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13173 Airline Hwy
Gonzales, LA 70737

www.ascensionequipment.com
(225) 647-5881

Kubota Field Day
March 24th 

at Lamar Dixon Expo Center
Gonzales, LA
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*As per BassCat dealer meeting 2017

12893 Highway 84 West
Trout, LA 71371
(318) 992-4774

www.tandcmarine.com

STORE HOURS
	Mon-Fri 	 8:00am-5:30pm
	 Sat 	 8:00am-2:00pm
	 Sun 	 Closed

Dealer in Louisiana*

#1
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Breaux & Daigle Marine, Inc.
985-252-6411 | Hwy. 70, Pierre Part, LA

*According to AlumaCraft business summary 1/1/15 to 12/31/15

CALL US TODAY FOR
OUR BEST PRICES!!

ALL POWERED BY

PROWLER SERIES

F70 Yamaha, ss prop, 2 batteries, troll motor, depth 
finder, non-skid liner, galv. trailer w/spare tire and 
much more. Ready to fish!!

BOW TO 
STERN

FISHABILITY...

KHAKI

F50 Yamaha, ss prop, 2 batteries, troll motor, 
depth finder, non-skid liner, galv. trailer w/
spare tire, and much more. Ready to fish!!

GRAY

PROWLER 175 PROWLER 165

2072 CC BAY
F115 Yamaha w/ SS prop, leaning post, (2) rod boxes full 
instrumentation, (2) fishing seats, plus passenger seats, 
non-skid liner, DLX aluminum trailer w/spare tire

1756 CC
F50 Yamaha, battery, running lights, bilge pump, livewell pump, 
gauges, built in fuel tank, windshield, seats and pedestals, galv. 
trailer, tie downs & transom saver and non-skid liner.

SAND
Also available in 
gray or khaki

GREATSELECTIONALL AT 
GREAT

PRICES!

#1LOUISIANA'S
DEALER.

THE 2018 MODELS 
ARE HERE!!! YOUR FISHING AND 

HUNTING HEADQUARTERS
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REMEMBER to always observe all applicable 
boating laws. Never drink and drive. Dress properly 
with a USCG-approved personal floatation device 
and protective gear. ©2008 Yamaha Motor 
Corporation, USA. All rights reserved.

Better Built... Better Ride... Better Value.

1860 CC BAY F90 Yamaha w/ SS prop, leaning post, full 
instrumentation, (2) fishing seats, plus 
passenger seats, non-skid liner, aluminum 
trailer w/spare tire. Available in gray or sand

KHAKI

ALL POWERED BY

1860 CC
F70 Yamaha w/SS prop, battery, running lights, bilge pump, 
livewell pump, gauges, fuel tank, windshield, seats and 
pedestals, aluminum trailer, tie downs & transom saver and 
non-ski liner

CALL US
FOR OUR

BEST PRICE!!
SIZES 16' - 20'

BIG SELECTION OF...
BOAT
TRAILERS
GALVANIZED & ALUMINUM

F150 Yamaha 4 stroke, w/ SS 
prop, hyd. steering,  leaning 
post, (2) rod boxes, full 
instrumentation, (2) fishing 
seats, plus passenger seats, 
non-skid liner, DLX 
aluminum trailer,  
w/spare tire

2072CC BAY

#1
1650 SPECIAL CC
F40 Yamaha, galv. trailer, fuel tank, battery

FAMILIES. FISHING. 
FOREVER.
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POLOS NOW 
IN SEASON.

The Sportsman Performance Pique Shirt is made from our 

premium blend of Peruvian Pima Cotton and micro denier 

polyester. This blend offers ultimate moisture wicking 

properties for comfort and year-round durability for the 

active outdoor life.

FOR PERFORMANCE THAT’S PERFECT.

SPORTSMANGEAR.COM
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 places you need to visit this spring — with local guides 
 sharing tactics on how to put meat in the box.
 >>>By Andy Crawford

 44 Common trout mistakes to avoid
 Even if you’re a dedicated weekend warrior, there’s always 
 more to learn about catching specks. So be sure you 
 aren’t making these mistakes that can impact the 
 number of � sh you put on ice.
 >>>By Andy Crawford

 50 Toledo Bend spawn: Phase 3
 After a freezing winter and a wet spring, the spawn 
 marches on at the Bend. Here’s the pros’ plan of 
 attack in April. 
 >>>By David A. Brown

 59 Turkey talk
 Sure, there are plenty of ways to call in a gobbler — but 
 these proven tactics to kill will help you seal the deal.
 >>>By Jonathan Olivier

 68 Last call for crappie
 When the crappie spawn is wrapping up on D’Arbonne 
 and Caney, action is usually just about to crank up on a 
 section of the Ouachita River. Here’s how one guide still 
 catches slabs in April. 
 >>>By Chris Ginn

 76 Gators, birds and bass
 Scenic Lake Martin might be famous as a bird-watching 
 bucket list destination that’s home to more than 1,000 
 alligators, but the 800-acre water body also holds 
 some big bass. And a kayak is the perfect platform 
 to load up on largemouths.
 >>>By Jerald Horst

 84 Post-spawn particulars
 If you head to the Atchafalaya Basin dead-ends this 
 month, you’ll likely struggle to put bass in the boat. 
 But Louisiana’s newest Bassmaster Elite Series pro knows 
 just where those � sh have gone — and shares his 
 approach to catching them.
 >>>By Andy Crawford

