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® Pro Staff on site fo answer questions
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and sign autographs.

® Big Buck contest
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e See the latest from: Gator Trax,
Pro Drive, Go Devil, Gator Tail,
Coppermouth, and many more.

® Duck Calls, Camo Clothing,
Blinds, Decoys

FISHING

e Fetch n' Fish 4500 gallon mobile tank

® Facfory Reps to answer questions
® Show only deals
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Factory direct pricing
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e Speckled Trout Techniques
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Pick your poison coversior>

Topwaters, suspending baits and soft plastics can all be

effective ways to reel in speckled trout — but the key is

knowing when to use them. Two veteran Big Lake guides

share their expertise so you'll know which trick to pick.
~>>By Jerald Horst

Look down for slabs

If you have the latest electronics onboard, you can forget
about Toledo Bend'’s over-fished brush piles — and still
find plenty of unpressured crappie.

~>>By Andy Crawford

Better late than never

Late afternoon trout trips typically offer calmer winds,

fewer boats, cooler temperatures — and plenty of specks.

Here's how one no-frills Fourchon angler avoids the
crowd and still fills up his box.

~~>By Chris Ginn

Perfecting pocket hopping

Identifying the types and sizes of pockets bass are
inhabiting right now is a big key to catching fish.
Here's how a couple of Elite Series pros break it down.

~>>By David A. Brown

Get the drop on Trestles specks

[t's not too late this month to target trout on the famed

train bridge in Lake Pontchartrain. Find out why one

guide believes the drop-shot rig is key to catching.
~>>By Joel Masson

Look, mom: No bait!

Two False River anglers load up on nice catfish every
summer —without so much as a rod, or even a single
hook. Read on to bone up on bottle fishing.

~>>By Jerald Horst
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FISHING HOTSPOTS

164 Grand Isle
165 Loke D'Arbonne
166 Toledo Bend
167 Henderson Lake
170 Big Lake
172 Delacroix

Pick your
poison

Look down
for slabs

Flat out crappie
Contrary to popular belief, there is life after the spawn for
Louisiana’s crappie anglers. Here's how the reigning state
champ gets it done all summer long.

~>>By Kinny Hoddox

River rattin’

The scenic, fast-flowing Bogue Chitto is a shallow,
clear-water gem that’s home to some Kentucky bass
with big attitudes. Here's how a couple of local anglers
with a specially-equipped boat run the river.

~>>By Jerald Horst

174 Shell Beach
176 Buras

17 Black Bayou Lake
120 Grond Isle surf
122 Venice




MADE IN THE USA!

METAL BUILDING & ROOFING SPECIALS!
HIGHEST QUALITY MATERIALS FOR THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES

Our in-house team can custom design, engineer & fabricate
any size building to meet your needs.

IT'S TIME FOR A
METAL ROOF UPGRADE

Metal Roof Advantages:

« Possible insurance discounts

« More strength and durability than shingles

« Estimated 60% heat reflectance rating

- Estimated 40% savings on energy costs

« 40 year warranty on most roofing metal

- Better resistance to high winds, hail, snow, and burning embers

ALL PRIME
#1 MATERIAL

Not Blemished or
Secondary!

24X24X10 40X 60X 14 50X 50X 15 induiesu700om, 210610

All Buildings Include...

« Heavy | Beam Pre-Engineered
Bolt Together Construction

« 26 Ga 40 Year Warranty Color

Walls & Trim
« Lifetime Fasteners
« Includes Erection Drawings &

20x50x14 Boat/RV Storage ~ 30X60X12  whontpors,incudes0r0door | ainu ety

& 12X12 opening
Locally Owned & Locally Manufactured...

2727 West Park Ave., Gray, LA 70359 985.876.2555
www.customcorrugated.net

-

Serving Southern Louisiana & Mississippi For Over 10 Years
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Toledo Bend gives up
33-pound stringer

LDWF’s license fee
increase bill fails
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Avid surf fisherman
Sammy Romano
shows off a beautiful
speckled trout caught
on Curlew Island in the
Chandeleur chain. For
more surf-fishing tips
from Romano, go to
page 140. (Photo by
Patrick Bonin.)
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© Yamaha VF150LA * Tandem Axle Trailer e Leaning Post e Yamaha VF200LA o Leaning Post o Tandem Axle Trailer

e Yamaha F300XCA o T-Top e Tandem axle trailer © Yamaha F90XA e Leaning post o Single axle trailer
© Yamaha F90XA e Flip/Flop Ice Chest * Single Axle Trailer e Yamaha F150XB o T-Top eTandem Axle Trailer
Seat

YAMAHA

5657 E. St. Bernard Hwy  Violet, LA 70092

504-682-5252

*includes trailer; pricing after all dealer and mfg. rebates applied, prices do not reflect costs related to dealer prep, freight, tax, title, license, reg. fees.
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209 Moore Rd. 985-396-2678
Leeville, LA 70357 985-398-0480

Private and Affordable - aterfront abin
Waterfront Campsites ;2 oastorce

« Dry boat Storage
CALL NOW

« Dockside ethanol free fuel
Take Old LA 1 Exit across

« Boat Hoist
« Boat launch
the toll bridge

+ Wet slips for boats up to 60’
+ Houseboat slips
* .+ Guided inshore fishing trips
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WATERWAY ACCESS

ISSUE A BLACK

EYE FOR THE

‘SPORTSMAN'S
PARADISE’

EDITOR:

Recent legislation concerning public access to our waterways
and marshlands has been disastrous to the “Sportsman’s Paradise.”

Our so-called representatives have colluded with wealthy cor-
porations and property owners to close off huge tracts of land —
above and below surface level — to the general public. Gates are
blocking off many canals. Posted signs across open marsh with
nasty warnings about trespassing are everywhere.

At certain times of the year one can expect a flatboat to run up
on you with an armed guard holding a rifle in his lap, with an
ugly attitude, hollering for you to “Get out or else!

It matters not if you're fishing with a woman, a child, a disabled
veteran or an out-of-state guest. Point out that you're not on
somebody’s property or land, and you learn that the land under
the water (that was once land) is claimed to be theirs, too.

The threat of violence or getting shot can leave one in a state
of fury, disgust and embarrassment in front of friends and family.
This is the deteriorated state of our “Sportsman’s Paradise,’and
it's why major bass fishing and bowfishing championships no
longer want to invest good money in local venues. They fear for
the safety of their participants.

The bottom line is, no other state in America has such a ridicu-
lous and dangerous legal mess that has allowed the wealthy
and politically-connected the means to carve out enormous
amounts of our best fishing and hunting territory for the private
enjoyment of a few.

Yet they will want public taxpayer dollars to be utilized to repair
or rebuild the land they're losing — while they run off us public
“trespassers”who just want to enjoy our precious wilderness, too.

Conservation groups constantly beg Louisiana sportsmen for
money for seemingly good causes, but | wonder who's actually
first in line to reap the benefits? Is it the big-time landowners
who can't even tolerate an ordinary person peacefully fishing
with friends or family?

I love Louisiana. | came to start life anew in 1976 and never
regretted it. | remember how great the feeling of freedom was to
hunt and fish that we all had, and how good it felt to share it.

As a 73-year-old decorated, and now disabled, combat veteran
with two Purple Hearts, it distresses me to look over my shoulder
when | hit the water and listen to some goon yell at me to leave
with threats | never would have tolerated in my younger days.
And from what | hear, 'm far from alone in that regard.

As sportsmen, we understand the state’s coffers are hurting and
could use additional funds to facilitate services at the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, and for conservation pur-
poses.



But we are being asked to
give more — and we're get-
ting less than ever.

The situation on our
waterways is becoming dire.
Places we could be fishing, or
even traversing, are increas-
ingly gated off, posted and
patrolled. Our lawmakers and
true representatives need to
get off their butts and out of
the pockets of the wealthy and
politically connected few and
legally open up all the recre-
ational waterways that the rest
of America enjoys.

Instead of asking for more
money, give us back our
God-given rights to be on the
water. Eliminate this nonsense
of“land beneath the water”
abuse.

Like millions of sportsmen
and women nationwide, we
are ready to fund and protect
what is ours. We just want our
money's worth.

What good are upgraded
licenses if they are practically
worthless? Legislators, law-
makers and representatives of
the people, get to work and
change this outdated, confus-
ing, nightmare-on-the-bayou
law before lives get lost.

The few should not be
allowed to legally ruin it for the
many.

ALAN YEDOR SR.
Harvey, La.

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

Trailers for Bass, Flat, Bay,
V-Bottom, & Pontoon Boats

B & B ENTERPRISES
OF GONZALES, INC

Trailer Sales & Rentals

Repairs, Parts, & Accessories

13485 Airline Hwy. | Gonzales, LA 70737
225-647-2777
bbenterprisesofgonzalesinc.com

We also have
utility trailers,
flatbed trailers,
enclosed trailers,
atv trailers, and
gooseneck trailers

« From 15’to 40’

« Single, Double, or Triple Axles
« Heavy |I-Beam Construction
« Galvanized Axles and Hubs

« Torsion Axle W/ Surge Brakes
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FATHER/SON
TEAM UP FOR
WHOPPING
33-POUND
TOLEDO BEND
STRINGER

DAVE AND DEREK MONG
ENJOYED EPIC DAY DURING
APRIL TOURNEY

By Patrick Bonin

erek Mong and his dad Dave have been
fishing bass tournaments together since he was just
4 years old.
Now 38, Derek is a noted big-bass specialist at Toledo
Bend, with six hawgs officially placed in the reservoir’s Lunker
Bass Program, which awards a free mount to anglers who catch
10-pound-plus fish and return them to the lake.

He and his dad may have fished competitively for more than
30 years now, but they never enjoyed a day quite like they did
on Sunday, April 22 — when they teamed up for an impressive
five-fish stringer that tipped the scales at 33.13 pounds during a
monthly tournament put on by Keith's Toledo Bend Tackle.

“I had actually found these fish about two weeks beforehand,’
said Derek, who noted they were fishing on the south end of
the lake in the Housen and 6 Mile area. “There was another big
tournament the weekend before that I tried to go back and fish
these same fish, but the wind was blowing way too much from
abad direction, and I wasn't able to stay out in the main lake
area where I was fishing — so I didn’t get on them.

“So I guess I was expecting to catch them this time because
the wind direction was blowing a lot better for that area, and I
figured theyd be there — and they were”

GETTING THE ‘JUMP’

Most of the damage came from two spots — one in 14 to 18
feet of water, and one 20 to 24 feet deep — that Mong called
“jump areas”

“It’s where the fish stop at when theyre coming in for
prespawn, then they stop back there on the postspawn,” he
explained. “Most of the time, I don’t fish the spawn up shallow. I
try to stay in these areas, especially this time of year when there
are quite a bit more postspawners coming out.”

Mong, who lives in Many next door to his dad, said all the
fish were caught with two baits from V&M: a brown-purple
34-ounce Pacemaker Flatline football jig with a J-Proz Series
J-Bug trailer, and a Carolina rig featuring a blue shadow J-Bug.

“We ended up catching a limit within about the first 45 min-
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Derek Mong, left, and his dad Dave hold up the winning five-fish
stringer that tipped the scales at 33.13 pounds — good enough to win
a team tournament on April 22 put on by Keith’s Toledo Bend Tackle.

utes, and we just steadily culled all day long;” he said. “It actu-
ally started off pretty quick. I think we had our first fish in the
boat within about 10 minutes. It wasn’t one of the real big ones
we caught, but it kind of got the day rolling and gave us some
confidence they were still there”

8-POUNDER ON LAST CAST

The stringer’s final five fish came in at about 7 %2, 6, 5 %, 5
%4 — and an 8-pound hammer that sealed the deal on literally
Derek’s last cast of the day.

“We had 30 pounds in the boat that I calculated, and it was
still relatively early, but with that kind of weight I was pretty
confident that we were going to win the tournament, and I
didn’t want to run into any kind of problems getting back — so
I wanted to leave a little earlier; Mong said with a chuckle. “But
my dad was wanting to stay and keep fishing because it was
such a good day. I told him last cast, and he went ahead and
threw another cast out, and I was like, Man, we need to go:

He was like, ‘One more cast; so I threw my jig back out there
and it hit the bottom and I drug it about a foot — and I felt this
thump.

“I set the hook and it came out and jumped about 40 yards
from the boat. I was like, ‘Oh my goodness. I thought it was
actually bigger than an 8-pounder when I first saw it. When I
got it in the boat, we ended up culling our smallest fish at that
point, which was a 5.05 before I threw it back.

“Dad was like, Aren’t you glad I made one more cast?”

Team Mong nearly lapped the field, with second place coming
in at about 17 pounds. Father and son picked up around $1,000
for the win, but the memories they made on the water were
priceless.

“It was great. Me and Dad have been fishing together for years.

He pretty much taught me how to fish when I was young,’
Derek said. “That was our best five-fish stringer we've had in a
tournament ....

“It was certainly the trip of a lifetime, for sure” s

Photo courtesy Derek Mong
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TWO BIG
BLUEFIN

CAUGHT OUT

OF VENICE

MEXICAN GULF
CAPTAINS BRING
IN SOO-PLUS
POUNDERS

By Patrick Bonin

hey say it’s better to be lucky
than good.
That was the case for four cap-

tains with Mexican Gulf Fishing
Company in Venice on May 3 while they
were wrapping up another successful
yellowfin tuna trip about 35 miles south
of Port Eads.

What they stumbled upon — or actually
what came to them — was a school of
giant bluefin tuna.

“We had caught our last yellowfin, and
we were going to go swordfishing,” said
Capt. Jordan Ellis, who runs “Kimmi,” a
37-foot Freeman. “So we were dumping
the rest of our baits over and I looked up
and my first thought was, ‘Look at all the
porpoises. They were literally right next
to the boat eating everything we threw in
the water.

“It was pretty cool.”

Once he realized he was in the middle
of a mess of bluefin, he called fellow
Mexican Gulf captains Kevin Beach,
Zach Lewis and Colin Byrd, who were all
in the same area catching yellowfin.

“I'was like, ‘Guys, I don’'t know what yall
have going on, but there’s bluefin eating
right next to the boat, Ellis said. “As soon
as everybody landed the fish they were
fighting, they ran over there — and it was
pretty much chaos for about an hour”

The giant fish devoured the same bait
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From the left, Mexican Gulf Fishing Company’s Capt. Zach Lewis, mate
Tanner Noakly, Capt. Kevin Beach and mate Clayton Walters pose with the
528-pound (left) and 543-pound bluefin tuna they caught May 3 about
35 miles south of Port Eads. Both fish were more than 8 feet long.

used for yellowfin — pogies. Multiple
fish were hooked and lost, but when the
dust settled, both Lewis’ and Beach’s
Freemans rolled into Venice Marina with
giant bluefin on board: Lewis’ fish mea-
sured 100 inches and tipped the scales at
528 pounds, and Beach’s measured 102
inches and weighed 543 pounds.

Ellis, who fought a giant bluefin for
more than three hours before it broke the
line that afternoon, said even though he
came up empty, it was an experience he
won't soon forget.

“There’s always some caught in the Gulf,
but it’s being in the right place at the

right time. There’s nothing you can be
prepared for. It’s just a chance thing,” he
said. “Kevin’s been doing this 25 years-
plus and he’s never even seen one before,
so the odds of it happening again are
pretty slim.

“It’s a once-in-a-lifetime deal for sure —
I'm just happy I got to witness it

The Louisiana state record bluefin was
caught by Ron Roland in May of 2003
about 30 miles south of South Pass, and
tipped the scales at 1,152 pounds. To just
crack into the state’s Top 10, a bluefin
would need to weigh about 752 pounds. =

Photo courtesy Capt. Zach Lewis
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[DWF: STILL NO CWD CASES
IN NORTHEAST LOUISIANA

ADDITIONAL SAMPUNG CONTINUES, BUT NO POSITIVE RESULTS YET

From News Reports

Imost 200 sample results found in most deer species, including tite, progressive weight loss, excessive
have been received, and moose, elk, mule deer and white-tailed thirst and urination, teeth grinding and
the Louisiana Department deer. It is infectious and always fatal. drooping ears. =

of Wildlife and Fisheries Deer infected with CWD can spread the

is reporting that none have
tested positive for chronic
wasting disease in three
Northeast Louisiana parishes.

The LDWF has sampled 239
deer so far in East Carroll,
Madison and Tensas parishes,
with 188 results back and no
evidence of the disease in the
state’s deer herd, according
to a press release from the
department.

The remaining results should
be in soon, and biologists plan
to sample 61 additional deer to
meet the 300-deer sample size
in a buffer zone which extends
25 miles from Issaquena
County, Mississippi, where a
deer tested positive for CWD
in January.

This sample size will provide
a 95 percent confidence inter-
val that sampling would detect
CWD at a prevalence rate of 1
percent, the release states.

MISSISSIPPI
HAS NOT
DETECTED ANY

With almost 200 results back, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
ADDITIONAL Fisheries has still not discovered a case of chronic wasting disease in
CASES the state’s deer herd. The department plans to sample up to 300 deer in

Mississippi has also sampled three Northeast Louisiana parishes as part of the study.

in the area in its state and,
with 275 results back, has not
detected the disease outside the one case  disease even before symptoms develop.

earlier this year. It can take one to two years for infected s
In addition to the LDWF sampling, sup-  animals to become symptorpatlc. When N E E D Mo RE s
plemental deer feeding in East Carroll, symptoms appear, they can include . .
Madison and Tensas parishes has been emaciation, lethargy, abnormal behavior Visit Us on | ine af
suspended as part of the response plan. and loss of bodily functions. Other signs el
CWD is a neurodegenerative disease include excessive salivation, loss of appe- WWW. LOUISIGnGSporfsmGn.Com
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Training Spots Available!

SERVICES:

Boarding

Whelping

All breed obedience training
Puppy development training

Basic hunting retriever training
Advanced hunting retriever training
Hunt test & field trial training.

We also sell puppies, started dogs & finished
dogs. We specialize in developing young dogs,
by building an excellent foundation for both
hunting, competition & home life. Veterans
receive a 10% discount on all services with us.

Louis West » 318-588-0650
ironskyretrievers@gmail.com ¢ IronSkyRetrievers.com
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By Patrick Bonin

A bill that would have raised
recreational hunting and
fishing licenses for many
Louisiana residents failed in
the House of Representatives
this spring, but plans are

to tweak the legislation

to include commercial fee
increases and then reintroduce
itin 2019.

Patrick Bonin

ZERINGUE: 2019 LEGISIATION LIKELY TO INCLUDE RECREATIONAL,

COMMERCIAL SECTORS IN ONE PACKAGE

s the clock wound down on the 687, which would have raised almost

A{:;gislature’s regular session in $7 million annually for the Louisiana
ay, Rep. Jerome “Zee” Zeringue Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,
confirmed to Louisiana Sportsman that but failed on the floor of the House on
legislation which would have increased April 23 with a vote of 54 in favor and

hunting and fishing license fees for many 27 against. (The legislation needed 70
state residents was officially dead this year. ~ votes to pass because it involved a fee
Zeringue (R-Houma) authored HB increase.)

Louisiana Sportsman [ June 2018

But because the legislation received at
least 53 votes, Zeringue had the option of
reintroducing the bill on the House floor
again during the regular session.

“I'm not going to bring it back up, pri-
marily because the votes are not there.
The will of the body is not to pursue it in
its present form, so what we're going to



do is work with those hunting and fish-
ing interests and continue to work with
the Department on bringing in the com-
mercial side, as well;” Zeringue said. “And
I think if we can put together a collective
package, we can garner more support
and get the votes we need to pass this —
because ultimately it’s in the best interest
of the resource, and the Department.”

ONE COMPREHENSIVE
BILL FOR 2019

Although the LDWF hadn’t proposed
increasing license fees since 2000, the
fact that recreational hunters and
anglers were facing an increase with the
legislation — while commercial inter-
ests were not — rubbed some people
the wrong way. LDWF Secretary Jack
Montoucet’s original plan was to pass the
recreational side increases
this year, and then pursue

back next year with a complete package
including the commercials, so nobody
will be able to gripe saying theyre the
only side getting hit, and the other side

is not getting hit,” Montoucet said. “At
least we have half of the puzzle done, and
we can do a little fine-tuning and then
we can work on the commercial side, so
we'll have more time. It’s not like we have
to go home and redo the plan all over
again’

In light of the bill failing and the
Department operating in deficit spend-
ing now, Montoucet said he and his staff
are already planning ahead and examin-
ing potential areas to cut.

“The first thing we're going to do ... is
sit down and figure out what price of
oil we need to bring our budget back in
line — what’s ground zero? The other

component that a lot of people overlook
is production. If production isn’t there,
we've got a problem. So we have to deter-
mine at certain price levels, what does
the production have to be?” Montoucet
said. “And we're going to look at the
trend. I've told them we better start plan-
ning ahead and we better start looking at
in this scenario: If were $10 million short,
what are we going to fund, and what are
we not going to fund?

“I certainly don’t want to get rid of peo-
ple — that’s my most important asset for
what we do .... But we're certainly going
to start doing things to prepare ourselves
and work on if things don’t change. I'm
not going to wait until the last minute.
And I'm certainly not going to kick the
can down the road — there’s been too
much of that going on”” =

increases for the commercial
side in 2019.

Montoucet confirmed
work would begin after
this session to look at the
commercial fees and begin
preparations to present one
comprehensive bill next year.
The Department’s budget has
taken a big hit in the last sev-
eral years because of declin-
ing mineral revenues due to
lower oil prices.

“Certainly were going to
go home and regroup, and
look at what we did, and it
will give us an opportunity to
look at the commercial side
also, and probably bring it
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Clint Gray, left, and caller Eric Templet pose with
the six-bearded gobbler Gray shot April 29 in West
Feliciana Parish. Once certified by the National Wild
Turkey Federation, it will become the No. 2 all-time
atypical turkey in Louisiana’s record books.

Photo courtesy Eric Templet

BIG GOBBLER FEATURED SIX BEARDS AND 1-INCH SPURS, SCORED 12/.375

fter a pretty intense game

of cat-and-mouse this past

weekend, Clint Gray and

Eric Templet teamed up and
eventually put down a six-bearded gob-
bler Sunday morning in West Feliciana
Parish that, once officially certified by
the National Wild Turkey Federation, will
become Louisiana’s No. 2-ranked atypical

Louisiana Sportsman [ June 2018

gobbler in the all-time record books.

Gray, from Zachary, was the shooter
hunting on property near Spillman, and
Templet, who lives in Ethel and co-owns
Sheaux Stopper Custom Calls, helped
lure the big gobbler into range with his
Triple V Cut diaphragm call.

The two have been hunting together for
years, and have bagged many gobblers —

but none quite like this.

“We had actually went Saturday morn-
ing and heard a few turkeys and set up
on this one, and got to a place where it
was comfortable strutting, and it strut-
ted for an hour or two,” Templet said.
“Then a couple hens came in and took it
off down the road. We kind of hung tight
to see if we could get it to come back, but



it didn't — so we went back that next
morning on Sunday.

“We got in the same area it was
strutting and set a decoy near the
side of the road, and made some soft
calls — he was gobbling 80 or 100
yards away and flew down. He came
out on the logging road strutting,
and he was taking a step about every
five minutes. Having to watch him
like that seemed like it took forever
for him to get to us, gobbling the
whole time.

“We were set up perfect where we
had a mound of dirt with some pine
trees with our backs up against it,
and he finally got into a spot in plain
view where he was about 25 yards”

Gray fired and the gobbler went
down, but neither man was aware
of how special the bird really was —
until they approached and noticed
the six beards, which totaled 45 %
inches.

“When we got to totaling up the
numbers and researching the NWTF
and Louisiana record books, and
started seeing how the point system
works with beard lengths, spur
lengths and weight ... we kind of
roughed it to where it would be in
the Top 5, Templet said.

But aside from more than 45 inches
of beard, an official scorer also tal-
lied the 1-inch spurs on the bird,
which was estimated at 4 years old
and weighed more than 16 pounds
— coming up with an official score
of 127.375 that if approved actually
will be the No. 2 atypical turkey in
the state.

Templet said Gray is getting the
bird mounted, a great keepsake of
arare specimen — and a weekend
when their team plan worked to
perfection.

“I think with all those other birds in
there, and that kind of being his little
area where he wanted to be, him
knowing a hen was close and other
turkeys were gobbling in the area, he
had to get into his strut zone to make
sure his ladies were taken care of by
him and not anybody else;” Templet
said. “The call got his attention, but
I think all that had a lot to do with it,
too” =
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FINAL 2018-19
MIGRATORY BIRD SEASON DATES

In May, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisher-
ies Commission finalized the migratory
bird season dates for the upcoming 2018-
19 season.

Dove season kicks things off this fall
on Sept. 1, followed by teal season Sept.
15-30, with duck season in the coastal and
west zones cranking up on Nov. 10. In the
east zone, duck season begins on Nov. 17.

For a complete look at important dates

all season long, check out the table below.

DOVES:
South Zone: Sept.1-9
Oct. 6 —Nov. 25
Dec. 16 - Jan. 14
North Zone: Sept. 1-23
Oct.6—=Nov. 11
Dec. 16 - Jan. 14
TEAL: Sept. 15-30
WOODCOCK: Dec. 18 -Jan. 31
DUCKS AND COOTS:
Coastal Zone: Nov. 10 - Dec. 2
(Youth Nov. 3-4)
Dec. 15 -Jan. 20
West Zone: Nov. 10 — Dec. 2
(Youth Nov. 3 and Jan. 26)
Dec. 15-Jan. 20
East Zone: Nov. 17 - Dec. 2
(Youth Nov. 10 and Feb. 2)
Dec. 15-Jan. 27

Daily Bag Limits: 6 and may include no
more than 4 mallards (no more than 2
females), 2 canvasback, 1 mottled duck,
1 black duck, 3 wood ducks, 3 scaup, 2
redheads, and 2 pintails.

Daily bag limit on coots is 15.

Mergansers - The daily bag limit for
mergansers is 5, only 2 of which may be
hooded mergansers, in addition to the
daily bag limit for ducks.

Possession Limit - Three times the daily
bag limit.

LIGHT GEESE (SNOW, BLUE and
ROSS’) and WHITE-FRONTED GEESE
North Zone: Nov. 3 — Dec. 2

Dec. 15-Feb. 10

Nov. 3 —Dec. 2
Dec. 15-Feb. 10

Daily bag limit on light geese (snow, blue
and Ross’): 20

South Zone:

Possession limit on light geese (snow, blue
and Ross’): None

Daily Limit on white-fronted geese: 2

Possession Limit on white-fronted geese: 6

CANADA GEESE:

North Zone: Nov. 3 - Dec. 2
Dec. 15 -Jan. 31

South Zone: Nov. 3 - Dec. 2

Dec. 15 -Jan. 31
Daily Limit on Canada geese: 1 per day

Possession limit on Canada geese: 3

CONSERVATION ORDER FOR LIGHT
GEESE (SNOW, BLUE AND ROSS’S):

North Zone: Dec.3 - Dec. 14
Feb. 11 - March 10
South Zone: Dec.3-Dec. 14

Feb. 11 -March 10

Only snow, blue and Ross's geese may be
taken under the terms of the Conservation
Order, which allows the use of electronic
calls and unplugged shotguns and elimi-
nates the daily bag and possession limits.
During the Conservation Order, shooting
hours begins one-half hour before sunrise
and extends until one-half hour after sunset.

RAILS: Sep. 15-30

Nov. 10— Jan. 2

KING AND CLAPPER: Daily bagis 15 in
aggregate, possession 45.

SORA AND VIRGINIA: Daily bag is 25 in
aggregate, possession 75.

GALLINULES: Sep.15-30

Nov. 10 - Jan. 2
Daily bag limit 15, possession limit 45

SNIPE: Nov. 2 — Dec. 2

Dec. 15 - Feb. 28
Daily bag limit 8, possession limit 24
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By Jerald Horst

Ugh!

I sure was happy when Jeff Poe
pointed his boat’s pointy nose
north out of Hebert’s Landing on
Calcasieu Lake. In the early light,
the sky to the south looked like
a bruised eggplant — purple and
ugly.

Along with the 59-year-old
veteran was the young buck, his
29-year-old son Nick, a full-time
guide in the family’s fishing and
waterfowl hunting business, Big
Lake Guide Service.

Our plan was to do a round-
robin of speckled trout lure

types, starting with topwaters

early, shifting to suspending
lures later and then closing
with soft plastics on jigheads.
>
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hey started in 3 % feet of water

over an oyster reef just south of the

small settlement of Deatonville.

Nick scored first with a pink-and-

chrome MirrOlure She Pup. The
vicious chomp made the fish look even big-
ger than its 3 %2 pounds, and more good fish
quickly followed.

“Oysters are the most important habitat in
any estuary; Jeff said. “We can do this all day
over oyster reefs in 4 feet of water. We know
so many spots like that?

The father and son obviously were having
fun.

“This is like vacation after throwing plas-
tics all day;” cooed the senior Poe, while he
unhooked a nice 5-pounder. “But;” added
Nick, “the truth is that you can catch trout
with all three types of baits at some place
almost any day”’

The trolling motor behind Nick Poe
is in operating position, but seldom
used when the men are fishing.

Louisiana Sportsman [ June 2018

“They are all good,” Jeff nodded in affirma-
tion. “You just need to know when to use
them’

TOPWATER LURES

“Topwaters are a confidence thing, said
Nick firmly. “You can catch them at 2 p.m.
on a sunny day in 105 degrees Fahrenheit.
Admittedly, it is a little better very early or at
dusk’”

“Location has a lot to do with it,” added Jeff.
“You don’t want to use them in an area with
tidal flow. They are also better in clear water.
You lose alot of fish in dirty water.

“It needs to be warm, too,” added Nick.
“Right,” affirmed Jeff. “It’s not a good winter-
time bait?

Jeff briefly discussed strategy.

“If everyone in the boat is throwing top-
waters, I'd have them with three different

PROS FOR
TOPVVATER LURES:

1) They are good locator lures
because you can cover a lot of
water with them. You can get a
blow-up on one, then go to a jig
and mop up.

2) Fish caught on them are, on
average, larger than with other
lures.

3) Strikes are visual. You get to
see the action. It's an exciting
way of fishing.

4) Sometimes trout will eat
them when they won't bite
anything else. If you are not hav-
ing any action on the bottom, it
often pays to try a topwater “just
to see’

5) It's easier to make long casts.
They will cast further than any-
thing else in the box.

6) They are great in windy con-
ditions because they are aero-
dynamic. Also, trout will smash
them in waves as large as 3 feet.

CONS FOR
TOPWATER LURES:

1) Treble hooks are dangerous.

2) Topwaters can only work one
segment of the water column.

3) They produce a lot of missed
hits.

4) They are an expensive invest-
ment, although they last longer
than soft plastics. Sometimes, it
seems, the more beat-up they
are, the better they work.

5) Most of the time, a fisherman
will come home with less on ice
because of the time required in
handling the fish.

6) They are a poor choice

for inexperienced fisherman
because they require significant
skill to be worked properly.



The Poe’s favorite topwater lures are, top to bottom:
Heddon Zara Spook Jr, Heddon Zara Spook, MirrOlure
She Pup, MirrOlure C-Eye Pro Dog Jr., Rapala Skitter
Walk Baby or Junior and Rapala Skitter Walk.

colors, noises and styles.” By styles, he
gave lures as examples: She Pups, Super
Spooks and Skitter Walks.

“Try to determine what they want to
eat. It’s funny; sometimes everyone
will be getting looks (swirls or splashes
behind the lures), but they will only eat
one bait.

“Idon’t know why they do that. If they
wanted to eat it, they would”

“Color makes a difference in topwaters,’
said Nick, “but no way I can tell you
what to use at any one time.
My favorite colors are pink,
chrome and chartreuse;
chrome belly with a red head

“I'm not so sure [ have
favorite colors,” drawled Jeff.
“When I start, I start with
natural colors like silver with
a green back or gold sides
with a dark back. But I will
always have bright colors like
pink or chartreuse ready.”

Nick also noted that he pre-
fers smaller topwater baits
over larger ones. “People say,
‘Use big baits for big fish! But
I think smaller baits catch
more fish. Fish don’t dis-
criminate”

Three companies make
all the topwater lures the
pair uses: Heddon (Spooks),
Rapala (Skitter Walks) and
MirrOlure (She Pups, and
C-eye Pro Dog Jrs.)

One thing they both agreed
on was the treble hooks on
topwater lures demand some
safety precautions. Always
use pliers, they stressed. Also,
when one set of hooks in a
lure becomes tangled in the
landing net, leave them in
place so they can’t get you
while you unhook the others
from the fish.

SUSPENDING LURES UP NEXT >
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SUSPENDING LURES

Suspending lures, also called twitch baits,
used by the Poe’s fall into two groups —
hard and soft. All their favorites are sold by
MirrOlure. “There are others, but these are
what we use,” said Jeff.

His favorite hard-bodied suspender is a
MirrOlure MirrOdine XL with a black back,
silver sides and orange belly. Nick likes the
same color, but in the regular size rather
than XL.

Jefflikes the big version because of its

weight. “Tt goes way further when you cast?”

Early in the year, he admits to using the
smaller one like Nick, but by June pogies, a
prime trout food, are bigger and trout are
used to feeding on them.

The MirrOdine is it for them.

“It has a really erratic motion,” explained
Nick. “It has a lot of flash and it looks like
easy pickings for a trout;” added Jeff.

Prime time for this bait is from November
through May. “Fish will take suspenders,’
said Jeff, “when the water is chilly and they

are reluctant to come to the surface to feed.

Soft suspending baits are
somewhat fragile, but highly
effective in skilled hands.

Louisiana Sportsman [ June 2018

“It is usually worked with twitches and
pauses, but you have to vary the retrieve to
find what they want. Sometimes you can’t
work it hard enough. Other times you have
to tick the lure off the oysters”

Their favorite soft-bodied suspending lures
are Soft-Dines, Paul Brown’s Original Fat
Boy and Paul Brown’s Devil. Soft-Dines are

modeled on MirrOdines, and also are sold in

two sizes.

Jeff observed that Soft-Dines seem to work
better in dirtier water than do MirrOdines.
Nick explains his view of their uses. “If 'm
throwing a Soft-Dine, I'm looking for a
bunch of fish. If 'm throwing a Fat Boy or a
Devil, I am looking for one bigger fish”

Jeff nodded in agreement, adding that Fat
Boys and Devils are winter baits.

The two captains agreed that they would
rather fish for speckled trout with suspend-
ing baits than topwaters. “I fish for the
thump,” rumbled Jeff.

“Yeah, the thump,” echoed Nick.

“There is a little more to fishing these than
to topwaters,” said Jeff. “The bite is subtle

PROS
FOR SUSPENDING
LURES:

1) Suspending baits work well
in colder water when topwater
lures aren't effective.

2) They can be fished from
near the bottom all the way to
near the surface. Sometimes
they want it popping out of
the water, but they still might
not take topwaters.

3) Suspending fish on average
are larger than those caught on
soft plastics.

4) Like topwater lures, they are
easy to cast, even in the wind.

5) Because they are worked so
slowly, they can be kept in the
strike zone longer.

6) You get satisfaction from
learning to master the lure —
subtle differences matter.

CONS
FOR SUSPENDING
LURES:

1) They are a little fragile. Red-
fish mangle them and they cost
$8 10 $9 each. If you catch 15
trout on one, that's a lot.

2) They require patience to fish.
A lot of people fish too fast to
use them.

3) They are more difficult to
master than are other lures.
They require the angler pay
attention to his lure and con-
centrate. Many people can't
catch fish on them.

4) They are a poor choice for
fishing in warmer water.

5) Treble hooks are a hazard.
Although the Devil has only
one set of treble hooks, the
others have two.



and I feel like you almost have to
talk the fish into biting”

“These really are harder baits for
the average person to fish,” agreed
Nick.

Favorite colors for soft suspending
baits for Nick are pearl with a char-
treuse back, or chartreuse back,
gold sides and a white belly for Fat
Boys and a black back with char-

The Poes’ favorite suspend-
ing lures are, top to bot-
tom: MirrOlure MirrOdine,
MirrOdine XL, Paul Brown'’s
Soft-Dine, Soft-Dine XL,
Paul Brown’s Devil and Paul
Brown'’s Fat Boy.

treuse or gold sides for Soft-Dines.

Jeff’s favorites are black back, gold
sides with an orange belly, or pink
and pearl for Fat Boys and a char-
treuse back with translucent sides
for Soft-Dines.

SOFT PLASTICS UP NEXT >

TIP OF THE DAY

Jeff and Nick Poe recommend using electric
trolling motors as sparingly as possible. In fact,
neither of them use one much because they
believe it spooks the fish.

Nick gave an example.

"You can drift into a shallow marsh. When
you hit the (trolling motor) switch, the effect is
immediate.

“Everything comes to the surface. Everything
gets nervous — sheepshead, drum, mullet and
redfish. And the redfish start pushing out.

"And redfish are stupid compared to trout!

Of course, that doesn't mean they don't have
a trolling motor on their boat. They do, and it’s
usually down in operative position while they
are fishing. But they use it more to put them in
position to drift where they want to be than to
move the boat into the target area.

In a typical approach to a spot, they motor to
300 yards from the target location, troll to 200
yards upwind of the spot, and then allow the
boat to drift in.

Their approach takes more planning and
demands a little more patience, but they believe
that the stealthy effort pays off with more fish. =

- Jerald Horst

www.LouisianaSportsman.com
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SOFT PLASTICS

This lure has two components: a hook-bear-
ing jighead and a soft plastic grub. The Poes
use 1/16-, 1/8-, Y4-, 3/8- and rarely, 2-ounce
jigheads. Their rule of thumb is to fish the
lightest one that will get the lure to where
the fish are.

“A bait with a lighter head is presented so
much better to a fish than one with a heavier
head,” explained Nick.

“You can work a lighter bait a lot slower,
too, injected Jeff. “It allows you to work it
right off the bottom, right where the fish are.
My bait is never not-moving.’

“But if the current is sweeping your bait
through the fishing zone too quickly, then go
to a heavier head,” added Nick.

The main place that they will use a Y2-ounce
jighead is at offshore rigs, and then primarily
to get the lure quickly through the bluefish,

Jeff Poe says a soft plastic on a jig-
head is the single most versatile bait
that can be used for speckled trout.

Louisiana Sportsman [ June 2018

ladyfish and jacks that are higher in the
water column. The smallest they typically
use offshore is 3/8-ounce.

“An important note here; said Nick, “is to
weigh your jigheads. With a lot of the compa-
nies, the heads don't weigh what’s printed on
the pack”

“Not even close,” spat Jeff.

“That can make a huge difference,” Nick
went on. “The weight of the head has more to
do with success than the choice of tail style.”

“Most people use too big a jighead,” said
Jeff. “In the morning with customers, we cut
their lures off their rods to tie on ours. Their
jigheads are too heavy.

“They think it helps cast further, when
what they really need is lighter lines and full
spools on their reels”

Hooks on the Poes’ jigheads are 2/0, and the
heads are round in shape and unpainted.

PROS FOR SOFT
PLASTICS:

1) They are inexpensive and
durable enough to catch 20
or 25 fish on one lure.

2) They can be fished at any
depth.

3) It’s easy to change colors
without retying the line.

4) It's the easiest artificial bait
to learn how to fish.

5) It's the best bait for catch-
ing large numbers of fish.

6) It's versatile enough to
catch almost any species —
even bass in Toledo Bend will
bite them.

7) Itis a 12-month-a-year
bait, not seasonal. Use lighter
heads — down to 1/16-
ounce, when it is cold. In Cal-
casieu Lake, the Poes catch
big trout by fishing slowly

in 2-foot depths on foggy,
warm, cloudy winter days.

8) With only one hook, it is
safer than other baits.

9) It can be fished effectively
in current by using heavier
jigheads.

CONS FOR SOFT
PLASTICS:

“There ain't none, twanged
Nick.“It is the end-all, be-all
for speckled trout. There is
nothing even close”

“If you had to fish with only
one bait, this would be the
one;'boomed Jeff.

“Watermelon red Lil John
on an 1/8-ounce head
would be it, they chimed in
unison.



The Poes' favorite colors for soft plastics are, from top to bottom:
watermelon red, golden bream, opening night, purple demon, glow and
chicken-on-a-chain. The top three are best for clear water and the bottom
three are best for stained water. The third one is on a 1/16-ounce head,
the first and second are on 1/8-ounce heads, the fourth and sixth ones
are on 1/4-ounce heads and the fifth one is on a 3/8-ounce head.

Plastics used on jigheads come in three basic
shapes: paddle tail, beetle and what they call “eel
type”

“Ninety percent of the time, I use MirrOlure Lil
Johns, an eel-type bait,” said Jeff flatly. “But you
can probably catch them on any of the other
tails”

When he isn’t using Lil Johns, he uses beetles,
mostly when it gets hot in July and August, and
shrimp numbers are high. “I think that it’s the
best shrimp imitator. Every
twitch, it goes in a different
direction”

“I seldom use paddle tail
baits,” piped in Nick. “I don’t
like the way they fall. They
are hard to use in deep
water—10 feet or better, with
current. I don’'t want to have
to go to a heavier jighead.

“I do think that paddletails
catch more fish in dirty water,
though”

Color choice is simple. If
the water they are fishing is
pretty, they use something
translucent, like watermelon
red or golden bream. If the
water is dirty, they throw
solid colors like purple, black
or glow.
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Neither use chartreuse-
tailed baits, with the excep-
tions of chicken-on-a-chain
and glow. Neither do they use
added scents, although they
admit that Lil Johns have
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As for retrieves, Jeff said a
steady retrieve can be effec-
tive at times, but that he
doesn't enjoy using it. “I give
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WHY THE POE’S KNOW

When I first envisioned a comprehensive
article to make sense out of all the lure
options available to speckled trout fisher-
men, it became obvious | needed the help
of someone who really knew his stuff.

They say experience is the best teacher,
and nothing succeeds like success. So |
turned to Jeff and Mary Poe, owners of Big
Lake Guide Service (337-598-3268.)

The couple began their business on the
eastern shore of Calcasieu Lake 33 years
ago. Both guided full-time. Mary has since
retired from the water to manage their
business and serve as chef at their fishing
lodge. (See page 136 for the Louisiana
Seafood Bible column featuring two of her
delicious recipes.)

Raised in Hoover, Alabama as a soft-
spoken country boy, Jeff came to Louisiana
to be a duck guide at Hackberry Rod & Gun
Club and stayed on to guide fishermen for
three or four years. He did, at one point,
make a move to Birmingham to work in real
estate, but came back after only one year.

‘I had to go back — fishing,"he grinned.

Father and son Jeff and Nick Poe are
hard-core speckled trout specialists
on a lake famous for lots of trout.

Louisiana Sportsman [ June 2018

“Once you do this, there’s nothing quite
like it. It's fun!

The couple developed quite a reputation
for catching lots of speckled trout, and
lots of big trout. Jeff’s 9-pound, 5-ounce
speck still holds the No. 1 all-time spot
for a fly rod-caught speckled trout in the
Louisiana record books.

The couple brought son Nick into the
business in 2008, when he was 19 years
old. Until he was a senior in high school,
he paid more attention to duck hunting
and baseball than fishing.

But the learning came quickly.

"The best thing that helped me was five
years fishing the Redfish Cup,"he said seri-
ously."l fished all different places and | had to
figure out how to catch fish in each of them.

"l experienced fishing in water with 10
feet of visibility and a 9-foot tide on the
East Coast. You got about 30 seconds to
do some learning, or you are stuck!

Now, Nick makes 200 trips a year fishing
and puts in 60 days guiding during teal
and duck season.

The lake they fish in has provided an
ideal environment for them to become
experts at all three speckled trout lure
types. It has always offered an explosive
topwater fishery, in addition to a vigorous
jig bite.

Lake Calcasieu has also served as the
gateway to Louisiana for introducing the
use of suspending lures, such as Paul
Brown's Corkys and Fat Boys. =

- Jerald Horst

Jerald Horst is a retired
Louisiana State University
professor of fisheries. He
is an active writer, book
author and outdoorsman.
Jerald may be reached at
Jjerald@rockinghorst.com.
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erry “J.T” Thompson stared intently
at the screen of his 12-inch down-
scan unit as he brought the pontoon
boat off plane.

Ileaned over, again struck by the amount
of bottom detail seen on these electronics.

And then Thompson chuckled.

“Look at all the fish,” he said, pointing at a
group of white dots arrayed on the edge of a
drop in the bottom contour.

“Man, that’s great to see; he said.

On the mid-April trip,  had expected to
spend my two days with Living the Dream
Guide Service bouncing from one Toledo
Bend brush pile to another.

But when I stepped onto the boat,
Thompson said he and his fellow LTD guides
had discovered a new way to catch the slabs
for which the huge reservoir is known.

“Something new we've been doing is catch-
ing fish on structure,” Thompson said. “The
fish just aren’t on the brush piles yet, so
we've been going out and finding structure
holding fish?

As an old bass angler, I loved that idea.

Now, it’s probable that, by June, brush piles
throughout Toledo Bend will be teeming
with crappie. So that’s still an option.

But the world of down- and side-scan elec-
tronics opens new possibilities to find sac-
a-lait that haven’t been pounded to death.

“These fish are unpressured,” Thompson
said. “The brush piles get hit constantly, but
these fish don't see baits”

And catching these crappie is also a lot
easier than when targeting brush piles.

“A fish that is located on a small piece
of structure like a stump is much easier
to catch than one stuck in a brush pile,”
Thompson said. “If he’s out there on that
stump, he'll eat every time.”

LOOK DOWN
FOR S

Andy Crawford

By ndy Cawford [ you have the latest electronics onboard, you can
forget about Toledo Bend's over-fished brush piles —
and still find plenty of unpressured crappie.
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LOOK DOWN FOR SLABS

Thompson uses a pair of Humminbird Solix 12s,
with the screens split between a LakeMaster contour map,
a down-scan image and a side-scan image.

The console unit allows
him to use a contour map
to navigate to likely contour
breaks — those that drop
sharply — and, with his
down-scan, quickly deter-
mine if there’s anything
worth probing.

When he heads to the troll-
ing motor, his second unit
provides the ability to stay
on the fish.

What he wants to see on the
down-scan imagery is some
kind of cover on the bottom:

a stump or tree, for example.

“You can see the structure
that’s down there, and then
you can see if there’s fish on
it” Thompson said.

While he does use side-scan
imagery to locate potential
hotspots off the sides of his
boat, his down-scan images
are the real key to spotting crappie.

“It’s harder to see fish on side-scan,’
the guide explained. “You can see bass
because you see the shadows of the fish,
but crappie are harder to see”

“Seeing” the fish on down-scan images
is something of an art, since the units
show baitfish as well as predators.

The key is the size and shape of the
signature.

Baitfish, for instance, look more like
static. And the little fish are usually in
clumps.

Crappie show up as sort of round puffs.

“Once you train yourself what to look for,
they're easy to pick out because they look
like little cheese balls;” Thompson said.
“Crappie are easy to pick off of structure
because they look like little cheese balls
— they're just little round disks”

And, while it’s cool to idle over a
spot and see dozens of fish ganged up,
Thompson said he doesn’t hesitate to
stop if only a few crappie show up.

“You don’t have to have a whole bunch
of them on there to catch a whole bunch
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of fish because the shallower you go,
they’re going to run from you,” he said.

So when he spots a few fish on some
structure, he’ll shut off the main motor
and spend a few minutes probing the
area to allow any fish that were spooked
to return.

Even if he doesn't find the mother lode,
such stops can quickly add to the box.

“You'll wind up catching four or five
fish, and you might crank up and motor
not even a quarter of a mile and find four
or five more and catch those, or at least,
in general, youre going to catch half of
them,” Thompson said.

Because of the wary nature of crappie, the
guide doesn’t look for shallow-water areas.

“Idon’t usually try to look for fish
in anything less than about 15 feet of
water because it scatters them too bad,
Thompson said.

A color sonar unit also is mounted on
the front of his boat so he can get a really
good visual of what the fish are doing.

“You see those arches?” Thompson said,
pointing to the screen. “Those are crappie”

Andy Crawford

Above a group of these arches was a
bunch of dots representing bait.

“You can watch the fish feed,’
Thompson said. “When the baitfish ball
curves up, theyre running from crappie.

“That’s when you know you're on feed-
ing fish”

Thompson said he carefully manages
his time to ensure he goes home with
plenty of meat.

“When you come across some fish, fish
for them,” he said. “Catch four or five,
and if it slows down go find you some
more — catch what you can.

“Don’t camp out on them, though”

T 3 = T
RIGHT

Effective depths to target crappie vary,
Living the Dream Guide Services’ Jerry
“J.T” Thompson said.

“Right now (in mid-April), we're catch-
ing most of our fish in 15 to 18 feet of

water, Thompson said. “In June, that
level may be 20 to 24 feet”



FACING PAGE: Crappie are easy to spot on down-
scan images, showing up as “little cheese balls.”
RIGHT: Crappie move deeper as the summer heats
up, but just be sure you fish above the thermocline.

But it also depends on the portion of the
lake in which youTe fishing,

“Up and down the lake, that depth will
change a little,; Thompson said. “Up north,
there’s not as much depth, so the fish will be
shallower. Down south they will be deeper.

“We know the fish in the San Patricio area
will orient shallower than at Indian Mounds
because there’s not as much depth”

Just be certain you'e staying above the
thermocline.

“There are no fish below the thermocline,
Thompson said. “There’s no oxygen down
there”

Again, you can expect the thermocline to
be shallower in the northern reaches of the

lake than down near the dam.
Andy Crawford

GET THE BEST ELECTRONICS UP NEXT >
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GET THE BEST ELECTRONICS

Jerry “J.T” Thompson said he might skimp on some
things, but electronics are worth a little splurge.

That’s why he has two Humminbird Solix 12s, which retail
for nearly $3,000 each — but he said it's money well spent.

“I'm not sponsored by any (manufacturer), but this is the
only unit I'll use;” Thompson said.

Of course, the amazing detail of the down- and side-scan
imagery is one of the reasons he loves the unit.

But he said there’s also another important reason — par-
ticularly for anglers fishing on Toledo Bend.

“You can get Humminbird’s LakeMaster charts, and it’s
the best contour mapping available,” Thompson said.

The charts, which were completed recently, show the
lake’s bottom in 1-foot contours, allowing Thompson to
precisely determine where he thinks crappie are most
likely to congregate.

And the maps are available on an app, so he can pull
them up on his iPad at home and make plans before he
even hits the water.

The most important factor in getting the most out of your
unit is to ensure the transducer is correctly mounted.

“The placement of your transducer is huge,” Thompson
said. “I (originally) had mine mounted where it was hitting
the lower unit (of the outboard), and it was messing up my
picture.  moved it, and it made all the difference.

“Irecommend putting it as far away from your motor as
possible. Your picture will come out so much better”
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LOOK DOWN FOR SLABS

Paying someone who knows how the units operate is
wise, he said.

“I recommend having it professionally installed,’
Thompson said. “They will know what they’re doing”

The key, whether you go all-in for a Solix or buy another
of the many options, is to install electronics that will maxi-
mize your time on the water.

“You want to get the best electronics you can afford,
Thompson said. “It’s like what we do with all our hobbies
and toys: Youve got to spend as much money as you can to
get the best electronics you can.

“Youre going to get what you pay for”

DON’T FORGET THE BRIDGE UP NEXT >

Purchasing the best electronics you can afford will go
a long way to maximizing your time on the water.

Andy Crawford



RE-GRAND OPENING

Dealer in Louisiana’

*As per BassCat dealer meeting 2017

TOW 12893 Highway 84 West STORE HOURS
Trout, LA 71371 Mon-Fri 8:00am-5:30pm

—— (318) 992-4774 Sat 8:00am-2:00pm

—— www.tandcmarine.com Sun Closed ‘
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LOOK DOWN FOR SLABS Pendleton Bridge is always a good
> option to find slab crappie.

DON’'T FORGET THE BRIDGE

If you're having trouble finding crappie on bottom contours,
that’s OK. There’s another feature on Toledo Bend guaranteed
to hold plenty of fish.

Just launch near Pendleton Bridge and ease into position
under the roadway.

“The bridge always holds fish,” Thompson said. “We catch
(crappie) on it summer, winter, whatever.

“It’s just an easy place to get started”

He said the ends closest to the banks are usually crowded with
boats early in the year because fish funnel through the pilings.

As the weather warms, however, fish move out to deeper water.

“The bridge is good, whether it's day or night,” Thompson
said. “The bridge has lights on it, so if it’s too hot to fish in the
daytime, you can do it at night”

He said fish tuck under the bridge during broiling summer
days to take advantage of the shade.

“In the daytime you want to wait until the middle of the day,
and then you can sit in that shade and fish,” he said.

No matter what time of day you hit the bridge, fishing is
pretty consistent.

“Usually, about halfway to the bottom is where most of the fish
are, Thompson said. “They tend to come around those cross
members that are there at about 12 feet”

Andy Crawford

J.T.”S CRAPPIE RIGS

Thompson loathes using live bait (although he carries min-
nows when he’s fishing with clients). Instead, he tightlines
1/32-ounce jigheads with plastics to pick up bites.

“I'm going to use a jig if I can catch one on it,” he said. “The
only way I'm going to use a minnow is if I just can't catch (a
crappie) on a jig”

The Right Lines...
Great Service...

At the

Best Prices!! ]

12517

www.metroboating.com

S

2003
FRONTIER

218I0LY,
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But his rig is a bit different. Namely, he adds a 3/0 splitshot
weight a few inches above the jig.

“Ilearned that from a guy named Bill Fondren,” Thompson
said. “He said it gives (the jig) a little extra action; it makes that
jig do something different.

“And he said that crappie have to be able to see that splitshot,
so it looks like a little fish chasing something”’

Of course, the added weight also makes it easier to cast when
the wind is blowing,.

The only downside to fishing jigs on structure is that you can
count on getting hung up.

“If youre going to structure fish, you have to have a lot of
jigheads,” Thompson said. “You will get hung up and you will
break off”

He uses a variety of plastics, including Bobby Garland Baby
Shads, Cajun Lures Slim Jimmys and Panfish Assassins.

Color is determined based on time of day, although for this crap-
pie slayer it's more
amatter of shade.

“Earlier in the day
I'll use something
a little darker;
something with
more contrast
to it Thompson
said. “The brighter
the day, the lighter
the color. You
don’t need as
much contrast”

And crappie
niblets are usually
found on his jigs.

“Thate the fact
that I need them
because it goes
against everything
we say — you
want (your jig)
to look natural,
and then you put
a piece of butt
cheese on it,
Thompson said.
“But the stuff
works. It just works”

He uses fluorocarbon line because it gets more bites, with
8-pound his choice when guiding and 6-pound being used
when he’s out fishing for fun.

“I'm going to get bit more,” Thompson said. “But fluorocarbon

Andy Crawford

Jerry“).T"Thompson adds a 3/0 splitshot a
few inches above his crappie jig to give the
lure extra action and help with casting in
the wind. Lure color depends on the day.
The brighter the day, the lighter the color.

is expensive, and youTe going
to go through a bunch ofit. Andy Crawford has spent

« 5 . s nearly his entire career writing
Youre going to break off” = about and photographing

Louisiana’s hunting and fishing
community. Learn more about
his work at www.AndyCrawford.
Photography.
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Technology
for the
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DUVIC’S BOATS

3650 Westbank Expwy. Harvey, LA

204-341-1654
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Kevin Lawson

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

By Chris Ginn

BETTER LATE
THAN NEVER

Late afternoon trout frips typically offer calmer winds, fewer boafs,
cooler femperatures — and plenty of specks. Here’s how one
nofrills Fourchon angler avoids the crowd and sfill fills up his box.

Ithough he still gets up
some mornings at 3 a.m.
to participate in the

rat race to go catch fish, Kevin
Lawson admittedly isn’t as mad at
speckled trout as he used to be.

Like many people who eventu-
ally mature to the point of not
caring what anybody else really
thinks, this Denham Springs
angler makes no bones about
grabbing some live shrimp, a box
of treble hooks and some popping
corks, and then launching his
boat 12 hours later — at 3 in the
afternoon.

Lawson kind of stumbled into
the evening bite out of Port
Fourchon a few summers ago
when he started taking his
mother Eathel Seal and some of
her friends out on the water.

June 2018 | Louisiana Sportsman
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late-afternoon trout

ctually I didn’t

stumble into

it as much as

she pushed me

into it Lawson

chuckled. “She
told me she wasn'’t getting up early to go
fishing,

“You never hear about anybody going in
the evening, and nobody will go with you
in the evening, and they don’t take you
in the evening — so you don’t know that
the evening is even an option.”

But what Lawson found during the later
trips was few to no boats, calm winds,
calm water, slightly cooler temperatures
— and lots of trout.

In fact, he started having some of the
most memorable fishing trips of his life.

“Just last summer my mom came down
with one of her friends, Pauline Bankston
from Franklinton,” he said. “She had never
even been saltwater fishing before, and she
didn’t want to go in the morning, either.

“We had a couple other guys in the boat,
and I mean to tell you it was everything
we could do to keep those two ladies
baited up and in the water — because
they were hammering the trout one after
another”

The group boxed more than 80 specks,
and that trip pretty much sealed the deal
for Lawson committing himself more to
targeting evenings for speckled trout.

A SIMPLE PLAN
OF ATTACK

But he isn’t what you would call a tech-
nical angler. His approach to saltwater
fishing out of Fourchon is more akin to
his earliest white perch fishing trips in
Washington Parish farm ponds.

“Man, I just fish around until I find
some that want to bite,” he said. “Td love
to be able to tell you that because the
wind was blowing from the west with a
1.2-foot tidal range that the trout were
eating bait in a 4-foot trough off East
Timbalier, but that’s not my approach.”

That’s why Lawson fell in love with fish-
ing during the evening: It doesn’t require
a technical approach, and literally any-
body can go out there and do it and be
successful.

“I guess if T had to come up with some
kind of theory, Id say that the trout
aren’t as pressured during the evening so
theyre more willing to bite;” he said. “And
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I think that might actually have some-
thing to do with it. I know deer and ducks
respond better when they don't have as
much pressure on them, so it only stands
to reason that fish would, too.”

Although Lawson’s approach tends to
be more haphazard than technical, he
does follow a plan as he works his way
from Fourchon to East Timbalier.

“I start at the rocks coming out of
Fourchon and hit the barges,” he said.
“Then I hit a couple of the rigs on the
way to East Timbalier. If time allows me
to, I might work the same stuff in reverse
on my way back in. It’s kind of a round-
robin approach that works for me”

Lawson fishes the same route during
the mornings sometimes, and he has
found that he definitely catches more
trout during the evening than he does
when the sun is rising.

THE ‘LAWSON RIG’
GETS IT DONE

And he doesn’t do anything special to
put trout in the boat.

“Ifish live bait on a treble hook under
a cork;’ the self-deprecating angler said.
“It’s so simple some of my friends call it
the ‘Lawson rig’ — just like fishing one
of Dickie’s Hy Way Pak minnows under a
cork for white perch around Franklinton.
It doesn't take a lot of brains to do that”

Lawson says his
friends mess with
him all the time
and claim that he
is cheating by fish-
ing live bait under
a cork, but he’s
quick to respond
that putting fish
in the boat isn't
cheating — it’s
called being suc-
cessful.

His standard rig
includes an H&H
popping cork - the
one with the black
wire - and 3 feet
of leader tied to a
treble hook. The
only deviation from this setup is adding 3
more feet to his leader when he’s fishing
the rigs.

“As for the live shrimp,” Lawson contin-
ued, “I figure that if I'm going to spend

Chris Ginn

A great trip last summer with his mom
Eathel Seal, left, and her friend Pauline
Bankston, convinced Kevin Lawson
late-afternoon was the right time for
trout.

$250 on gas, drinks and ice, another $50
on live shrimp is no big deal. If 'm driv-
ing that far to catch fish, I see live shrimp
as insurance to keep me from going
home with an empty box”

And he believes a treble hook, which
offers him two more chances to stick a
fish per hook, are worth the hassle.

“They're alittle harder to deal with than
asingle hook; he said, “but fish just don’t

Kevin Lawson uses live shrimp on a treble hook with about
3 feet of leader under an H&H popping cork to catch most
of his speckled trout.

come off when they eat a live shrimp on a
treble hook. I run one of the hooks under
the horn up by the head. I don't figure a fish
even knows what it is when he eats it —
shrimp have all those sharp points, anyway.

Kevin Lawson



“But if you fish with treble hooks you
better keep a good pair of pliers handy to
help you take the hooks out, because they
can get all kinds of tangled up in a fish”

As far as his fishing technique goes,
Lawson suggested that if he can catch
fish like this in the evening then anybody
could do the same.

“I'm not a very smart angler; he
laughed. “Seriously, I just troll around
until I find a bunch of fish. Sure, if I see
birds diving or shrimp jumping then I
know to go there, but otherwise I just
keep fishing. If they’re not biting here, I
try over there. Sooner or later, I'll come

Late-afternoon trips out of Fourchon offer more pleasant
conditions, fewer competing boats, great family time —
and plenty of specks.

in the parking lot in the morning, but
there might be only 10 in the evening,
and some of those are there because they
went to their camps,” he said. “I have
fished out of there in the evening and lit-
erally seen no other boats on the water.”
Because of the simplicity of it all, the
evening sets up nicely for introducing
novice anglers to the sport. Whether
kids, elderly parents or a friend who has
never fished before, the evening offers a
serene time to be on the water to learn
without having to deal with crowds.

continues on page 50

across a pile of them”

At East Timbalier, Lawson
generally starts fishing about
75 yards off the island then
trolls in and out as he works his
way around - always with his
live shrimp 3 feet under a cork.

When he’s on the rigs,
Lawson has learned that the
fish tend to be in a different
spot just about every time,
so the same ‘troll-around-
until-he-finds-them’ approach
works there, too.

TIDAL MOVE-
MENT IS KEY

“About the only thing I insist
on other than my live shrimp
is some kind of tidal move-
ment,” Lawson added. “T know
some people that know exactly
where to go based on what
the tide is doing, but I'm just
happy to have some moving
water. That always makes
things a lot easier, which is
what fishing in the evening is
all about”

For a 3 to 7:30 p.m. trip,
Lawson said 50 shrimp per per-
son is about right, and he isn’t
picky on sizes, taking whatever
the bait shop dips out.

Having made a few morning
trips out of the public ramp at
Fourchon and then following
them up with evening trips,
Lawson says there is a marked
difference in the number of
trucks in the parking lot.

“You may see 50 to 60 trucks

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

Kevin Lawson

No more slipping
and sliding,
just fishing

Perfect on front
and rear decks

Most Sheets 40”x 62"

Also available with peel
and stick backing

Flat, Straight Groove,
Diamond or
Waffle Groove

Increase the
value of your boat

ORDER TODAY!

504.340.0344
504.340.5221
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late-afternoon trout

continued from page 49

“I don’t have any statistics to back me up,” Lawson said, “but I
would imagine there are more cases of boat rage in the morn-
ing than there would ever be in the evening.”

BENEFITS OF BEING LATE

Although Lawson typically makes his summertime evening
runs out of Fourchon, he says he has also had success fishing
later at other hotspots around South Louisiana.

“As a matter of fact, I took my mom and a high school friend to
Four Horse Lake out of Delacroix, and I've also had some good
evening trips at the Trestles in Lake Pontchartrain,” Lawson
added.

If you're thinking Lawson’s simplified way to catching trout
in the evening somehow makes him a simple-minded angler,
he’s perfectly fine with that. He's actually beyond caring what
you think — and puts much more emphasis on what the trout
think.

And based on what he’s seen on the water, trout must think
he’s doing something right. In fact, Lawson might not be as
mad at them as he used to be — but the trout are sure starting
to get upset with him. =

Chris Ginn has been covering
hunting and fishing in Louisi-
anasince 1998. He lives with
his wife Jennifer and children
Matthew and Rebecca along
the Bogue Chitto River in rural
Washington Parish. His blog
can be found at chrisginn.com.

For Kevin Lawson, sleeping in and making late afternoon
trout trips out of Port Fourchon is the only way to go for
less-pressured trout.

Kevin Lawson

Louisiana Sportsman [ June 2018

AES

are evalleble et {hese
REAILERSS

ATV Honda
Zone of Lafayette
62366 Commercial St. 1708 N. University Ave.
Roseland, LA 70456 Lafayette, LA 70507

985-747-1550 337-234-6632

Bocos Engine Loewer
Service Powersports
208 E. Magnolia St. 5909 Coliseum Blvd
Ville Platte, LA 70586 Alexandria, LA 71303

337-363-1780 318-487-9495

Friendly McKinney
Honda Honda
10939 Airline Hwy. 715 N. Service Rd. E
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 Ruston, LA 71270

225-292-6242 318-255-6777

Friendly Motion Cyclesports
Powersports of DeRidder
888 Old Spanish Traile 19189 Lake Charles Hwy.

Slidell, LA 70458
985-643-4556

DeRidder, LA 70634
337-463-8110

G&C Southside
Honda Cycle Shop, Inc.
2415 E. 70th St. 6914 Johnston St.
Shreveport, LA 71105 Lafayette, LA 70503

318-797-1222 337-984-0401
Honda of Covington Sportsman’s
Powersports Cycle & Marine
152 Holiday Square Blvd. 708 Brashear Ave.
Covington, LA 70433  Morgan City, LA 70380

985-892-9730 985-385-4080
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See The 2018 Rancher Today At Your
Local Participating Honda dealers!

—

Support Those That Support You!
Your Local Participating Honda Dealers!

—
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THE 2018 MODELS ,;J

777 ——
ARE HERE'.. YOUR FISHING'AND
HUNTING HEADQUARTERS

SAND

Also available in

gray or khaki
17605 66 ' 2072JCEJBAY !
F50 Yamaha, battery, running lights, bilge pump, livewell pump, F115 Yamaha w/ SS prop, leaning post, (2) rod boxes full
gauges, built in fuel tank, windshield, seats and pedestals, galv. instrumentation, (2) fishing seats, plus passenger seats,
trailer, tie downs & transom saver and non-skid liner. non-skid liner, DLX aluminum trailer w/spare tire

PROWLER SERIES

- BOWTQ
PROWLER 1751 STERN PROWLER 165 !

F70 Yamaha, ss prop, 2 batteries, troll motor, depth F50 Yamaha, ss prop, 2 batteries, troll motor,
finder, non-skid liner, galv. trailer w/spare tire and amm depthfinder, non-skid liner, galv. trailer w/
much more. Ready to fish!! spare tire, and much more. Ready to fish!!

ALL POWERED BY CAlINUSYTODAYAEOR
YAMAHA

*According to AlumaCraft business summary 1/1/15 to 12/31/15

Breaux & Daigle Marine, Inc.
985-252-6411 | Hwy. 70, Pierre Part, LA
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FAMILIES. FISHING.
FOREVER.

2072CCIBAY e
F150 Yamaha 4 stroke, w/ SS
prop, hyd. steering, leaning

post, (2) rod boxes, full
instrumentation, (2) fishing

seats, plus passenger seats,
non-skid liner, DLX

aluminum trailer,

w/spare tire

1650ISPECIAINCE

F40 Yamaha, galv. trailer, fuel tank, battery

Better;BuiltXBetterRide S BetterValuel

BIG SELECTION OF...
BOAT;
TRAILERS /'Y

GALVANIZED & ALUMINUM

1 1 F 0” 0”
SIZES 16' - 20 Bssrpmtﬁ-.r,

11860]CE !

F70 Yamaha w/SS prop, battery, running lights, bilge pump,
livewell pump, gauges, fuel tank, windshield, seats and
pedestals, aluminum trailer, tie downs & transom saver and
non-ski liner

ﬂ % Eﬂw | F90 Yamaha w/ SS prop, leaning post, full

instrumentation, (2) fishing seats, plus
passenger seats, non-skid liner, aluminum
trailer w/spare tire. Available in gray or sand

YA M A H A REMEMBER to always observe all applicable
boating laws. Never drink and drive. Dress properly

with a USCG-approved personal floatation device YA M A H A

and protective gear. ©2008 Yamaha Motor
Corporation, USA. All rights reserved.

ALL POWERED BY

www.LouisianaSportsman.com
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PERFECTING
POCKET
HOPPING .

IDENTIFYING THE TYPES AND SIZES OF
POCKETS BASS ARE INHABITING RIGHT
NOW IS A BIG KEY TO CATCHING
FISH. HERE'S HOW A COUPLE OF ELITE
SERIES PROS BREAK IT DOWN.

T hink of a scavenger hunt: You're try-
ing to locate a specific object and
the task requires a lot of looking.
Random scrambling wastes too much
time, so you try to mentally break down
the search by likely parameters — where
would the hunted items likely exist?
That'’s essentially the premise behind
“pocket hopping.” The phrase means what
it sounds like it means — working from
one pocket to the next; often running a
similar pattern, in hopes of finding bass.
“From spring all the way through fall,
pocket hopping can be phenomenal,” said
Bassmaster Elite Series pro Mike Iaconelli.
“The interesting thing is that, like dock
fishing or running ledges, you have to
figure out the particulars of what kind of
pocket the fish want.
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When Greg Hackney finds weed mats,
he knows a pocket holds fish.
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kind of pockets are

they in. Are they in
big main lake pockets or are they in small
side pockets? And those can be sleepers,
by the way. A lot of guys ignore small side
pockets. So, after I identify the types of
pockets, the next thing is to put the other
factors into play”

Here are some of the main criteria:

ALL IN THE ANGLES

For starters, consider the bank angle.
Fish need different things in different
times of the year, and how abruptly the
bank meets the water says a lot about
when it’s going to be most popular.

“In the springtime, I'm going to look for
the flatter pockets; and you can do that
by looking at a paper topo map or the
mapping that comes standard on most
GPS units; said Elite pro Greg Hackney.
“Typically, that flat, shallow water warms
up quicker and gives them more places
to spawn.

“You can catch them in the deeper
pockets in the spring, but not as many. It
seems like those flatter pockets replenish
faster and there will be more fish bed-
ding in those pockets.”

During the summer months, Hackney
said the preference flips and those pock-
ets with steeper banks start to shine. For
his summertime work, Iaconelli said he
likes pockets with deeper water and a
dominant channel running into them.

” he first thing I try to
do is identify what

Louisiana Sportsman [ June 2018

These drains, he said, provide security,
comfortable water temperatures and
feeding opportunities.

“A place with cover on it is a sweet spot
— aspot on a spot, we call it;’ laconelli
said. “It would be like where that drain
runs in the back of a pocket and touches
something like an isolated brush pile, or
alog; that’s the ticket”

Hackney adds this thought: “With sum-
mertime pocket hopping, it can just be a
1- or 2-foot ditch. The deepest part of the
pocket may be 3 feet, but the best part
is where that 3 feet of water gets close
to the cover or close to the bank. I don’t
care if you spend all of your time in 6 feet
or less, or 60-foot deep; there’s hardly
any way to truly be efficient without
electronics”

This clearly applies to another of

Pockets with docks immediately rise in interest,
due to their shady cover.

When pocket hopping, keep an eye
out for bream beds, which have a
magnetic-like attraction for bass.

Taconelli’s faves — secondary points.
Tuck inside the mouth of a major creek
or pocket and note where those lesser
extensions occur. Natural gathering
spots for forage and therefore natural
feeding spots for predators, secondary
points offer that ideal blend of shallow
strategy with quick access to deeper
water.

THE BIG COVER UP

Hackney's biggest summertime require-
ment is a pocket with cover. That might
be bank grass with floating vegetation
matted nicely, docks or overhanging
trees.

“I'm going to be looking for some
place that whenever that sun is beating
straight down, that fish has a place to
hide;” Hackney said. “Typically, once the
weather gets warm, I'm going to stay
away from clean pockets without cover.
With that being said, if you have a clean
pocket that has one good piece of cover
on it, chances are it will have a bass on it.

“It’s not necessarily that I would be
against fishing shallow pockets in the
summertime, but they just have to have
that piece of overhang. It can be a lean-
ing tree; something that allows that fish
to suspend in the shade some time dur-
ing the day”

Similarly, Iaconelli likes finding pockets
with brush in the back. The rest of the
area may be lackluster, but a little cover
in the right place will draw fish with
magnetic force.

“You hit three pockets, you get one bite
and it’s in the only pocket with brush in
the back; they're the kind of pockets I'm

continues on page 58



So, you pullinto a pocket and you want to
see it empty, right? Well, if we're talking other
boats, then yes; solitude is golden. However,
the right kind of company can be just what
you want — and that means birds.

Indeed, our feathered pals are more than
company; they offer clues that can greatly
impact our bass-hunting efforts. Now, if
you're envisioning a duck flying circles over
bass and pointing downward with its beak,
you're going to be disappointed. But if you
learn to interpret legitimate

Loons are a sure sign of bait schools, and that

food source means a productive pocket.

bird signs, this knowledge
can minimize your search and
maximize your output.

Coots: These grass eaters
won't stray far from their food
source, so spotting a bunch
of these pudgy, short-billed
birds clustered at the surface
should tell you you're around
top-notch bass habitat. Not
only will coots identify the
grass, their positioning will
provide advance recon about
the layout — where the grass
starts, where it drops, etc.

Loons: These large diving
birds have short, stout necks
and relatively small beaks, but
they're good at catching shad,
so take their presence as a
clear sign of bait schools. Big-
ger loons can catch hefty bait-
fish, so finding a pocket with
full-grown ones may lead you
to your day’s biggest catch.

Sea gulls: Simple as it gets;
gulls — and terns — hover-
ing at the surface indicates a
bait school pushing close to
the surface. The baitfish only
do this when they're under
attack, so white birds near
the water usually mean bass
below. =

- David A. Brown
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Mike laconelli expects to find big bass
utilizing pockets with deeper water
during the summer months.

going to target;” he said. “I'm going to let the fish tell me what
they want”

And don’t overlook water clarity as a form of concealment —
or lack thereof. Iaconelli said he’s had tournaments where he
could only catch fish in clear-water pockets, while other times
found only stained areas productive.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Possibly the most important detail for pocket hopping is food.
With the exception of the spawn, bass will always want to have
a food source readily available, so pay close attention to the
meal options.

Shad schools play a big role here and savvy anglers will moni-
tor their side-imaging sonar when advancing into a pocket.
Spot a wad of baitfish holding on a channel turn or a little drop,
and you can bet they won’t go unnoticed.

“Ilove pockets that have wind blowing into them and, some-
times that alone is the criteria for which ones I fish,” Iaconelli
said. “If  have my choice, I want the pockets with wind blowing
into them, because that blows bait into them and the fish are
easier to catch in cleaner water”

The other one is seasonal, but it’s a straight-up bass magnet
— bream beds. When panfish — bluegill and others — start
making little ones, they tend to cluster their nests in close

proximity. This creates an irresistible feeding opportunity for
opportunistic bass, which roam the banks and pick off dis-
tracted panfish.

In clear water, a bunch of bream beds often take on a honeycomb
pattern. Keep watch for boils and wakes in the shallows and a
hungry bass might give up his location — and that of his buds.

BAIT SELECTION

For those bream bed fish, a topwater bait is one of your best
options. Walkers will earn some attention, but since the strike
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A pocket’s points are some of your best options

— and cranking is always a good bet.

zone is often pretty tight, you may not have a lot of
space for an effective cadence. You'll do better here
with poppers and prop baits which don’t need a lot
of space to make a lot of commotion.

The old reliable wacky-rigged stick worm’s another
option, but mostly as a follow-up. If you can get that
topwater bite, the adrenalin rush is worth the effort.

For general pocket work, Iaconelli leads with crank-
baits. Especially when he’s covering water to find
fish, he’s a fan of the Rapala DT10, DT14 and DT20,
depending on depth.

“Once I'locate the sweet spot, I'll be in the middle of
that drain, and I'll quarter cast as I'm going down that drain,’
Taconelli said. “They tell you, pretty quickly, if youre on the
right spot. You hook one and there’s often more behind it, so
you hit Spot-Lock, drop a marker buoy or whatever you want
to do.

“T'll continue to catch them, but I'll always have a follow-up
bait and one of my favorites is an old-school Carolina rig with a
Berkley Power Lizard or Berkley Power Worm. It’s a great clean-
up bait”

Hackney says his No. 1 pocket-hopping bait is a Strike King
KVD Sexy Frog (no pun intended), but he’s also going to keep a

KVD 1.5 squarebill and a Strike King Thunder Cricket bladed jig
handy. Swimming a Hack Attack swim jig also delivers this time
of year, as does flipping a Strike King Shimmy Stick with a light

sinker.