 93 Des Allemands fat cats
 Pre-spawn cat� sh are feeding voraciously now in 
 warming springtime waters. Here’s how they � ll a box 
 near the “Cat� sh Capitol of the Universe.”
 >>>By Jerald Horst

101 Marsh Madness
 ‘Green trout’ are on � re in the ponds and marshes o�  
 the East Pearl River this month. Here’s one local angler’s 
 plan of attack.
 >>>By Joel Masson

182 Calling old calls
 Don’t throw out those old wingbones, boxes and slates. 
 With a little TLC, you might have something in your turkey 
 vest that will goad a gobbler into making a fatal mistake.
 >>>By Andy Douglas

76
Gators, birds 
and bass

FISHING HOTSPOTS
161 Delacroix
162 Caney Lake
164 Toledo Bend
166 Bayou Teche 
168 Big Lake

170 Lake Pontchartrain
172 Lake D’Arbonne
172 La� tte
174 Grand Isle
179 Buras

CONTENTS
ON THE COVER: 
Trout Preview



www.LouisianaSportsman.com April 2018 | Louisiana Sportsman 13

FEATURES:

36
Top 3 trout 
hotspots

Volume 38 | Number 4 | April 2018

 36 Top 3 trout hotspots
 If your freezer is lacking speck � llets, theses are the three 
 places you need to visit this spring — with local guides 
 sharing tactics on how to put meat in the box.
 >>>By Andy Crawford

 44 Common trout mistakes to avoid
 Even if you’re a dedicated weekend warrior, there’s always 
 more to learn about catching specks. So be sure you 
 aren’t making these mistakes that can impact the 
 number of � sh you put on ice.
 >>>By Andy Crawford

 50 Toledo Bend spawn: Phase 3
 After a freezing winter and a wet spring, the spawn 
 marches on at the Bend. Here’s the pros’ plan of 
 attack in April. 
 >>>By David A. Brown

 59 Turkey talk
 Sure, there are plenty of ways to call in a gobbler — but 
 these proven tactics to kill will help you seal the deal.
 >>>By Jonathan Olivier

 68 Last call for crappie
 When the crappie spawn is wrapping up on D’Arbonne 
 and Caney, action is usually just about to crank up on a 
 section of the Ouachita River. Here’s how one guide still 
 catches slabs in April. 
 >>>By Chris Ginn

 76 Gators, birds and bass
 Scenic Lake Martin might be famous as a bird-watching 
 bucket list destination that’s home to more than 1,000 
 alligators, but the 800-acre water body also holds 
 some big bass. And a kayak is the perfect platform 
 to load up on largemouths.
 >>>By Jerald Horst

 84 Post-spawn particulars
 If you head to the Atchafalaya Basin dead-ends this 
 month, you’ll likely struggle to put bass in the boat. 
 But Louisiana’s newest Bassmaster Elite Series pro knows 
 just where those � sh have gone — and shares his 
 approach to catching them.
 >>>By Andy Crawford

 93 Des Allemands fat cats
 Pre-spawn cat� sh are feeding voraciously now in 
 warming springtime waters. Here’s how they � ll a box 
 near the “Cat� sh Capitol of the Universe.”
 >>>By Jerald Horst

101 Marsh Madness
 ‘Green trout’ are on � re in the ponds and marshes o�  
 the East Pearl River this month. Here’s one local angler’s 
 plan of attack.
 >>>By Joel Masson

182 Calling old calls
 Don’t throw out those old wingbones, boxes and slates. 
 With a little TLC, you might have something in your turkey 
 vest that will goad a gobbler into making a fatal mistake.
 >>>By Andy Douglas

76
Gators, birds 
and bass

FISHING HOTSPOTS
161 Delacroix
162 Caney Lake
164 Toledo Bend
166 Bayou Teche 
168 Big Lake

170 Lake Pontchartrain
172 Lake D’Arbonne
172 La� tte
174 Grand Isle
179 Buras

CONTENTS
ON THE COVER: 
Trout Preview



OUTDOOR UPDATE:
16 Caney Lake gives up 

36-pound stringer

DEPARTMENTS:COLUMNS:

After a brutal winter, 
trout anglers across 
the coast are looking 
forward to the start 
of the speck spawn 
this spring — and the 
hard-hitting action 
yellow mouths are 
famous for. Check out 
our extensive trout 
coverage starting on 
page 20. Cover photo 
by Patrick Bonin. 

ON THE COVER:

138  Field Notes
148 New Products
150 Hunting/Fishing Scrapbook
152 Fishing Regulations
154 Sunrise/Sunset Chart
156 Sportsman Astro Tables
158 Sportsman Tide Guide
160 Fishing Hotspots
189 Louisiana Guides
190 Sportsman Classi� eds
192 Advertiser Index

106 Creature Feature By Jerald Horst

108 Ask Capt. Paul By Captain Paul Titus

110 Fly Lines By Catch Cormier

114 Grunts & Gobbles 
    By David Moreland

116 Lure Review By Don Shoopman

118 Game Warden By Keith LaCaze

120 Sticks and Strings By Sammy Romano

122 Happy Trails By Bill Garbo

124 Paddles ‘N Puddles 
    By Chris Holmes

134 Seafood Bible By Jerald & Glenda Horst

50
Toledo Bend 
spawn: Phase 3 

22 LDWF seeks license fee 
increases

PLUS
20 Fewer specks after 

winter’s freezes? 