Whatever your bait of choice,
know that pocket hopping
holds the potential for big-
time summer success. The
fish are waiting, so ... hop to it.
(Sorry, couldn’t resist.) =

Afull-time freelance writer
specializing in sport fishing,
David A. Brown splits his
time between journalism and
marketing communications
(www.tightwords.com).
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(apt. John Falterman likes bank sinkers
over egg sinkers because they don't
roll once on the bottom. INSET: Nice
speckled trout can be found at the
Trestles in June, despite what many
anglers think.

hat he would have
a problem chang-
ing, though, is the
setup he was fish-
ing. Falterman is a
big believer in the drop-shot rig, and it’s
what separates his boat from the million
others throwing the same bait.

“(With the drop-shot), the bait is always
suspended, and the weight is always
on the bottom,” he said. “It’s easier for
people to feel”

Soon after, Falterman began raking in
speckled trout that couldn’t resist his
offering of live shrimp.

The quality of the fish was impressive,
but it certainly wasn't abnormal for June,
despite what many people think.

Falterman said most anglers believe
there are only male trout left at the
Trestles in June, but every year he dem-
onstrates that’s false. In fact, on a trip he
had early last summer, he said 90 percent
of the fish he caught were females.

June may seem late to most people
to fish the Trestles. The most common
months to work the train bridge are in
the fall and spring, but Falterman said
anglers bypass the bridge too soon.

“It depends on how hot it gets, but I fish
this bridge all the way into July; he said.
“Year after year, it changes, and that’s
something you just have to figure out.”

ESTABLISH
THE PATTERN

When he first pulls up to the bridge,
Falterman doesn't just cast in one spot.
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He and his clients make multiple casts in
different areas.

“We fan cast and see where they are hold-
ing;” he said. “Once you find out where
they are, you can hone in on that one area,
instead of bouncing back and forth”

That’s exactly what Falterman did on
this trip, when he took his son Jacob
and two guests. After casting around the
boat, Falterman and his son figured out
the fish were hanging a good bit off the
pilings.

Once that was established, the anglers
didn’t waste any casts anywhere else.

Usually, Falterman has a specific side of
the bridge he likes to fish.

“It’s pretty much all on the west side,” he
said. “You have a lot more trollers on the
east side.”

Although you can catch fish on plastics,
having live shrimp is vital for fishing the
Trestles in June. Falterman loads his bait-
well up for a variety of reasons.

“Once the legs get eaten off and they're
not jumping around and being frisky, you

continues on page 69

HOW TO RIG A
DROP-SHOT

Perhaps the most popular way to rig
a live shrimp for fishing the bottom is
a Carolinarig. It's been a staple setup
for years, and there are still many
people who use it today.

But when fishing heavily pressured
areas, like the Trestles in Lake Pon-
tchartrain, you have to do something
a little different. Otherwise, you're just
another guy throwing just another
shrimp at the same bridge.

For this reason and many more, Capt.
John Falterman is a huge fan of the
drop-shot rig for live shrimp.

To tie his drop shot, Falterman first
cuts a 42-inch piece of 30-pound
Trilene Big Game monofilament. He
prefers this heavy line, and his reason-
ing is sound.

“| don't have to worry about chang-
ing it because | know every time | get
a little fray, I'm still going to have 17-,
18-pound test, Falterman said.

On one end of the line, he ties a No.
6 Eagle Claw treble hook. The veteran
guide prefers this style of hook to any
of the other ones.

“Ninety-nine percent of our fish are
flipped in the boat,"he said.”l don't
want to be putting the whole (drop
shot) in the net because it gets all
tangled in it.

“We have less chance of losing a fish
with a treble hook because it's going
to grab one of the hard parts of their
mouth!

To the other end of the monofila-
ment, Falterman connects a 1-ounce
bank sinker. He definitely prefers this
over a traditional egg sinker.

“That bank sinker holds to the bottom
more, and then when you're dragging
it across the shells, it'll knock around”
he said.”The egg sinker has a swivel in
it, and | think it tends to roll, so if you're
fishing a drop off, it rolls down”

A 1-ounce weight may seem a little
heavy, but Falterman likes it because
it sticks to the bottom better, and it
gets the bait down faster.

“Even with the 1-ounce, | can still feel
when | don't have any bait," he said.

To finish the rig, Falterman folds the
drop-shot in half, positioning the treble
hook about halfway up the rig. He then
ties an overhand knot, and connects
his 30-pound braid to that loop.

- Joel Masson
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OTHER OPTIONS
FOR SPECKS

The Lake Pontchartrain Trestles isn't the
only place Capt. John Falterman fishes in
June for speckled trout. On calm days, he
likes to run out to some of the near-shore
rigs, particularly if he's struggling at the
Trestles that day.

"The Lake Borgne rigs are really hot in
June/he said."Those shells concentrate
the fish”

Anywhere along the coast, speckled
trout love holding on oyster reefs and
hard bottoms, and areas in Lake Borgne
are no exception.

“The shrimp can't bury themselves on
the shell pads, Falterman said."Usually,
those fish are sitting up against those shell
pads, and they're ambushing the bait”

Electronics are invaluable in deep-water
fisheries, like Lake Pontchartrain and sur-
rounding areas. Locating the shell pads —
which is a must if you want to catch fish at
the Lake Borgne structures — is a whole
lot easier with a quality depth finder.

In fact, Falterman believes in them so

much that he has nearly $7,000 worth of
electronics on his boat.

“A (fish finder) takes a little bit of the
guess work out of it,"he said."Learn your
electronics, and if you're going to use
them, use them to your advantage

The specific fish finder Falterman has on
his boat is a Humminbird Onix 10, with
both side-imaging and down-imaging.

Besides fishing Lake Borgne, Falterman

If the Trestles are slow, rigs in Lake
Borgne surrounded by underwater
shell pads are a good bet for specks.

Patrick Bonin

recommends anglers explore the whole
Pontchartrain fishery to locate fish.

“Find the cleanest water you can from
(the Trestles) to the Biloxi Marsh," he
advised."You can get away from the
boats, but it's a matter of getting a mind
set you may have to bounce around and
burn a bit of fuel to get on them!

- Joel Masson
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Netterville Lumber Company is your complete
solution to professional moldings like Crown
Molding, Wall Paneling, and Trim Moldings. Custom
Trim & Solid Hardwood Floors. We look forward to
working with homeowners, designers and builders.

www.nettervillelumbercom

800.343.4577
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WANT REDS?
HEAD HERE

One of the most underrated
areas in the Lake Pontchartrain
Basin is Lake Catherine. Lake
Pontchartrain and Lake Borgne
receive a lot more pressure
throughout the year, but
Lake Catherine produces a
lot of redfish this time of year,
according to Capt. John Falter-
man.

“You can work the shorelines
from the rocks all the way to
Unknown Pass,"he said.

Falterman said what he
throws to the reds depends
on the skill level of the people
he's fishing with. If he's with
experienced anglers, he likes
throwing ChatterBaits and
spinnerbaits.

However, if he's with clients,
he likes throwing live shrimp
under a popping cork.

Falterman hurls these lures in
two different types of terrain.

“We catch them on the edge
of the grass, and we catch
them by the rocks,"he said.

As far as size on the reds,
Falterman said they're good
eaters.

“Typically, they're going to
be slot reds," he said.“We don't
catch that many overs in there!

When fishing in Lake Cath-
erine, a falling tide seems to
concentrate the fish.

“You want to fish all those
points and pockets," he said.
"All that bait is staying around
there”

Speaking of bait, Falterman
said the redfish feed on a lot of
fiddler crabs in that lake.

- Joel Masson

(apt. John Falterman impales
his live shrimp on treble hooks
because of the great hook-up ratio.

DOWN EAST
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Many anglers tie up to the Trestles to anchor,
but Capt. John Falterman simply uses his Minn

continued from page 64 Kota Ulterra to keep his position.

attract more of the trash fish than you would a trout,” he said.
“Although the shrimp are expensive, I'd rather have one good
trout than take off croakers and catfish”

Once he notices a shrimp is on its last leg, Falterman will reach
his dip net in the bait well and scoop out a fresh, lively one.

The tides in Lake Pontchartrain are about as predictable as a
teenaged girl. However, just because theyre hard to gauge, doesn't
mean you should ignore them.

“You can go on the north side (of the Trestles) and have a different
tide movement than you will on the south side,” Falterman said.

The strength of the current dictates where the fish will be rela-
tive to the bridge.

“You can have the current to where it’s too strong, and theyre
way off the bridge;” he said. “Sometimes, were throwing 100,
200 yards off the bridge.

“You'll actually see the boats
throwing behind, or they’re

way out and throwing paral- G
lel with the bridge”

AWAY

Another thing Falterman
does differently is how he

anchors. Most anglers either §209.9495 BBandRVPARK.com

26'x40' RV & Boat side by side - $535/m
either method, so he uses 13'x40' Slngle Boat Parking = 5275/ m

drop an anchor overboard, or
they tie up to the bridge.
Falterman isn’t a fan of

the Spot-Lock feature on his
M Rots Ultone. One Year Rentals Only

“Idon’t have to worry about
pulling up an anchor, and

ANCHORS Qw&ﬂ

AMENITIES

Private Bulk headed Boat
Launch 20' wide

Gated with keypad access

Large covered Boat/RV
concrete pads

Large Turning radius

Includes water/ sewage
Includes 30, 50 and 110
electrical service

Tiki bar, grilling, fire pit areas

COMING SOON! NOW PRE-LEASING

also the noise of it, he said. UPSCALE, SECURE, GATED BOAT AND RV PARK

“I'm a big believer in not
slamming lids or having an
anchor-toss contest. I've seen
them out here, and it’s like an
Olympic event.”

With the self-releasing fea-
ture of the Ulterra, Falterman
said it really helps out people
with injuries.

“I got my first Ulterra right
before I had back surgery, and
it was a blessing having the
trolling motor deploy itself,
especially when it’s bumpy;
he said. =

Joel Masson is an avid
angler who has fished South
Louisiana his whole life. He
lives in Mandeville.

www.LouisianaSportsman.com
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Jeremy Gremillion (left) and Ray Ramagos eat
plenty of fresh fillets, as well as fill their freezers,
with delicious channel cats caught in bottles.

By Jerald Horst

NO BAIT?
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atfishing is supposed to be all about a

gob of slimy wormes, or bloody chicken

liver, or smelly cut bait — or better yet

some concoction of secret ingredi-
ents, usually including spoiled sour cheese.

But not for Jeremy Gremillion.

No sir, nuh uh.

He catches them without bait.

The 38-year-old Erwinville resident is a
consummate South Louisiana outdoorsman.
From March to October he fishes at least twice
aweek (he has a good shift work schedule) for
largemouth bass, sac-a-lait, bream and catfish.

Beginning in October, he hunts squirrels,
deer and rabbits. During turkey season he
chases turkeys, too.

His outdoor kitchen has 11 rack bucks on the
wall, plus an assortment of mounted fish, tur-
keys and ducks. He calls it his Man Cave, even
though hes single.

You don't think he could hunt and fish like
this if he was married — do you?

“Ifirst heard of fishing with bottles from
guys [ worked with that no longer did it,” said
Gremillion. “From their descriptions, I made
some out of emptied refrigerant bottles and
they worked.

Two False River anglers load up on nice
caffish every summer — without so

much as a rod, or even a single hook.
Read on fo bone up on botfle fishing.

“That was probably 10 years ago. I've always
done it in False River. It’s local for me. I call it
‘easy fishing; and it’s inexpensive.

“I especially enjoy bringing people that have
never done it before. Everybody is amazed —
no bait, no rod, no hook.

“I fish bottles from May to July. An easy way
to remember when to start is when the kids
get out of school. By July, 'm burned out —
and the freezer is full”

I met Gremillion and his regular fishing and
hunting partner Ray Ramagos to run their
bottles at 7:30 a.m., with a brilliant early sum-
mer sun already well over the horizon.

“You don't need to be on the water at the
crack of dawn to do this; he cheerfully chirped.

>
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amagos, also from Erwinville, is a retired refin-
ery worker who has even more time to hunt
and fish than Gremillion. At 70 now, he recalls
when there were no deer to hunt. His father
hooked him on hunting by running rabbits
with Walker hounds.
Now he hunts deer, rabbits and
squirrels, and after he bought a boat
at age 22, he fishes for bass, bream
and catfish.
“There’s a big age difference between
us, but we share a love of the same
thing and have the same views on
hunting and fishing.
“The first time I fished bottles, I was
surprised. They really work”
The two fishermen were taking
advantage of the biological drive of
channel catfish to find a hollow cav-
ity in which to spawn. So powerful
is their urge to keep possession of
the cavity that unless the bottles are
unnecessary jarred, the romancing
pair of fish stay inside it until its
brought to the surface.
Running the bottles was a simple
process, since all the work had been
done beforehand. Ramagos manned
the trolling motor, while Gremillion
did the hand-work.
When the boat was directly beside
the float attached to the bottle by a
cord, Gremillion grabbed the float
and swiftly, but smoothly raised it up
from the bottom.
When it broke the surface, he imme-
diately covered the opening with one
hand to prevent the fish from jumping
out, and then held the bottle above
the surface, propped against the
boat’s rail until it drained.
He then tilted the bottle opening
over his ice chest and shook the bottle
to jiggle the fish out. Large or a stub-
born fish were gaffed out.
He lowered the empty bottle over-
board to allow it to fill with water
through holes on the bottom, then
reached in above his elbows to firmly
plant the bottle in an upright position
on the bottom.
Gremillion and Ramagos admitted
that the bottle could simply be dropped overboard and allowed
to sink on its own, but they liked to plant the bottle upright so
that its entry hole wasn’t accidentally blocked by soft mud on
the bottom.
Their preferred fishing depth in False River, 3 feet or less,
allowed them to set the bottles by hand, even though bottles

Louisiana Sportsman [ June 2018

Look, mom: NO BAIT!

will catch catfish in deeper waters as well.

It was slick — and quick.

Every bottle seemed to hold one or two fish.

When he was done, Gremillion flashed a toothy grin. “When I
bring someone to do this, they talk about it forever.”

ABOVE: When two properly licensed fishermen are in
the boat together, they can run double the amount of
bottles than a single fisherman is allowed.

HOW TO MAKE
YOUR OWN BOTTLES
UP NEXT >»
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Look, mom: NO BAIT!
>

OWN BOTILES

Jeremy Gremillion and Ray Ramagos both
make their catfishing bottles from emptied,
metal, 30-pound R-22 refrigerant bottles.
Gremillion gets his from friends who do resi-
dential cooling work. Ramagos noted that they
can also be purchased from scrap yard dealers.

Tie your float of choice to the other end of the
line. Gremillion uses floats cut from swimming
pool noodles, but cautions that the floats must
be changed every year so they don't deterio-
rate."A lost float is a lost bottle! s

— Jerald Horst

IT’S IN THEIR GENES
UP NEXT =»

Using a hammer and punch, pierce the bottom of the

bottle to make sure that no pressure is trapped in it.
Then, using either the punch or an acetylene torch, make
three additional holes in the bottom. These holes are to
allow water to drain from the bottle when it's being raised.
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Turn the bottle upright and cut an oval hole on its
upper shoulder with an acetylene torch. Gremillion
prefers his hole to have a 3-inch vertical opening and a
5-inch horizontal opening.
The size of the hole determines the size of the fish that will
use it."l don't like bigger holes because they catch bigger
fish, and I like the taste of smaller fish better," he explained.

Tie a small rope or heavy cord suitable for the water

depth to both of the handles so the bottle comes
straight up when it is being retrieved. Alternatively, the
cord may be tied to the bottle’s small central valve.

www.LouisianaSportsman.com June 2018 | Louisiana Sportsman 75



76

GENES

Six catchable sized catfish species
occur in Louisiana waters. They can be
divided into two groups: bullheads and
true catfish.
The three species of catfishes, chan-
nel, blue and flathead, are of most
interest to fishermen. All three share
the characteristic of requiring some
sort of cavity in which to spawn.
Natural cavities, those not provided
by man'’s debris, include hollow logs
and holes excavated by the fish them-
selves under stumps and logs, or in
steep, cut banks.
So obligated are these three species
to spawning in cavities, that if they are
stocked in a pond with gently slop-
ing banks and no woody debris, they
will live out their entire lives without
Spawning once.
The channel catfish is the most studied of the three, although the
other two species share similar spawning behavior.
Sometime in late March or April, male channel catfish develop
grotesquely swollen heads with large muscular knots behind
their eyes, and thickened lips. In April, the males also begin to

search for natural or man-made cavities to use as a spawning site.

Once a male claims a site, he will defend it against other males
and will scour the cavity clean. He will use his jaws so vigorously
in cleaning a metal container, such as a bottle or can, that he will
rub the skin off the top of his head, creating open sores.

Beginning in May, ripe females will enter a male’s cavity in
search of mates. After several days of courtship, followed by
spawning, the female will leave the cavity and her eggs in care
of the male, who will fan them with fresh water with his fins and
guard them against egg thieves.

Shortly after the eggs hatch, the young catfish leave the nest
and the male immediately begins to prepare the cavity for the
next willing female. The process occurs over and over again until
early September, when the exhausted male finally quits his nest.

During this five-month period, the male feeds very little, if at all,
metabolizing the muscle of its body. By September, most males
are shrunken ghosts of what they were in April, and what flesh is
left in their bodies is soft and mushy.

Males will use almost any available cavity for spawning. Besides
refrigerant bottles, Jeremy Gremillion has heard of fishermen
using metal buckets, auto tires and PVC pipes.

“For PVC pipes, the fishermen heat one end of a 4- to 6-inch
diameter pipe, smash it flat and let it cool. Then, near the open
end they drill a hole to which to tie a rope”

When a male fish is removed from a bottle by fishermen,
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Look, mom: NO BAIT!

ABOVE: Many male channel catfish taken from
hottles will have sores on top of their heads cre-
ated by their vigorous polishing of the interior of
the container. BELOW: A mature male channel
catfish (right) develops a swollen head and thick-
ened lips before spawning season. His body color
also changes from the normal olive green shown
on the female on the left to a dark slate gray.

another will quickly occupy the prime real estate, meaning
bottles can be run at least twice a week.

Neither of the men feels that removing spawning fish by fishing
bottles harms catfish populations. The spawning season lasts lon-
ger than does the period during which they run their bottles, and
the un-run bottles provide valuable nesting space for the fish.

Like most bottle fishermen, they leave their bottles in place
year-round to keep them seasoned. =

— Jerald Horst

TREASURED TIPS UP NEXT >
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TIPS

Make a small gaff hook to use to pull stubborn fish from their
bottle.”"Sometimes | wonder how the fish get in the bottle when
I can hardly get them out,"mused Gremillion.

"At times | have to break all three fin spines, by twisting each
spine with the crook in the gaff. Usually though, I gaff them
under the chin to pull them out straight!

His gaff is made of stiff wire set into a wood handle, all taped
together with duct tape. The outer tip end of the wire is heavily
bent backwards. The gaff's total length is 14 inches.

“You will get dirty, wet and slimy doing this," cautioned Gremillion.

So wear appropriate clothes or slicker pants. Gremillion wears
white rubber fisherman’s boots, both to keep his feet dry and

Look, mom: NO BAIT!

because they protect his feet from fish spines better than Crocs
or sandals.“This is not sandal fishing,"he emphasized.

Gloves are important, not so much to protect the hands from
fish spines, but rather because they help in retrieving the float
line and prevent many nicks and abrasions that rusting metal
bottles can inflict.

You will want an easy-to-clean boat noted Ramagos, one with
no carpet.“An aluminum boat with a hard floor is easy to wash
and drain,"added Gremillion."l say 'leave your bass boat at home
and take your neighbors bateau (flatboat).”

Season the bottles you plan to use at least a month before you
plan to use them by soaking them in the water to be fished.This

allows slime growth to occur

> 3%
~ Manitowoc
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inside the bottles, explained
Gremillion. “Catfish don't want
to use unseasoned bottles.
After one month, run them
and empty the silt out of them
and they are ready to fish”
Partner up with another rec-
reational gear license holder.
A Pipes/Drums Recreational
Gear License is required in
addition to a Basic Fishing
License to run bottles. The $10
license allows the use of five
bottles. Two license holders
teaming up in one boat can
run 10 bottles instead of five.
Commercial licenses allows
the use of unlimited numbers,
but cost substantially more.
Time your bottle fishing for

the best months of the sea-
son. Although catfish spawn

from May through August,
Gremillion believes that fish-
ing is most productive in June.
Earlier than June, the bottles
hold mostly males preparing
the spawning site. In June,
a male and a female fish are
often found in one bottle.

Later in the year, mostly
males are found solo in the
bottles.“They are nothing
but head,"he grimaced. “Their
bodies are run down. They
don't look like the pretty fish
caught earlier in the year”

For better control, run bottles
with the bow of the boat fac-
ing upwind when possible.
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The size of the entry hole in
the bottle determines the
size of the catfish that can
use it. Note the gaff hook
in Gremillion’s right hand.

Gremillion says that while a trolling motor is quieter, bottles may
be run using the boat’s gasoline engine.

‘I don't find that noise affects the fish. But if you hit the bottle
with a paddle or your motor’s lower unit, the fish will leave!

Don't dawdle when retrieving a bottle. With the boat directly
over the bottle, it should be retrieved with a swift upward pulls
of the cord. Cover the hole as soon as it breaks the surface.”The
fish will jump and you will lose it Gremillion said.“They will come
jetting out”

“It's surprising, affirmed Ramagos. “You wouldn't think they would
have the momentum to come out of the bottle, but they do”

Once the hole is covered, the

Jerald Horst is a retired

bottle should be sloshed in the

Louisiana State University
water TQ wash the mud Oﬁ' and professor of fisheries. He
then raised to slowly drain. = is an active witer, book

_ author and outdoorsman.
Jerald Horst Jerald may be reached at
Jjerald@rockinghorst.com.
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he fish have it backwards

when it comes to the weather,

Nick Young said as he cruised

his big Ranger down the edge
of the boat channel, scanning his electronics for
suspended crappie.

“In the winter and early spring, when it’s really
cold, the fish bite best here on Lake DArbonne
early in the morning and late in the evening — so
we have to get cold to catch them,” he said. “Now
when it starts getting hot in June and through the
summer, they like to bite best in the middle of the

Louisiana Sportsman [ June 2018

day — when it’s hot as blue blazes”

After making a couple of trips in both conditions
with Young, who is a full-time crappie guide and
the reigning Louisiana State Crappie champion,
it's a small price to pay for catching some slabs.

He is the only full-time crappie guide on Lake
DArbonne, a 16,000-acre lake in Union and
Lincoln parishes that is consistently ranked in the
Top 10 crappie lakes in the country. The time he
spent growing up on the lake, and now guiding,
makes him uniquely qualified to stay on fish all
year long.



Nick Young with two
D’Arbonne summer slabs
fresh off the flats.
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FLAT OUT CRAPPIE

l l lot of people think that
when the spawn is over
nd the fish leave the

shallow water, it’s all over until the fall
or winter when they begin to congregate
around shad schools in the deep water
again,” he explained. “That isn't the case.

“When the spawn is over, it takes the
fish a few weeks to get over the stress,
but they move out to the same staging
areas they were in before they spawned.
That is usually in 10 to15 feet of water on
flats. And they like to hang out close to
the stumps and timber. That’s where the
shad go. And the crappie start gorging
themselves again to get back into good
shape after the spawn”

TARGET THE FLATS

By the time the hot summer rolls
around, the fish are easy to pattern in
those areas — and are easy to catch
because theyre hungry again.

Young’s approach is to spider rig the
stumpy flats, moving about .75 to 1 mph
with shiners for bait. He fishes 4 to 5 feet
deep, sometimes even shallower.

“What happens is that during the bright
sunny part of the day, the shad will try

and get in the shade of the timber — and
that’s where the fish go, too,” he said.
“The fish are more aggressive, so shiners
work best because they are moving and
incite the fish’s aggression.”

He likes to hook them through the lips
so they can swim freely.

Like any other time, finding the fish is
the first and most important objective.
Young spends time scanning the flats
with his Lowrance sonar or side-imaging
units to find fish and baitfish. But if you
don’t have that, he suggests just going
back to the flats where you or other
anglers caught fish pre-spawn. Stay in
10 to15 feet of water near the timber or
stump fields.

“The are in transition areas on flats
near creeks or sloughs,” he said. “They
are a bit more scattered, but they are
definitely in the timber. And the hotter,
the better. That goes against a lot of
traditional crappie thinking, but when
it is so hot you can barely stand it, that’s
when they’ll be biting.

“And up until late August when the heat
may start to stress them a bit, the fish are
healthy and in good shape”

continues on page 84

Anglers cruise the flats on Lake D’Arbonne looking for the
summer crappie bite. INSET: Shiners are a top bait for flat
fishing. Nick Young lets the fish tell him what they want.
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BE A FISH
LISTENER

Forget being a fish whisperer —
when it comes to catching crappie,
Nick Young is a fish listener.

Do the fish want shiners, jigs or
maybe a combination of both?

“Let the fish tell you what they
want,"Young said.

He usually sets out six to eight
poles in his spider rigs. He baits
some with shiners on a plain gold
hook, some with jigs and plastic
trailers and some with jigheads
trailed by a live shiner.

“Unless we are really locked in on a
pattern and lure, we try several dif-
ferent setups and then keep up with
which poles are getting bit,he said.
“As we determine what the fish want,
we switch the other rigs over to
match what they are biting that day”’

Young says there is no real
concrete science to making that
decision, but there is one thing he
is sure of: Fish with what you have
confidence in.

“If you think you can catch a crap-
pie on a 1/32-ounce purple hair jig,
then you probably can. If you don't
have confidence, you won't catch
fish on anything you are using.'s

- Kinny Haddox
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FLAT OUT CRAPPIE

Nick Young watches his spider
rig closely for a crappie bite.

SPIDER, MAN

Young fishes 14-foot Jenko rods which have
a strong backbone and a fast tip. He uses
Mr. Crappie baitcasting reels lined with 8- to
10-pound test line because in this applica-
tion, they are easier to use than spinning
reels and most clients are familiar with how
to use them.

He also has his Ranger boat set up with
two seats on the front deck, where he puts
his clients while he runs the boat with a
remote control trolling motor.

“DArbonne is just a fabulous lake,” he said.
“It’s got big crappie and lots of medium and
smaller fish. You won't catch a 3-pounder
here, but there are loads of 1-pound, 1
Y4-pound and 2-pound fish.

“I fish a lot of lakes and I'd just as soon be
here as anywhere.

Y id if just fishing for fun,
cafllﬁ;ge Z:in:zrzzlrloﬁﬁgiut;elssuiggpsoso ﬁrslhyou FLATS ARE FLAT

with just a single pole, or one pole in each A"flat”is just what it sounds like — a fairly flat area of the lake with only
hand. You probably won't catch as many fish, minimal depth variations. They may be 7 feet or 15 feet deep, but depth
but alot of people enjoy feeling the bite, not varies little until you reach a bordering channel, slough or dropoff. Because
just seeing the end of the pole dip. of the consistent depth, crappie and baitfish hold tight on structure like
) timber or tops. - Kinny Haddox
continues on page 86
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Jock and Nick Young with some of their Louisiana State Championship
crappie — a tribute to adjusting to crappie conditions.

ADJUSTING ON
THE FLY IS KEY

Earlier this year, Nick Young and father
Jock beat 100 of the best crappie fishing
teams in the South to claim the Crappie
Masters Louisiana State Championship on
Lake D'Arbonne with two seven-fish limits
weighing 24.4 pounds.

“When it's your day, it's your day,"Nick
said at the final weigh-in. And it was their
day, because they adjusted

to rising water, changing
weather and 15 to 20 mph
winds better than anyone else.

“We didn't catch the big-
gest weight either day of the
tournament, but we caught
the biggest weight for both
days combined, he said."The
reason is that we adjusted to
the conditions and weren't
afraid to try something differ-
ent. The same thing applies to
everyday crappie fishing. Have
confidence in what you are
doing, but be willing to adjust
when you need to!

Crappie had been suspend-
ing 8to 10 feet deepin 18
to 20 feet of water. But the
already swollen lake took on 6
inches of rain two days before
the tournament, and the lake
rose with 3 feet of muddy
water. That warm rainwater
brought the surface temps
up well above that of deeper
water, and the light could only
penetrate a few feet — so the
fish moved up accordingly.
The Young's first noticed fish
up very shallow on their elec-
tronics, chasing shad under
floating mats of debris just out
of the current. They adjusted
and fished 2 feet deep — and
caught the winning stringers. =

- Kinny Haddox

www.LouisianaSportsman.com
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FLAT OUT CRAPPIE
continued from page 84

GO “LONG” FOR MORE SLABS

He also uses another fairly new technique to Louisiana —
long-lining. Long-lining is setting up poles in the back of the
boat, letting out line and basically trolling. You don’t long-line
with shiners, but use
artificials like curly-
tail grubs or Road
Runners. Chartreuse
colors work best, but
anything with pink or
chartreuse is good on
DArbonne, he said.
And unless the fish are
really tearing it up and
you don’t need them,
Young also uses char-
treuse Crappie Bites
on his hooks to add a
little extra incentive
while long-lining.

Lake DArbonne
crappie fishing has received unprecedented attention in recent
years because of the American Crappie Trail and Crappie
Masters tournaments there, the only two major professional
tournaments held in Louisiana. The 2019 ACT National

It only takes a few big slab
crappie like these to make a
fishing trip worthwhile.

continues on page 88
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FLAT OUT CRAPPIE

continued from page 86

Championship will be on DArbonne March 28 through 30.

Tournament fishing and guiding are both hard work, but guid-
ing has it's own pressures. It’s one thing to go fishing yourself
and try and catch fish, but letting somebody else pay you to
take them fishing takes it to a whole new level.

Young admitted it’s worse to take somebody fishing on a
guided trip and not catch many fish than it would be for him to
be in a big tournament and not catch any fish. But it happens
to the best of fishermen, including guides, some of the time.
Fortunately for Young, it doesn’t happen often.

“My objective every trip is to catch fish and have fun,” the
28-year-old Farmerville native said. But not all guided trips are
just to catch a mess of fish. Many people who hire him are com-
ing in for a week-long trip, and hire him to help them figure out
the current pattern on the lake. Others are looking for instruc-
tion on different types of baits, techniques and how to learn to
use electronics for crappie fishing.

Either way, it’s fine with Young. He’s just glad to be involved
with fishing, whether it is
sharing his knowledge with
other anglers or being on the
water catching fish.

You can get in touch with
him at 318-243-8646 or by
messaging him on Facebook
at DArbonne Lake Guide
Service. =

Kinny Haddox has been writing
magazine and newspaper articles about
the outdoors in Louisiana for 40 years. He
also publishes a daily website, lakedar-
bonnelife.com. He and his wife, DiAnne,
live on Lake D'Arbonne in Farmerville.
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ever been on the river before?” drawled
the laconic 48-year-old.
“Nah;" Ihad to answer.

“Well, welcome to shallow;” he grinned — just barely.

The “river” he was talking about was the Bogue Chitto.
Located in Washington Parish (where the toenail would be in
Louisiana’s boot shape), it arises near Brookhaven, Mississippi,
flows south to the Mississippi-Louisiana state line, then cuts
diagonally southeast across the parish to its confluence with
the Pearl.

This adventure had started a couple of weeks earlier, when I
pulled into the Market Max service station in Franklinton. As I
gassed up my charger, a truck pulling a really odd-looking boat
pulled to the other side of the pump island.

The heavily reinforced 16-foot aluminum flatboat sported an
elevated transom that was 3 feet higher than the boat’s gun-
nels. It made the 115 Yamaha mounted on it tower over the
boat’s owner, Todd McElveen, when he stood beside it.

I walked around the back of the boat and wow — no prop. It
looked like someone had stolen the whole lower unit.

And to top off the bizarre look, the trolling motor on the bow

deck was installed with huge springs, rather than hard-mounted.

I couldn’t help myself. So I walked up to the stranger and
asked him something along the lines of “What is it?”
Fortunately, he was very cordial — and patient.

“It’s my river boat. I use it to fish in the river,
he said, waving one hand vaguely in the
Bogue Chitto's direction. “We catch a
lot of Kentuckys™ — the local name for
spotted bass.

Now he really had my attention.

“You want to see it run?” he cor-
dially asked me. “We’ll go when the
river goes down and clears up”’

Steven Schilling’s passion for the river is
overflowing, but genuine.
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I quickly realized the perspective from actually being on the
river rather than viewing it from a crossing bridge was sig-
nificantly different. From a bridge, it’s just a shallow, clear-
water river.

Only at river level can one appreciate the velocity of the
flow, sucking noisily at stumps and snags lying in its
bed. Although patches of sand exist, most of the Bogue
Chitto’s bed is paved with gravel.

If one is quiet in a swift-flowing spot, the sound of
gravel clinking along the bottom is clearly audible. It
isn't exactly what tourism brochures would depict as
being part of the “Bayou State.

Along for the trip with McElveen, a retired law
enforcement officer, was 45-year-old Steven
Schilling, a wholesale/retail crawfish dealer
based out of Clifton, a tiny community in rural
Washington Parish.



By Jerald Horst
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contrast to McElveen’s stoic demeanor,
Schilling’s perpetually grinning and
animated face made him seem like
someone who could turn a funeral into
a party. Both men are fanatical hunters
and fishermen, and both share a deep love for their river.

Running the Bogue Chitto in a jet boat was an experience.

Seeing the rocky bottom below, in 3 inches of water, was
amazing. Popping over a big log lying across the channel 2
inches underwater was disconcerting to someone used to
running a prop boat, and I fully expected the lower unit to
crash into the log the next second.

When they reached their spots (all below the Highway
16 Bridge in Franklinton), they did their fishing by
floating downstream until they got antsy and moved to
another stretch.

At the first stop, McElveen gave instructions.

“You see how swift this river is? We are going to bump
into a lot of stuff;” he cautioned. “We try to warn each other
when one of us sees a bump coming. I don't know if there’s
a trolling motor made that is strong enough to give com-
plete control”

“But there’s some real good fishing here;” added Schilling
enthusiastically. “You got to find their pattern. Sometimes
they’ll be behind the logs and stumps in the middle of the
river. Sometimes they will be beside them.

“You'll catch some fish in the quieter, deeper water near cut
banks, but the best places for Kentuckys are swifter water”

“But you see that?” interjected McElveen dryly, while
pointing at a sand and gravel bar on one bank. “Don’t cast
there. That bare bank is a wasted cast”

It was fast-paced fishing, the boat drifting end around
end, even with McElveen on the trolling motor, generally
keeping the boat in functional fishing position. Half the
time, the boat drifted stern first; half the time, bow first.

Sometimes it drifted into massive tangles of willow
treetops hanging low over the water. Between and during
casts, they often used their feet and hands to fend the boat
offlogs and stumps.

But the fishing action was worth it. One or the other
always seemed to be yanking a stubborn spotted bass out
of a dark water pocket next to something woody.

Some of the casts were long, but many, by necessity, were
10-foot flip casts made on a split-second opportunity. The fish
were aggressive, so the boat being close didn’t seem to matter.

The visual aspect was spectacular, especially with a spin-
ner bait. You could actually see the fish hit the bait a split
second before you felt it.

“That’s a lot of fun,” chuckled McElveen, “but you can’t
always count on seeing the fish. Sometimes, one will come
out of nowhere to hit your bait in 2 inches of water.” =

A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT UP NEXT >
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ABOVE: Crankbaits are good lures to use in deeper holes
because they dive quickly. BELOW: The swift-running, clear
water of the Bogue Chitto River is ideal habitat for spotted
bass. Note the river’s gravel bed.
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A river runs through it

Todd McElveen and Steven Schilling are hooked on the
Bogue Chitto River. McElveen called it ‘one of the prettiest rivers
you want to go on! Schilling said, “It’s like a hidden gem!’

The river roughly bisects their home parish and all of it is fish-
able, although Schilling admitted, “It’s a lot of trouble to fish!

It changes character as it winds its way southward. At the
state line, McElveen described it as “small enough to throw
a rock across,"and north of the line, in Mississippi, it is even
narrower and deeper, he said.

From the state line to Franklinton it is uniformly shallow
(the bottom is visible in most places), crooked and littered
with logs. From Franklinton southward it grows gradually
but steadily deeper.

Even there, Schilling doesn't recommend running a
propeller-driven outboard on a flatboat hull."A tunnel boat
in skilled hands, powered by a 25 horsepower motor or less
is usable, but you still really need a jet drive motor”

Lacking a jet drive, the men recommend using a flatboat,
preferably equipped with a trolling motor, to float from
highway bridge to highway bridge. Ignoring those in Missis-
sippi, five bridges span the river and allow access: Highway
438 at Warnerton, Highway 38 at Clifton, Highway 16 at
Franklinton, Highway 437 at Enon and Highway 21 in Sun
(in St. Tammany Parish).

McElveen described a typical bridge operation.

“Two guys drive two trucks to the lower bridge, leave one,
and then take the truck with boat to the upper bridge to
launch the boat. They fish down to the lower bridge, load
the boat in the truck, and then drive to the upper bridge to
get that truck”

Another option for people who don't have a flatboat or
who have only one vehicle is to use the services of Rocky
Bottom Tubing and Canoeing (985-515-1477). Located
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conveniently in Bogue Chitto State Park, owner Len Bickham
rents out canoes and fishing kayaks.

He will ferry fishermen, using his craft or their own kayaks, to
put-ins 3 miles, 6 miles or 9 miles upriver, allowing fishermen
to fish at their own pace back to the park where their vehicle
is parked. The 6-mile trip takes four to six hours.

Between April 1 and October 1, a staff member is pres-
ent at the park daily from 9 a.m. until the last person is off
the river. The rest of the year, Bickham recommends an
advance call for arrangements.

Although some largemouth bass are caught in the slower
currents of deeper pools, most of the catch is made up of
spotted bass.

“The average Kentucky (a nickname for spotted bass) is a
pound or less,'noted Schilling.“But a 1-pounder pulls like a 3
5- or 4-pound largemouth!

‘I don't care how big they are;"said McElveen airily. "l just
love to catch them?”

“Even as big as a butter bean,’ laughed Schilling.“l eat but-
ter beans!’s

— Jerald Horst

Swift water running around woody obstructions creates ideal
ambush points for active spotted bass.



Fish catchin’ stuff

This is tough fishing.

In the blink of an eye, an angler has to see the sweet spot in a
pocket around structure, shoot a lure into it and immediately
begin his retrieve, all while the current is trying to spin the boat
one way or another and hustle it down river.