P.O. Box 1199, Boutte, LA 70039-1199
800.538.4355

Volume 38 | No 4

PUBLISHER: Tony Taylor
EDITOR: Patrick Bonin
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT: Alicia LaFont
PRODUCTION DIRECTOR: Je�  Caldwell
ASSISTANT PRODUCTION MANAGER:
 Desiree P. Lewis
ART DIRECTOR: Rodney Anouilh
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS:
 Je�  Cashio, Kevin Orgeron, Alissa Zeringue
SALES DIRECTOR: Tony Taylor
 504.416.7621/tonyt@lasmag.com
ADVERTISING SALES: 
Mark Hilzim (National Sales), Jay Forrest, Asa 
Faulkner, Brent Comardelle, Mark Boyd, Greg 
Webb, Peter Church, Ron Dorsey, Bret Holten
CONTROLLER: Juanita Guidry
CIRCULATION DIRECTOR:
 Ricky Naquin 985.859.7744/rickyn@lasmag.com
CIRCULATION FIELD MANAGER:
 Tim Stiglets 601.434.1526/timstiglets@comcast.net
CREDIT MANAGER: Rachel Champagne
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER: Bruce Mehrtens
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS: 
  Catch Cormier, Bill Garbo, Chris Ginn, Glynn 

Harris, Chris Holmes, Jerald Horst, Keith LaCaze, 
David Moreland, Don Shoopman, Rusty Tardo, 
Joel Masson, Capt. Paul Titus, Sammy Romano, 
Andy Crawford, Kinny Haddox, David Brown, 
Andy Douglas and Jonathan Olivier.

LOUISIANA SPORTSMAN (USPS665390) is published month-
ly by Louisiana Publishing, Inc., Allen J. Lottinger, President, 
14236 Highway 90, P.O. Box 1199, Boutte, LA 70039. Mailed 
at periodicals postage rates and paid at Baton Rouge, La., 
and additional mailing o�  ces. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Louisiana Sportsman, P.O. Box 433294, Palm Coast, 
FL 32143. All rights reserved. Reproduction of contents is strictly 
prohibited without permission of Louisiana Sportsman. EDITO-
RIAL: Louisiana Sportsman uses free-lance writers throughout 
the state. Call (985) 758-7217 for information on submitting 
articles and photos. Louisiana Sportsman is not responsible for 
the loss of queries, manuscripts or other materials. 

www.LouisianaSPORTSMAN.com

SUBSCRIPTIONS OR
SUBSCRIPTION ISSUES,
CALL 1-855-223-3599
Monday thru Friday, 6 am to 11 pm
Saturday & Sunday, 8 am - 5 pm CST

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES:
 Contact Tony Taylor
 email: tonyt@lasmag.com/504.416.7621

93
Des Allemands 
fat catsfat cats

Louisiana Sportsman | April 201814



www.LouisianaSportsman.com April 2018 | Louisiana Sportsman 15



Louisiana Sportsman | April 201816

In the span of about 30 minutes on 
a dreary, drizzly morning on Caney 
Lake, Hunter Freeman and Corey 
Harris experienced a bite so epic 

most bass anglers’ wildest dreams prob-
ably wouldn’t even come close to what 
actually happened out on the water.

Try to wrap your head around just a 
few of the mind-blowing stats from their 
trip on Feb. 26: Freeman’s second cast 
netted a 7-pounder. The biggest fish of 
the day weighed 9.68 pounds, and they 
had about 30 pounds in their livewell by 
7:05 a.m. — after less than 30 minutes of 
fishing. Of the more than 25 total bass 
caught, every last one weighed more 
than 5 pounds, with the exception of just 
three or four fish.

When the dust settled by about 9:20, 

they headed to Hook’s Marina and 
weighed in a five-fish bag that tipped the 
certified scales there at 36.3 pounds. 

“By 7:15, we probably had all the fish 
we weighed,” said Freeman, 21, of West 
Monroe, a junior at ULM and a member 
of the Warhawks’ bass team. “We actu-
ally had a couple more break us off on 
the spot, so you never know what could 
have been.

“It was crazy. It was one of those things 
you probably never experience again 
in your life. That was a big ball of pre-
spawners, and I think we just pulled up 
on the right day at the right time.”

In the frenzied bite, Freeman said most 
of the damage came on a barfish Strike 
King 8XD crankbait and an okie-colored 
Bryant’s Custom football jig. The men 

were fishing in 16 to 18 feet of water.
“It was right off the bat,” he said. “I 

caught one close to 7 on my second cast, 
and every cast after that one of us caught 
one — and we doubled up on 5-pounders 
on several occasions.”

All of the fish were released back into 
the lake — after the duo took their pic-
tures with the lunkers to commemorate 
a day on the water they’ll likely never 
forget.

“Whenever I caught the 9.68, we pretty 
much knew we were over 35, maybe get-
ting close to 40,” Freeman said. “So we 
went up to the marina to get an official 
weight on it ….

“This was the best day I’ve ever had.” ■

Caney Lake gives 
up 36-pound 
stringer By Patrick Bonin

Freeman, Harris had 30 pounds in their livewell — by 7 a.m. 

Hunter Freeman, left, and Corey Harris show off their five 
best fish landed during an epic morning on Caney Lake. 
Their stringer tipped the scales at 36.3 pounds, including 
the heaviest bass, which weighed 9.68 pounds.

Outdoor Update

2727 West Park Ave., Gray, LA 70359  985.876.2555
www.customcorrugated.net   

Locally Owned & Locally Manufactured...

Serving Southern Louisiana & Mississippi For Over 10 Years

MADE IN THE USA!
METAL BUILDING & ROOFING SPECIALS!
HIGHEST QUALITY MATERIALS FOR THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES

24 X 24 X 10

20x50x14 Boat/RV Storage

40 X 60 X 14 50 X 50 X 15

30X60X12

includes 1-3070 Door, 2-10X10 
& 1-12X14 openings

w/front porch,  includes 1-3070 door 
& 12X12 opening

Our in-house team can custom design, engineer & fabricate
any size building to meet your needs.

All Buildings Include...
•  Heavy I Beam Pre-Engineered 

Bolt Together Construction
•  26 Ga 40 Year Warranty Color 

Walls & Trim
• Lifetime Fasteners
•  Includes Erection Drawings & 

Anchor Bolt Plans... 

IT’S TIME FOR A
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Metal Roof Advantages:
• Possible insurance discounts
• More strength and durability than shingles
• Estimated 60% heat refl ectance rating
• Estimated 40% savings on energy costs
• 40 year warranty on most roofi ng metal
• Better resistance to high winds, hail, snow, and burning embers

ALL PRIME 
#1 MATERIAL
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Secondary!
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Troy Borill has been a man on a mission for about the 
last five years or so, actively hunting predators in 
Acadia Parish that impact deer and their habitat like 

wild hogs, coyotes and bobcats. 
On Feb. 5, the 48-year-old pharmaceutical salesman 

dropped a giant trophy — but it didn’t have a gnarly rack or 
a huge inside spread.

It did, however, have a wicked set of teeth — it was a mas-
sive male bobcat that tipped the scales at a whopping 38 
pounds, and no one he’s talked to — including a couple of 
biologists with the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries — has seen one that big in a long time.

“I never even noticed the cat out there. A lot of times what 
they’ll do is come out the woods a few feet and just sit. They 
don’t start their stalking process right away — they’ll sit 
tight and look to see what’s causing the noise or the dis-
tress,” said the hunter, who was trying out his new Primos 

38-pound 
bobcat busted 
in acadia parish

By Patrick Bonin

Troy Borill shot this big 38-pound 
male bobcat in Acadia Parish. 

Outdoor Update
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Boss Dogg remote electronic preda-
tor caller that evening. “So the sun 
had just about set and I looked out 
about 80 yards and said, “I don’t 
remember that stump being there.’ 
They’re so camouflaged you can’t 
see them with the naked eye. So I 
got my binoculars and looked at 
him and still couldn’t tell it was a 
cat — until he moved his head.”

He was positioned in a box stand 
about 85 yards away, and was alter-
nating playing a young cottontail in 
distress call with a baby cottontail 
and an adult cottontail call.

“He was facing me, and I didn’t 
want to give him a chance to figure 
out what was going on. I had a good 
rest in the box stand, so I aimed for 
his chest and he fell right there,” he 
said. “I didn’t realize how big he was 
until I walked up on him.”

About five years ago, he shot a 
30-pounder, which was dwarfed by 

this cat.
“When I walked up on this one, I 

said, ‘Man, this cat is humongous,’” 
he said. “A Houston friend sent me a 
website about a big bobcat contest 
in Texas this year, and the winner 
was 38 pounds and it paid $47,000. 
And the second place winner wasn’t 
even 30 pounds.

“I was like, ‘Man, I’d have taken 
second place for sure — and it paid 
$27,000.”

The big cat is still in the freezer, 
awaiting a trip to the taxidermist 
for what will likely be a very impres-
sive full-body mount.

“I haven’t had a person yet say, ‘I 
killed one that big,’ or ‘I’ve seen one 
that big around here.’ You just don’t 
see a bobcat that weighs 38 to 40 
pounds in Louisiana,” he said. “I 
almost have to mount him now to 
do him some justice.” ■
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Exceptional Boats-Surprisingly Affordable

5657 E. St. Bernard Hwy • Violet, LA 70092

504-682-5252
www.tims-marine.comwww.tims-marine.com

• Yamaha F90XA • Flip/Flop Ice Chest 
   Seat

• Single Axle Trailer

Island Bay 18

• Yamaha VF150LA • Tandem Axle Trailer • Leaning Post

Tournament 214

• Yamaha F300XCA • T-Top • Tandem axle trailer

Masters267

*includes trailer; pricing after all dealer and mfg. rebates applied, prices do not reflect costs related to dealer prep, freight, tax, title, license, reg. fees.

• Yamaha F90XA • Leaning post • Single axle trailer

Island Reef 19

• Yamaha VF200LA • Leaning Post • Tandem Axle Trailer

Tournament 234

• Yamaha F150XB • T-Top •Tandem Axle Trailer• Yamaha F150XB

252 Open

Hard freezes in January 
could mean less fish, 
LDWF biologist says

By Patrick Bonin

If this spring and summer don’t 
meet your lofty expectations of 
boxes filled with hard-hitting yel-
lowmouths, don’t blame yourself, 

your rod, your lures or even that bunch 
of bananas smuggled onboard your boat 
without your knowledge.

Just blame Mother Nature.
The winter of 2018 roared in like a lion, 

with six January days officially below freez-
ing in New Orleans over about the first two 
weeks of the month — including a bone-
chilling low of 19 degrees on Jan. 17. 

And if you were cold during that stretch 
while wrapped up in blankets on the sofa 
across from a nice roaring fire, imagine 
being a speckled trout. 

North winds blew in, sucked some 
marshes dry and lowered water levels 
across the coast. Trout seeking deeper 
water to find the warmest conditions 
available were left high and dry, with lots 
of their traditional wintertime haunts 
unavailable.