You get hung up a lot, so don't bring sissy tackle.

Both men used braided line tied directly to the lure — no
leader. Spotted bass in the current don't have time to inspect the
lure or whether it is tied to something. McElveen'’s line choice is
30-pound test, and Schilling’s is 50-pound.

"Heavy line lets you rip loose from the hang without having
to go back and get it grunted McElveen. Schilling humorously
called the all-too frequent hangups in trees “limb bream!

Schilling stressed the need for high-speed reels. He uses a 7:1
Pflueger on an All Star Rod, while McElveen'sis an 11:1 KastKing
on a /-foot Daiwa Laguna rod. Both reels are level winds and both
rods are medium-heavy — pretty stiff sticks for one-pound fish.

“You can't use a 3:1 reel here,"McElveen backed up Schilling.“The
current is too swift, and you have to retrieve your baits faster than
the current to make them work. Plus, when you get a fish on, you
have to get them out before they bury in the cover”

Lure choices are simple and revolve mostly around crankbaits
and spinners. Humdingers are favored spinners, although Schilling
also likes Stanley Baby Wedges, as well. Skirt colors lean toward
blue and white, chartreuse and

Favored baits and colors for fishing the Bogue Chitto River are shown
here. Top row: Booyah buzz bait and Tiny Torpedo. Second row: Bandit
100 crankbaits. Bottom 3 lures: 1/4-0z Humdinger spinners. The buzz
bait and all the spinners are rigged with Zoom Split Tail Trailers.

white or black and chartreuse.

For crankbaits, they stick to
Bandit 100 plugs that run 2 to
5 feet deep. Colors they like
include chartreuse, black and
silver and any crawfish color.

For topwater variety, they
throw black or chartreuse and
white buzzbaits and Tiny Torpe-
dos in chrome or frog colors.

“Spinnerbaits are number
one for me;"boomed Schilling.
“They are faster fishing, and
you get less hang-ups than
with cranks!

Most of the day, McElveen
fished with a chartreuse
Bandit crankbait, although he
opted for a spinner occasion-
ally, just as Schilling would
vary his routine with a crank-
bait for deep water. =

A TRICKED OUT BOAT
UP NEXT >»
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A tricked out boat

Todd McElveen’s river boat started out life as a 16-foot Xpress
welded jon boat. But it didn't stay that way, getting highly modified
to adapt it for use in shallow rivers with a jet drive outboard motor.

Most noticeable is the giant elevated transom that towers
approximately 3 feet above gunnel level. A hydraulic jack plate is
mounted on the back of the transom, and the motor is mounted
on the jack plate.

For use on the river, the motor is jacked well up on the plate.
“When you run a jet foot, a quarter-of-an-inch can make a major
difference in performance, stressed McElveen.

This set-up allows the boat to be used with a prop foot for
conventional deep water use as well.“It only takes 30 minutes to
change the foot. In lakes, any chop on the water will cause the
motor to suck air into the intake of a jet foot. They aren’t good in
vegetation, either

A jet foot costs $2,250 un-installed, according to McElveen, and
the changeover will result in a horsepower reduction. With the jet
foot, McElveen's 115 Yamaha is rated as a 90 horsepower motor.

A hull adaptation necessary to use a jet foot motor is a 2-inch-
deep tunnel built into its bottom. The tunnel provides a pro-
tected niche for the foot, and allows the boat to run in shallower
water than it could without it.

Another adaptation is the addition to two pontoons on the
stern of the boat. These provide extra flotation to keep the stern

riding higher, improving shallow water performance.

McElveen also has made some additional personal modifica-
tions to his boat. He had aluminum half-rounds welded over
both outer-runners under the boat to allow it to jump over logs
without scraping the hull.
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FACING PAGE: This view of the rear of the boat clearly shows the jet foot
of the motor. Water is taken in the bottom of the foot and forced out of the
rearward facing nozzle. Also clearly visible from this angle is the tunnel in
the bottom of the hull, as well as the pontoons (under McElveen'’s hand)
added to increase flotation of the rear of the hull.

Then, to add strength, he had 3/16-inch diameter aluminum
plates welded between the runners on the boat's bottom.

To top things off, McElveen built a 17.5-gallon baffled fuel tank
into the bow to shift weight from the stern forward. Finally, he
doubled the length of the bow deck rearward, and decked over
the area between the rear bench seat and the transom. The latter
changes provides stable platforms for anglers while fishing the
turbulent river.

River boats can be purchased or custom-built. According to
McElveen, Dockside Marine (985-732-7600), a boat dealer in
Bogalusa, has developed a niche market in the boats.

Scott Gilly, owner of Southern Aluma-Werks (985-515-0695),
is an independent builder in Enon very near the Bogue Chitto.
Gilly builds river boats, as well as other aluminum products, from
scratch, custom-designed to buyers’specifications.

And about that trolling motor ....

There is a good reason for the Rube Goldberg-looking trolling
motor on the bow of McElveen’s boat. A combination of strong
currents and lots of logs can quickly make a pretzel out of most
trolling motors shafts.

The motor, donated by Schilling for the cause, has large garage
door springs mounted on eye bolts instead of stiff metal struts.

When a break away trolling motor hits a sub-
merged obstruction, the springs allow it to bend
under the boat to pass over the obstruction and
then snap back into position.

If the motor hits an obstruction head-on, the springs allow the
trolling motor head and shaft to fold beneath the boat almost
flush to the bottom of the hull.

After the obstruction is passed, the springs pull the motor back
into position.“You will not bend a shaft with a breakaway motor,’
predicted McElveen confidently. =

— Jerald Horst

LEARN TO READ THE WATER UP NEXT >

@ SLIDELL MARINE
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Learn to read
the water

Not all water on the Bogue Chitto River is equal.
Probably 80 percent of it is less than 1 foot deep
and featureless, making it fishless as far as bass
are concerned.
The first thing that Todd McElveen and Steven
Schilling look for is deeper water than the gravel-
bottomed riffles and runs that make up most of
the river. Deeper water is indicated by the water
being a dark green.
Steeply eroded banks on the outside of bends,
what they call “clay banks, produce some of the
deepest areas. Clay banks produce both spotted
and largemouth bass, but Schilling says 90 percent
of the time that you catch a largemouth from the
river, it is from a clay bank. Crankbaits are espe-
cially effective there.
Also highly productive are submerged logs lying
directly across the river's swift flow. A spinnerbait cast above the
log and retrieved over it will often produce a hit as soon as it rolls
over the log.
An ideal place to find spotted bass is in the swift water where it
makes a"V" between two woody obstructions. Lures should be
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Runoff from rains can quickly turn the attractive
clear waters of the river into a muddy mess. Best
fishing is during low water periods.

retrieved right down the notch.

Fallen wood not only provides cover for bass, it makes the river’s
current scour a deep hole around or under it. Every log and stump
should be as thoroughly probed as the river's current will permit. =

— Jerald Horst



Timing is everything

When it's hot, it's hot. When it's not, it's not.

The clear, babbling waters of the Bogue Chitto River can turn into
a raging chocolate brown torrent just 24 hours after a heavy rain.

Even moderate rains can make the water milky and increase
current speed, making fishing difficult.

"Good fishing begins about May when the water warms up and
the fish get active,’according to Schilling.“That lasts until Octo-
ber or November. The key is clear water

“It's probably at its very best when the river turns green at the
end of September,added McElveen. It will get a green tint,
probably from algae growing on the gravel”

“Yeah, when the river comes up after a heavy rain, it washes all
the algae off the rocks," elaborated Schilling.

"When the river is up, the catfishing is good though — limb
lines for tabbys (flathead catfish), trotlines, floaters and bird lines
(trotlines with their main line above the water, but with the
hooks hanging into the water)

are good for catfish. Jerald Horst is a retired
" _ . Louisiana State University
ROd'and'reel fIShlﬂg with professor of fisheries. He
shiners or worms in deep holes isan active writer, book
; : author and outdoorsman.
Is gogd’ top' Sometlmes’ you Jerald may be reached at
can tie up in a good spot and jerald@rockinghorstcom.

catch 20 without moving!'s
— Jerald Horst
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Sale Starts June 1st ® Factory Rep In-House June 29th & 30th

DON'T MISS OUT! FREE SHIRTS, HATS, AND COOZIES
LIMITED QUANTITIES LIMITED QUANTITIES
#XDS G93345BR18 - .45ACP, Mod. 2, 3.3"bbl, Black
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#PG 9109SR18 - .380ACP, Stainless
Reg. $549.99 ... SALE $494.00
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FREE
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Jerald Horst

THE SILVER KING

LOUISIANA'S TARPON FISHERY IS MUCH DIFFERENT THAN
[T USED TO BE LESS THAN 100 YEARS AGO - BUT WHY?

isten to this:

“When an angler sets a hook
in a tarpon, there is an explo-
sion. There’s no delayed action

fuse in this fish. The water erupts and a
platinum-silver streak shears the surface
with the force of a depth charge explod-
ing. The fish emerges with head thrash-
ing and its gleaming body sparkling in
the sunlight, lashing right and left in a
wild attempt to free itself. If it doesn’t
throw the hook on that first jump, time
and again this sky-walking fish will
burst from the surface in high, broad,
twisting, tail-walking jumps making a
bid for freedom.”

Wow!

Those words were written in the 1970s
by McFadden Duffy, outdoor editor for the
New Orleans Times Picayune newspaper.
McDuff, as he was known to his friends,
was also a frequent contributor to the
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries’ Louisiana Conservationist mag-
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azine, where the words above appeared.

He liked tarpon fishing — actually, he
loved tarpon fishing. And he had a lot of
company. Hundreds, maybe thousands of
fishermen chased the silver king across
the whole of Louisiana’s coast.

But things have changed a lot.

Current state record holder David
Prevost estimates that there are now
only 20 serious boats targeting tarpon,
with maybe another 20 boats casually
doing so.

Why?

ARE OTHER FISH
MORE ATTRACTIVE
NOW?

Maybe it’s the edibility factor. Tuna
are vicious fighters. Tuna are common.
Tuna are great table fare. At the height
of the Louisiana tarpon fishery, tuna
fishing as we know it now didn’t exist.
Now it’s booming,

The tarpon fishery in Louisiana is now
concentrated between the passes of the
Mississippi River, and west to Grand Isle.

Some fishermen certainly rolled back-
ward inshore and joined the ranks of
those obsessed with trophy speckled
trout fishing or sight-casting for redfish.
In the 1950s to the early 70s, when tar-
pon fishing was booming, speckled trout
were those fish we used to catch “by the
box,” and most of them were “cigars”

(9- to 12-inch fish) or “schoolies” (12 to
14 inches).

Redfish then were rated barely better

than trash fish.

ARE THERE FEWER
TARPON?

Maybe there are less tarpon out there
to catch. Forrest V. Durand, assistant
biologist with the Louisiana Bureau
of Research and Statistics, wrote this
in the July 1933 issue of the Louisiana
Conservation Review.

“The writer, from the deck of a
boat anchored in Barataria Pass, has



observed the water churned into a com-

motion by these fish as far as it was pos-
sible to see, up Barataria Bay on one side
and the same distance out into the Gulf

on the other”

William Dailey and Andre’ Landry Jr.,
Texas A & M University biologists study-
ing the Louisiana tarpon fishery, have
called the 1960s “the Golden Era.” Some
numbers bear that out, in spite of 89 tar-
pon being taken at the Southwest Pass
Tarpon Rodeo in 1947.

The Abbeville Kiwanis Tarpon Rodeo
weighed in 110 tarpon in 1966. The
Golden Meadow Tarpon Rodeo had 45
fish entered in 1967.

Even landings at the International
Grand Isle Tarpon Rodeo peaked at that
time, with a record 48 tarpon in 1966.
Over 30 tarpon have been landed four
times in rodeo history, and three of those
were in the 60s: 1962, 1965 and 1968.

Of course, the A & M biologists noted
that in the 1960s, tarpon anglers at the
big rodeo averaged about 500 in number,
compared to about 100 in 2007.

And the catch-and-release ethic is
strong today. Tarpon that have no

chance of winning rodeos are often
tagged and released. But still; today’s
“catches” are not on par with yester-
year’s “landings”

ARE THE FISH IN
DIFFERENT PLACES
TODAY?

The Texas A&M scientists point out
that as recently as the 1970s, Louisiana’s
tarpon fishery stretched from April
through early November, and was done
over a much broader area than today’s
July through September fishery, which
is concentrated in the area around the
mouth of the Mississippi River stretching
west to Grand Isle.

Mention was made earlier of the suc-
cessful tarpon rodeos out of Abbeville,
far to the west of Grand Isle. Even further
west is the Calcasieu River. A writer in
the July 1936 Louisiana Conservation
Review marveled at the good tarpon fish-
ing in the river 2 %2 miles upriver from
the town of Cameron.

Tarpon were plentiful enough for Lake
Charles anglers to found their own

Tarpon Club. A 1939 photo shows 15
men and women posed in front of 22 of
the slain beasts.

Try catching one there now.

On the extreme other end of the state,
Lake Pontchartrain tarpon fishing was
hotter than a $2 pistol in the 1930s. The
New Orleans backyard lake was the
scene of not one, but two annual rodeos.
The New Orleans Tarpon Club Rodeo
and the Semour Weiss Rodeo both
required the tarpon be caught within the
city limits of New Orleans.

The No. 1 tarpon in the state’s fish
records program for two decades was a
198.5-pounder caught by Oswald Fry in
1951 — a Pontchartrain tarpon.

Schuyler Thibodaux took a 195-pound
tarpon (then No. 3 in the records) under
the Rigolets bridge in 1973. The big silver
king scooped up a croaker Thibodaux
was fishing on the bottom.

Do you have any idea how many croak-
ers are soaked on the bottom nowadays
by trophy trout fishermen? How many of
them ever hook a tarpon now?

continues on page 106
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THE FISHERY IS
DIFFERENT IN
ANOTHER WAY

Today’s tarpon fishery is different
than the historical fishery in other
ways too — not all of them bad.
The biggest difference is that tar-
pon are now definitely much larger
than they once were.

Most people date the beginning
of the modern Louisiana fishery
(although people were catching
tarpon before then) to 1928 and
the founding of the International
Grand Isle Tarpon Rodeo.

From that date until 1973, not
a single 200-pound tarpon was
recorded, in spite of thousands
of active fishermen. Today, with
far fewer anglers, every fish in the
Top 10 of the state’s fish records
program is not just more than 200
pounds, but over 220 pounds.

And it seems to be getting bet-

Tarpon are definitely larger now than they were in the
“Golden Era” of Louisiana tarpon fishing. David Prevost,
right, poses with his 246.63-pound state record silver

king, along with fishing partner Jeff DeBlieux.

ter. Six of the top seven fish were
caught since 2011. In 2015, two
anglers, David Prevost and Lance
“Coon” Schouest Jr., placed fish in
the record books. Prevost’s was
246.63 pounds, and Schouest’s was
226.88 pounds.

In spite of the concerns of some
biologists over the status of tarpon
populations, Dailey and Landry
refer to the Louisiana fishery as
“relatively robust”

Next month we will discuss in
detail the biological quirks of
tarpon — and how to take advan-
tage of them. =

Jerald Horst is a retired
Louisiana State University
professor of fisheries. He
is an active writer, book
author and outdoorsman.
Jerald may be reached at
Jjerald@rockinghorst.com.

Courtesy David Prevost
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ASK CAPT.
PAUL

Capt. Paul Titus

WAYPOINTS

(apt. Herman Solar, right, advises Capt. Paul
on a GPS waypoint.

GOTA
QUESTION FOR
THE CAPTAIN?

EMAILITTO

CAPT@LASMAG.COM

FOR HOPEDALE/
MRGO TO BAYOU

TERRE BOEUFS

PROS & CONS

his St. Bernard Parish area is one of the prime inshore
fishing spots in all of the Louisiana coastal marshes,
with many weather-protected fishing locations.

This area is sometimes called the Hopedale Marsh,
and is located between the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet
(MRGO) and Bayou Terre Boeufs. It can be reached via
launches in Delacroix, Hopedale and Shell Beach.

The entire area is crisscrossed with natural bayous, lagoons,
bays, lakes and reefs, and is bordered on the east by Breton Sound.

270 WAYPOINTS PROVIDED

Specks, white trout, reds, flounder, croakers, sheepshead,
black drum, tripletail — and catfish and sharks — are all found
in various parts of the area.

My Fishing Edge for Hopedale/MRGO to Bayou Terre Boeufs
has more than 270 waypoint locations.

I'have limited out our catch at many spots, including a point
and a large flat lagoon to the northwest at the mouth of Bayous
Bernard and Pisana at Lake Coquille, (which is French for
Shellfish Lake) at 29°44.9302'N ~ 89°35.0870°W.

This Edge also has waypoints in and around Hopedale
Lagoon, one of which is named as Hope 02 at a point in the
lagoon located at 29°48.1265'N ~ 89°38.7596'W. Another is
located around Lake Amedee by a cove on the east side named
as Hope 133 at 29°46.0277'N ~ 89°41.2366'W.,
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More of the common hotspots are naturally the mouths and
nearby turns throughout the area. It also has a warning way-
point by a sunken tank in the outfall/back levee canal that is
north of Lake of Two Trees and northwest of Bayou Malatto
listed as DANGER at 29°44.8033'N ~ 89°31.1916'W

Nearer Brenton Sound has the location that was once
Raccoon Island, but is now a reef in the area. Waypoint HD
EDGES58 is at 29°38.7395'N ~ 89°28.0713'W, and the southern
tip of the former island listed as HDEGES59 defines where the
island was once located.



In Breton Sound, it features the location
of the Five Wells and where the Dope
Boat was once located.

Captain Paul’s Fishing Edge of GPS
Waypoints has these and many more
locations, which were determined using
WAS 84 Datum and are stated as degrees,
minutes and ten thousandths of minutes.
(DDD,MM.mmmm)

As you know, waypoints can now be
electronically installed in most GPS
units. This feature allows the user to
install a great amount of waypoint data
in just a few minutes.

Each Edge file has an electronic data file
that can be downloaded in to a variety
of GPS brand units. All of the EDGE pro-
grams are sent as an email attachment.
This data download enters all of the
Captain Paul’s Waypoints into the unit in
a matter of seconds from your
computer. To help those of us
who are not computer savvy,
each download has a general
map of the area in 1:100,000
scale, and individual infor-
mation on each waypoint.
These map images cannot be
installed in the GPS unit, but
offer alocation of the way-
points and their descriptions,
as well as a READ ME and
INSTRUCTIONS file.

MRGO, Cocodrie ~ Dulac, Bayou Sauvage
NWR, Big Branch NWR, the Myrtle Grove
area and the Hopedale MRGO to Bayou
Terre Boeufs, are covered here.

I always suggest that you have a reliable
compass and a map of the area whenever
you venture in the outdoors.

In order to order an Edge file, you must
have an email address that accepts
attachments. All of Capt. Paul’s Fishing
Edge files may be found in the Louisiana
Sportsman Outdoor Store, located at
www.sportsmangear.com.

To visit Capt. Paul’s website, go to
www.askcaptainpaul.com/fishingedge.
Remember that you must list your brand
of GPS unit, your email address and the
selected area you plan on fishing. The
Edge files are NOT brand name inter-
changeable, so be sure to make the cor-

(3

ORDER
YOURS
TODAY

www. SPORTSMANGear.com

rect GPS unit selection.

Captain Paul’s Fishing Edge of GPS
Waypoints will definitely give you an
edge in navigating and fishing the area. =

Capt. Paul Titus has been responding to
GPS questions on LouisianaSportsman.com
since 2000. He has been fishing and hunting
in Louisiana since 1957. Titus holds a USCG
license and conducts instruction courses in
the use of GPS for private individuals and
government agencies.

Bass

Boats

Latitude~longitude value
of the waypoints is included,
and in some instances “How
to Fish” the location hints are
provided. I began marketing
these waypoints as Capt.
Paul’s Fishing Edge because
I believe they will give the
fisherman an advantage in
getting to, finding fishing
spots, moving around, and

© 19-22 ftin length
*72" bottom

* 190 Thickness,
5086 Marine
Grade Alloy

e Lifetime warranty

getting back from some of the

more favorite fishing areas in
the state.

HOW TO ORDER

Presently, there are 21
locations for Capt. Paul’s
Fishing Edge, including
Barataria Bay, Lake Borgne,

* 50 gallon fuel cell

* 38 gallon divided
live well

* Runs 70MPH plus
with Merc 250 Pro
XS!

Hopedale MRGO to Miss
Sound, Delacroix to Point a la
Hache, Bayou Bienvenue, Port
Sulphur, Lake Pontchartrain,
Lake Borgne, Calcasieu Lake,
Pearl River WMA, Lafitte,
Leeville East and Leeville
West, Vermillion Bay, Empire-
Buras, the Rigolets and the

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

Callfandjhave]
yourfdreamjbass)
boat{designed
today!

2295:294:9991
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FLY LINES

Catch Cormier

This nice red couldn't resist eating a Coma
Spoon. Spoon flies emit flash and vibration,
making them highly attractive.

SPOON-FED REDS

TOUGH DAYe SEND SPOON FLES TO THE RESCUE

t the recent “Fly Fishin’ For the Mission” tourna-
ment held out of Pointe-aux-Chenes, my teammate
Kevin “Doc” Andry and I started the day hoping to
repeat as overall champions.

After four hours on the water, it was looking like we might
win something — like one-way tickets to Skunk City. Maybe it
was the full moon, or maybe it was the barometric pressure.
But the fish wouldn't even look at our flies, much less eat them.

Fortunately, we each had weapons of mass redfish destruc-
tion — spoon flies. Not wasting any more time, we put them to
use. Long story short: We ended up landing 13 reds, releasing
all but four, and finishing third overall, and highest among
kayak teams.

WHY SPOON FLIES WORK

When it comes to catching slot and juvenile redfish, a spoon
fly is money in the bank. It’s also caught more different species
than any fly other than the Clouser Minnow.

Some say a spoon fly imitates a wounded or frightened bait-
fish. It could also be an attractor pattern — the marsh version
of the coldwater trout angler’s Stimulator fly. It doesn’t imitate
anything specific, but triggers the fish’s predatory instinct.
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There are several reasons I love fishing spoon flies.

First, they're lightweight and easy to cast. Second, they make
almost no splash in the water, so they’re much less likely to
spook fish. And if they're of the Wobbler variety, they can be
worked in very shallow water or heavy grass.

But perhaps the best reason is that, with their flash and vibra-
tion, they increase the radius of awareness to the fish. In clear
water and good conditions, I've seen reds dart from 10 feet
away to eat a spoon fly.

MATCHING THE HATCH

Jon Cave is credited with creation of the first spoon fly in
the mid-80s. His Cave’s Wobbler was constructed of a body of
flattened mylar tubing, and epoxied over. The tail had a tuft of
kiptail and a few strands of krystal flash.

Soon after came variations that eliminated the tail. Kirk
Dietrich, a Chalmette native, created a mylar tubing body with
more of a spoon shape. Capt. Jim Dupre of Gainesville, Florida
created his version using mylar foil cut to shape and epoxied to
ahook.

The Kirk’s Spoon and Dupre Spoon Fly remain two of the most
populax commercial redfish flies on the market.



TIPPETS

For contestants in the CCA STAR Fly Division, June

Another variation is the Fingernail Spoon, popularized by Capt. is the best tournament month to catch big trout
Blaine Townsend of Cocodrie. This one uses a plastic fake fingernail on a fly. At first light, use large poppers. As the
epoxied to the hook, with glitter added to the epoxy that covers the morning progresses, move toward submergent
fingernail and bonds to the hook. flies such as Seaducers, Deceivers and articulated

And then there’s the Waldner Spoon, created by Capt. Rich Waldner baitfish patterns. Casting an intermediate sinking
of New Orleans. This fly uses the “Mother of Epoxy” technique where line will produce more strikes.
the fly body is shaped by four strands of wire, and then the spaces In the southeast, bigger trout will be in the surf. In
filled with epoxy supplemented with glitter of any color. the Calcasieu area, West Cove and Joe's Cove will

There are many other variations. One of my favorites is the Beer be best bets for big fly rod trout.

Can Spoon, where a cut-to-shape aluminum can piece is pressed into The interior ponds have been great for redfish this
a concave mold, then epoxied onto the hook. spring, and that should continue into June before

There’s no argument that spoon flies were inspired by the Johnson it gets too hot. Where you find grass, you'll find
Sprite lure, which is why some purists refuse to fish it — regardless of fish. Try crab flies, spoon flies and charlies such as
how effective it is. LaFleur's Charlie.

From Grand Isle to Grand Calliou, and even in

WOBBLERS vs- SPINNERS interior lakes, bull reds have been plentiful. For

All of the spoon flies mentioned so far are wobblers. That is, they these brutes, try large silhouette flies such as Toads,
have a concave shape that when retrieved through the water causes Borski Slider, Bissett Mud Bug, Sandbar Mullet or
them to ride hook up with a wobbling motion of 15 to 30 degrees the Geaux Meaux.
each side. Bream action should be peaking in the Atchafalaya

The concave shape of wobblers makes them perfect for shallow Basin. Popping bugs will work just about any time
water. But drag-induced lift means they can’t be fished deep without of the day, but if not, try a Jitterbee or Slow Sinking
lots of weight. Spider 2 to 3 feet under a small football cork.

That’s where the Coma Spoon came in. I created this variation Fly anglers in Orleans and Jefferson parishes
based on the physics of the Sauvage screw-type propeller. report that Rio Grande perch have survived the

The Coma Spoon is a spinner. Unlike the concave teardrop shape unusually cold winter and are showing up in
of wobblers, this fly is tied using narrow mylar tubing on a 4X long good numbers. These fish are great fun ona 2 or

) 3-weight rod. Cast small poppers and wet flies.
continues on page 112
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FLY LINES

continued

FLY FISHIN FOR THE
MISSION Il RESULTS:

Mathew Roberts, center, awards Shane
Coleman, left, and Mark Carline first-place
honors at the recent Fly Fishin For The
Mission tournament.

hook. After flattening and firming the
body with 5-minute epoxy, I add a twist
to the body before applying a finish coat
of 30-minute epoxy.

What keeps a spinner from twisting
line? First, a tippet material with high

torsion resistance, such as fluorocarbon.

Second, a retrieve with a short strip fol-
lowed by a one-second pause. The fly
rotates one direction on the strip, then
reverses back on the pause.

In my saltwater fly box, I keep both

wobblers and the Coma Spoon (spinner).

BAD DAY FOR
REDFISH

The 2nd annual FFFTM tournament
out of PAC Kayak Rentals was a great
success, according to organizer Mathew

Roberts. With a larger turnout and more
sponsors, it helped raise money and
awareness for the Mission Six charity,
which benefits veterans. And with low
wind and blue skies, it was a great day to
be on the water.

Most of the state’s top saltwater fly
anglers were on hand, and shared secrets
with their counterparts. That was bad
news for the reds. Despite their skittish
attitude, nearly everyone caught fish.
And some impressive two-fish stringers
were weighed in, as well. =

OVERALL

1st- Shane Coleman, Mark Carline
2nd - Ron Begnaud, Barreft Bertucci
3rd - Kevin Andry, Glen Cormier
KAYAK DIVISION
st - Jerry Bourgeois

2nd - Sarah Giles, Nick Dinger

3rd - Grant Hollier, Robert Oster
BOAT DIVISION

1st- Scott Bienvenu, Brock Miller
2nd - Phillip Schexnayder, Corey Legendre
3rd - Eric Ditch, Tim Gray
SHEEPSHEAD

Nick Dinger - 4.20 Ibs

Largest Red

Mark Carline - 8.81 Ibs

Glen ‘Catch’ Cormier

has pursued fish on the fly for 30 years. A
certified casting instructor and renowned fly
tier, he and his family live in Cotile.
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GRUNTS &
GOBBLES

David Moreland

HOW TO AGE
WHITE-TAILED
DEER: PART Il

KEY IS THIRD TEMPORARY PREMOLAR

WITH THREE CRESTS

THE YEAR-AND-A-
HALF AGE CLASS

he key to aging yearling deer —

deer that are 1 year old— is the

third premolar. The third pre-

molar is a temporary tooth that
has three cusps (or crests.) Both fawns
and yearling deer have this temporary
three-cusped premolar.

As discussed last month, fawns will only
have one molar erupted. As the fawn
grows older, the second molar begins
to erupt, followed by the eruption of the
third molar. So, the difference between a
fawn and a yearling deer is the addition
of the second and third molars to the
lower jaw.

As the yearling deer approaches the
2-year age class, these temporary premo-
lars are replaced with permanent premo-
lars, with the third premolar now having
two cusps. This two-cusped premolar is
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now the key for separating the yearling
deer from 2-year-old (adult) deer. This will
be discussed more in the next issue when
we look at the young adult age classes.

It was also discussed last month that
because during hunting season deer are
at the halfway mark for the year, they are
aged as 1%,2%,3 %, etc.

Deer that breed early in October and
November have fawns born in May and
June — so the half-year increment fit well
for aging purposes. These early-breeding
deer are found in Areas 2, 3, 7, 8 and 10.

But late-breeding areas, like 1, 4, 5, 6
and 9, can be a little challenging since
the fawns are born late — and tooth
eruption is behind early-born deer.
However, the third temporary premolar
with the three cusps is the key, even
though they may not have the full com-
plement of molars in the lower jaw.

The typical early-born yearling deer
jawbone (as found in Area 2 deer) will

have the three temporary premolars,
with three molars that are fully erupted
in November and December. As these
deer grow older, the temporary premo-
lars may begin to break apart and be
replaced with permanent premolars in
January. This generally occurs around
Month 18.

The typical late-born yearling jawbone
(as found in Area 6) will have the three
temporary premolars, with only two
molars fully erupted in November and
even December. As this deer grows
older, the third molar will begin to erupt
— and by January will look like the Area
2 jawbone in November, with the three
temporary premolars and three molars
fully erupted. Generally, these deer
do not begin to shed their temporary
premolars until after hunting season,
although those fawns born in late-July or
August may begin losing these premolars
in January.
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OPPOSITE PAGE:The stages of eruption of the third molar in yearling
deer is clearly visible in this photo: Jawbone No. 5 shows the replace-
ment of the temporary premolars with the new permanent molars.

These yearling deer are basically adult
deer; yearling does should breed and
produce their first fawn, and yearling
bucks grow their first set of antlers.

This is the age class of bucks that most
hunters pass up with hopes that their
antlers will grow larger over time. For
best antler development, a yearling

buck should weigh at least 120 pounds
or more. Yearling bucks that weigh 100
pounds or less are generally small spikes,
and unless there is quality nutrition on
the landscape, they will not catch up to
those deer that weigh 120 or

spring squirrel season opened on May

5. Some states have fall turkey seasons
that are open during squirrel season.

If you killed a turkey this past season,
consider yourself blessed. If you killed
one in May during spring squirrel season,
it was a double-blessing if you hunted
the bushytails, also. Many hunters found
turkey hunting in 2018 to be tough and
unsuccessful. Because of the low turkey
numbers on and around our property,
the 2018 season was a bust — just like
2016 and 2017. To have success turkey

hunting, one has to go to areas that have
good turkey populations, which currently
seem few and far in this state. To have a
good turkey population an area has to
have a lot of turkeys. And to have a lot of
turkeys, you have to have a lot of turkeys.
That sounds like a bunch of double talk,
but when you have a bird that nests on
the ground, production can be hit or
miss. When numbers decline, it really
can get bad with all the factors working

continues on page 116
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you connected in May since
the season ran through the
6th in Area A. This was a
historic season, since the
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GRUNTS &
GOBBLES

continued

The three-cusped temporary premolar is the

key for aging fawns and yearling deer. The three
crests or cusps of these temporary teeth are
clearing visible, and have already begun wearing
down. At 18 months, these temporary premolars
are replaced with permanent molars.

against this ground-nesting bird, like weather,  desire. This is one reason so many Louisiana
predators, floods, etc. This is why turkey popu-  hunters go out of state to turkey hunt. I am

lations can be cyclic, and a low population also hoping this new season structure will pro-
may remain low for many years. duce results, otherwise I may have to become
Sometimes it may not recover unless a an out-of state-hunter, too. =
bopster release is made.to try to get. the popu- Dave Moreland s he
lation up and going again. I am hoping that in author of the new book
the years I have remaining on this earth as we Louisiana Whitetails, which
explains how to grow big

know it, the turkey population will rebound
and not go the way of the Bobwhite Quail. It is
a basic fact that Louisiana does not have the
turkey population that hunters in this state

Bijoa Outhbioatds Inc
3710 Robertson St. « Metairie, LA

504-836-6885

www.bayououtboards.com

EVINRUDE.

e-Tec

10-YEAR
WARRANTY!
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deer and where to hunt them.
The book is available at
www.SportsmanGear.com
and at Amazon.com.

DOWN EAST
GUIDE SERVICE

1907 Paulette Rd.
Morehead City, NC 28557

info@downeastguideservice.com
www.downeastguideservice.com

252-671-3474

*With 4 adult full fare hunts
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LURE
REVIEW

Don Shoopman

RIDE ‘EM,
COWBOY

GARY YAMAMOTO'S
NEVV CREATURE BAIT HAS
A FLUTTERY ACTION BIG
BASS JUST CAN'T RESIST

efore Gary Yamamoto Custom

Baits’ Cowboy soft plastic

creature bait was unveiled at

the 2018 Bassmaster Classic
in South Carolina, a few bass anglers
were fortunate to have Ron Colby’s lat-
est creation.

And Tai Au of Glendale, Arizona — the
No. 2 all-time money winner on the Wild
West Bass Trail — was one of them.

“I know the lure just came out, but I've
caught over 100 fish on it already,” Au
said earlier this spring,.
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“Iwas looking for something the fish
haven't seen,” the 34-year-old GYCB rep
said — and he got it from Colby.

“If I didn't work for Yamamoto, I prob-
ably wouldn't tell anybody;” Au said.

Distinguishing the Cowboy from the
rest are the two large, J-shaped wide
profile legs — the tail — under the body.
It also features two sets of small, flapping

appendages that give it secondary action.

VERSATILITY

The 4-inch long Cowboy can be Texas-

Two large J-shaped high-profile legs
give the Cowboy its vibrating action.

rigged, Carolina-rigged or used as a
trailer on a football head jig, a swivel
head jig and even a bladed jig like a
ChatterBait.

“What’s unique about the bait is there
are no other creature baits on the market
that I know of with a tail that moves so
much. The tail’s so big it moves perfectly
through the water. It doesn’t have any
erratic action,” Au said. “If you pitch alot,
you need a lure with more action, more
movement. You need it to fall where it
flutters. It's awesome to do that”



Before winter hit Arizona, Au caught
consistently with the lure on a few trips
he made in October, November and
December.

At the 2017 WON U.S. Open on Lake
Mead in mid-October, won by Phoenix’s
Justin Patti with 36.3 pounds, Au was in
the Top 10 after Day 1 using the Cowboy.

His first fish was a 3 Y2-pounder (“An
absolute giant for Lake Mead,” he
said) that bit the Cowboy he had tied
to 70-pound braid under a 3/8-ounce
worm weight.

“I'went through every single pack. Long
story short, I ran out of Cowboys,” he
said, noting he had five bags.

In December, which was unseason-
ably mild, Au took the Cowboy out for a
test ride at Saguaro Lake, 41 miles from
Phoenix. He punched the milfoil and
had the kind of day bass anglers dream
about, one that was recorded and can be
seen on YouTube.

“Anyway, my biggest five would have
went 25 pounds;” he said.

He repeated those results the next day
after Colby, who lives in Page, Arizona

— home of GYCB since its inception in
1983 — drove over to fish with him on
Saguaro Lake.

BEST OF BOTH
WORLDS

Au also is a big fan of the GYCB Flappin’
Hog, another soft plastic creature bait
that was his favorite before the introduc-
tion of the Cowboy.

“This one (Cowboy) gives me the best of
both,” he said.

That was the goal, said Colby, GYCB
vice president of operations who cel-
ebrated his 16th year with the company
in December. He had been tinkering with
something like it for a few years but got
serious when pro staffers kept bringing
it up.

“I'had been working on it for a while.
Guys were asking for a bait with more
vibration, something with a bigger kick
and a pretty big profile;” Colby said.

“But when they put the pressure on me,
put the screws to me, I committed. 'm
pretty excited about it. It was in demand”

The Cowboy design he eventually came
up with combined popular character-
istics of the Flappin’ Hog’s shape and
appendages with the wide profile legs of
GYCB’s Hula Grub.

“Ibeefed up the legs. I kept working
with it a little bit until it put a lot of vibra-
tion out there. It seems to be doing the
job,” Colby said.

“What I like about it, too, is they
changed the formula,” Au said. “It’s a little
tougher, lasts a little longer”

He averages three or four bass on one
Cowboy, he said.

For more information on the Cowboy
and other GYCB artificial lures, go to
www.yamamoto.baits.com or call (800)
645-2248. =

Don Shoopman fishes for freshwater and
saltwater species mostly in and around the
Atchafalaya Basin and Vermilion Bay. He
moved to the Sportsman’s Paradise in 1976,
and he and his wife June live in New Iberia.
They have two grown sons.

www.LouisianaSportsman.com
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GAME
WARDEN

Keith LaCoze

RECREATIONAL
ALTERNATIVES
TO HOOK AND
LINE FISHING

HOOP NETS, SLAT TRAPS EFFECTIVE

he summer months offer

excellent fishing in Louisiana.

It is the height of the fishing

“season,” and many of us get
out there and do our best to procure the
main course for a fish fry.

The vast majority of recreational fish-
ermen will be bait casting, fly fishing or
jig poling.

A comparatively small number of fisher-
men will take a different approach and
fish with hoop nets, slat traps or other
gear more commonly associated with
commercial fishing.

They fish for catfish, crabs, crawfish or
shrimp that we recognize as both com-
mercial and recreational species. For
some it is tradition passed down from
dad or grandfather. Others are limited
on time to spend on the water, and like
the idea of having a net or trap doing
the fishing for them. This group also
includes retired commercial fishermen
who held on to a few nets or traps and
wish to continue fishing on a limited
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basis for their
own table.

A commercial
fisherman’s license
and commercial
gear licenses
authorize the sale
of the catch and
use of an unlim-
ited number of
nets or traps. But
the LDWF and the Louisiana Legislature
long ago recognized the need for licens-
ing to accommodate people who wanted
to use a small number of nets or traps
for a recreational harvest with no desire
to sell the catch — and recreational gear
licenses fill the need nicely.