And although no major fish kills were 
reported to the Louisiana Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries this winter, a 
biologist there says the potential of a 
lean trout year is definitely a possibility.

Reduced 
availability?

“With the freezes, likely you’re going to 
see some reduced availability this year,” 
said Jason Adriance, finfish program 

Trout anglers might not be all smiles if the 
hard freezes the Louisiana coast experienced in 
January adversely affect specks this spring. 

Speck forecast: 
fewer trout 
this spring?

Pa
tri

ck
 Bo

nin

Outdoor Update

manager for the LDWF. “We had two 
pretty big waves of cold weather. So 
you’ve got the cold water temperatures 
and the stress associated with that 
— and likely some mortality as well — 
along with low water that occurred.

“So overcrowding happens when all 
those fish hunkered down in one spot 
looking for warmer water.”

Adriance said when water temperatures 
reach about 40 degrees, trout can be 
impacted. And with the duration of the 
two cold snaps, water temps likely got 
lower than that for an extended period 
— even in many places where they typi-
cally can find refuge.

“If there’s time, they start moving to 
deeper water, which tends to be a little 
better-regulated thermally,” he said. “But 
with the freezes we had, there was prob-
ably a lot of cold water everywhere.”

Tough conditions 
for juvenile fish

Smaller fish caught in the cold — say 
a 6-incher spawned last June that was 
destined to be a legal fish later this sum-
mer — might have felt more of an impact 
during the freezes, he said. 

“I would expect juveniles to be a little 

more susceptible, but once you start get-
ting into cold temperatures for that long, 
I suspect size doesn’t matter that much,” 
Adriance said.

And the lack of any reported fish kills 
doesn’t necessarily mean the population 
escaped unscathed, he said. 

“We likely had some number (of deaths) 
go unnoticed, and then you can get 
secondary infections that pop up, so that 
could add to those impacts,” Adriance 
said. 

The good news is Mother Nature is 
pretty cyclical — what she takes away, 
she usually gives back.

“Typically, in the second year after a 
freeze, we’ve seen rebounds,” he said. 
“That’s not for certain, but that’s what 
we’ve seen. After the ’89 freeze, it was 
a little barren in ’90, but I think things 
picked up in ’91 again. 

“The bottom line is anglers likely are 
going to see some reduced availability 
— that’s just typically what happens the 
year after a significant freeze.”

Well, you can’t catch ‘em from the liv-
ing room sofa — so go out and give it a 
try. But this spring especially, you might 
want to leave the bananas at home. ■
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for the first time in 18 years, the 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries is proposing restruc-

turing hunting and fishing license fees — 
a move that could generate $10.4 million 
in annual revenue for the agency if the 
state Legislature approves the plan dur-
ing the regular session.

The Department, which does not receive 
any state general fund money but is heav-
ily dependent on oil and gas mineral rev-
enues and user fees to operate, has seen 
its expenses exceed revenues for about the 
last three years — and that pattern is pro-
jected to continue through at least 2020.

“Since 2015-16, expenditures have evened 
up with revenues, and since then you’re 
looking at deficit spending, which is not 
a sustainable way for you to operate your 
checkbook — or for us to operate this 

agency,” said Cole Garrett, LDWF’s execu-
tive counsel. “We don’t want to be in the 
position our Legislature finds itself in — 
which is trying to plug a hole — and we 
definitely don’t want to be reliant as a state 
general fund agency.”

The three-pronged approach would 
streamline the number of hunting and 
fishing licenses offered from 117 to 30 
and bring the department’s fee structure 
in line with other Gulf states, focus on 

internal steps to save money and also 
capitalize on available federal dollars 
Louisiana is currently missing out on 
based on the number of certified hunters 
and anglers living here.

Under the new plan, basic hunting and 
fishing licenses would increase by about 30 
percent from their current prices. A new 
standalone crab license would be required 
for $5 and would cover those using traps 
or fishing on the side of the road. One 

major change would be a $5 
youth hunting license, which 
has no minimum age and would 
be required only for deer and 
turkey.

Another aspect of the new 
plan is that it would raise the 
senior discount age from 60 to 
65. Currently, senior residents 
age 60 and up get a combo 
fish/hunt license for just $5. 

Under the new proposal, 
seniors 65 and up would get 
a 50 percent discount and 
pay $6.75 for a basic fishing 
license, $6.50 for a saltwater 
license and $2.50 for a crab-
bing license. Additionally, 
65-plus seniors would pay half 
price for hunting privileges, 
meaning $10 for basic hunting, 
$10 for deer, $5 for waterfowl 
and $10 for turkey. 

If the plan is ultimately 
approved, fee increases for rec-
reational hunters and anglers 
wouldn’t go into effect until 
July 1, 2019.

For more details on the new 
plan, go to www.wlf.louisiana.
gov/priceofparadise. ■

Resident hunting and fishing license fees will increase by about 30 percent if the Louisiana Legislature 
passes a proposal put forth by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.
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And with the STAR Performance 
System–it’ll get you there fast!
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Fishing a Louisiana Media Bass singles tournament on 
Lake Claiborne, things didn’t exactly start out well for 
Chris Clement.

On his very first trip to Lake Claiborne near Homer, 
the 44-year-old mechanic shop owner from Bastrop endured 
enough headaches to make him want to give up.

“(That) Saturday, I was trying to learn the lake because I’d 
never been to Claiborne before,” Clement said. “I high-centered 
my boat in a few inches of water and it took more than an hour 
to get it off the hump. Also, I never got the first bite that day.”

But there’s more. On tournament day, Feb. 18, Clement 
decided to fish Horse Creek near the dam and encountered 
another problem that could have resulted in serious conse-
quences.

“I turned off the main lake into the creek and was headed 
toward the back of the creek going wide open when the throttle 

Lake Claiborne 
gives up 
12-pound-plus 
hawg By Glynn Harris 

lunker smashes spinnerbait

Bastrop’s Chris Clement caught this giant largemouth bass during 
a Media Bass tournament on Lake Claiborne. After weighing-in the 
12.79-pound lunker, Clement released the fish back into the lake.

Outdoor Update
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stuck and I couldn’t slow the 
boat down,” he said. “To keep 
from running into a stump 
or out the end of the creek, I 
slammed it into reverse with 
the consequence being I spun 
a hub on my motor. 

“After finally getting it 
stopped, I lowered my trolling 
motor and started fishing.”

Apparently, the fishing 
gods decided at that point 
he’d endured enough heart-
ache, and his luck started to 
change. 

After about an hour of work-
ing a jig along a row of stumps 
in the back of the creek, 
Clement set the hook on a 
solid 5-pounder. 

“Then around 9, I decided to 
switch baits, and picked up 
my rod with a ⅜-ounce War 
Eagle white hot chartreuse 
and white double-willow leaf 
spinnerbait, and cast it to a 
stump that had a limb hang-
ing over it,” he said. “I eased 
the bait over the limb, let it 
drop and a big fish nailed it.”

Thinking he may have tied 
into a big choupique, he held 
on as the fish twisted and 
turned and stayed beneath the 
surface until it finally came to 
the top near the boat, clearing 
the water by 18 inches.

“When I saw what I had, 
my heart got to racing and I 
held on. I don’t use a dip net 
so I knew I had to get the fish 
close enough to lip it,” he said. 
“On the first try, I missed, and 
she dove under the boat but 
I was finally able to work her 
out and grabbed her and put 
her in the boat.”

The big bass tipped the 
scales at 12.79 pounds — 
potentially Claiborne’s record 
— and after the weigh-in for 
the tournament, which he 
won with four fish weigh-
ing 23.69 pounds, Clement 
released the big bass and 
watched it swim away none 
the worse for wear. ■
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After last summer’s extended 
federal season, harvest num-
bers Gulf-wide indicate red 
snapper were overfished by 

212 percent — even though Louisiana 
anglers actually brought less fish to the 
docks than the state’s historical quota.

But Patrick Banks, the assistant sec-
retary of fisheries for the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 
said that despite that over-harvest by 
other Gulf states, there likely will still 
be a concurrent state and federal red 
snapper season in the Gulf this summer 
because of an exempted fishing permit 
filed with NOAA Fisheries.

“The hope is they will approve that 
exempted fishing permit, which is basi-
cally a test of state management,” Banks 

said. “One of the big things about state 
management is you bring the state and 
federal season together in one season so 
you’re not having one open at a different 
time than the other.

“Obviously, the (Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries) Commission has the power 
to set a state season if they want to. But 
we’re hoping they’ll hold off and wait for 
this EFP to get approved.”

In late February, Banks told Louisiana 
Sportsman he requested the state’s 
historical quota of 1.1 million pounds of 
snapper in the EFP. NOAA can ultimately 
approve or reject that number, but it will 
be up to the individual states to deter-
mine season dates.

“We had 42 days last year and we didn’t 
even make it to the historical quota, and 

that historical quota is what we’re asking 
for in this EFP,” he said. “Now it will be 
up to NOAA whether they give us that 
historical quota, but I haven’t had any 
indication from the private rec side that 
they won’t.

“So my anticipation is the season would 
be somewhere north of the 40 days we 
had last year.”

In the EFP application, Louisiana’s 
season would open the Friday before 
Memorial Day, May 25, in both state and 
federal waters, with the actual season 
structure based on public input. It could 
range from three-day weekends to seven 
days a week, depending on what the 
Commission ultimately decides. ■

Red snapper seasons 
expected to open in 
late-May By Patrick Bonin

No firm dates have been set, but officials expect the 
state and federal red snapper seasons to run concur-
rently for Louisiana anglers this summer, possibly 
beginning the Friday before Memorial Day, May. 25.

Outdoor Update
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The Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries banned 
supplemental deer feeding in 

three Northeastern Louisiana parishes 
in March to curb the potential spread 
of chronic wasting disease, which was 

discovered in a Mississippi buck earlier 
this year.

The feeding ban in East Carroll, 
Madison and Tensas parishes came 
about after a buck in Issaquena County, 
Miss. tested positive on Jan. 25. 

That deer was found only a few miles 
from the Louisiana border on the east 
side of the Mississippi River, according 
to a news release from the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

The declaration stated the purpose of 
the feeding ban is to reduce 
the potential spread of CWD 
into the state by reducing the 
risk of exposure when deer 
are concentrated around 
feeding sites. 

The use of bait not normally 
ingested by deer for feral hog 
trapping will still be allowed, 
but the bait must be placed 
and contained within the 
trap itself. Backyard bird 
feeders will still be allowed. 

CWD is a neurodegenerative 
disease found in most deer 
species, including moose, elk, 
mule deer and white-tailed 
deer, and is always fatal. It 
causes irreversible damage 
to brain tissue that leads 
to salivation, neurological 
symptoms, emaciation and 
ultimately the death of the 
animal.