A perfect example was a fellow I knew
who had a camp at Hopedale. He spent
alot of time at the camp, and kept
crab traps in Hopedale Lagoon. When
the kids and grandkids arrived for the
weekend, he would run the traps for a
crab boil. When shrimp season opened

Bayou Rapides in central Louisiana is just one of

the many freshwater bayous and lakes where hoop
nets, slat traps or other legally licensed gear may
be used to catch catfish. INSET: With a $9.50 Basic
Fishing License and an additional $20 Wire Net Gear
License, up to five wire nets such as this one may be
used to put plenty of fresh catfish on the table.

GOT A
QUESTION FOR
KEITH?
EMAILITTO
KLACAZET S@ATT.NET

in May, he would use a 16-foot trawl to
catch shrimp for his family. A $15 rec-
reational crab trap license allowed him
to fish up to 10 crab traps. A $25 trawl
license covered using the trawl.

For the freshwater fisherman with a
taste for fresh catfish, a $20 gear license
authorizes the use of up to five slat
traps, wire nets or hoop nets. The $15
recreational crawfish trap license is a
really sweet deal, allowing the use of up
to 35 traps. These prices are resident
license fees. and non-resident amounts
are higher — so check LDWF licensing at



wlfla.gov/licenses for more information.

Recreational gear licenses are issued
for one specific type of gear or tackle and
are not transferable to different gear or
another person. For example, a recre-
ational gear license for hoop nets is for
hoop nets only, and does not allow the
holder to fish slat traps or a combination
of traps and nets.

WHO NEEDS A
RECREATIONAL
GEAR LICENSE?

A gear license is required for anyone 16
years of age or older using recreational
gear with no exceptions or exemptions.
Residents born before June 1, 1940 are
exempt from basic and saltwater licenses
but must have the appropriate gear
license. Any resident 60 years of age or
older born after June 1, 1940 must have
the senior hunting and fishing license
and appropriate gear license when using
any listed recreational gear.

Remember that gear fishermen must
abide by all sport fishing regulations. All

game fish taken in any type gear must be
returned immediately to the water from
which taken without avoidable injury.
Size and creel limits apply, and during
open shrimp season shrimpers using
trawls 16 feet in length or less are limited
to 100 pounds (heads on) of shrimp per
boat per day. Those using trawls greater
than 16 feet to 25 feet are limited to 250
pounds (heads on) per boat per day.

GETTING STARTED

In Louisiana’s freshwater bayous,
lakes and rivers, a couple of properly
placed small hoop nets or wire traps will
provide fresh fish for the table with a
minimum amount of effort. The trick is
to learn when and where to place them.
Depth, current and geographic charac-
teristics all play a part in gear fishing,
just like with hook and line. As any good
fisherman knows, each water body has
its own hotspots where certain tech-
niques, lure colors and presentations
will put fish in the boat. You just have to
figure out what works — and it’s not any
different with gear fishing,

WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE

HUNTING | RANCH | FARM | TIMBER

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

Anyone interested in giving recre-
ational gear a try should locate a fisher-
man with experience and find out what
works locally. He may not want to reveal
his best fishing spots, but most don't
mind sharing tips on what gear works
best and what to look for when choosing
alocation for a set. He can also point
out where to purchase legal traps or
nets. Prices are generally reasonable,
and properly maintained gear will last
for years.

Be sure to check state and local
regulations for any gear restrictions
on local lakes and reservoirs. LDWF’s
Recreational Fishing Regulations booklet
is an excellent source of information. =

Retired Wildlife Enforcement Lieutenant
(olonel Keith LaCaze spent 34 years
with the LOWF beginning in 1977.
LaCaze is happily married to wife Mitzi
and the father of two children.

WHITETAILPROPERTIES.COM
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STICKS AND
STRINGS

Sammy Romano

TENPOINT

ADDS A NEW
CROSSBOW

STEALTH NXT PUTS THE LATEST TECHNOLOGY INTO

SPACE-AGE ARCHERY EQUIPMENT

s the majority of our hunting
A population ages, crossbows have

steadily moved to the forefront
of today’s archery market.

And TenPoint Crossbow Technologies
has long been a leader in that segment,
and they've continued that tradition for
2018 with the latest engineering and sev-
eral new models.

The Stealth NXT is the culmination of
this technology. With a smaller footprint,
new cocking options, and new premium
arrows, it offers a significant upgrade in
maneuverability and performance from
past models.

The first thing you will notice about
the Stealth NXT is its narrow width. At
only 11.3 inches axle-to-axle uncocked,
and less than 6.5 inches cocked, this
crossbow offers excellent maneuver-
ability and limb clearance. It will be
a dream to shoot in confined spaces,
whether from a brushy tree, a ground
blind or an enclosed box stand. This
offers a huge advantage by increasing
hunting opportunities.

The Stealth NXT is only 33.6 inches
long, and weighing only 7.3 pounds, is
relatively light for a crossbow. Its 13.5-
inch power stroke propels arrows at
speeds up to 410 feet per second. All of
this with less than one-third of the noise
of most other crossbows. The fact that it
is so quiet will be key when shooting at
jumpy animals like whitetails — and will
help to offer additional shot opportuni-
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ties if needed.

The Stealth NXT uses TenPoint’s proven
trigger design with a roller sear to reduce
both creep and trigger poundage. The
automatic MIM safety engages when
the bow is cocked, and slides off silently
to avoid spooking game. The Dry Fire
Inhibitor prevents accidental dry fires.

I found the 3.5-pound trigger pull to
be very easy, with very little creep. The
semi-open trigger-guard design allows
easy access with gloves on, while still
providing protection to prevent acciden-
tal discharges. The arrow-retaining brush
will not break like earlier spring-metal
designs were prone to do. The machined
aluminum rail and engineered optimum
downward string pressure help to extend
string life well beyond most other cross-
bows. And the dual flex limbs nearly form
a circle at full draw, which helps contrib-
ute to this bow’s high arrow speed.

When it comes to cocking methods,
TenPoint offers several options for the
Stealth NXT. The ACUdraw 50 sled uses
ropes with pull handles to reduce draw
weight by 50 percent. It uses a winch to
crank the string back, reducing the draw
weight to 5 pounds. The ACUdraw PRO
also uses a crank, but it is 40-percent
faster, totally silent and includes the new
ACUtorq handle to eliminate the possi-
bility of over-cranking the bow. TenPoint
pioneered the bow-mounted crank cock-
ing device, and they have perfected it
over many years.

The TenPoint Stealth NXT offers big performance
in a compact, light package.

The Stealth NXT is worth a look for
yourself. Its new technology and cool fea-
tures will appeal to any hunter looking to
up their game this year. You will be blown
away by how smooth, quiet, fast and
accurate this crossbow operates.

CHOOSE A PACKAGE

The Stealth NXT is offered in two con-
figurations: the standard and elite pack-
ages. The standard package includes
the TenPoint RangeMaster Pro Scope,
ACUdraw or ACUdraw 50 Sled, three-
arrow quiver, and three EVO-X arrows.
The elite package also includes the
EVO-X MARKSMAN scope and TenPoint
STAG hard crossbow case.

With prices starting at $1,449 for a
complete package, this bow is affordable
for many bowhunters. Both scopes offer
variable speed and arrow drop compen-
sation. The RangeMaster Pro has cross-
hairs and/or dots in 10-yard increments
for exact yardages out to 60 yards. The
EVO-X MARKSMAN scope has aiming
points in 10-yard increments out to 100
yards for those who want to target-shoot
at longer ranges or hunt out West. =

Sammy Romano is a lifelong hunter who has
worked in the archery industry for more than
24 years. His expertise includes compounds and
crossbows. He can be reached at samboka31@
aol.com.




HEADING DOWNRANGE:

TenPoint’s new EVO-X CENTERPUNCH carbon arrows offer enhanced strength,
accuracy and downrange penetration over other designs on the market. These
arrows are fletched slightly offset and are fitted with an 84-grain insert for
improved F.0.C. They are constructed of modulus fiber at 33 million PSI and
wrapped in an exclusive LAZER-TECH carbon weave, making them one of the
sfrongest crosshow arrows ever made. These arrows are inspected for a.001-
inch tolerance, also quaranteeing near perfect accuracy. Fitted with an omni-nock
and receiver for easy lighted nock installation, they are a perfect match for any
TenPoint crosshow.

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

40’ x 60’ x 12’ Installed
Roof Only, Closed Gables.............$7,642*

Roof Only, Open Gables............... $6,850*

30’ x 40’ x 10’ Installed

Roof Only, Open Gables.... $3,950*
registerbarns.com

228-678-0971-Office
228-234-9115-Cell

228-234-7241-Cell
2611 26th Ave. - Gulfport, MS

Second location in Highland Home, AL
*prices do not include taxes and delivery

THE MOLPUS
WOODLANDS GROUP,LLC

* Cleveland County 1,272+/- acres located just south of Rison,
Arkansas on AR State Highway 79, just one hour from Little Rock.
This tract is an ideal deer, turkey, squirrel and duck hunting tract with
tremendous amounts of ecological diversity. This tract boasts approxi-
mately three miles of Saline River frontage, as well multiple interior
ponds/lakes and sloughs. Well worth checking this out! $3,250 per
acre.

* Hennessey Bayou 1,685+/- acres located on the MS River in Warren
County, MS with mature hardwood and cypress. Several man-made
weirs are allowing for accretion to occur rapidly. Excellent hunting and
fishing opportunities. Great views. $2,500 per acre.

* Calcasieu Parish 334 +/- acres located south of Starks, LA adjacent
to Highway 109. Large contiguous block perfect for recreation with
options for development along the road frontage while providing a sig-
nificant timber investment. A mix of 2014 pine plantation and adjacent
hardwood streamers. $2,500 per acre.

* Beauregard Parish 145+/- acres with % mile of Highway 26 frontage
for easy access surrounded by undeveloped forestland with plenty of ex-
cellent wildlife habitat. A mix of 2013 well stocked pine plantation and
hardwood streamers breaking up the landscape. $2,840 per acre.

Timberland and Recreational Hunting land available across the country!!!

Toby Trowbridge, I11 Tina Meiners
Value Added Specialist, South Central Region ~ Value Added Specialist, South Central Region
Louisiana Licensed Real Estate Salesperson Louisiana Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

(318) 324-9068 Ext. 103 office (337) 463-9700, ext. 113

WWWwW.Im ()l pus.com
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HAPPY
TRAILS

Bill Garbo

e find ourselves in the

“in-between season”

Here in the Deep South,

it is not only the season
of insects, heat, humidity, snakes and
poison ivy, but it’s also the season of
summer food plots, bush-hogging and
weed spraying.

A lot of work needs to be done before
next hunting season, but proceed with
caution because of the plethora of things
out there just waiting to make your life
miserable.

After 48 years in the whitetail woods,
I'have pretty much seen it all, but, as I
recently found out, something is always
out there that you may or may not be
prepared for. I decided to make a jaunt
into the field, and the weather was pretty
decent for central Mississippi this time
of year, with a low in the upper 50s and
an afternoon high in the low 70s. As a
precaution against flying, crawling and

124 Louisiana Sportsman [ June 2018

The author keeps an array of meds handy
to deal with stings, itches and rashes.

PREPPING FOR
FALL HUNTING

TRIPS AFIELD DURING THE SUMMER CAN PRESENT SOME INTERESTING PROBLEMS

slithering vermin, I was wore long pants
that were bloused into my tall snake
boots, along-sleeve shirt and a hat for
sun protection. I also had a can of DEET
spray to apply to my boot tops, pants,
sleeves and hat. In other words, I was
pretty much ready for all contingencies.
But we all know from experience how
fast our best-laid plans can fall apart.

After leaving my truck, I sprayed down
with the bug spray and began to walk
across a freshly disked field. Before
taking very many steps, I began to
notice a building cloud of black gnats
or midges that were orbiting my upper
half. Forgetting the sage advice I had
been given a year or so ago that DEET
was absolutely useless against gnats and
midges, I promptly took out my spray
bottle and began to liberally spray my
neck, ears, forehead and wrists.

THEY ATE ME UP

Upon sensing the sweet elixir of freshly
applied DEET, an absolute horde of
winged gnats or midges suddenly
appeared and began to light on every
square inch of exposed flesh they could
find, all the while biting and chewing on
me. They crawled up my sleeves as far as
my biceps; they were in my ears, behind
my glasses on my eyelids, forehead, and
everywhere else in between. After no
more than 30 minutes, having unsuccess-
fully trying to outrun them two or three
times, I took off running for the truck. As
I careened down the mud hole-pocked
road, I rolled all the windows down, and
then, upon hitting the blacktop, I took
her up to about 50 mph for maximum
suction, all the while continuing to slap
and kill the few hangers-on that were still
trying to extract a blood-meal.

Today, nursing my red-welted, itching
face and arms, the old timers’ remedy for
biting gnats is echoing in my head. The



remedy is to apply plain, unsweetened
vanilla extract to all exposed skin. That
is a good tip for us all to remember.
Unfortunately, I was fresh out of vanilla
and forgot to bring a beekeeper’s suit
along, so my outing was doomed from
the beginning.

DON’T LEAVE HOME
WITHOUT “‘EM

You have to prepare for so many things
this time of year. With the first hint of
spring weather, I always wear snake
boots in the field. Poisonous snakes are
where you find them, so why even take
a chance? Over the years, [ have had
several close calls with the big three: rat-
tlers, moccasins and copperheads. Also,
many sportsmen like to take their dogs
with them into the field; if you do, bear
in mind that a snake bite can be fatal to
your loyal companion.

Some people, including me, are highly
allergic to yellow jacket and wasp venom,
and even a single sting can potentially
put them into anaphylactic shock. I have
to carry along or keep handy a medical
kit that not only contains an EpiPen, but
also has liquid Benadryl, Tagamet and a

Trophy Whitetail

steroid dose pack. If stung, the key is to
do everything you can to not have to use
the EpiPen injector. As my doctor has
coached me, this can be accomplished
after being stung by immediately taking
a 50 mg dose of liquid Benadryl, taking
a Tagamet pill, and then taking the ini-
tial dose of steroid as described on the
prescription box (chewed
rather than swallowed). Do
all of this with your EpiPen
injector right by your side.

If you are prone to
anaphylaxis from stings,
when was the last time
you checked the expira-
tion date on your set of
EpiPens? Even if kept cool
in an insulated bag and the
epinephrine appears clear
in the injector, get a new
prescription and replace
your injectors on a regular
basis. Replacement can be pricey, but
hey, it’s potentially your life that we are
talking about. =

& Exotics Dove Hunts

Central Texas

Deer up to 140 for $2,950
Deer up to 240 - Call for pricing
3 1/2 days ALL INCLUSIVE

325-642-7596

sdwhitetails.com

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

GETTING READY:

We have just three or four months to get ourselves
physically in better condition to lift sacks of seed
and fertilizer, limb tree-stand trees, drag and load
up @ heavy buck and hike in to scout or hunt. Get
on a regular walking program. Join a gym and lift
weights. There are so many ways fo get ourselves
in better shape to have a safer and more enjoyable
hunting season this fall.

The author ran across this
bad boy recently. Only his
nose was above the water.

Bill Garbo is a petroleum engineer and avid
whitetail hunter from Madison. He has lived
and hunted out west and taken numerous

big game species, but hunting big old mature
southern whitetail bucks is his favorite pursuit
by a country mile.
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PADDLES 'N Chris Holmes has kayak

fished in the Gulf of Mexico,
Pu D D LEs the Atlantic and Pacific

oceans and many places
(Chris Holmes in between. He can be

reached at cholmes@att.net.

‘KID’-YAKING:
CREATE MEMORIES
ON THE WATER

A YAKIS A GREAT TOOL TO TEACH KIDS TO FISH

here's no better way to introduce kids to fishing than
with a kayak.
The solitude and close quarters allow for easy
instruction and great conversation, with almost
endless teaching opportunities. On quiet paddles, a
wide variety of wildlife may be seen — as well as several differ-
ent species of fish caught.

The vast majority of kayaks used by anglers are single-seat
models. However, too many anglers with small children over-
look the fact that they can easily take a child along on most
kayak trips. The weight capacity and stability on most models is
sufficient to safely hold a small passenger — so don't leave the
kids at home.

However, a kayak fishing trip with a child is necessarily differ-
ent than a serious fishing trip with fellow ‘yak anglers. The focus
on such trip needs to be all about the child. They need to be
comfortable, secure and well fed. (Nothing soothes a slow fish-
ing trip better than their favorite snacks.)

126 Louisiana Sportsman | June 2018



www.LouisianaSportsman.com

The first order of business is a proper-
fitting, Coast Guard-approved child’s
personal flotation device. Many child-size
PFDs include an added crotch strap that
keeps them in the PFD in the event of a
water entry. Get one that is not bulky or
hot, and is sized properly for the child. It
should be worn at all times. Remember, if
it doesn't fit properly they are going to be
uncomfortable, and probably won't have
an enjoyable trip.

For fishing, quality children’s-sized rod
and reel combos are easier for them to
handle. It makes it easier for them to
learn how to cast and reel in fish with
equipment that is suitable for their
smaller hands and stature. Focus on
teaching proper techniques, and getting
the child to catch a fish. But let them do
it — don't just show them how it is done.
Some kids might say they don't like fish-
ing, but none have ever said they don't
like catching.

With a little ingenuity and rigging, most
single kayaks 12 feet and over can easily

There’s nothing like the look on a young child’s face when
pulling in a sea monster. Ten-year-old Brody Muhoberac
caught this nice blue cat while riding in the back of his
dad’s kayak while jug-fishing. An ice chest did double-duty,
and made a great seat for Brody.

be set up to add additional temporary
seating space. Be it a small chair or even
an ice chest, the rear tank well can easily
be adapted as a place that your child
can ride along and fish. Keep gear to
the minimum for a successful trip. Most
configurations allow ample seating with
room to safely stand if conditions allow.

With just a little time and expense, chil-
dren can be properly outfitted for a suc-
cessful and enjoyable trip. But there's no
shade in a kayak, so make sure they have
ample sun protection from both clothing
and sunscreen. A good hat and polarized
sunglasses can also make the trip more
comfortable.

Remember, most kids have short atten-
tion spans, but with a few safety rules
and some good advice, they'll be able to
move around a bit and stay interested. Be
prepared to bait hooks, undo tangles and
fetch lines from trees — it's all part of the
learning process. When kayak fishing with
children, patience is a must. Above all, be
prepared to answer questions — lots of

CONTINUES >
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PADDLES ‘N
PUDDLES

continued

>

questions. Boredom can set in quickly on slow days,
but resist the urge to pacify them with electronics.
Use the experience in nature to discuss the variety of
wildlife and fauna in the area, and fishing regulations
and reasons to practice conservation.

While the time together is the real prize, catching
fish is a welcome bonus. Pick weather conditions
and locations where the chances of catching fish are
best. Be it panfish or redfish, it really doesn't matter:
Use live and natural baits to up the odds, and teach
the child how it is handled, why it works and how to
properly hook it.

Rod and reel fishing is not a necessity. A good old-
fashioned cane pole and some worms make for a
great outing. Catfish noodles are also a good way to
introduce kids to kayak fishing. The noodles are easy
to use and have a high success rate. And the kayak
sits low to the water so they are easy for the kids to
grab. But make sure they have on a pair of gloves so
they don't get rope burns if a big fish is on the line.
Kids get super-excited chasing down a free-floating
noodle that disappears for a few seconds as the fish
tries to get away.

A well-planned kayak fishing trip provides a lifetime
of memories and learning opportunities kids can't
get in school. They learn fishing terms, boating
basics and even how to exaggerate the size of fish
they catch. Bring along a small waterproof camera
to document the outing. Tie a float to it, and let the
child take photos, too.

In this hectic world, parents get precious little time
together with their kids in such an intimate, one-on-
one setting. Take advantage of it. =
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JUST BUY IT

t's tax refund time, and many anglers are thinking about buying

their first kayak. If your budget allows, certainly consider purchas-

ing a brand new kayak. Kayak fishing has continued to increase in

popularity, and so have the prices for new kayaks. Getting a new
model provides all the latest features and a warranty — but don't let
sticker shock keep you off the water.

Like many other sports items, kayaks regularly come on the market for
a wide variety of reasons. Oftentimes, kayak owners find they just don't
have the time they thought they would to get on the water. A host of
other reasons can account for the sale of a kayak, including upgrading
to a newer model, a change in family situation or physical issues. So with
a little preparation and research, you can be ready when the right kayak
comes on the market.

DO YOUR HOMEWORK

Start by doing your homework and pick out a few models that fit
your needs. Know the features you're looking for, and those that fit
your intended use. Also, know your budget. And if at all possible, make
arrangements with the seller for an actual test ride to check things like
fit, comfort and stability. Take the 'yak to a nearby pond, ditch, or even a
swimming pool, if that's the only option.

Thoroughly look over the kayak for any damage or broken parts.
Hatches should be in good working order and latch securely. While a
reasonable amount of hull rash and scratches are normal, check for deep
cuts and cracks that could allow water intrusion. Severe fading is a sign
the kayak was kept outside and uncovered. While this detracts from
the appearance, it may not necessarily affect performance. However,

This enterprising angler used a highly-attended kayak tour-
nament as an outlet to market his‘yak for sale. Purchasing a
good-conditioned used kayak is a great way to get a higher-
end model at a much lower price.



prolonged sun exposure can
cause the plastic to become
brittle and crack.

It is always best to purchase
a kayak that has been stored
indoors — or at least under
cover. Shopping around lets
you see a variety of models
and conditions to help know
when you have found the
right one.

And while good deals on
used kayaks usually come from
individual sellers, don't overlook
kayak dealers. Most dealers
have a stock of demo boats
they sell off once the new
models come out. These kayaks
are usually only a model year
or two old, and are often only
used a few days a year. Deep
discounts over the new-boat
price can usually be found.

Good deals from private sell-
ers also come around often,
but they don't last long. The
used kayak market is robust, so
understand you aren't the only
one scouring the classifieds
looking for that sweet deal.
Online sales sites like Craig’s
List, kayak club sales listings
and the Louisiana Sportsman
classifieds are all great places
to shop for used kayaks. Check
these sites regularly — and be
prepared to drive a reasonable
distance if necessary. Have your
cash ready, because most sell-
ers are looking to take the best
offer — and often won't hold a
kayak and potentially miss out
on a sale waiting on payment.

While a used kayak may not
be in perfect condition, it
still may be the perfect kayak
for you. If you are prepared
to make minor repairs and
upgrades, you can often get a
great kayak at an even greater
price. Oftentimes buying a
gently fished, higher-end kayak
is preferable than purchasing
an entry-model new one.

So what is really the best
kayak? That's easy — the one
you can afford and gets you
safely on the water. =

NEW GEAR UP NEXT>

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

. O A .
captam Paul’s Flshmg Edge Files ed into your GPS unit via GPS/Computer connection
o L akes Ponchartrain & « You must have an email address that will accept attachments on your incoming

© Cocodrie-Dulac-Dularge

o Leeville East

® Leeville West -
Terrebonne & Timbalier
Bays

 Barataria Bay

| ake Borgne

© Hopedale to the
Mississippi Sound

 Hopedale MRGO to
Bayou Terre aux Boeufs

© Delacroix to Point a la
Hache

© Bayou Bienvenu

 Port Sulphur

Maurepas
o (alcasieu Lake

. Myr[le Grove-Lake Some of the “EDGE” positions are underwater reef’s, shoals, structures, and honey holes

Hermitage
© Empire to Buras
© Pearl River WMA
o Lafitte
 The Rigolets
 Vermillion Bay

: %&%%;EV%SWR « to ask him a question go to www.louisianasportsman.com
L]
Routes o Click on the Louisiana Sportsman Outdoor Store on the

MRGO - WAYPOINTS & ROUTES

Around the new Hopedale Dam

e Contains over 170 W/P locations

« Gives the fisherman an advantage in getting to &finding fishing spots,moving
around, and getting back from some of the more favorite fishing areas in the state

 Downloads directly into various GPS units

« Saves countless hours of manually entering waypoint values into the GPS receiver

* Are files are transmitted as an attachment to an email

« Attachment is IMPORTED into your mapping program and electronically download-

email

[NEW LOCATIONS CONSTANTLY BEING ADDED]
All of the CAPTAIN PAUL’S FISHING EDGE of GPS WAYPOINTS are
NOW available at the LOUISIANA SPORTSMAN’S OUTDOOR STORE

which is located on the Louisiana Sportsman website

Capt. Paul Titus is Louisiana Sportsman's GPS expert

Louisiana Sportsman home page at www.lasmag.com
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PADDLES ‘N
PUDDLES

continued

NEW GEAR REVIEWS

MICROWAVE LINE
GUIDE SYSTEM

Invented years ago by the late Doug
Hannon, “The Bass Professor, Microwave
fishing guides are a unique line-control
system for spinning rods that reduces the
line coiling effect, thereby increasing cast-

ing accuracy and distance. The initial strip-

per guide is where the magic happens.
A cone shaped guide-within-a-guide
knocks down the line coils that naturally
come from casting a spinning reel. With
conventional guides, these coils carry
through the first guide, thereby causing
additional resistance and vibration as
the line continues through the remain-
ing guides out to the tip. Slow-motion
photography shows how the Microwave
system knocks out the coils at the initial
guide, providing a smooth, straight line
flow through the rest of the guides. Using
identically-rigged combos and line for
nearly a year, one with conventional

guides and one with the Microwave
guides, | put the system to the test with
both monofilament and braided line. The
Microwave system is no gimmick. You
can literally feel the smoother cast and
lower vibration. Casting is easier, which is
important in a kayak because the seated
position is not optimum for achieving
long distances. Longer casts, with less
effort, was immediately obvious. Using
the Microwave system, line issues over
the life of the test were consistently cured.
Frustrating line coils gathering in the
mono just did not happen. Likewise, wind
knots in the braid were non-existent. The

RAM ROLLER-BALL PADDLE
& ACCESSORY HOLDER

One key to successful kayak fishing
is having your gear secure and where
you need it, when you need it. The new
RAM Roller Ball accessory holder works
for a variety of items that have a round
or nearly round handle. Paddles are the
most obvious accessory that the Roller
Ball grips hold in place. Simple but strong,
it utilizes rubber balls that roll and spring
outward as the paddle shaft is gently
pushed down. The balls grip your paddle
firmly, but release effortlessly and quietly
when needed. The unit holds items with
adiameter from 1to 1 5/6 inches. The
base mount utilizes a T-bolt screw that is
compatible with RAM Tough-Track and
most kayak track systems. The base is
easily tightened by hand and can be set
at various angles, not just parallel to the
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kayak. This is espe-

cially handy for hold-

ing landing nets or

gaffs at just the right

position for quick

and easy access.

A spring-loaded

plunger between

the roller balls

assures that there

are always three

points of tension

for a secure hold.

Another handy use

is to hold your BogaGrip, or similar lip-grip
tool, at the ready. And a molded-in eye

at the base of the Roller Ball provides a
secure location to clip a gear leash. Stake
out poles, bait nets and many other items

guides, by American Tackle Company, are
sold by most major rod building suppliers.
Full sets include the stripper guide and a
full set of snag free running guides. If you
build your own rods or like having custom
rods made, try a set on your next spinning
rod and you won't be disappointed. Some
factory made rods, including models from
Lew’s, can be found with the Microwave
system. The guide sets are available

in chrome, black and titanium. MSRP:
Starting at about $30 per set.

More information:
www.americantackle.us

can be securely held in place with the
RAM Roller Ball. MSRP: $17.99.

More information:
www.rammount.com

BEST BETS UP NEXT >



NauticStar

COME SEE THE

ALL NEW
265XTS

244 XTS
BAY BOAT

NauticStar

Offer Ends
June 15th!

For a limited time, purchase a new, select eligible Yamaha 2.5 hp to 150 hp four-stroke outhoard and receive up to$750 in dealer credit
toward the purchase of additional goods or services from your authorized, participating Yamaha outhoard dealer.

1756 VV Center Console Alweld 1756 VV Marsh Series Pro Bass
with F/0LA Yamaha Console with F/0LA Yamaha

Extra $150 - $200 Off ‘A"
2.0hp -25hp Four Stroke Engines
Limited Quantity While Supplies Last ® Ends June 30th

1128 BARROW ST.- HOUMA, LA YA MA H A
MON. - FRI. 7:30am - 5pm

(985) 872-4181 - (985) 868-7534 WWW.dagates.com
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PADDLES ‘N
PUDDLES

continued

JUNE’S BEST BETS

FRESHWATER
WHERE: Delacroix
WHAT: Bass, with trout and reds as a bonus

HOW: The grass in Delacroix is getting thicker by the day as
summer draws near. It makes the fishing a bit tougher, but the
area is filled with nice bass. Early mornings, try working topwater
frogs or weightless Texas-rigged plastics on top of the grass mats.
If you don't draw any explosions through the grass, let the frog sit
in the open pockets of water and impart some subtle twitches. If
you're fishing with plastics, drag the lure to the edge of the grass
and slowly let it sink down into the holes. As thick as the grass
looks on top, there is plenty of room for the fish to move about
beneath it.

Oftentimes the fish are under the grass along the deeper edges.
Work spinnerbaits and weedless spoons parallel to the edges
of the grass beds. If you can stand in your kayak, pitching and
punching through the heavy grass is a productive technique,
especially during the hotter parts of the day. Use weedless plas-
tics with a %- to 1-ounce weight to get your lure through the
thick cover. But be careful setting the hook, as a missed fish can
easily send you out the other side of your‘yak. Keep in mind that
any strike could be from a bass, redfish or speckled trout. How-
ever, bass have really taken over in the areas nearer the launches
and highway. It's not uncommon to have days with double digit
catches of plump marsh bass, with a fish up to 4 pounds a defi-
nite possibility.

LAUNCH: Two commercial launches offer concrete ramps and
secure parking. Both have small stores and sell live and dead bait.
Good fishing can be found within sight of the launches, so fish
your way out and you may not have to paddle very far.

Serigne’s Marina: Now the oldest launch in Delacroix, it was
opened in 1967. Owner Lionel Serigne has a lifetime of know!-
edge of fishing in Delacroix and will steer you right. 5933 Dela-
croix Highway, St. Bernard, La. (504) 265-0007. $5
launch fee. Check out Serigne’s Marina, Delacroix, La/

Facebook

Sweetwater Marina: Owner Capt. Jack Payne is regu-
larly on the water running guided trips. He always has
up-to-date information on patterns and locations. 6205
Delacroix Highway, St. Bernard, La. (504)342-2368. $10
launch fee per kayak. www.delacroixfishing.com

INSIDER TIP: Camps, rooms and cabins are avail-
able throughout the area. Ask the marina owners for
recommendations if you are planning an overnight trip.

*Due to the lag time in printing, weather conditions can change the bite — so
check in regularly with LouisianaSportsman.com for the latest updates.

SALTWATER
WHERE: Shell Beach
WHAT: Trout, reds and bonus bass

HOW: Campo's Marina at Shell Beach sits at the intersection

of Bayou Yscloskey and the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (MRGO).
You can literally be fishing in three minutes from the marina.
There is a rock wall that lines the north side of the MRGO that
regularly holds trout and redfish. Live shrimp are the key for June
fishing, and are readily available at the marina. But it's going to
be hot, so don't overload your bait bucket or livewell with too
many shrimp or you'll be resigned to fishing with dead bait. Pop-
ping corks with live shrimp along the rocks in the MRGO and the
opening for Bayou Yscloskey up to the mouth of Lake Borgne

on the north side, are your best bet. A sliding cork helps get the
shrimp down to the depths where the fish are often holding, and
makes casting easier. Note that the channel is deep, and there is
a lot of powerboat activity in the area. Be careful not to anchor in
the right-of-way or around blind turns in the bayou. If you don't
have any luck in this area, paddle behind the rocks and into the
marsh for great redfish action with some bonus largemouth bass.
As summer approaches, the grass beds get thick, but still hold
fish. You may need to paddle, though, as most pedal-drive sys-
tems get hard to use in the thick vegetation. Try weedless topwa-
ter baits early, and drop live shrimp through the holes between
the grass pockets to find fish hiding tight in the cover.

LAUNCH: Campo's Marina is a St. Bernard institution, and they
do not charge for kayak launching. However, you need to use the
same concrete backdown ramp as the powerboats, so be cour-
teous and do not tie up the ramp. If the water is high, you may
be able to slide in off the small dock just to the left of the ramps.
Make sure to buy bait and ice from the marina in appreciation

for their free kayak launch policy. Campo's Marina, 1301 Yscloskey
Hwy, St. Bernard, La. 504-252-9321. Campo’s Marina on Facebook.

INSIDER TIP: As soon as you get into the MRGO, look to
your right and you will see a large Hurricane Katrina Memorial
cross. Although it is within spitting distance of the marina, don't
overlook it as a fishing hotspot. You may not need to venture any
further. Note that there are submerged rocks jutting out into the
MRGO on the right as you enter the channel from Bayou Ysclos-
key. Follow the pilings around until you clear the rocks.

This young lady rode in style as she accompanied her dad as he participated in the
Ride the Bull kayak fishing tournament in Caminada Pass last summer. The added
rear seat made for a great place to relax while the two spent the day on the water.
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NEW MODEL 2018 BOATS & ACGESSORIES AT 2017 PRIGES!

XZRESE | 7018 XPRESS BOATS COMING IN WEEKLY

YAMAHA TECHNICIANS

YAMAHA OUTBORRDS WINTER SUPER DEAL

H & M M A H I N E 1217 W. 2ND ST. » CROWLEY, LA @
337-783-1194

L@ﬂﬂﬁ@ﬁ@[ﬁ]@”@ Newest

ISLEIATSA

12893 Highway 84 West STORE HOURS
Trout, LA 71371 Mon-Fri 8:00am-5:30pm

(318) 992-4774 Sat 8:00am-2:00pm
www.tandcmarine.com Sun Closed '
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PADDLES ‘N
PUDDLES

continued

JUGGIN’ BLUES

This was one of several big blue cats
hauled in by Brody Muhoberac while on
a kayak jug-fishing trip with his dad.
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Rule No. 1 in our house is

SEAFOOD to never pass up a chance
to put your feet under Mary

BIBLE Poe’s kitchen table. Her reci-

Jerald & Glenda Horst pes appear in three of the

six Louisiana Seafood Bible
books, and they're all great.
A speckled trout excursion

FORMER BIG LAKE
with her husband
GUIDE DISPLAYS (see he festure.
(see the feature
story “Pick your
BIG TIME COOKING Poison”on page 29)
was all the excuse
SKI Lls needed to court
MARY POE SHARES TWO GREAT RECIPES her o cook for his
As usual, the still-
perky strawberry
blonde indulged
us with two of her
originals, and natu-
rally, one of them
was a fish recipe. The other
was her family recipe for
one of our all-time favorite
foods — crab cakes.

Mary and Jeff founded
Big Lake Guide Service at
Hebert's Landing in 1984,
and she was an active guide
for nearly 20 years.

“The sun and my fair skin,
as well as two artificial hips,
ran me off the lake,"she said.

Jeff still guides every day,
and has now been joined
by Nick.

Although many people
didn't know it, Mary has
always cooked — much of
her love of cooking came
from her dad, Major Newlin,
who enjoyed the kitchen.

Jeff says, “Her cooking is
always just right. She’s got a
knack for putting the right
amount of everything in
every dish!'=

Mary Poe’s crab cakes have almost no filler to hide
the luscious taste of the crabmeat. INSET: Mary’s
years on the water as a top-notch fishing guide
overshadow her near-magical kitchen skills.
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CRAB CAKES WITH

AIOLI SAUCE

“The roots of this dish go back to my grand-
mother, Mary Newlin,"explained Mary.“She was
from New Orleans, so she used Italian bread
crumbs. My mother, Katherine Rentrop Newlin,
modified it by using milk-soaked white bread
instead of Italian bread crumbs.

“My dad said there was too much gunkin it,
so she went to bread, then when that didn't
work, saltines. Back then, you could buy saltines
already crushed.

"I don't like a lot of filling, but you have

to have a binder, so | use saltines. | tried
Panko, but it doesn't work inside a dish.
[t's better on the surface. The crackers
hold the dish together, along with the
eggs and the mayonnaise, but you
won't notice them.

“Generally, when | eat crab cakes | want

AIOLI SAUCE
PREPARATION:

Mix the ingredients together and set
the mixture in the refrigerator to chill for
at least 30 minutes.

CRAB CAKE PREPARATION: serves4.

Mix the eggs, onions, mayonnaise, Creole
mustard, lemon juice, salt, black and cayenne
pepper and Tabasco Sauce in a large bowl.
Blend them by hand until smooth. Add 1 cup
of crushed saltines and stir until the mixture is
thick. Fold the crabmeat in gently to keep from
breaking the lumps. Place the remaining cracker
crumbs in a shallow dish or plate. Form four
equal-sized cakes with the crabmeat mixture.
Each cake will be quite loose at this point. Place

The proportions of
the seven ingredients
which make up
Mary’s aioli sauce can
be varied to one’s
personal taste.

to eat crab.

‘| thought that the bell pepper in her recipe
overpowered the dish so | deleted it. Mom
used yellow mustard. | use Creole mustard just
because | love it.

"Jeff loves this. | don't know if it's a true aioli, but
it's what | call it. I usually make it with 2 pounds of
crabmeat, so he can have sandwiches with the
crabs and sauce the next day. This is a pretty fast
dish. I can whip it up in 20 minutes.'s

Mary crushes the saltine crackers by putting
them in a plastic zipper bag and gently
pounding them with a meat tenderizer.

each cake, one at a time, in the plate of crumbs
and heap crumbs up over the edges and on the
tops to put a good layer of crumbs on the cakes'
surfaces. Set the cakes aside as they are breaded.
Heat the oil and butter in a non-stick frying pan
until the oil is hot. Fry the cakes until they are
golden brown on both sides. Take extreme care
to prevent breakage when turning the cake to
brown the second side. Serve each cake with a
dollop of aioli sauce.

Jerald and Glenda Horst are the authors of six excellent
books on Louisiana seafood — The Seafood Bible: Shrimp,
The Seafood Bible: Crawfish, The Seafood Bible: Crabs, The
Seafood Bible: Oysters, The Seafood Bible: Fish: Volumn |
and The Seafood Bible: Fish: Volumn 2. Jerald and Glenda
may be contacted at jerald@rockinghorst.com.