But deer infected with CWD 
can spread the disease even 
before symptoms develop, 
and it can take one to two 
years for infected animals to 
become symptomatic. ■

LDWF bans supplemental deer 
feeding in three parishes

From News ReportsEffort is to curb potential spread of CWD 

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries banned 
supplemental feeding last month in three Northeastern 
Louisiana parishes to curb the potential spread of CWD, 
which was discovered in a Mississippi buck earlier this year.

Outdoor Update
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Bring this ad in for
10% OFF PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

with purchase of trailer

SERVING ACADIANA AND THE SURROUNDING AREA
EQUIPPED TO HANDLE ALL YOUR TRAILER NEEDS

3605 US HWY 90 EAST • BROUSSARD, LA 70518
337-347-9995

BROUSSARD

New Orleans City 
Park record bass

Lake Pontchartrain 
Trout

Broc Corcoran caught this certified 9.3-pound lunker on a 
soft-plastic minnow on March 5, officially making it the 
biggest largemouth to come out of City Park by 2 ounces. 
Corcoran, who released the fish back near its bed, said he 
caught it near Scout’s Island. 
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Larry Mallet caught this 12.12-pound Toledo Bend hawg on March 
4 fishing flats in Housen Bay. The giant bass, which hit a Senko-
type plastic lure in 6 to 7 feet of water and was returned to the 
reservoir, is Mallet’s second 12-pounder caught at the Bend. 

Jacob Hearne reeled in this whopping 12.94-pound largemouth 
on March 1 with a California craw-colored Rage Craw. Interestingly 
enough, the big female had already spawned-out, and was 
returned to Caney to swim another day.
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Caney Lake 
gives up 
another 
hammer

Lunker Spotlight

Texas angler 
catches Toledo 
Bend 12-pounder

Louis Paretti caught this giant speckled 
trout trolling canals on the northern 
end of Lake Pontchartrain on Thursday, 
March 8, using a 3/8-ounce GoldenEye 
jighead and a tiger bait Matrix Shad. The 
big speck tipped certified scales at 7.2 
pounds.
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This month marks the real start of the trout-
fishing season, and Capt. Marty LaCoste 
knows there are plenty of specks to be had 
in the marshes surrounding Dularge.

Sportsman 

Trout 

Preview

> Top 3 Hotspots opposite page
> Mistakes to avoid pg 44
> topwater tactics pg 140
> statewide reports pg 160
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trout
hotspots

Top 3

If your freezer is lacking speck fillets, theses 
are the three places you need to visit this spring 
— with local guides sharing tactics on how to 
put meat in the box.

By Andy Crawford

Lake Pontchartrain is known for its big springtime 
trout, and the Trestles is one of the perennial hotspots. 
The only fly in the ointment is the opening of the 
Bonnet Carré Spillway in March.

T his winter has been 
miserable, with frigid 
temperatures putting 
speckled trout all along 

the coast into lethargic moods.
Sure, redfish took up the slack, 

but let’s face it: Speckled trout 
eat far better than reds.

So the spring warmup is a 
welcome change, finally pulling 
specks out of their winter holes 
to start feasting on bait that 
begins pouring into the marshes 
this month.

Unlike other coastal states, 
Louisiana offers amazing 
options. From the Mississippi 
state line west to Texas, trout 

simply swarm the fertile waters.
That means with the probable 

exception of Cypremort Point 
and possibly the mouth of the 
Mississippi, both of which are 
at the whim of the rivers that 
dominate those areas, anglers 
can find good options anywhere 
there’s a bit of salt in the water.

But why settle for good when 
you can up your odds by target-
ing the very best of the state’s 
trout fishing locales?

Editor’s note: As your April 
issue of Louisiana Sportsman was 
headed to press, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers announced plans to open the 
Bonnet Carré Spillway because of poten-
tial flooding concerns along the lower 
Mississippi River. 

Of course, the opening will have a big 
impact on April and May speckled trout 
fishing in Lake Pontchartrain. Stay tuned 
to LouisianaSportsman.com for current 
Spillway updates.

>

An
dy

 Cr
aw

fo
rd

Courte
sy Chas Champagne



Louisiana Sportsman | April 201838

T
o that end, we reached out to 
guides in the three fisheries 
that offer optimal opportuni-
ties to trout fishermen this 
spring.

Here’s what they had to say about how 
you can load the boat early and often:

Lake Pontchartrain
If you haven’t fished Lake 

Pontchartrain, it’s likely to test your 
trout-catching skills. It can be difficult. 
Tough. Absolutely maddening.

But it’s also packed with fish — and 
plenty of them top the school trout clas-
sification.

And now is when you need to launch 
your boat.

“April and May are two of the prime 
months,” said Matrix Shad’s Chas 
Champagne, who spends as much time 
as possible fishing the huge lake.

There are some shoreline areas that 
will hold fish, and artificial reefs are defi-

Sportsman 
April Trout Preview

nitely places to be looked at.
However, the main attractions are the 

bridges: the Interstate 10 Twin Spans, 
the Highway 11 bridge, the Trestles train 
bridge and the Causeway.

If you want the best opportunity, 
Champagne said there is a clear winner.

“The Trestles is, by far, the most consis-
tent of the bridges,” he said.

Each bridge, however, holds big fish. 

www.cypresscove.net

178 DLV 90 HP Four Stroke

3663 PONTCHARTRAIN DR. • SLIDELL, LA

985-643-6668

Boats Are All New 2016 Models And Engines 
Are 2018 Models Includes Galvanized And 
Aluminum Trailers.