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

AIOLI SAUCE
INGREDIENTS:

1 cup mayonnaise

Zest from 1 small lemon

Juice from a half lemon

1 heaping thsp. chopped
fresh dill

Vatsp. garlic powder

4 dashes of Tabasco sauce

3 tsp. small capers

CRAB CAKE
INGREDIENTS:

2 eqgs, beaten

Y2 cup finely minced Vidalia
onion

3 heaping thsp. mayonnaise
1 heaping thsp. Creole mustard
Juice of Tlemon

2 tsp. salt

Vatsp. cayenne pepper
Vatsp. black pepper

2 big dashes of Tabasco sauce
2 sleeves of saltine crackers,
crushed and divided

11b. crabmeat

2 tsp. cooking oil or olive oil
2 tsp. butter

FISH ALADDIN UPNEXT>

June 2018 | Louisiana Sportsman 137



SEAFOOD
BIBLE

continued

ALADDIN

PREPARATION: serves 4.

Add shallots and wine to a medium saucepan
and cook over medium-high heat until the liquid
reduces to 2 tbhsp. Reduce heat to low and stir in the
heavy cream and the pinch of saffron. Stir in the pats
of butter to melt them, one at a time. Do not allow
the mixture to boil or the butter will separate. Stir
in the lemon juice and 1/2 tsp. salt. Strain the sauce
to remove the shallots. Shake the strainer to get all
of the liquid. Add the remaining strands of saffron
for color, then set the sauce aside in the pan on the
lowest heat possible. If necessary, set the pan half
on and half off the burner. Pulse the Panko, 1 tsp.
salt, garlic powder, Creole seasoning, and paprika in
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INGREDIENTS:

1/2 cup chopped true shallots
1/2 cup dry white wine

2 thsp. heavy cream

1 pinch + a few strands of saffron
1 stick butter, cut into pats

3 thsp. lemon juice

1/2tsp + 1tsp. salt

3 cups Panko bread crumbs
1/2 tsp. garlic powder

1thsp. Creole seasoning
1/2tsp. paprika

2 large eggs

2 cups water

4 8-z fishfillets

2 thsp. olive oil

2 thsp. butter + extra pats

a food processor to chop the Panko finer and mix
the ingredients. Taste and add salt and pepper if
needed, and pour the breading mixture into a plate.
Whip the eggs and water to make an egg wash. Dip
each fillet into the egg wash, lay it into the breading,
and pat the breading onto both sides. Place 2 tbsp.
butter and olive oil in a large non-stick pan or flat
stove-top griddle and heat over medium-low heat
until the butter is melted. Cook 2 to 4 minutes per

side or until the flesh flakes easily with a fork. Add Withits light but savory
more butter pats, as needed. Serve with the sauce Sauce, F'Sh AIaddm Isan
on the side of the fillet to keep the crust on the fish elegant dish suitable for
from becoming soggy. = any occasion.



BFC Marine / GatorTrax
26844 Hwy. 1037, Springfield, LA

(225) 294-9991

Boat Doctor
825 S. Al Davis Rd., Harahan, LA

(504) 737-1203

BOSS Drives
4275 Hwy 275 Sulphur, LA

(336) 558-B0OSS

Cottonmouth Boats
16553 Airline Hwy. Prairieview, LA

(225) 478-8709

Pete Jorgensen Marine
24 North 11 St., Beaumont, TX 77702

(409) 212-1005
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TOP 3

By Patrick Bonin

SURF-FISHING

MISTAKES

AVOID THESE COMMON MISSTEPS TO
CATCH MORE TROUT ON THE BEACH

lenty of speck anglers are very content to stay dry and

comfortable in their boats to catch yellowmouths —

but for those who really want to dive in and have more

of a’hand-to-hand combat experience, nothing beats
getting down and dirty with trout in the surf.

Yes, there are stingrays, and sharks might eventually steal some
nice fish from your stringer. Treble hooks can definitely be a pain
to deal with, unhooking undesirables is sometimes an adventure
and your body might feel it a day or two after getting pounded
by waves in the surf all day.

But in spite of all this, nothing beats hooking up with a nice speck
on the beach with a topwater lure, and feeling the power of an
angry trout in top condition that's making a living in the surf.

So if you've never done it, give it a try. And if you have experi-
enced it and are eager to go back for more, noted surf fisherman
Sammy Romano shared these three common mistakes to avoid
to maximize your time in the water.

WADING RIGHT OUT
ON TOP OF THE FISH

It's common for surf fishermen to wade right on through
plenty of trout early in the morning to head out for perceived
greener pastures on distant sandbars, he said.

“Proceed slowly and cautiously,"said Romano, the man-
ager at Chag’s Sporting Goods in Metairie."Make long
casts. Don't get on top of the fish, and if you feel like you
are — if you start hooking fish 10 feet in front
of you on the Gulf side — back up a little bit.

“Because you really don't want to hook a
fish on a short line — you want to have some
room for him to play out!”

Sammy Romano holds up a nice speck

caught on a recent trip to Curlew Island in the
Chandeleur chain. Trout hit a variety of baits,
including topwaters, suspending jerkbaits and
soft plastics, but the key was being mobile and
staying on the move to locate them.
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FISHING THE TIME OF DAY
= INSTEAD OF THE TIDE

If you wake up early and are in position at the crack of dawn,
you're guaranteed to get a great view of the sunrise — but not
necessarily enjoy a great bite in the surf.

Romano recounted a trip to Elmer’s Island earlier this spring
when he knew the tide started rolling around 9:30 a.m. — so
that’s right about when he arrived.

"We got there and started catching immediately, he said.“There
was another angler who had been there since daybreak beating
his brains in and he was headed home with nothing. If he hadn't
seen us start catching and stopped, hed have skunked ...

“| prefer an incoming tide personally, but as long as you have
moving water you're in the game. An incoming gives you
clean, salty water pushing on the beach. Your bigger fish are
almost always on the last hour or two of the incoming tide!

USING THE
WRONG ROD

Romano favors a 6-foot, 8-inch medium heavy rod with
either a fast or extra fast tip.

"You've got to have enough backbone. The fish in the surf
are typically larger fish, and a lot of times there's more current
in the surf than inshore,"he said."A 2-pound trout in the surf

fights like a 5-pound trout in the marsh, so you don't
want to go out there with a little wimpy rod.

“Even more importantly, you have to be able

to give that lure a pop. It's when you snatch it
that the fish typically strikes, and if you don't
get enough twitch on the lure — if your rod is
loading up and not moving that bait violently
enough — ['ve seen guys go out there with the

wrong soft rod and they just can't get the right

action!'s

Patrick Bonin






hen crappie finish their
spawning rituals, they
head to deeper water
and look for two things:
Food and cover.
Brush piles provide both, no matter what

reservoir you choose to fish. And that
means brush piles can be a dynamite way
to ensure summertime limits.

But there’'s more to creating effective
brush piles than just loading up some
wood and dropping it into the depths.

Green trees offer crappie everything they could
want, from maximum cover to abundant grocer-
ies. Cinder blocks help keep the trees in place.

Living the Dream Guide Service's Jerry
") T"Thompson spends a lot of time put-
ting clients into position to dangle baits
around brush piles on Toledo Bend, and
he said it's imperative to keep green cover
for crappie.

SUMMERYDEALS,

trailer

Now

Pontoon 22
Fish Tri-Toon
115 Yamaha w/

Boar SHow
SPECIALS

YAMAHA

Now

Pontoon

24SS1X
150 or 200
Yamaha w/trailer

Boar SHow
SPECIALS

YAMAHA

Boat may be shown with options not included in price

WELDBILT BOATS IN STOCK!

Andy Crawford
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"People talk about PVC trees
and man-made structures, but
nothing works like green trees,’
the guide said."As soon as
that green hits the water, the
life cycle begins. Grass shrimp
come in and lay eggs on the
leaves, and the crappie come
in and start feeding. The shad
spawn in there, and the crap-
pie come in to feed!

And, of course, the greenery
provides maximum cover
for crappie when they're not
gorging themselves.

"I can show you pictures
(from down-scan electronics)
of crappie just jammed up in
those tops, Thompson said.

The first thing he and his fel-
low guides do when creating
a new pile is locate premium
locations.

“like ridges that drop into
deeper water,'Living the Dream
guide Lamar Peterson said.

On a recent brush pile-build-
ing foray, Peterson pinpointed
several ridges in 17 to 20 feet
of water immediately adjacent
to 35-foot depths.

"See how it drops off sharply?”
Peterson said, pointing at the
contour map on his GPS unit.
‘| want to be right on the edge
of that”

The LTD crew cut serious
trees, some as long as 20 feet
tall. They tie cinder blocks to
the bottoms, while closed
jugs tied in the limbs in the
tops of the trees keep them
standing tall in the water
column.

"I don't like my trees laying
down,"Thompson said.“That's
why we like tall trees: Even
when they wilt they will be 6
to 8 feet from the surface”

So why a standing tree?

"Crappie like to get in the
shade, so when it’s standing
up they can tuckin there,’
Thompson explained.“If it's
laying down, they can't”

If a tree tops out at the sur-
face, they simply break off the
limbs. Then, it provides plenty

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

Brush pile location is important —
it's hard to beat a ridge next toa

of clearance once it wilts.
It's important to note that a

brush pile is only effective until

the leaves fall from the trees.

"Once the leaves are gone,
it won't hold fish, Thompson
said.

So these guides put a lot of
time and effort into revital-
izing their piles.

“We do this three times
a week from the time the
trees green out until the fall
Thompson said.

Oddly enough, he doesn't
place piles around existing
cover like stumps or flooded
trees.

“A brush pile is a lot more
effective when there's noth-
ing else around, Thompson
explained.”In fact, I've screwed
up some really good stumps!”

He said he believes adding
brush to such natural cover
changes water flow and cre-
ates something crappie don't
like. Soif he finds a stump or
natural flooded wood on a
contour, he leaves it alone and
sets up brush piles elsewhere.

“Sometimes you can't do
no better than what God
did, Thompson said."If it ain't
broke, don't fix it m

steep drop-off.

Double Side Pit Blind

oy gl
B,,.M:it
Blinds
© Aluminum & Steel I
o Available in 3, 4, 5, 7, & 8 man biinds
Ezavitish s
Tijacl{Bua e

3712 Hwy. 10 » Washington, LA 70589
337-826-WELD (9353) » 337-945-0226

www.guirkswelding.com

ALWECD

COMMERCIAL BOATS, INC.

Alweld Boats offers a
wide variety ot makes an

models for 12 to 28’ of all
welded aluminum boats.

337-433-7019
3909 HWY 90 EAST
LAKE CHARLES, LA

lamarine@suddenlinkmail.com

TOHATSU

Outboards
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TOP 3 TIPS
FOR WINDY.....
BASS FISHING

ELITE SERIES PRO SAYS BLOWING
CONDITIONS ACTUALLY PROVIDE
OPPORTUNITIES TO CATCH

he old wind machine has been cranked up
I and blowing for what seems like almost all
spring, and hopefully now a more typical
summertime pattern will take over.

But some type of wind is pretty much a given
almost every day in Louisiana, so waiting on
those rare, perfect, windless days isn‘t much of
an option if you actually want to make a trip any
time soon.

Bassmaster Elite Series pro Bernie Schultz, a
native of Florida, is certainly used to windy condi-
tions, and provided a few tips to maximize your
time out on the water — even when it's blowing.

During a recent stop at Grosse Savanne Lodge
for a Shimano product presentation, he said the
wind actually can provide you with an opportu-
nity to catch fish — but stressed these pointers
are geared to moderate breezy conditions, not
gale warnings.

1. HEAD TO THE
WINDIER SIDE
OF THE LAKE

“Generally, wind gets things going. It stirs up
the water column, gets baitfish moving and puts
oxygen in the water. It’s like the cycle gets accel-
erated, and things start happening, Schultz said.
“| think a big mistake people make on a lake that
has some depth is when it gets windy, they'll
automatically go to the protected side — and
they've taken themselves right out of the race.

“A lot of times the windier side of the lake is
more active. The fish will stage in those areas
looking for an opportunity. It's easier for them
to ambush when baitfish are disoriented — and
wave action can disorient. So don't always run
to the lee side of the lake to get out of the wind.

“Let the wind be your friend — within reason
— you just have to make it work for you!
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Bassmaster Elite Series pro Bernie Schultz shows
off a nice bass caught in windy conditions this
spring at Grosse Savanne Lodge in Cameron Parish
during Shimano’s “Cast Smarter” Media Conference.

Patrick Bonin



2. SET UP DRIFTS 3. KEEP THE LURE
ABOVE THE FISH — AND
RETRIEVE IT BRISKLY

WITH THE WIND

“You want to drift as much as possible and make
your presentation downwind. Make the wind work
for you — don't work against it. By putting the wind
at your back and drifting down a shoreline or over
a field of grass, you're spending more time casting
and less time fighting the trolling motor.

“At that time, the trolling motor is only to correct
your drift. Especially if you're fishing really shallow
water, the less you use a trolling motor the better.
Generally if  know where fish are on a shallow
flat with grass, I'l drift through it then motor way
around it to be as stealthy as possible back up to
the upwind side, shut down and then drift it again.
I may go over the same exact drift if it's still produc-
tive, or I may adjust the drift by moving over or zig-
zagging the flat.

“The only time I'll battle the wind is if I'm working
a specific target, like a duck blind or a dock or an
isolated cypress tree — something that stands out
that | think is holding fish!

“Make the fish come to you. They're
looking into the wind. Early in my
career, Rick Clunn taught me a valu-
able lesson: When fish are facing
into the wind in clear water, you
have a better chance of fooling
them by bringing the lure from
behind them,”Schultz noted, speak-
ing of lures with a rate of retrieve
like jerkbaits, swimbaits, ChatterBaits
and swim jigs.“It's over their head
and it looks like it's getting away.
They have to choose right now —
‘Do I bite it or do | let it go?’

“It's kind of an ultimatum, and they
have to react — and a lot of times
they'll react when they normally
wouldn't if it was going by really
slow, when they might just ignore it
or maybe move away from it.

Destination of choice, offering excellence

If you are looking
for the finest coastal fishing
and the BEST in southern
hospitality, then BOOK NOW
with Southern Exposure

“If a person is a lazy reeler, kind
of slow with their retrieve, my
recommendation is to get a higher
gear-ratio reel and let the reel do the
work. You can retrieve at your same
rate, but you're taking in more line
with each turn of the crank ...

“A bass has incredible vision and
sensory perception — they feel
everything and see everything in
clear water. So it's not a matter of
him seeing or detecting your bait —
it's how much time he has to see it,
and many times in a windy situation,
it's helping you. But the average
angler is inclined to reel too slow.
The fish is going to see the bait.

“If he can read the logo on the lure
as it goes by, you're fishing too slow.'s

Southern Exposure Fishing!

in all-inclusive coastal fishing excursions and southern hospitality.

= MIKE GERALD’S #15

TRAILER DEPOT
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6800 Airline Hwy. 225-275-0000

(Across from Don’s Seafood)
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M-F 7:30 - 4:30
* Trailer Brake Experts ¢ Galvanized Axles * Truck Hitches * Tool Boxes

southernexposurefishing.com
fish@southernexposurefishing.com

Sunday we go to church, we pray your boats float!
www.mikegeraldstrailerdepot.com
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SIMPLE HACK FOR CUTTING
BRAIDED FISHING LINE

A LIGHTER DOES THE JOB QUICKLY AND CONVENIENTLY

By Devin Denman

he unique qualities of braided
line make it a great “tool in the
toolbox"for catching speckled
trout and redfish.

It's sensitive because it has no stretch,
and its superb strength allows thinner
diameters, so we can pack more line onto
our spools and make quality casts.

But like anything else, it does have a few
issues to be aware of ...

CONS OF BRAID

It also saws into wood, tangles the easi-
est, digs into itself on the spool, requires a
backer, cuts into rod guides, slips through
hook eyes and can very easily cut your hand.

All of these things can be amended in
one way or another, but the most annoy-
ing aspect of braided line has got to be
that it's a total pain to cut.

Thought it's not dentist-recommended,
cutting monofilament or fluorocarbon
only requires a sacrificial incisor — but not
braid.

Gnaw all you want, and the braid will win.

Even the"cutter”on standard pliers is use-
less. They work, but the blades eventually
dull and need replacing. If not, the result is
a frayed end that doesn't thread well.

Braid knots are just obnoxious — so
small they sometimes stay wrapped
around the hook eye where they can't be
reached by cutters.

Leaving it there isn't acceptable, as few
things look goofier than an eye with
frayed knots on it.

A NEW SOLUTION

A bassin'trip to Toledo Bend revealed to
me the most ingenious way to handle this
dilemma of braided line.

See, | had made the trip with inshore
fishing guide Captain Matthew Whitman,
of Whitman's Guide Service (call 504-940-
4120).

We had a blast exploring “the Bend”and
learning from one another, though it was
our first time fishing together.
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While | struggled with a pair of pliers, |
watched Captain Matthew whip out a
lighter and sizzle the braid off the hook
eye, all in one swift motion.

It was so obvious — but I had somehow
missed it all these years.

It's ingenious, really. All the problems
with cutting braid | mentioned earlier are

solved by a lighter that costs $1 — not a
$30 set of pliers.

And to top it off, the line can't even fray
because it's cauterized by the flame.

CONCLUSION

Using a lighter is a great tip that may help
you out in a pinch, or simply make you
look cool in front of your fishing buddies.

Yet | feel the most important thing to

learn here is not the inshore utility of
a lighter, but the advantage of a good
angler’s network.

It's good to make fishing friends — and
even better to maintain an open mind
when fishing together.

| do, and as a result | get to assimilate
their knowledge, becoming a better

Instead of hassling with pliers,
a cigarette lighter makes short
work of braid — and even cau-
terizes the line with no frays so
your next knot is easier to tie.

inshore angler and putting more fish in
the boat.
Tight lines, y'all. »

Editor’s Note: Devin Denman is an avid
inshore fisherman who writes the Louisiana
Fishing Blog. To read more of his articles, visit
lafishblog.com.

Photo by Devin Denman
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SUMMERTIME
BASS BAITS

'CAIUN BABY" OFFERS UP SUGGESTIONS
TO KEEP BASS BITING WHEN THE
MERCURY RISES

or Bassmaster Elite Series pro Cliff Crochet, summertime

fishing conjures up images of time out on the water as

a youngster, making both early-morning and late-after-

noon trips, and learning to throw a buzzbait with some
parental input.

Despite the heat and blanket of humidity about to settle over the
state for the better part of the next five months, it's obvious Cro-
chet, who hails from Pierre Part, still holds summertime fishing in
high regard — and throwing topwater lures is his absolute favorite.

“There are certain things you look forward to every vyear, like
when fish start spawning or you get that good spinnerbait bite

Bill Lewis Outdoors StutterStep

in the fall. But summer topwater fishing is special,”he said.“Think
about how many people go to the camp, get up super-early,
make a morning trip until about 9:30, then come back and take
a shower, chill out inside while it's 400 degrees, then leave the
camp again at 5 and go make an afternoon trip ...

"That's what | like to do with my buddies around the house”

The Cajun Baby offered up his Top 3 summertime bass lures,
and it's not surprising two of the three are topwaters:

1. BILL LEWIS OUTDOORS
STUTTERSTEP

Not much matches the excitement of a big topwater blowup,
and Crochet said this lure is one of his go-to options on a typical
summertime trip.

zojlearsiotiQualityj
andiValue!

@ SLIDELL MARINE

36440 Old Bayou Lib(_erty Rd e SIideII,_ LA = 985-649-4412
www.slidellmarine.com

Amenicasjkavorite
RontoonjBoat!t!

HONDA

mMARINE

Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read your owner’s manual.
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“| throw it a whole lot in the morning,’said Crochet, who named
the silver surfer color as his favorite."You can catch topwater fish
all day long, but generally speaking that window is so small in the
morning — that's when the water temperature is the coolest”

And yes, cloudy days are better for topwater action, he said.

“‘Any time you get a change in the weather it helps, but espe-
cially during the summer when you get some decent tempera-
tures if it's overcast and those fish roam a little bit — that can be
the best days!

2. SANTONE LURES LAKE FORK
BRAID BUZZBAIT

“The reason | like this one is everything is beefed up,’Crochet
said."It's got a real good quality hook — this one’s real sharp, real
stout and has a bait keeper on the shank!

A buzzbait is one of the best reaction baits ever, he said.

Santone Lures Lake
Fork Braid Buzzbait

“The topwater is a stop-
and-go retrieve for the most
part, Crochet explained."But
a buzzbait is a steady retrieve
— there’s so much going on,
so much commotion, it's the
perfect storm!

He especially likes throwing
one over grass, but said retrieve
speed is key for buzzbait fishing.

“That first retrieve is as slow as
you can retrieve it while keep-
ing it on top the water," he said.
“The first two or three times
might be a super-slow retrieve,
and the next cast might be a
little faster.

“Use different retrieves until
you see some type of result”

His favorite color is black,
and he throws the lure using
50-pound Seaguar braid.

3. LUCK-
E-STRIKE
RINGMASTER

Crochet’s punching rig is
a Duce Echo 7-foot, 6-inch
medium-heavy rod rigged up
with 65-pound Seaguar Flippin’
Braid, and he pegs a 1 ¥»-ounce

T
SHOULDN'T

NORTHERN LIGHTS

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

——

SOUTHERN

POWER &
EQUIPMENT, LLC

Authorized

tungsten weight

to keep the
creature bait but-
toned up. His two
favorite colors are
black and blue,

and green pumpkin.

What he’s looking for when punching is anything different that
stands out.

"Anywhere in the state or anywhere in the world, 'm looking
for irregularities, he said. “You might be punching deep grass in
Toledo Bend or shallow grass in the Basin: Look for differences in
the type of grass, points of grass, pockets of grass or soft spots in
the grass. Those are the types of things to keep an eye out for!'s

Luck-E-Strike's Ringmaster creature bait

802 Hwy 182
Houma, LA

985-851-1242

email:
Howard.leboeuf@spehouma.com
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Dealer
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¢ Quiet

Marine
Generator:
BKW - 20KW

IN STOCK
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o Stainless Steel Exhaust
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*ZF Transmission with 1.5: 1 Ratio

Vanguard 37hp EFI MARINE Engine w/ZF 15 M Transmission
Vanguard 35HP MARINE Engine Also Available
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7 TIPS

Fine-tuning your spinning rig setup, and making
sure you're using the right rod with the right-
sized lure, are a couple easy steps to improve
your casting distance.

By Devin Denman

FOR MORE

CASTING
DISTANCE

TVWEAK YOUR SPINNING RIG SETUP
TO PUT MORE FISH IN THE BOAT

pinning tackle is the “go-to”for inshore anglers, often

chosen over casting tackle because of its ease-of-use,
performance in strong wind and ability to chunk bait
over long distances.

And like any piece of equipment, spinning tackle can be “tuned
to achieve maximum performance, resulting in longer casts and
fewer wind knots.

Here are seven tips to help you make it happen:

1. FILL THE SPOOL TO THE CROWN

Line peels off the spool at a 90-degree angle during the cast
and, as it does, slaps against the crown.

The crown is the lip at the top of the spool, and is normally bev-
eled and smooth to decrease friction on the fishing line.

However, the crown gets in the way more and more as line
leaves the spool.

The way to get around this is by filling the spool all the way to
crown. Otherwise, a half-full spool won't cast as far because the
line is constantly rubbing the crown during the cast.

The downside to this is that too much line will result in wind
knots, so don't ever fill it past the crown.

2. REMOVE LINE TWIST

Twist in the line will cause it to fold on itself once freed from the
spool, making it a contributor to wind knots.

Wind knots are to spinning reels what backlashes are to bait-
casters, and can ruin a good cast instantly.

Dragging a naked line from the boat, with about three-quarters
of the spool out, is my favorite way to remove twist.

"
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I have also reeled line off a manufacturers spool through a thick
book, with a C-clamp holding it shut, and onto the spinning reel.
However, | don't particularly like this method because | feel it
could damage the line.

3. USE A LONGER ROD

It's science: A longer rod gives you more leverage, which creates
more power, and you guessed it, more distance.

4. USE THINNER-DIAMETER
FISHING LINE

Thinner line is lighter and reduces the diameter of wound line
on the spool on each cast, keeping a shorter distance between
the surface of the wound line and the crown.

As explained earlier, this gives you an advantage of distance
due to reduced friction.

S. SELECT THE RIGHT SIZE LURE

A medium-light, extra-fast rod isn't made to chunk 1-ounce
bank sinkers, and an extra-heavy, fast-action rod won't perform
well with 1/8-ounce jigheads.

Take a look at your rod blank near the reel seat to see the speci-
fied lure weight. If you're casting outside of that performance
envelope, then you're only reducing your casting distance.

6. GET YOUR LUBE ON

Break out the Reel Magic to douse the crown and rod guides to
make them slippery slick.
| also give the spool a uniform squirt the night a trip to give it



time todry.

Trial and error revealed to me
that silicon spray is effective
with braided line, but does
best with monofilament and
fluorocarbon.

7. CONSIDER
DITCHING
BRAID

I know this is heresy amongst
Louisiana’s inshore anglers,
but I've learned that one line
isn't better than the other
— they're just tools in the
toolbox.

My buddy in Florida dem-
onstrated this to me when he
displayed his spinning combo
equipped with — hold on to
your seat — 12-pound test
fluorocarbon.

Line absolutely zinged off the
spool. It seemed like the lure
would never stop and, after
measuring the distance, we
learned he was making consis-
tent 50-plus-yard casts.

The redfish he catches over
there are heavily pressured
compared to ours, making
long-distance casts a must.

But | feel that if it works for
him, it will work for us. My only
caveat is that it could be inef-
fective around heavy cover.
One run into heavy grass
could spell doom for that line’s
tensile strength, ultimately
costing you a fish.

CONCLUSION

It's easy to grow complacent
with our tackle, especially if
we're not exposed to the cri-
tigue of other inshore anglers.

So take a minute to look at
your spinning rig, and you may
see adjustments that could
improve its performance and
ultimately put more fish in the
boat. =

www.LouisianaSportsman.com
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) ' /E o Dickie Hebert of Brusly shows off a 1.9-pound crappie from
Toledo Bend. He was fishing with Harold, Wayne and Russell
sc P OOK on a trip with Living the Dream Guide Service.

WE WANT'EM

Send us your photos, and you may appear on the pages
of the most widely read outdoor magazine in the Bayou
State. Send clean, sharp shots of you with your fish, deer,
ducks, rabbits, squirrels, etc. to alicial@lasmag.com

Digital images must be at least 200KB and in jpeg format.

Dickie Hebert

Kane
Jeanise

Rick Bouterie
It (eﬂse Kane Jeanise took his first deer on private land in Bossier
(1]1] '
Rt Rick Bouterie caught this leopard redfish in Golden Meadow. Parish.

Kolton Cerise, along with Gene Cerise, his Paw Paw, with a

bass caught in Bayou Bienvenue. .
Xander Childs

Khristian
Rousseve
Xander Childs, 9, killed his first deer on a hunt with his dad Terry on

Khristian Rousseve caught these big boys fishing out of Nov. 11 at a friend'’s property in Simmesport. He used a 7mm-08 to
Lac Des Allemands. take down the 150-pound cow-hom spike.

Tim Smith took this 8-point on Nov. 8, 2017 at the Kisatchie
National Forest in Natchitoches Parish. It weighed 200 pounds
and had an 18-inch spread.
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Hadin Hohle
proudly holds
up s first
redfish.

RaJaheim Mills

RIGHT: RaJaheim Mills, 8,
q hie with his first buck, a 7-point,
\-\ad\“ Ho taken in Del Rio, Texas.

Holli Davidson

utl \l\lSSISSpplOI \|0V |2

hunting at her family's camp in So
Beau Bonin was hunting at Lake 0

when he got this 19 phelia on Thanksgiving Day

5-pound buck with 3 bow.

Carson Landry

Carson Landry of Pierre Part caught this 21-inch red while
fishing Lake DeCade with his dad, Jeremy.

Adam Hawkins with a
R\ISSE‘ Aﬂ\a“d 2-pound, 12-ounce blue De“a Mara

catfish, and Brandon
Hawkins with a 3-pound,

6-ounce trout caught at g ) .
- ' o Brandon the Twin Spans on Lake After a 20-minute fight on 12-pound line, Dellg Mara hooked
This big buck was killed by Russel Arnaud on his birthday, Nov. Pontchartrain with their and landed her first bull red on Easter Sunday in Grand Isle. It
11, in Vernon Parish. grandfather, Max Bunell measured 41 inches, and weighed 21 pounds.
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NEW PRODUCTS

ALPS DOGGIE DUCKBLIND

You're pretty good at hiding yourself beside your favorite duck hole
— camouflage clothing, some brush and maybe a little camouflage
cloth — but that big, black, yellow or brown dog next to you is
another story. He wants to see those mallards come into the
decoys as much as you do, and he needs to see them splash
down when you make a good shot.
So ALPS Outdoorz, which makes all kinds of great gear, has stepped
in to help. The official manufacturer and licensee of Delta Waterfowl gear, it's
added the Alpha Dog Blind to its 2018 product line.
The Alpha Dog Blind is very portable and collapsible; it sets up and breaks down in seconds, and it's no
problem carrying on your back to and from the blind. Shaped like a tent, it proved to be plenty big enough for

the 80-pound black lab that shows up on all of my waterfowl hunts, and the padded floor provided him with a

nice place to wait for his workout. You can stake it down, and it has dual-swing front and rear doors for easy exit
and entry. It comes in Realtree Max-5 camo and has an MSRP of $99.

More Info: www.alpsoutdoorz.com

SHIMANO EXAGE BAITCASTING RODS

Fishermen ready to get a jump on bass this summer have a line of Shimano baitcasting rods to choose from
that carry the usual Shimano quailty — with a reasonable price tag.

The Exage line of casting rods includes nine models between 6-foot-10 and 7-foot-6, three of them
specifically for fishing crankbaits, a popular summer weapon for anglers around the southeast. Those rods are
7-foot, 7-foot-4 and 7-foot-6. The 7-foot model is perfect for casting small- and medium-sized crankbaits, but
go longer for the big, deep-diving baits that are required as bass move into deeper, summer patterns.

Exage rods are made from 30-ton carbon for light weight, sensitivity and durability, with split grips of EVA
and cork. The rods are outfitted with Fuji Alconite guides.

MSRP for Shimano's Exage rods is $99.99.
They are available at www.academy.com/shop/pdp/shimano-exage-baitcast-rod#repChildCatSku=113767081

KAHARA DIVING FROG

The Kahara Diving Frog is a great summertime bass lure, especially on waters that get choked with surface
weeds this time of year. Unlike traditional hollow-body frog lures which stay on the surface full time, this
one dives underwater, and even under lily pads every time the angler moves the lure. It then floats back to
the surface when anglers pause their retrieve.

This lure is especially effective along the edges of weedlines and in lily pad fields that have open sections
of water. It also brings in the bites when cast near woody structure like downed timber and stickups. The
diving action, along with the pop and splash created by the lure diving, is sometimes all that’s needed to
entice a wary bass, which may pass on a topwater-only retrieve.

While the legs of many topwater frogs are short and have little movement during the lure’s retrieve, the
Kahara's legs are long and springy, and stretch their full length each time the angler moves the lure.

The dual hooks are similar to other topwater frogs, ensuring solid
hooksets.

The Kahara Diving Frog is available in eight colors and two
different sizes.

More Info: www.optimumbaits.com

i

New product submissions can be emailed to Mark Hilzim at markh@lasmag.com.
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DAIWA J-BRAID

By Andy Crawford

Braid is perfect for flipping for bass, working
corks for trout, battling shallow reds, and
snatching offshore species off the rigs and
wrecks — and there are a lot of options on the
market. Daiwa's J-Braid offers all the advantages
in a tightly weaved package at a price point
that will make you smile.
J-Braid is made of the finest materials from
Japan, from which eight strands of fibers are
tightly woven to create a perfectly round
profile. This process results in a much stronger,
softer and smoother line that is more sensitive, while allowing more distance on the cast.
There are two options: x4 and x8. The former is the tightest weave, which makes it more abrasive and perfect for
cutting through vegetation — which means you can wrestle fish out of grass easier.
The x8 version has less memory and is softer, so it's quieter moving through your rod’s eyes.
The x4 is available up to 80-pound-test, while x8 is available up to 150-pound test.
They are available in dark green, chartreuse and multi-color formats.
One hundred sixty-five yards of x4 costs just $10.99, and 155 yards of x8 retails for $14.99. Filler spools also are
available.

More Info: www.daiwa.com A
e
~
/-\ N
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" Z-MANTROUTEYE
ULJ  FINESSEJIGHEADS

By Andy Crawford

Z-Man's Trout Eye Finesse Jighead is the logical next
step for a line of jigs that has offered a great fishing
platform for swim baits.

This new offering features the same design and head
shape as the standard Trout Eye Jigheads, but in a
smaller format when finesse is needed to convince fish
to bite.

These finesse jigs come with strong, 1/0 Mustard
UltraPoint hooks that match well with smaller lures like
Z-Man’s ElaZtech baits, including the Slim SwimZ and
StreakZ 3.75.

The jigheads feature oversized 3D eyes and molded
keeper barbs to hold plastics securely in place.

The Trout Eye Finesse Jigheads come in 1/8-and 3/16-
ounce sizes with red, pearl, glow and gold eyes.

Three-packs retail for $4.99 each.

More Info: www.zmanfishing.com

Follow Us — On the water and on Facebook
www.facebook.com/lausportsman

i
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Marine Construction

These regulations are unofficial. For official regulations,
always check the Department of Wildlife & Fisheries pamphlet
and/or the federal pamphlet. www.wilf.louisiana.gov

Supplies

SALTWATER

STATE REGULATIONS (0-10.357 miles?)
FISH Species Minimum Length Bag Limit(per person)
Greater Amberjack*~ 34"FL 1/day*
Lesser Amberjack, Banded Rudderfish* 14-22"FL 5/day (aggregate)
Yellowfin Tuna 27"CFL 3/day
Bluefin Tuna 73" CFL 1 per vessel per year*
Bigeye Tuna 27" CFL None
Blue Marlin 99" LJFL None
White Marlin 66" LJFL None
Sailfish 63" LJFL None
Swordfish* 29" CL or 33 Ibs. DW 5 per vessel per trip
Cobia (ling or lemon fish) 33"FL 2/day
Drum, Black 16"TL 5/day#
Drum, Red (redfish) 16" TL 5/day#
Flounder, Southern None 10/day
Groupers*
Complete Line of Gag" & Black 24'TL
Nassau & Goliath UNLAWFUL TO POSSESS 4/day (aggregate)*
= TIMBERS = LUMBER = HARDWARE Redh & Yellowhin 20TL
*POLES = PILINGS Scamp?
Atlantic Sharpnose & Bonnethead shark@ None 1/day
- Other sharks (except prohibited species)@ 54" FL 1/day/vessel/aggregate
(All Materials for Minzanv:ye;sfo King Mackerel* 24" FL 2/day
RalSlng Houses & Camps, Opelousas, LA 70570 Spanish Mackerel* 12"FL 15/day
800) 880-1448 Striped mullet None 100 pounds/day
. ‘ , - Black seabass None None
Vinyl Sheetpiling (337) 948-3601 Hogfish 12°FL 5/day
Manufactured Charlie Hebert zeztr:m’ Sp‘):ted Gpeckled Trout) 12 It* iffaf*
n. T
by Tidewall Jamey Kelly v, Y
. P Other Snapper
Mike Higginbotham
Mutton Snapper 16" TL 10in
Cubera, Yellowtail, Gray (mangrove) 12"TL aggregate*
Queen, Blackfin, Silk, Wenchman None
Vermilion Snapper 10"TL
Schoolmaster, Dog, Mahogany None None
Gray Triggerfish” 14"FL 2/day in aggregate
Lane Snapper 8"TL
+ 654 acres Wilkinson Co. Located 9 miles east of Hwy 61 at Almaco Jack, Goldface Tilefish, 20/person/day
Woodville. Utilities available and campsite, lots of river frontage on &Blueline Tilefish None in aggregate”
Buffalo River, gentle rolling hills & excellent road system, hardwoods Sackine Tiefish, Anchor THefish one one
ripletai ay

& pines. Full of deer & turkey. $3,400 per acre. Sale Pending

+ 263 acres Wilkinson Co. “Meyer Ranch’, 3,500 sq ft lodge is top
of ridge with breathtaking views, high fence enclosure with a well
managed whitetail herd. This is a turn key property. $1,300,000.

CFL = curved fork length
DW = dressed weight

LJFL = lower jaw fork length
LJTF = lower jaw to tail fork

CL = carcass length
FL = fork length

Minimum Size Limit

B(Ig Limit (per person)

+ Home & 49 acres in Jefferson Co. Deep in the woods on the Crappie None 50/day*
Adams/Jefferson co lies this rare gem, lies west of Hwy 553 b/w Buffalo Fish 16"TL 25/day
Church Hill & Anna's Bottom, 2,200 sq ft home, this property is known Freshwater Drum (Gaspergou) 12'TL 25/day
for producing big bucks and turkeys. $399,000. Channel Catfish 17 TL*

« 722 acres in Copiah Co. Located just 10 minutes from Hazelhurst Blue Catfish 127TLY
and just a few off I-55, this is incredible hunting tract, food plots with Bowfin 16"TL None
stands and great interior road system, electricity & water are available, Flathead Catfish 1477
tons of investment opportunities. $1,995,500. Crawfish None 150 Ibs./day

+ 150 +/- acres in Jefferson County, MS. Paved road frontage, :::jlemh i,inr:ax o io Ibs./day
utilities already on site, two stocked ponds, equipped skinning shed, Black Bass (argemouth & spotted) None® 10/day”
covered equipment shed, large metal workshop on slab. The timber is Strived Bass
varied with sections of hardwood, young, and mature pine. Frontage or prbrid Striped Bass » 5/day*
on Gilchrist Creek and Cameron’s Creek. $475,000.00 Sturgeon UNLAWFUL TO POSSESS

. White Bass None 50/day*
Call Daniel Case @ 601-597-0060 Yellow Bass None 50/day”

Todd Case @ 601-408-5621
Ryan Marchbanks 601-660-4550
Jason Bush 601-850-7777

NATCHEZ, MS www.caselandco.com

Louisiana Sportsman [ June 2018

* see exceptions in pamphlet.

# only one fish may exceed 27 inches.

yellowmouth & scamp grouper from Feb. 1 - March 31.

** no more than two may exceed 30 inches.

*** catfish limit is 100 in aggregate; however, 25 fish in aggregate may be undersized.

@Shark season is closed between April 1 and June 30.
A Closed season for gag grouper Jan. 1 - May 31. Closed season for black, red, yellowfin,

~ Closed season for greater amberjack

from Jan. 27 - June 30. “ Closed season on gray triggerfish Jan. 16 - Feb. 28 and June 1-30.






Date Sunrise Sunset Date Sunrise Sunset Date Sunrise Sunset

Tst..... 6:00a.m. __7:57 p.m. 12th....5:59am. __802 p.m. 23rd....6:00 am. __8:05p.m.
2nd ....6:00am. __7:57 pm. 13th....5:59am. __8:02 p.m. 24th....601 am. __805pm.
3rd..... 5:59am. __7:58 p.m. 14th....5:59am. __803 p.m. 25th....601am. __805pm.
4th ... .. 559am. __758pm. 15th....5:59am. __803 p.m. 26th....6:01Tam. __805pm.
5th..... 5:59am. __7:59 p.m. 16th....5:59am. __8:03 p.m. 27th ...6:02am. __805pm.
6th..... 5:59am. __7:59 pm. 17th....5:59am. __803 p.m. 28th ...6:02am. __805pm.
7th..... 5:59am. __800 p.m. 18th....5:59am. __8:04 p.m. 29th....6:02am. __8:05pm.
8th..... 5:59am. __800pm. 19th....5:59am. __8:04 p.m. 30th....6:03am. __805pm.
oth..... 5:59am. __801 pm. 20th....6:00 am. __8:04 p.m.
10th....5:59am. __801 p.m. 21st....6:00am. __8:04 p.m. *Time based on New Orleans, sunrise/sunset;
11th....559am. __801 pm. 22nd ...6:00 am. __8:05 pm. o ) e Cservatony: Conrections
Alexandria Baton Rouge Lafayette Lake Charles Monroe Shreveport
Rise/Set Rise/Set Rise/Set Rise/Set Rise/Set Rise/Set
+12/+8 +5/+4 +8/+7 +13/+12 +10/+5 +17/413

The sun is always shining at:

TEXTRON

= OFF ROAD

SINGLE-RIDER 4-PASSENGER
ALTERRA MUDPRO WILDCAT 4X LTD
700 LTD STARTING AT
STARTING AT USD MSRP USD MSRP
+ 695CC SINGLE-CYLINDER « 14-INCH ALUMINUM « DOUBLE A-ARM FRONT « ELECTRONIC 2/4WD WITH
CLOSED-LOOP EFI ENGINE BEADLOCK WHEELS SUSPENSION FRONT DIFFERENTIAL LOCK

WITH ELKA® STAGE 5 SHOCKS * ITP® BLACKWATER

¢ 14-INCH GROUND CLEARANCE * 28-INCH MAXXIS® ZILLA TIRES « 5-LINK REAR SUSPENSION EVOLUTION® TIRES
* STANDARD ELECTRONIC * SNORKEL AIR INTAKE *951CC DUAL-CYLINDER, * ALUMINUM BEADLOCK
CLOSED-LOOP EFI ENGINE WHEELS

POWER STEERING < TEAM® RAPID RESPONSE « STANDARD FULL DOORS

CLUTCH

13637 AIRLINE HWY A 13439 HWY 44
BATON ROUGE, LA GONZALES, LA

225-408-3331 225-644-3371
AscensionGolfGCarts.com
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ASTRO TABLES

Astro Tables is far more effective than“moon
tables,” because it takes into account critical
solar energies as well as lunar.

«The “Best Days” column is based on the
ever-changing positions of the sun and the

-and-valleys forecaster. Includes rise and
set times for the sun and moon, space to
log your catches, “Timely Tips,” plus fish and
game symbols showing you each month’s
don’t-miss periods. Also includes exclusive

11:01 pm

LUNAR PERIODS
TIMES OCCURRING AT NIGHT ARE SHADED (I

PRIMARY
MOON OVERHEAD
2:51 am - 3:53 am

MOON
SET

8:30 am

PRIMARY
MOON UNDERFOOT

3:16 pm - 4:18 pm

LOW

[11:44 pm [ 3:37 am - 4:43 am

9:21am J[ 4:02 pm - 5:08 pm (O Apogee )

moon, rating each day on a scale of 0 to summary charts revealing the best and - _5-
100. The higher the number, the more solar/  worst days of 2018, the year’s best periods, a { oot g gg :2 2 g; :2 = }:? ;: = 4::‘3 p: e ig p: % 3 %
lunar influence that day is experiencing (see  look ahead at 2019, and more. Comes with =250 o = pm - 2 . D
“Vialue” column or corresponding black bars).  FREE 2018 Astro Tables pocket calendar, (100am ) 5:45am - 7:13 am £ H12:03pm[ 6:10 pm - 7:38 pm )
- The two Primary periods (Moon Overhead  which sells separately for $7.95, plus $3 s&h. (184am [ 6:23 am - 8:05 am ¢ N12:50 pml 6:48 pm - 8:30 pm O HALF )
and Moon Underfoot) vary in length from Book: “How to Know When to Go” by (206am [ 7:00 am - 8:56 am #* N1:57pm ) 7:25 pm - 9:21 pm O )
one hour to three-and-one-half hours, Rick Taylor. $14.95 (plus $4 s&h). 100 [2:38am [ 7:40 am - 9:48 am 2:56 pm J{ 8:05 pm - 10:13 pm )] )
depending on a number of important lunar  pages, 43 illustrations. A comprehensive [3:11am [ 8:17 am - 10:43 am N 357 pm [ 8:42 pm - 11:08 pm
cycles, such as how close the moonistothe  look at the main factors influencing fish and
ol mbor aertyou 0 shenaPimay an e when-o 4o gamepo g [sscanf6:59am - 11:i1am Jooion[9:24 pm . 12:06 am )
period overlaps a major solar period (eg: any year’s PrimeTimes calendars. Individual (424 am 9'4_2 am - 12:42 pm__ J6:08 pm 0107 PR :07 am
Dawn, High-Noon, and Dusk). The secondary ~ assessments of bass, panfish, deer, turkey, (507 am )( 10:34 am - 1:44 pm £} N7:17 pm ) 10:59 pm - 2:09 am
periods of Moonrise and Moonset last about ~ and more. (5:57 am [ 11:29 am - 2:49 pm £3 Ns:25 pm [11:54 pm - Midnight
one hour each. . . 30 minutes before and 2018 Ultimate PrimeTimes software 6:53am ) 12:31 pm - 3:53 pm & N 9:31 pm [ Midnight - 3:14 am
after the listed time. (See key at bottom of ~ for PCs. $29.95 (plus $3 s&h, or no s&h if 7:56am  1:34 pm - 4:56 pm N10:30 pm){ 12:56 am - 4:18 am )
each month for more detail.) downloaded from web). The world’s best [9:04am [ 2:38 pm - 5:54 pm Ni1:23pm)[ 1:59 am - 5:21 am )
- Astro Tables is a quick-reference version forecaster allows you to fine-tune the peak
of its parent publication, the PrimeTimes ~ times to your exact location, quarry, and - . 6 i 6
Wall Calendar, which is recommended even weather. Too many features to list here, %ﬂ i: pm = sg P m } 7200 232 :: = S:g %
for those wishing more complete data on including making your own App. For more 20amit 225 P 23D Doam - :
the best days and times to go fishing and details, please call us or visit our web site (12:26 pmll 5:41 pm - 8:17 pm _ N12:49 amf{_5:08 am - 7:58 am #5 )
hunting for the entire year (see “Available (see below). (1:20 pm J{ 6:39 pm - 8:57 pm & N 1:26 am [ 6:06 am - 8:42 am #*§ )
Products” below). SPECIAL PACKAGE OFFERS: (2:00pm ) 7:34 pm - 9:36 pm © N 2:00am ) 7:04 am - 9:22am )
- PrimeTimes’ forecasts are based on #1: Wall Calendar, Astro Tables and “How (3:30 pm J{ 8:28 pm - 10:14 pm N 2:32am [ 7:59 am - 10:01 am
solar/lunar research at a leading college of o Know...” book.... $19.95 (plus $5 s&h). (4:28 pm [ 9:21 pm - 10:53 pm N 3:06 am ) 8:53 am - 10:39 am
astrophysics and our own research pond/ #2: Same as #1, plus Software...$46.95
wildlife area. Annual data is supplied by (plus $6 s&h). . 10:12 pm - 11 34 ™
the U.S. Naval Observatory. All times are #3: Sczme a;)#z, minus book...$37.95
adjusted to the center of your time zoneand ~ (plus $5 s&h). =
for Daylight Saving Time. P Mh‘ 4:56 am
X Send to: PrimeTimes 2018 - Dept. LS - Midnight - 1:02 am 5:39 am ) 12:21 pm - 1:27 pm
AVAILABLE PRODUCTS: 2487 NW 75th Ave, Ste. 100 - Ankeny, 1A £ £
The 2018 PrimeTimes Wall Calendar. 5003 e Y 12:46 am - 1:48 am e:25am ) 1:11 pm - 2:
$12.95 (plus $4 s&h). Know the best days, 1:35 am - 2:37 am N 7:15 am :00 pm -
best times, and their relative strengths for For credit/debit card orders, call toll-free [ 2:20 am - 3:28 am N 8:07 am :45 pm - )
all of 2018 with this information-packed, 866-809-5063.

full-color, 11-inch by 17-inch, graphic peaks

2550 75

ANY LUNAR PERIOD IS ENHANCED WHEN IT OVERLAPS A KEY SOLAR PERIOD.

AVERAGE

THE BEST OF THESE OVERL.
DAWN

’S ARE DESIGNATED BY THE SUN SYMBOLS:

IGHNOON @ =DUSK

For more, visit

For more information and Sﬂmp|eS of PrimeTimes products, WHILE THE LESSER MOONRISE AND -SET OVERLAPS (ABOUT 30 MIN. BEFORE

visit our web site: www.primetimes2.com

primetimes2.com

AND AFTER THE LISTED TIME) ARE DESIGNATED BY TYPE.

20’ to 40’

Boats Available

Scully

Louisiana’s #1
custom Boat Builder
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'S

1015 STEPHENSVILLE RD. - MORGAN CITY, LA 70381
985-385-1323 - TOLL FREE 1-866-238-8353

FAX 985-384-5146

www.scullyboats.com « info@scullysaluminumboats.com

CUSTOMIZED

Aluminum Boats




[iredsing

=y

BOATS

@YAMAHA

BentlieyICruise)
90HRY4]stroke}Yamahal
32]Gallon]GasSIRadio’|CD}25 {Rontoons))
[Changing]RoomPIoftBiminikTopiitrailer]
[notlincluded]

100 Sea ST 22HEC
jiliShp}¥amahal
PAHES

o lassiRens;
@‘%ﬁ@%@mm HF
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* IT’S NOT THE ENGINE, IT’S THE FUEL!
WWW.STARTRON.COM

Sjﬂﬂ%k

Mean Tide Rising Tide Falling Fish feed most actively when the tide is moving. Louisiana Sportsman has
Low - Fastest Fastest . . . . . . .
Water ] ( b 4« made it simple to spot the most-active feeding periods each day in the Tide
Level . 3 . . . . - . -
>0 H. .1]]]1]1 Guide. Just fish those times indicated in black. To find the best time to fish your
i s IN3I69]3 69 N36 favorite honeyhole, find the spot under Tide Corrections that is closest to the
2 a 5 40 a . . . . . .
ofbey SHp oL OB o2 area, and add or subtract the time from the corresponding daily prediction.
TIDE IS NOT MOVING AT THESE POINTS
. 20t 1 2
East Point, Grand Isle HIGH LowW Order the Tide Guides for over 10ft]
BaratariaPass...............cooiinn +1:00....-0:10 40 locations throughout Louisiana. 00ft Uy QHH A
Bastianlsland....................... +0:41....+0:12 Call 1'800'5]38'4355 orgo on line i28am 13K [1ie7an 12k
Bay Gardene...............ccov..... +251 L 42:44 www.lasmag.com Hopm 1L JTi2dpm 0
Bayou BonFouca..................... +9:59.. +10:11
Breton Islands. .. . +0:48 w3 4 5 6 7 8 9
CaillouBoca ........c.ovvieiiinnnn. 40....+0:48 00ftq ! ) ! i W D
B . . 69N 6.9 69N 69 69N 6.9 69N 6 6 N 6 6 N b 6 N b
CaminadaPass...................... +0:20... +0:12 % 1229pm 12H |1258pm 1.1H |1226am O01L |124dam 02L |1246am Q3L |1212am 0AL | 815am 09H
Chandeleur Light .................... 40:37....40:34 —_ 11:58pm  00L 119pm  10H | 1:12pm 09H |[11:04am 0.7H ??;;m giti 6:00pm 03L
= : -
ChefPass........cooevvviennnennne. 7. 4507 =
COCOr. ..o, 2..+4133 S 10 1 12 13 M1 14 15 16
(Omfort ISland """"""""""" : e +054 00ft ! | | ] | oy | i o i ”‘\“‘”WWMWWMMMWWMW
i . . 369N369 369N369 369N369 369N369 '{ﬁQN?ﬁQ 369N369 369N369
DelacrOIX ISland 42....4331 808am 1.0H 824am 12H 855am  13H | 935am 14H [10:20am 15H (11:08am 15H ([11:56am 14H
Emp]re Jetty o ... -1:45 6:22pm 0.1L 700pm -0.1L 747pm -02L 838pm -03L 933pm -04L [10:28pm -03L |11:21pm -03L
Four Bayou Pass 18....4+0:17
Gardnerlsland ...................... A40. .. +0:47 fgx 17 18 19 20 FQ 121 22 23
GrandPass............oovviiiiinnn 48....+1:16 oof]
T Il
Head of Passes ..................... 48... +0:00 L ionbho | s hokisolsaonssd| ssdntab| sadntod ebusas| shonsds
1240pm  13H [1209am -0.1L |1245am 0.IL [1257am 03L |12:01am 04L 800am 09H | 751am 1.0H
Hopedale........... AT L 456 T15pm  T1H | 1:13pm  09H [1050am 07H | 851am 07H | 611pm 02L | 635pm 00L
624pm  04L
Independence Island . A+159
JackBay......oooviiii 59....+1:28 21 24 25 26 27 ™ |28 29 30
Joseph Bayou . .. 0:36....-1:37 101
Ph 52y . . 00ft ] ) ] ] ] i | | | T T
Laﬁtte ----------------------------- . -~-~+2~51 369N369 369N369 369N369 ?ﬁQN?ﬁQ 369N369 369N369 369N369
H . . 8:05 1.1H 8:30 1.2H 9:.01 1.2H 9:33 13H [10:07 13H [10:40 13H [11:12 1.2H
Long Point, Lake Borgne.............. +2:28... 421 707pm 011 | 7a0pm 01U | &13pm -02L | g47pm 020 | S21pm OIL | 953pm 03l [1023pm 010
ManilaVillage....................... 32,4313
Michoud Substation.................. 24... +5:02

New Canal (Bucktown) . . +10:49

’ b 30ft
North Pass. ... 31....-037 Order the Tide Guides for over o 1 2
Paris Road Bridge.................... 53....4+5:58 40 locations throughout Louisiana. oot ] )

. : N N
PelicanIslands ...................... 26....42:26 Call 1-800-5|38-4355 orgoonline T ZSP T PEeY T
PointealaHache.................... 12....43:01 www.lasmag.com e 1%h
PortEads.........coovvvevninnnnn, 07,137 11:32pm 021
Raccoon Point........................ 03....020 S ¥4 3 4 5 6 Q|7 8 9
ShellBeach.........covevveennn... 32,4425 = o

; ; 1 ® 6ON3609 6ON360 | 360N360 360N3I60|360N360|360N3609|36AaN36O
Soth s, M. . RTINS s T

= = .20 am B 5/ am B am B am B :40 am . U5 am . 140 am P
South Pass, Miss. R """"""""" T13....-1:20 _8 530pm 14L | 525pm 12L | 539pm 10L | 6:06pm 07L (11:27am  19H
Southwest Pass, Miss.R............... -0:38....-1:33 = 742pm 140 | 9%42pm 14H [1114pm 15H 641pm  04L
TchefuncteRiver.................... +10:23.. +11:01 5 010 1 i l Nm || ||\|| ||\|
15 fto
TimbalierIsland ..................... +0:19....40:23 ool
e Il i Mg o0l I il
Winelsland...........coovvveevnn... +1:08....+1:02 N T e T e T P R
e T o e T e el o e
. . :02am . 48am K .38 am 12/ am K 16 am . :05am . am
Calcasieu Pass L|ghthouse Wharf HIGH LowW 11:53am  19H [1223pm  19H [1256pm 20H | 1:32pm 20H | 209pm 21H | 250pm 21H | 340pm 20H
Cote Bl he Island 1433 13:40 718pm  0.1L 758pm -0.1L 841pm -04L 927pm -05L [10:15pm -05L |11:06pm -05L [11:57pm -03L
ote Blanchelsland .................. 33,43
i 17 18 19 20 Fo 121 22 3
Eugenelsland..... L4149, -0:39 15t I
Lighthouse Point ...-0:53 00ft
9 . . . 369N3609]369N369|360N360]360N360]360N360]36dN369]36aN3IE
Mermentau Riverent................. +0:20....+0:25 806am 22H |1253am 0OL | 159am 03L | 3d4am 06L | 428am 09L |1249am 17H | 203am 19H
. . . D/ pm K :01am . 44 am a 1/ am am B ‘44 am . 1D/ am
Point Au F 1257 6L | 901 21R | 924am  20H [1017 19H [1044 19H | 544am  11L | 657am  13L
ointAuFer...............oo +1:53....-1:.02 448pm  18H | 225pm  14L | 343pm 12L | 440pm 09L | 529pm 06L [11:07am 18H [1130am 18H
Point Chevreul ...................... +3:16... 4030 §12pm 17H | B20pm 15H 1057pm 16H Slipm 041 | 636pm 021
; § ™M |9g 0
Rabbit Island. . ... 036 0t 24 ; 2 28 2 30
15 ft-
Shelllstand ..o 08... +045 il l il il il Ll
I} | | | | | | | | | I} | ! | !
H . -0 369N369 369N369 369N369 369N369 369N369 369N369 369N369
BT TR i R TR O R T N T
illi . . :58am E :52am . :42 am :26 am K :01am :26am . 44 am K
Southwest Pass, Vermillion Bay ........... +1:42... +0:51 157am  18H [1228pm  18H [1259pm 18H | 129pm 18H | 157pm 18H | 224pm 18H | 248pm 17H
WeeksBay...........covvvveeennnn.. +3:58 ... +3:56 733pm  00L | 809pm -01L | 843pm -01L | 918pm -01L | 954pm -01L |1030pm 0OL |1106pm 0.1L
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Summertime
is Fishing Time

Subscribe today
for the best:

* FISHING REPORTS
o TIDE TABLES

* HOTSPOTS

e HOW-TOS

e NEW GEAR

$24.99

12 issues

Call Tol-free

1-855-223-3599

or for faster service visit gﬁ)
LouisianaSPORTSMAN .com/subscribe /\ =

SPORTSMAN

www.LouisianaSportsman.com June 2018 | Louisiana Sportsman 163

UJ

*Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of first issue



fportmmn

Justin Webb, left, and Jay Forrest
caught these specks at the
Fourchon barges fishing with
live shrimp.

SPECKS ‘TEARING IT UP’
Al GRAND ISLE

Live bait — Carolina-rigged, free-lined or under a cork — the ficket for frout and reds

he trout spawn is happening now

in and around Grand Isle, and
speck specialist Tommy Vidrine
said June is a great month to
head to the island to get in on the action.
“May, June and July are the best months,
[ think, for volume of fish and bait," he said.
“The pogies are everywhere, mullet are
everywhere and they're catching more
shrimp than they can shake a stick at.
“With all that bait here, the trout are
everywhere just tearing it up!
While all the typical summer spots will
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be holding fish — including places like
Four Bayou Pass, Manilla Village, Queen
Bess, El Cid (Hotel Sid) and the jetties
all the way to Fourchon — Vidrine said
Elmer’s Island ranks high on his list.

"At Elmer’s, | would say to put a Carolina
rig on with a ¥- or Ya>-ounce weight above
a small swivel, and about 2 or 3 feet of
the leader of your choice with a 1-or 2/0
Kahle hook,he said."With croakers or
shrimp for bait at Elmer’s Island, it's going
to be a lot easier to get that out there
than free-lining with the wind blowing

against you”

Vidrine is hoping the summer wind pat-
tern kicks in soon, which is critical if you're
planning on hitting Elmer’s.

“It's usually from the southeast, and it
slows down. It quits blowing 15 to 20
every day, so June usually gets some 5
mph days — and that's what you want,’
he said."If you're fishing the beach, you
need a south wind to make the breakers.
We know trout and redfish feed where the
water is breaking and baitfish are disori-
ented — they like those breakers!



Photo courtesy Tommy Vidrine

Grand Isle speck specialist Tommy Vidrine said June is the high point of
the trout spawn, so live bait free-lined, Carolina-rigged or under a cork
should all be great options to put some fish on ice.

Of course, June also brings summer heat, so it's not exactly the
best time to sleep in.

“If it's getting to 90 to 95 degrees for the high and 70 in the
morning, | see the success is going to be better on Elmer’s
Island in the morning. If you're fishing the beach, the best bite is
definitely going to be early,"he said.“l don't really care about the
tide — if you go out there early with some breaking waves, you'll
catch some fish on the beach”

But he watches the tide more closely if he's targeting specks in
deeper water.

“In deeper water like the jetties and the Fourchon barges and
Fourchon Pass, those areas | like to fish an hour before the tide
changes, and an hour after it changes, Vidrine said."That's when
| target being out there, even if it's in the middle of the day in the
middle of the heat”

Redfish-wise in June, if you're fishing with live bait pretty much
anywhere, be prepared to do battle with a big bull.

“They're everywhere, almost a nuisance,"Vidrine chuckled.“If
you put a croaker or pogie on, you've got a chance of catching a
bull — the bigger the bait the better for bull reds.

“Target rocks, any structure and all the passes. It seems like
theyre more typical around deeper water with current and struc-
ture for the bulls! =

- Patrick Bonin

GOT PICS? Scnd emin!

Allimages will be considered, but those taken on the water or in the woods will have the best
chance of being featured.

*Digital images must be sent in jpeg format. High-esolufion images (faken on your camera’s
highest setting) will work the best. All images (physical and digital) become property of Louisiana
Sportsman and cannot be returned.

Email images to: images@LovisianaSportsman.com

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

DROWN WORMS FOR
D’ARBONNE CATS

Nightcrawlers make great bait

he summer months bring many things, but nothing bet-
ter than the opportunity to go drown some worms and
catch a good mess of Lake D'Arbonne catfish.

“This is a great time to catch catfish, and there are no
better baits than worms,”said Ron Manning, a lake resident.”l
guess my favorite is the nightcrawler, and we can catch them
right in the backyard this time of year.

“We also have access to catalpa worms, and they are tough to
beat, too!

Cold worms and regular red worms also work on D’Arbonne
cats this month, he said. Store-bought commercial dough bait
will also work. Manning prefers the chicken blood-type because
it has the most potent odor.

Once you have bait in hand, or bucket, here’s how Manning fishes.

“Find a place where current is breaking if you can, and fish the
edge of that in the eddies, he said."The catfish will just lay up
and wait for something
good to eat to flow
through!

Manning also likes to
anchor the boat and
tightline right under
the bait in deeper
water, especially
around trash. That
helps keep snags to a
minimum. He lowers
his bait to the bottom,
then raises it up one
turn of the reel handle.
If there is no current,
look for ridges or flats
that have deeper water
nearby. Catfish feed
alot at night, but this
month they'll be up on
the flats looking for food just like other species.

For a leisurely approach to catching catfish, Manning likes to
take advantage of subtle summer breezes and drift fish across
flats. He goes to one side of the flat, throws out his bait and lets
the wind drift the boat and the bait slowly across. If there is a lot
of bottom cover, he uses a bobber to keep the bait suspended a
foot or so just a foot or so above any snags.

Catfish are noted nibblers: They often nibble on the bait several
times before taking it. So never set the hook until you feel the
fish take the bait. One way Manning increased his catch-to-bite
success rate is by using a circle hook. He likes 2/0 or 3/0 hooks
and said when the fish get hold of them, you just have to tighten
the line, reel in and you've got them. =

Ron Manning with two nice
summer D'Arbonne catfish.

- Kinny Haddox
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Nick Kohnke of New Orleans
holds up a 3 %>-pound bass
caught this spring while fishing
with John Dean at Toledo Bend.

POSTSPAWN
TACTICS FOR
TOLEDO BEND

fter a prolonged cool
and wet spring, I'm ready
for the next season on

Toledo Bend.

And I'm sure there are many
other bass anglers chomping at
the bit to see what a lower pool
level and warmer water tempera-
tures bring to fishing success on
this great lake. Everyone considers
June to be summertime, a time to
work the peppergrass and other
vegetation, as well as the begin-
ning of the traditional deepwater
patterns.

Toledo Bend was at and even
above full pool at times through
March and late April, when the
level was 171.19.1assume the
SRA will continue to draw down
the lake and, if that's the case, |
wouldn't be surprised if was in the
168s or 169s by June.

Bassin’success ought to get bet-
ter and better as the water warms.
That means the topwater bite (for
me the plastic frog and walk-the-
dog style artificial lures, like the
Zara Spook) will come into play in
and around the vegetation that’s
showing more and more with
each drop. As the water goes out,
more and more vegetation will be

exposed north to south.

While the area around the dam
is always the last of the places to
fire for spawning bass (the fish are
doing their thing in the shallows
behind the haygrass), we're in or
entering a postspawn period now
for bass across much of the lake.
The way it's looking, the spawn
should be over, period, before the
second or third week of May.

There are still some good-sized
bass being caught now. It took
five bass weighing 33.1 pounds
to win a recent Keith's Toledo
Bend Tackle tournament on the
Texas side, with most of the bass
reportedly being caught in 20- to
22-foot depths on football jigs
and V&M soft plastics. That pat-
tern, which is so effective with the
use of marine electronics, should
come into play more and more.

Id target ridges, drains and flats,
looking for break lines where
many bass move to look for food.

I've been tapping the bass on
a ¥s-ounce Stanley Swim Max
Jig, black/blue with some pearl
strands, in 5- to 8-foot depths.
Most of the time the bass hit it on
the first drop. If not, then after two
rod snaps. That jig should continue



to be effective, as will a Caro-
lina-rigged soft plastic, which
is producing for me still, and a
ChatterBait-style artificial lure.

Soft plastics such as trick
worms, wacky worms and Sen-
kos are triggering many, many
bites, too, and | don't see that
changing through May and
June. Well, the preferred color
scheme probably will change
from watermelon/red to more
plum apple, red bug and June
bug colors.

As of this writing, bream still
haven't made a major move
to the shallows to spawn
because of the unseasonably
cool water temperatures.
When they do, bass will be
right there with them. That'’s
when your favorite plastic
frog or other topwater lure
becomes really dominant
around vegetation, particularly
the peppergrass.

Vegetation, by the way, is
showing itself in many areas of
the lake where it had inexpli-
cably disappeared for a long
while. That's a good sign going
into the rest of 2018.

Crappie fishing should be
good and getting better as
the panfish move to 22- to
25-foot depths, where they
hang around sunken brush
piles and always seem hungry
for minnows. They're already
starting to migrate to their
summer holes, and the crap-
pie fishing should be excellent
into August.

If you want to catch bass in
June, I've been guiding on
this lake most of my life and
you're more than welcome in
my boat.

Give me a call at (936) 404-
2688. =

- John Dean

John Dean has been
quiding on Toledo Bend
most of his life. If you'd
like to join him on a trip,
give him a call at (936)
404-2688.

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

LATE SPAWN MEANS BREAM ACTION
HEATING UP ON HENDERSON LAKE

ream probably will spawn later than
Busual this year at Henderson Lake, which

means June should be a good month to
deposit plenty of tasty panfish in the ice chest.

That's the way Laurette Mequet of Cecilia sees
the late spring and early summer shaping up at
the lake in St. Martin Parish. Like dozens of other
Acadiana residents and visitors who love to tap
the lake’s bream population, Mequet can't wait.

But why the somewhat late start this year? The
water has been high — really high — and muddy
for most of the spring, rising to 17 feet mostly
because of heavy rains above Henderson Lake.

How high is that? At normal pool, it's at 9 or 10
feet.

In early May, Mequet said, “Our water's get-
ting pretty and starting to fall (albeit slowly). It
should be pretty good before June!

The good news during the recent high-water
period is that many sac-a-lait were able “to
spawn in peace, way back in the woods,"as
were the lake's bass, Mequet said. Bream, which
spawn later than those species, “will be getting
their spawn on”in late May and June.

Mequet pointed anglers to several traditional
bream fishing hotspots this time of year at Hen-
derson Lake, including the Butte La Rose Canal,
Amoco Canal, The Boulevard in front of the pri-
vate boat landings along the West Atchafalaya
Basin Protection Levee and Phillips Canal. The
latter is one of the most notorious for giving up
beaucoups bream in the spring.

Bream get up on the mounds under the wil-
low trees to spawn.

"There are a lot of mounds. It's a good place to
go. If someone’s there (fishing on one mound),
you can move over (to another mound),
Mequet said.

weighing 1/48-ounce. Mequet advised to tip

them with a piece of worm. The most popular

colors are blue/chartreuse, black/chartreuse,

red/black/chartreuse and red/blue/chartreuse.
An average bream catch would be 30 —

Floyd Meche of Duson got an early start on some bream
action when he caught these two while fishing for sac-a-lait
during a weekly tournament out of Cypress Cove Landing.

enough to clean at one time — but she said num-
bers do get higher than that if fish cooperate.

For those who want to add sac-a-lait to their
catch, Mequet pointed them to George Dupuis
Pit and Kern's Pit. Fish with red/blue/chartreuse,
red/olive/chartreuse or black/chartreuse tube
and hair jigs in 3-foot depths approximately 5
feet from the shoreline. =

- Don Shoopman

Sight-fishing reds up next >

She advised bream fisher-
men to target those mounds
next to the willows and fish
1 Ya-feet to 2 feet deep with
crickets or worms. The veteran
angler prefers a small “slim”
cork and prefers a red/green
model that is available at the
boat landing’s bait shop.

Worms also catch chinqua-
pin, which spawn a little later
than bream and typically are
deeper, usually on the bot-
tom. Nine out of 10 times, if
you catch a chinquapin, there
are more there.

For those who prefer artifi-
cials, you can fish for bream
with tube jigs or hair jigs
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ABUNDANT GRASS
PERFECT FOR
SIGHT-FISHING REDS

POGIES MEAN REDS ARE THERE

apt. Ty Hibbs is a sight-fishing

fanatic. He takes clients every

week to the fish-filled backwaters

of the South Louisiana marsh,
and not only has great success, but has a
ball watching redfish engulf lures.

One of the keys to his great June success
is finding grass, and Hibbs said there is no
shortage of it right now.

“We have so much grass this year, he said.
"Everything lined up perfectly for a ton of
grass: You've got the Mardi Gras cut getting
deeper every year, we had a really high river
in February and it was 85 degrees in Febru-
ary. That grass just grows like wildflowers”

However, Hibbs said not just any old
grass will do. He likes vibrant-colored sub-
merged aquatic vegetation.

"You're going to have a lot of areas, when
it gets to be that 95-degree heat everyday,
that are mainly like dead water because
the grass is so thick and dying,"he said.
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“If you find that bright green hydrilla and
snot grass, that's going to be your key!”

Because of the intense heat that Louisi-
ana experiences every summer, anything
fish can use to stay cooler is extremely
beneficial — even if that's just a few
inches of deeper water.

"I like a little bit deeper water that time
of year," he said."You find ponds like that
with 2 feet of water in it rather than 12
inches, it's going to help you a lot more
with the heat”

Whenever he makes it to a redfish pond,
Hibbs said if you see a certain kind of bait,
you better stay and fish it.

“| like finding shrimp, I like finding crabs,
but when it comes to redfish in Louisiana
if you find pogies — especially baby
pogies — there’s no reason to leave, he

said.”l don't care what the water looks like.

The fish are going to be there. That's their
number one. It's like candy for them”

Capt. Ty Hibbs puts smiles
on faces when he takes cli-
ents sight-fishing for reds.

When he sees a fish, Hibbs tosses either
a lemonhead or pink champagne-colored
Matrix Shad to it.

"I like throwing bright colors,"he said. "l
want to see the bait disappear when they
eatit”

If he finds those lures don't appease the
redfish, he'll go to crawfish baits. Hibbs
likes a watermelon-red-colored crawfish.

“If a redfish doesn't eat that, he's not eat-
ing anything,”he said.

As far as rigging the crawfish, many
anglers choose to throw it Texas-rigged,
but Hibbs rigs it on a jighead — just like
he does a Matrix Shad.

"I really like the weight in front of the
head of the crawfish because it's just
going to dart straight down," he said.

"It falls more naturally, and it gets those
claws kicking a lot more .."s
- Joel Masson

Big Lake up next >
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CONDITIONS
IMPROVING
AT BIG LAKE

Higher salinities means speck action should

improve on artificial reefs

fter a subpar year of speck-

led trout fishing last year at

Calcasieu Lake due to seven

flooding events, anglers are
hopeful June’s fishing helps them forget
about 2017.

Salinity wasn't right from Easter through
September of 2017, according charter
boat captain and Hackberry Rod & Gun
co-owner Kirk Stansel. And the lake sys-
tem was still pretty fresh this spring, all the
way into late April.

But salinity readings in early May
improved tremendously, said Stansel,
who owns the guide service (call 337-762-
3391) with his brothers Bobby and Guy.

“It's a whole lot better," he said.“It's look-
ing up,’

Without a doubt, Stansel said some of
the best speckled trout fishing in June
will be at five artificial reefs in the lake —
Turner’s Bay Island, Chenier North, the
Brad Vincent Reef, Big Jack’s Reef and
Chenier South.

“It's a really good month for all of them),’
he said.

The artificial reefs are a boon to the
fisheries, and give saltwater anglers more
areas to wet a line.

“It helps a whole lot. It gives you other

places to fish

and helps

speckled trout

fishermen out.

You see a lot

of traffic but

they're pretty big reefs — all 5 to 9 acres,’
he said.

"I really don't have a favorite. They're all
really good,’ Stansel said, noting the one(s)
with the cleanest water and favorable
wind conditions are his first choices.

Three of them are in approximately
7-foot depths. Turner’s Bay Island is in 3
to 4 feet of water, and Chenier South is in
5- to 6-foot depths.

Normally, Stansel said, he catches most
of his fish on the upcurrent side of the
reefs. While speckled trout generally are at
the reefs, sometimes they are located off
the man-made structures.

CCA's Brad Vincent Reef and Big Jack’s
Reef are marked with buoys, the veteran
saltwater fishing guide said.

Here are coordinates for the CCA instal-
lations:

- Turner’s Bay Island... Limestone

structure

GPS:30°3'0.36,93°18'0.371

- Brad Vincent Reef ... Crushed concrete

$ suzuki
|~ MARINE 1

337-893-0642
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YAMAHA EvinrupE.

1915 S. STATE ST. » ABBEVILLE
MONDAY-FRIDAY 8-5
& SATURDAY 8-NOON

Target Big Lake specks on artificial
reefs using topwaters, suspending
lures, soft plastics or live bait.

structure

GPS: 29° 56'30.844, 93° 17'24.893

- Big Jack’s Reef... Recycled whole and

crushed concrete

GPS:29°53"14.551,93° 16'47.421

Topwaters, suspending baits and soft
plastics, plus live bait, are all effective at
the artificial reefs. When the water’s pretty,
all that's needed is artificials, Stansel said.

He loves to catch fish with topwaters
like Skitterwalks and Zara Spooks in bone,
black or anything with chartreuse.

His favorite suspending bait is a small
MirrOdine, which he rips through the
water.

He fishes the topwaters and suspending
baits on 20- to 30-pound braided line with
a 2-foot leader of 30-pound monofilament.

As for soft plastics, he uses 3/16th-ounce
H&H Salty Grubs, H&H Cocahoes and Hack-
berry Hustlers. Glow is one of the top col-
ors, as well as avocado/red flake, he said. =

- Don Shoopman

Delacroix up next >
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FIND CLEAN

TROUT

he Mississippi River will be a key

determinant on how the trout

bite shapes up this month out of

Delacroix, according to Capt. Mike
Wittich.

Last June ,the river was high and fresh
muddy water flooded much of the nor-
mal areas where the trout usually show
up, said Wittich (who can be contacted at
504-577-4774).

“It was an everyday hunt for clean water,’
he said."We'd search all over for pockets
of clean water and whenever we found
good water, we found the fish. But they
were a constantly moving target because
the winds kept changing and moving the
river water in different directions. It'd push
the clean water elsewhere, and the trout
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WATER FOR
DELACROIX

along with it. We rarely got to fish the
same area two days in a row because of it

But this year, he said hopefully, will be
far better. Wittich usually concentrates his
efforts on three big bays: Oak River Bay,
Lake Campo and Bay Lafourche. By late
in the month, he'll start moving farther
out into Black Bay and target the islands
and various structures there (if the water
is clean).

“But those three bays are where the trout
will show up first, he said.”| target points,
islands, reefs and on some occasions,
birds, but only when I'm not finding fish
elsewhere because you catch so many
throwbacks under the birds in the spring.

"Anywhere you get a good current line
off a point or around an island, those are

Capt. Mike Wittich said live shrimp under
a cork or tight-lined plastics are both good
options for Delacroix trout.

the places to toss a live shrimp about 2 V2
to 3 feet under a cork!

Wittich likes hard plastic corks, and either
a kahle hook or a small treble hook for
your live shrimp.

If plastics are your preferred bait, he likes
the lemonhead or shrimp creole Matrix
Shad, or a salt and pepper shrimp worm
tight-lined on a Y4-ounce jighead.

“Worse case scenario, we get lots of fresh
water in the Delacroix waters, | just fish
farther east toward the MRGO rocks and
even Bay Eloi,"he said."We'll go wherever
we have to go to find the fish!'=

- Rusty Tardo

MRGO up next >
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MRGO ROCKS
HOLDING

(apt. Jacques “Jakamo” Laboureur with
a hefty trout from the MRGO rocks.

SPECKS

eteran Shell Beach charter guide
VCapt. Jacques“Jakamo” Laboureur

(504-303-1494) said, “To me, June
means two things: One, fish the MRGO
rocks, and two, fish the reefs in the big,
fringe oyster-laden bays”

"I could also say try fishing Bay Eloi or
Breton Sound, or under the birds, or any
number of places that'll probably produce
some trout this month, but this is the
simplest and easiest way to catch fish —
and they'll be nice fish,"he said."Go to the
rocks. | generally focus on the long rocks,
and you want to look for any signs of bait
in the water. It doesn't matter whether its
little rain minnows or mullet or shrimp —
if you see bait activity, fish there.

“Try the various points, try any place you

see water coming over
the rocks where the rocks
sunk, and be sure to
bring live shrimp in the
baitwell. Don't just fish
up close to the rocks, but
fish farther off of them
also. That's a common
mistake | see people
make at the rocks, and
the other common mis-
take is most people fish
too shallow under the
cork. You want to catch
more fish? Fish deeper.

| fish 4 to 5 feet deep
under a cork, which is a
chore to cast, but you'll

GCoYLISE

roud Distributor
:;f Eagle Carports

e Boat Covers  Bimini Tops e Full Enclosures
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catch more fish than if you fish
2 to 3 feet, guaranteed”

Laboureur said the action
isn't always fast and furious,
but it's usually steady, and if
you're catching fish steadily, it's
better to stay put and pound
it out than to run all over and
potentially come up dry.

“My No. 2 target this month
is the oyster reefs in Lake
Anastasia, Lake Eloi and Lake
Fortuna, he said."Get up in
the oyster poles and drift and
fan cast on all sides until you
find fish, and then try to sit on
them until the action plays
out. Then you resume drift-
ing. If you get no action, try
another section of reefs and
keep moving until you find
them!

Live shrimp is again the best
bait there, fished 3 to 4 feet
under a cork. =

- Rusty Tardo

Buras up next >
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MISSISSIPPI RIVER LEVEL
DICTATES JUNE TROUT BITE
OUT OF BURAS

ACTION ON BEACHES, MIDBAYS SHOULD PICK UP AS
MONTH PROGRESSES — IF RIVER COOPERATES

ith the Mississippi forecasted to
still be up around 12 feet by the
beginning of June, Capt. Curtis

LeNormand said anglers will have to pay close
attention to the river stage to get on a trout bite
on the west side out of Buras.

“That's going to be a big part of the pattern,’
said LeNormand, with Curt’s Fishing Charters

(504-616-2064)."At 12
(feet), that's still pretty
high. Typically by now it
would be around 8 or 9.

“So as far as fishing the
Empire Jetties on a south
wind, that's going to be
difficult because any kind
of south or southwest
wind is going to blow
all the jetties out and be
full of river water. All the
river water coming out
of Red Pass flows into the
jetties and messes up Bay
Coquette and Scofield Bay
and the jetties, so we've
been having to move a
little further north when
we have a south wind
with this high river”

That means spots like
over toward Grand Isle,
Four Bayous and even
up to Myrtle Grove have
been more productive
for trout. LeNormand has
had some success with
plastics bounced off the
bottom or under a cork,
but said live shrimp are
tough to beat.

“l imagine in June the
birds ought to start kick-
ing off around No Man'’s

Land, Lake Washington and Bayou Cook, in that
general area,” he said.“But look for clean water
to start with.

“If you don't see clean water, you pretty much
ought to just keep on going. And tide-wise, it's
been better on an incoming for the trout. On
the fall, usually later in the afternoon is when
birds will start diving”’

Speckled trout action at typical hotspots on the west side out
of Buras — like the Empire Jetties — will be dependent on
how much the Mississippi River falls as June progresses.



Redfish are abundant on the
west side of the river, but not
particularly big.

“There's tons of little rat reds
on the west side right now,
and | heard the east side,
also,LeNormand said.“So
you're going to have to weed
through a lot of little ones to
get to get your limit of decent-
sized reds!

LeNormand said market or
live shrimp under a cork is
effective, as are spinnerbaits or
gold spoons.

“Some points and leeward
pockets have been pretty
clean where you could actually
sight-fish or throw spinner-
baits or spoons,” he said.

What happens to the trout
bite as the month progresses
is dependent on how the
Mighty Mississippi behaves,
LeNormand said.

“That's when the trout ought
to start moving out toward the
Gulf a little more. They should
have just spawned this past
full moon in May and dropped
their first batch of eggs,"he
said.“Usually the summer pat-
tern will have them moving
further out toward the Gulf, or
out in the mid-bays as June
progresses.

“That's when you want to try
to fish the beaches — if the
river drops. The main thing is if
the river drops”

Trout have also been scarce
on the east side of the river,
but LeNormand said that
could changes as well if the
river cooperates.

“The Iron Banks and Stone
Island are usually awesome
this time of year, but it's full
of river water right now," he
said.”But into June, if the river
keeps dropping, it might not
be too bad out there!'s

- Patrick Bonin

Bayou Lake up next >
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few years back, the only time
Randy Smith ever caught a
crappie was by accident.
Now, he dedicates most of
his time on the water chasing them.

“I've been bass fishing since | was 16, but
now | fish mostly for white perch,”Smith
said.“One of the main reasons | converted
is Black Bayou Lake north of Monroe. It's
an incredible white perch lake. The thing
that is unique about it is that you hardly
ever catch small fish. It's amazingly con-
sistent”

The 5,300-acre lake is part of the Black

178 Louisiana Sportsman [ June 2018

Bayou National Wildlife Refuge operated
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Make
sure you know all the regulations before
entering the refuge or the lake. One
example is the 50-horsepower outboard
maximum allowed there.

“Late May through June and July, the fish
will be moving back into a little deeper
water, but they will still be around the
same type of structure. That's trees and
grass, he said."Because the lake is literally
full of them both!

But getting a jig down into the crappie’s
feeding zone isn't always easy. Some

Black Bayou Lake summer slabs
like this one made Randy Smith
a convert to white perch fishing.

people actually poke holes in the grass
and then fish them. Smith doesn't do that,
but he is constantly looking for holes to
drop his jig through.

He also explained that Black Bayou is
basically a flat lake, so when fish move
into deeper water there, it isn't much of a
transition. It's usually from 5 feet to about
8 feet of water.

“Itisn't easy fishing,”he said.“But it is
productive. The key this time of year is to
find what depth they are in and stick to
structure in that depth range.

“The lake all basically looks alike. You



won't find them in the shal-
lower trees this time of year.
You will start to find them in
the lily pads, too. The key is
finding pads in the deeper
water!

Hair jigs are the lake favorite,
and color selection at Black
Bayou is fairly simple.

“What most people here will
tell you is to fish black and
chartreuse. And if you don't
fish that, then fish black and
chartreuse,"he chuckled."Any
questions?”

Smith noted that sometimes
jighead colors make a differ-
ence. Black is the “‘go-to” color,
but some days an orange
head or red head will make
a world of difference. He also
fishes a little gray hair jig late in
the day, and also uses plastics
like blue thunder or electric
chicken.

The other most important
thing for fishermen is to
determine what presentation
the fish want. Most of the
time, it's a straight vertical jig
presentation with little move-
ment. But there are days when
they won't touch it unless you
swim it.

“The only way to find that out
is to spend some time on the
water”he said."And at Black
Bayovu, it's worth every second
of it'=

- Kinny Haddox

Grand Isle up next >

-VENICE, LA-
FURNISHED

TRAILER
FOR SALE

16x84 that has been completely gutted, new metal roof, 2x4 studs,
new flooring, foam insulation in walls and ceiling, 3 bedrooms, 2 fulll
baths, laundry room with washer and dryer, pantry, microwave, full size
refrigerator, side by side refrigerator, garbage disposal, dishwasher,
washer and dryer, 2 queen size beds, 3 tvs with DIRECTYV, central heat
and air (overhead vents), deck with furniture and electrical and

sink, grill and propane burner cooker with tank,
security cameras. READY TO MOVE IN!

98,000

We also have other properties available: House trailer with
covered front porch, 4200 sq ft building on 1+ acre with road

frontage on 2 sides.

Properties are priced to sell. If interested, or know someone
that may be, please contact me.

Gene Curtis, 601-270-5389 ® genecurtis@comcast.net

A5

expel ™

« Located 1 hour from New Orleans
»The best in British/Irish Labradors available
«The best customer service

« Excellent pedigrees, Spectacular Health Clearances,
Second-t Health

«True full service kennel: Puppies, Started Puppies,
Started Dogs, Imported Finished Dogs, Started
Blood Trailing Labradors, Monthly Training,
Boarding (large dogs)

»Well rounded, obedient dogs who make excellent
companions and hunting partners

«Trained without the aid of e-collars

« Started dog payment program available

Shiopip

WWW.ACESRETRIEVERS.COM 725/
Call (228) 493-7474

email us @ acesretrievers@gmail.com
Facebook - Team Ace’s Retrievers

- ™
Captain Paul’s G.P.S. Systems
For the Best Advice & Hands on Instruction
in this New High Tech Navigation System

CAPTAIN PAUL’S FISHING EDGE of GPS WAYPOINTS
are available on the Web at
THE LOUISIANA SPORTSMAN’S “OUTDOOR STORE”
www.LouisianaSportsman.com
PRIVATE GROUP SEMINAR RATES
INDIVIDUAL TUTORING  SCHEDULED SEMINARS

For information
Call Captain Paul@ (985) 847-0536
e-mail: captainpaultgps@gmail.com

www.LouisianaSportsman.com
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GRAND ISLE

WADE-FISHING

SET YOUR SIGHTS BETVWWEEN
THE FIRST AND SECOND
SANDBARS, ANGILER SAYS

icah Doyle is a full-time student
at LSU, but when he's away
from the classroom during

the summer, he loves targeting speckled
trout. The avid angler makes several trips
throughout this month to get in on the
wade-fishing action at the beach on
Grand Isle.

One of the major reasons why people
don't have success doing this, Doyle said,
is because they do not wade far enough
out.

"All the people you talk to in Grand Isle
say not to go past your ankles in the
water,"he said.“"From my own experi-
ence, and | feel like I've got quite a bit of
experience with fishing the surf in Grand
Isle, is that has never worked, and the fish
are always between the first and second
sandbars”

One easy way to tell if you're far enough
away from the beach is to visually look for
the sandbars.

“If the water is real clean, you can see
that second sandbar, he said."If you can,
throw to that second sandbar and fish
the trough between the second and first
sandbar’

Doyle starts his summer trips before the
sun comes up, but he said not to be flus-
tered if the fish don't bite at daybreak.

“If the fish aren't biting, especially dur-
ing the summer, you can guarantee that
eventually you're going to catch fish,"he
said.

A key part of success is tide movement.

“The water has got to be moving,"he
said.

Doyle starts off almost every morning
with a topwater rigged up. It's one of his
favorite ways to fish, and it can be super
productive up until a certain point in the
day.

"There's always this finite point where
they just stop hitting topwater, and then
tight-lining with a Matrix Shad on a Gold-
enkye jighead always seems to work, he

Micah Doyle walks the beach at Grand
Isle with a net full of speckled trout.

said.

When tight-lining, Doyle works his bait in
a unique way.

“In Grand Isle | find you cast, let it sink for
a second and then just continually pop
it/ he said.”l don't really fish like that any-
where but in Grand Isle”

For anglers who are looking for big fish,
wading in Grand Isle might not be your
best option — but it can provide a lot of
fast action.

"Very often, you'll get smacked as soon
as the bit hits the water, he said.“When
they're biting, they're biting. If you catch
one, it fires them all up!'=

- Joel Masson

Venice up next >
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For more information, go to AvengerBayBoats.com
or call 843-538-6604

or like us on Facebook at Avenger Bay Boats

for the latest available information.
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www.LouisianaSportsman.com

From The
Back Water
To The

Blue Water

MARINE

For more information, go to
PioneerBoats.com

or call

843-538-6604

or like us on

Facebook at Pioneer Boats
for the latest available information.
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For more information, go to
BullsBayBoats.com
or call

or like us on
Facebook at Bulls Bay Boats

for the latest available information.
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TAKE YOUR
PICK OUT
OF VENICE

Being prepared with live bait like pogies, hardtails
or mullet will be key if you plan on making a tuna
trip out of Venice this summer.

TUNA, RED SNAPPER, SPECKLED TROUT AND REDFISH ALL GREAT OPTIONS IN JUNE

ffshore, Venice fishing got off to of live bait will soon be showing up on known to be eaten, too. Hardtails will
a slow start in 2018, but almost the rigs, and can be caught using sabiki- soon show up on the rigs, and also can be
halfway through the year things rig set-ups. caught on sabiki rigs.
are finally turning around. “Catch your bait as early as possible, and Hook your live bait through the shoulder,
Late tuna action this spring meant larger  shoot for a minimum of 75 live baits,Capt.  being careful not to pierce the brain or
fish in May, but not tremendous numbers.  Andre Boudreau of Louisiana Offshore hook too far back.
So heading into June, live bait will be Fishing Charters said."Spend the time to If yoit u're looking for tuna, you'll defi-
important. catch your bait and be patient! nitely want to find blue water. Set your
Pogies can be caught with cast nets in Your best bait will likely be live pogies, drift by backing into the current. And
the bays out of most passes. Other species  but croakers, mullet and hardtails are always keep a topwater rod set up in case
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Photo courtesy Capt. Martha Spencer and Capt. John Cole/Southern Catch Outfitters



you come upon tunas in open water on your way out, or between
rigs. Plan on traveling an average of 25 to 35 miles out of the river

to locate rigs holding fish.

With red snapper season opening late in May in both federal and
state waters, it should mean fast limits — as they are both plenti-
fulin numbers and large in size. Cut bait, with whatever weight

Photo courtesy Kyle Grey/REO Charters and Capt. Andre Boudreau

necessary to get through the
current, dropped 50 to 100
feet should result in quick
hookups. Remember, legal
limits are two red snapper
per person, with a 16-inch
minimum total length. Man-
grove snapper limits are 10 per
person, with a minimum total
length of 12 inches.

“Trout have come in and
we are starting to see action
at the islands. And as long as
the weather calms down, the
redfish should be on fire, as
it should be,"said Capt. Larry
Hooper, with Our Freedom
Charters."Redfish grow approxi-
mately an inch per month, so
all of the 15 V5-inch fish we
caught in May will be perfect
eating size by June and July.
Live bait suspended under a
popping cork about a foot-and-
a-half works best, but redfish
will also eat dead shrimp.

“Plastics become more chal-
lenging as bait thins out in the
marsh!'=

- Capt. Martha Spencer

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

Redfish action should be ramp-
ing up out of Venice, and live
or dead shrimp under a cork
should get the job done.

Are you
ready for the
whitetail
hunting trip
of a lifetime?

PRIME MISSOURI HUNTING PROPERTY

1,700 acre whitetail ranch
in Bismarck, Missouri

100% No Kill, No Pay
1-573-624-0100

randy@twinlakesparadise.com

www.twinlakeswhitetails.com
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THREE MEN CITED
FOR ALLEGEDLY
POSSESSING 35

TWENTY-EIGHT OF THE FISH WERE UNDERSIZED, LDWF SAYS

gents with the Louisiana Depart-
Ament of Wildlife and Fisheries

cited three men in Jefferson
Parish in May for allegedly possessing 35
redfish, according to a news release.

Floyd W. Talley, 69, of Marrero, Adam H.

Talley, 47, of Lafitte and Carl J. Delery Jr,
58, of Kenner, were cited for possession of
over the limit and undersized red drum,
the release states. Adam Talley also was
cited for not having a valid basic and salt-
water fishing license.
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Agents were performing a boating safety
and creel check when they allegedly
found the men in possession of seven lim-
its of redfish, of which 28 were undersized.
The subjects admitted to catching the fish
that day, according to the release.

The daily limit for red drum is five per
person, with a minimum size limit of 16
inches. Agents seized the 35 red drum
and donated them to a local charity,
according to the release.

Possession of over 10 redfish brings a

$400 to $900 fine and up to 120 days in
jail. Possession of undersized redfish car-
ries a $100 to $350 fine and up to 60 days
in jail. Failing to possess basic fishing and
saltwater fishing licenses each brings up
toa $50 fine and 15 days in jail, the release
states.

The men may also face civil restitution
for the replacement value of the illegally
possessed fish totaling $926.45, the
release states. =
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TIPS TO FEEL MORE BITES
INEWATCHING IS KEY IN DEEPER WATER

By Capt. Devin Denman

ithout a doubt, Louisiana has
some of the best inshore fish-
ing in the world. We have so

many speckled trout and redfish, spread
across so much marsh, that many are
hardly pressured at all. And they usually
hit so hard that all you have to do is lift up
on the rod and start reeling.

Of course, most are caught in relatively
shallow water, making for easy bite-detec-
tion because there is little bow in the line.
But not every fishing trip is like this.

WHEN SETTING THE
HOOK COUNTS

Sometimes we fish deeper water, say 15
to 30 feet, where a bite is less discernible
due to a wider bow in the line.

And it's even worse when casting up-
current. The bait hits the water, then
immediately comes back toward the boat,
knocking slack in the line. Trout can hit that
lure as hard as they want, and you would
never know if there's 10 feet of slack.

Then there are days fish simply don't
commit to the lure, with it going halfway
into their mouth
before quickly being
spit out. This affords
you only a fraction of a
second to set the hook,
assuming you even felt
the bite.

Here are a couple
easy ways to help you
detect the bite in time
— and get more fish in
the boat.

RIDE
THE LINE

Your line is literally
a direct connection
to the fish, and you
can feel it move if you
have it going over your
finger.

This technique only
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works with casting tackle, but know that
you can hold the line coming off a spin-
ning reel to achieve the same effect — it's
just not as fluid.

USE HIGH-VIS LINE

Fishing line comes in all kinds of colors
these days, giving us inshore anglers a
wide selection to choose from for differ-
ing applications.

One is fluorescent fishing line because it
is so bright above the water’s surface —
making it incredibly easy to see fish bite.

| prefer to use blue or gold fluorescent
monofilament for this purpose and, while
| am working a lure, pay attention not to
my rod tip, but to the spot where the line
goes into the water.

The slightest “tick”to the left or right is
a dead giveaway that something bit the
lure.

In fact, this is hands-down the best way
to detect a bite, more so than riding the
line or even using a super-sensitive rod.

Lake Pontchartrain’s best anglers use this
technique — and you should, too.

WHAT ABOUT
BRAID?

Note that | didn't mention using braid for
its sensitivity.

Yes, braid is far more sensitive than
monofilament or fluorocarbon, having
virtually zero stretch, but I don't feel that's
a solution for detecting more bites.

Instead, | feel it's like a band-aid without
the above-mentioned knowledge, which
would still leave some hits undetected.

I'have had much more success by learn-
ing and using the three tips mentioned
above — especially the last one.

Learn how to do that, with or without
braid, and you'll find yourself catching
far more fish, and you might even gain
legendary status with your friends as the
angler who can pull fish out of one spot
when others can't. =

Editor’s Note: Devin Denman is an avid
inshore fisherman who writes the Louisiana
Fishing Blog. To read more of his articles, visit
lafishblog.com.

Using high-vis line, and keeping a close eye on
where the line enters the water, are great ways to
detect trout bites in deeper water.



= B BRrookhaven
Honda

YOU'LL LIKE WHAT YOU SEE, YOU'LL LOVE WHAT YOU SAVE!

2016 PIONEER 2017 PIONEER™ 2017 PIONEER™
1000 500 700
SXS10M3 SXS500M2H SXST00M2

5 AVAILABLE 5 AVAILABLE 5 AVAILABLE

MISRP ....coerreerrenrsensseees $13,999* MSRP «...cccverenrsensssensesenes $8,999* MSRP ...ooovverrrennnnnsssssesnses $10,499*
SALE.........cccerene $10,697 SALE.........ccoerrrnnnns $7,297 SALE.........ccoereenene $8,497

2017 RANCHER® 2017 RINCON® 2018 RANCHER®
DCT IRS TRX TRX 680 FA TRX 420 FM1
420 FA5 4x4 Automatic 4x4 Manual Shift

4x4 Automatic Transmission
Shift

S $7,399* 15— $9,399* FOR OUR BEST PRICE
SALE.......oooeeenrne. $5,897 SALE......ooniiiirnnns $7,197 TEXT 420FM1 TO 68398

2017 2017 RANCHER® 420 2017

RANCHER® TRX 420 FA 2 FOREMAN®

TRX 420 TM1 500

2x4 Manual TRX 500 FM1

Shift 4x4 Manual
Shift

....................................$] ,599
' M RI sEssssssssEsEEssEssERERREsEEnRERRRnES ; 299
8 s $ 5

SALE........ccceiieene $9,697

MSRP $5,349*

BRrookhaven NERTT

honda.com RECOMMENDED ONLY FOR RIDERS 16 YEARS AND OLDER. BE A RESPONSIBLE RIDER. REMEMBER, ATVs CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO

OPERATE. FOR YOUR SAFETY, ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND PROTECTIVE CLOTHING, AND NEVER RIDE ON PAVED SURFACES

OR PUBLIC ROADS. KEEP IN MIND THAT RIDING DOESN'T MIX WITH DRUGS OR ALCOHOL. Honda RECOMMENDS THAT ALL ATV RIDERS TAKE A

on TRAINING COURSE AND READ THEIR OWNER'S MANUAL THOROUGHLY. For rider training information or to sign up for a rider training course, call the

ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2887. FourTrax Foreman®, Rubicon™ , Rincon™ and GPScape™ are trademarks of Honda Motor Co., Ltd. PIONEER

- IS ONLY FOR DRIVERS 16 YEARS AND OLDER. MULTI-PURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO OPERATE. FOR YOUR SAFETY, BE
8-5 Mo n . F rl . [ ] 8-2 sat . RESPONSIBLE. ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND APPROPRIATE CLOTHING. ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SEAT BELT, AND KEEP THE SIDE

NETS AND DOORS CLOSED. AVOID EXCESSIVE SPEEDS AND BE CAREFUL ON DIFFICULT TERRAIN. ALL MUV DRIVERS SHOULD WATCH THE SAFETY
VIDEO iMULTIPURPOSE UTILITY VEHICLES: A GUIDE TO SAFE OPERATIONT AND READ THE OWNER'S MANUAL BEFORE OPERATING THE VEHICLE.

NEVER DRIVE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DRUGS OR ALCOHOL, ON PUBLIC ROADS OR WITH MORE THAN ONE PASSENGER. DRIVER AND
1 - -54 - . 1 - 1 - - 41 PASSENGER MUST BE TALL ENOUGH FOR SEAT BELT TO FIT PROPERLY AND TO BRACE THEMSELVES WITH BOTH FEET FIRMLY ON THE FLOOR.
PASSENGER MUST BE ABLE TO GRASP THE HAND HOLD WITH THE SEAT BELT ON AND BOTH FEET ON THE FLOOR. RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT
WHEN DRIVING. Pioneer is a trademark of Honda Motor Co., Ltd. *Manufacturer Suggested Retail Price (or MMSRP) excludes destination charge. Visit
www. roo a“en on a . com www.powersports.honda.com to view applicable destination charge amount.
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Guaranteed Fish!

Experience Louisiana’s
Most Professional
Guide Service

 Light Tackle

o Fly Fishing

 Redfish

504-278 FISH * Speckled Trout

www.CaptainCharlie.com

H&M Fishing Charters
(985)258-3632 * handm @ grand-isle.com Gllg!m lsle's
nest

5 Boats Available. Fishing inland and coastal waters only. iohs
Specializing in trout and redfish. F'sh'"y-'.'

Fishing Charter Includes
« Bait « Ice * Fuel * Tackle * Rods & Reels
Y’all Come Pass A Good Time in Grand Isle, LA

Poisson
Rouge
Fishing
Charters

Delacroix Inshore
Specks & Reds

NOLA
accommodations available

504-182-49117

N
I)utren§ s

GUIDE SERVICE, INC
Specializing in Redfish & Speckled Trout

Fishing Delacroix
Chad Dufrene

dufrenesguideservice@yahoo.com

Cell: (985)-637-6357

o Waterfront Lodging & RV Sites
© Groups of 4 to 40

o (oastal/inshore charters for
Speckled Trout & Redfish

o [eeville, Grand Isle,

Golden Meadow, Fourchon
209 Moore Rd ® Leeville, LA 70357

985-396-2678
985-637-0118

bobbylynns.com

Some of the BEST
Inland/Coastal

GOOD TIMES

FISHING CHARTERS
GRAND ISLE, LA

All rods, tackle, fuel, ice
and live bait provided
(4 boats available)
New 26’ Avenger Available Now

Speckled Trout
& Red Fishing

Capt. Jake Scardino,
USCG Approved

CeL 504-382-5639 © 504-464-7909

@@@@E@ IFB[IDD@ &

INLAND & COASTAL
SPECKLED TROUT, REDFISH,
BULL REDS & MORE

FISH CLEANING AVAILABLE.
OFFSHORE RIG FISHING
SNAPPER, COBIA,
MANGROVE SNAPPER,

& MORE

FUEL, GEAR & BAIT PROVIDED
USCG LICENSED.

HOME: 985-787-3529 e CELL: 504-382-5286
www.grand-isle.com/hardtimes

GRAND ISLE, LA

CAPTAIN MARK SCARDINO

GU\DE _ ¢,
QERVICE™ /. BE A BETTER GUIDE...

GET THE LATEST REPORTS ON
WIND,/MARINE

& WEATHER FORECASTS,

fishing the Golden Meadow,
Grand Isle & Fourchon Area
TRIPS OUTINGS, FULLY SUPPLIED

CATCH CLEANED, & PACKED iUk TIDES, ASTRO TABLES
Specializing in " AND THE LATEST FISHING &
Redfish & Speckled Trout LIS

ACCOMMODATIONS AVAILABLE HUNTING REPORTS on

CAPT. MIKE GUIDRY 385 632 5846

406 E. 74th St.
Cut Off, LA 70345
e-mail: boodro@viscom.net
www.rippinlipguideservice.com

BROCHURES AVAILABLE!

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

Large
Selection of
Trailers and

Parts

in Stock!

5703 Frontage Rd E. Hwy 90 * New Iberia, LA 70560

337-369-1113

........................................ FISHING SUPPLIES  ---ooooooeeoceeeeeeeeiennee
* Over 40,000 Fishing
Since and Boating Items
1999 * Rods, Reels, Lures,
& Tackle
* Qutriggers and

Fighting Chairs
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MISCELLANEOUS

Claude’s Trailers and Sales

Since 1963 Claude’s has been taking care
of the trailer needs of Acadiana.

Whether you need a new Boat, Utility

or Gooseneck trailer of just have a problem
with your current trailer, Claude’s can solve
your problem.

No matter where you bought your
trailer, no matter what brand,

Claude’s services themaall. We Bu'\\d

We are one of a few service facilities Axles n

that can build custom axles \-\o\»\se"""

6400 Hwy 14

New Iberia, La. 70560 337‘3 67' 1 1 4 1

Fabrication & Marine uc
¢ Aluminum And Metal Welding
>k Boat Welding & Repair Is Our Specialty
> Farm Repair On Equipment, Etc.
sk Skeg Welding Repairs &

Trim Tabs Available

3371-288-2609

3371-288-2609 ce
(TEXT ME)

1818 Tornado Dr
Church Point, LA 70525

Call Lucas Comeaux today for
free estimate and book appointment

MISCELLANEOUS

2221 N. Airway » Baton Rouge, LA 70815
NEW & USED SALES & REPAIRS

.................................................... MARINAS ----ovvvevereersersresssesssessesisssiaessaniaes

== Rigolets Marina

Luxury Condos

52250 Hwy 90 Slidell, La at a Full Service Marina w/live bait,
tackle, fuel ice, dry storage, groceries and much more

Starting @ $1350 a Mo.
Features:
« Attached Garage « 2 Covered Balconies « Stainless Refrigerator,

« Furnished & Unfurnished
2 bedrooms - 2 1/2 bath

(one full)
985-640-1566

« Boat Slip w/ Lift Washer & Dryer, Dishwasher

and Microwave

1-10 Slidell Exit 263 South 6 Miles
Iralph22@aol.com

5 acres on Grand Bayou Contact
Reservoir includes camp Uﬁ‘gﬁi Is-a:_‘I(_iC&
houseand more  ¢999 (00 |  318-678-3000

We are looking for drivers to deliver the
Louisiana SPORTSMAN Magazine.
If You Love to Fish, Hunt and Meet Peaple You Qualify!

Circulation experience helpful but not necessary
dependable vehicle & a valid LA drivers license a
must. If you have 3-5 days a month to help spread
the word | would like to hear from you!

Please Contact: Ricky Naquin,
Circulation Director @ 985-859-7744 -or- rickyn@lasmag.com

s

www.LouisianaSportsman.com
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Classifieds

Up to 25 words $19.95/mn or $45

for 3mns. Add a photo for $10/mn

To place a classified ad

Call 1-800-538-4355
Mon-Thurs 8-5 « Fri 8-3

HUNTING
S&D WHITETAILS HUNTING over
4500 acres in Central Texas. 99% Suc-
cess. 20 years in business. No Fancy
Gates or Lodge, Just Big Deer. Base
price of $2,950 buck up to 140, we have
deer 200+. www.sdwhitetails.com 325-
642-7596

............... REAL ESTATE -+
WATERFRONT RETREAT for family,
fisherman or just a get away!! 3 bed 1
king, 1 trundle, 1 queen, 1 bunk, large
deck overlooking water, great fishing.
Bass, Perch and crab nets, bring crab
nets!!! Charters & Swamp Tours avaial-
ble nearby!! manatee @manateehavens.
com $895/weekly  (305)360-5835!!!
305-360-5835 3RE-101/W

121 ACRES LOCATED IN WEBSTER
COUNTY, MS known as ‘Old Cove Hunt-
ing Club’ great deer and turkey hunting.
Good hardwood timber. A very special
place! For more information go to www.
oldcoveeuporams.com. Contact Wayne
at 662-417-2354 662-417-2354 3RE-
103/W

MELERINES CAMP RENTAL 3
bedroom house on Delacroix Island
(504)431-3061 or (504) 491-9488 504-
431-3061 3RE-101/W

- BOATS FOR SALE -

ONLY 7 LOTS LEFT

WATERFRONT NEAR COCODRIE,
CAMPERS-MOTORHOMES  OK
near Falgoust Canal Marina fronting
on Lower Bayou Dularge, south of
Houma Only 7 Lots left, 4ft plus el-
evation inside an exisiting hurricane
floodgate levee system & flood gate)
In the middle of the best saltwater
fishing in Terrebonne Parish close to
fresh water bash fishing, Driveways
in place!l!! Call for details. Robert
Hale Real Estate (985)804-7525 or
go to Roberthalerealestate.com for
photos, maps and restrictions. 985-
804-7525 3RE-103/P

Peel & Stick

SPORTSMANGear.com or 866-616-3315

1998 28.5 CENTER CONSOLE
MAKO w/ (2) 225HP Yamaha mo-
tors. Brand new 3 axle aluminum
trailer. Asking $42,500. Please call
(985)688-2527 985-688-2527 2BS-
101/P

2008 22FT FISHER FREEDOM
PONTOON BOAT New upholstery,
Tandem Axle trailer, Bimin top, 60HP
Mercyry 4stroke ‘Big foot’ motor, port
o potty!lll Call after 5pm! Asking
$12,900 337-501-9922 1BS-102/P

O |t

SPORTSMANGear.com
or 866-616-3315
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Brought to you by

SPORTSMAN:»

L O U |l ANASPORTSMAN.COM/SPORTSMANTTYV

Don't mlss

® This month, as the weather heats up
Loaded with the most exciting action and “how-to” and “where-to” 50 does the fishing. Tune in for useful
information, SPORTSMAN TV will help you make the most of your outdoor info on trout the skinny on redfish

experience. and bass knowledge from Greg
Our host, Greg Hackney, 2014 Bass Angler Of The Year and hunting Hockney.

enthusiast, continues to travel throughout Louisiana exploring all of the
hunting and fishing opportunities the state has to offer. Catch all of the action
on Cox Sports Television.

You can catch any episode you missed on

Cox Sports Television Thursdays - 6:30 pm, Saturdays - 8:30 am, Sundays - 9:00 am ) louisianasportsman.com/sportsmantv
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ACE'S RETRIEVERS 179
ALARIO BROTHERS 169
AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC. .....ccvvvvvvennns 50,51
AQUA MARINE NEW ORLEANS......ooovvevemmmmmmmmmnennnnnennns 74
ASCENSION EQUIPMENT & RENT ALL....covvvveeerrrcccres 6
ASCENSION GOLF CART 158
ATV ZONE 73
B & B ENTERPRISES INC 17
BAYOU OUTBOARDS, INC. 116
BENT MARINE 65
BERRYLAND CAMPERS 46
BEST BOAT & RV STORAGE II ... 69
BIGTEXTRAILER-BROUSSARD.......coveeerrreccrrrvrrrrneens 77
BLANCHARD'S REFRIGERATION..........cccvvvcccccrrrccce. 78
BLUE DOT MARINE 161
BLUE WAVE BOATS 14
BOAT CITY USA 60, 61
BOAT STUF 107
BOATS UNLIMITED 94,95,97
BOBBY LYNN'S MARINA 16
BOSS DRIVES 139
BREAUX AND DAIGLE MARINE.........ccccovvvcccccccee. 52,53
BRIDGESIDE / SAND DOLLAR ... 84
BROOKHAVEN HONDA 187
BRYAN'S MARINE 35
CAJUN OUTBOARDS 31
CAPTAIN PAULTITUS

CAROLINA COMPOSITES, LLC.....ovvvvvvvvvrrrrrrrrrrnneenns
CASE LAND (O, LLC

(CA - LOUISIANA

CHRIS'CAJUN BOILER / STEAMER

COLUMBIA SPORTSWEAR (CO........

(OTTONMOUTH CUSTOM BOATS......c.eevvvvrveearnenenee
COVER'S UNLIMITED 174
COX SPORTS TELEVISION.......cccnnnceee. 57,176,180
CRAWFISH TOWN USA 88
CUSTOM CORRUGATED AND SUPPLY ........ccoomerrere. 13
CYPRESS COVE BOATING 147
DAGATE'S MARINE 131
DAIWA 58,59
DEEP SOUTH GOLF CARS 151
DIXIERV 175
DOCKSIDE MARINE 38
DOWN EAST GUIDE SERVICE...........cceeeeccce. 68, 116
DUVIC'S BOATS 45,194

192 Louisiana Sportsman [ June 2018

ELITESTOR 16 QUIRK'S WELDING LLC 143
EXCEL BOATS 7 REDMOND MARINE 142
FIRST CHOICE REAL ESTATE SERVICES..................... 167 REED'S METALS, INC 4
FIRST NATIONAL BANK USA....ccciiicsccssccccce. 86 S&D WHITETAILS 125
FIRST SOUTH FARM CREDIT ........ooovmmeerreccrrrrrrrrnens 195 SCULLY'S 106, 160
FRABILL 101 SEATRACOFFSHORE SERVICES .....ccvvvvvvvvvvrrvrerrrrinnens 83
FRED NETTERVILLE LUMBER.......cvvcrcrrscccrccccccee. 67  SERVICE CHEVROLET n
(3 BOATS 93 SLIDELL MARINE 99,148
GATORTAIL OUTBOARDS 3 SOUTHERN EXPOSURE INLAND FISHING CHARTERS
GATOR TRAX 109 145
GEICO - SPECIAL MARKETING......covvvvvvvrrrvrrrrrrrenesnnnennns 2 SOUTHERN OUTDOORS & MARINE,LLC............... 25,79
GENE CURTIS 179 SOUTHERN POWER AND EQUIPMENT, LLC.............. 149
GIBSON REALTY/UNITED COUNTRY .......ccoovvrermennnee. 115 SPORTSMANTV 191
GRAND ISLE TOURIST COMMISSION .....oooveeveeeeeeeeennns 88  SPOTS AND SPECKS 170
GULF SHORES AND ORANGE BEACH TOURISM........ 157 SPRO CORPORATION ( THE POWELL GROUP).......... 101
H&H MARINE 185  STARBRITE, INC 173
H&M MARINE 133 STERLING'S UPHOLSTERY 38
HANKO'S 66  STRIKE KING LURE COMPANY ....coooeeeermmmnnarccssrsene 85
HENDERSON 119 TERREBONNE MARINE 78
HOUSEBOAT OUTLET 183 TEXAS MARINE 177
HUGHES WELDING AND MFG.......coomerrereccrrvrrrrnnens 177 THEPROP SHOP 151
HYDRO TURF 49 THE SPORTSMAN 170
[RON SKY RETRIEVERS 23 TIM'S MARINE 15
JEFF REGISTER BUILDING & TRUSS.....vvvvevveeveernnnnnnns 123 TOHATSU AMERICAN CORPORATION............... 116,117
JERRY’S MARINE 28 TOP OF THE ROCK ADVENTURES .....cevvrrvvneernnnee. 88
K2 MARINE 111 TOUCHARD MARINE SUPPLY

L &S BAIT COMPANY 33 TOWN & COUNTRY MARINE ...

LAKE AREA MARINE 143 TRACKER MARINE GROUP

LIVETARGET. 75 TWIN LAKES WHITETAILS

LOUISIANA LOTTERY 19 UNDERWATER FISH LIGHT LLC....vovveveevemeeerrrrrne 45
LOUISIANA SPORTSMAN SHOW........cvvvvvvvvcvcvcue. 8,9 VERMILION PARISH TOURIST COMMISSION.............. 17
M&L ENGINE 113 WHITETAIL PROPERTIES 121
MARINE LIFT AND DOCK SUPPLY COMPANY............. 98  WILEYX 86,87
MCM LUMBER 156 XPRESS BY ALUMA-WELD, INC. ..cvvvvvvvvevvvveeeeeeeeennnne 196
MEPLAT GROUP (/0 CERBERUS AGENCY.................... 5 YAMAHA MOTOR COMPANY

METRO BOATING 44 YO-ZURI

MIKE GERALD'S TRAILER Z-MAN FISHING PRODUCTS

MOLPUS TIMBERLANDS MONROE OFFICE
MOSELEY & HOLLARD MEN'S CLOTHING...........cccc...

PARISHTRACTOR 89
PELLEGRIN MARINE 12
PLANO SYNERGY 67
P-LINE /G. PUCCI & SONS 159
PRO DRIVE 100
PUGLIA'S SPORTING GOODS .........ccovvuveerennnne. 102,103
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