1306 S. HAUGH AVE, STE. A • PICAYUNE, MS

601-798-4700 “Like” us on Facebook

Boating Center

$23,500
Blow Out Sale!

All New Warranties Apply.
Additional Models On Sale.

1306 S. HAUGH AVE, STE. A • PICAYUNE, MS
Boating Center

Anglers should be able to catch some logs off the Highway 11 bridge, 
but the trout can be tucked underneath the spans — so be sure you’re 
working your lure beneath the pilings all the way back to the boat.
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And each fishes a little different, so you 
have to be ready to adjust.

For instance, the Causeway and 
Highway 11 offer anglers the ability to 
catch fish from beneath the spans.

Champagne said the key on these 
spans is to cast between the pilings and 
work back to the boat, ensuring your jig 
reaches the bottom and works right next 
to the bridge supports.

“On the Causeway and Highway 11, you 
are not going to catch a fish if you aren’t 
grazing those pilings,” he explained. “So 
casting accuracy is critical.”

The bottom beneath the Trestles, on the 
other hand, is not friendly to anglers.

“The Trestles is full of snags, 
so if you throw under it you’ll 
go through 2,000 jigheads in 
a day,” Champagne said. “So 
you want to back off with 
your trolling motor about a 
cast away ( from the bridge) 
and throw at the pilings. 
You’ll notice the fish are 
going to be tight to the pil-
ings or way off.”

If you’re after the huge trout 
for which the lake is known, 
pounding the Highway 11 
span is your best bet.

“Every 7-pounder or bet-
ter I’ve caught has come 
off the Highway 11 bridge,” 
Champagne said.

The biggest challenge Lake 
Pontchartrain newbies face is 
the difference between fish-
ing other coastal waters and 
this huge body of water.

“You have to understand 
how to fish deep water,” 
Champagne said. “South 
Louisiana anglers are so used 
to fishing 2- to 6-foot water, 
where they can fish topwa-
ters and stuff like that. That’s 
not going to cut it in (Lake 
Pontchartrain).

“You’re fishing water that is 
10 to 20 feet (deep), depend-
ing on the bridge and loca-
tion. You need to be good at 
deep-water fishing.”

Add to that impacts of wind 
and current, and the result is 
a steep learning curve.

But it’s worth putting in the 

time to figuring it all out.
Champagne said he never turns away 

from plastics, but definitely leaves the 
popping corks at home.

Instead, this is a tightline game, with 
heavy jigs (⅜ to ½ ounce) being the 
best bets because it allows anglers to 
overcome current and reach the bottom, 
where big trout live.

However, Champagne admitted live 
shrimp can be deadly. And now, thanks 

to changes in Louisiana laws, marinas 
can legally sell live bait year round, so 
anglers can find live shrimp in April and 
May — even though the crustaceans 
don’t naturally enter the lake until at 
least May.

If you decide to go that route, 
Carolina rigs and drop shots work. But 
Champagne said another tactic can be 
even better.

“A sliding cork is really good,” he said. 
“You can just open the bail and let the 
current pull the (shrimp) along. It’s 
allowing you to cover more water. And it 
just looks natural in the water.”

>

“The Trestles is, by far, 
the most consistent 

of the bridges.”
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April TrouT preview

dularge
& cocodrie

Perhaps the most-consistent 
trout fishery in the state right 
now is shared by anglers launch-
ing from Dularge and Cocodrie. 
There are innumerable specks 
swimming in the lakes, bayous 
and nearshore waters.

And the spring provides something for 
everyone — whether you want to stay 
close to the launch or head farther south 
to pick fish off the beaches and wellheads 
bordering the Gulf of Mexico.

“Usually shrimp are in the interior 
lakes,” Capt. Marty LaCoste of Absolute 
Fishing Charters said. “So there are trout 
in the lakes, but fish are actually starting 
to move offshore, too, to the beaches.”

LaCoste said speckled trout teem in the 
larger interior lakes like Lake Mechant, 
Sister Lake and Lost Lake.

“Those are the three main lakes,” he said.
Plastics are his go-to for these areas.

“Inside, I would never, ever have any live 
bait,” LaCoste said. “You just don’t need it.”

A two-pronged attack provides plenty 
of opportunities for box-filling frenzies 
when staying close in.

Diving birds often signal schools of 
trout, which can quickly turn into limits 
of fish swinging onboard.

LaCoste said he carefully eases into 
attack position.

“I’ll come up upwind and stop a couple 
hundred yards away,” LaCoste said. “I’ll 
use the trolling motor, wind and current 
to pull in closer.”

But this veteran guide said he some-

times just uses Mother Nature to save 
time — particularly when he has trouble 
finding willing keepers under the birds.

“Sometimes you pull up to a flock of 
birds and catch one or two fish,” LaCoste 
said. “If I’ve pulled up to a couple of 
flocks and only caught five or six (trout), 
then I’ll get to where I don’t put my troll-
ing motor down.

“I’ll just use the wind and current to 
drift in.”

As he pulls into the birds’ feeding frenzy, 
he makes several casts, but doesn’t waste 
a lot of time before moving to the next 
flock.

Dularge and Cocodrie offer a lot this month, 
with trout still packing the marshes and 
starting to move to the barrier islands, Capt. 
Marty LaCoste said.
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Reefs in these areas also can hold fish, and LaCoste said he 
approaches them the same as picking birds.

The beauty of this time of year is that interior speckled trout 
aren’t the dinks often found in the summer.

“Some years we can catch good trout, too, up until mid-May,” 
LaCoste said.

By the first of May, LaCoste said he’ll be making forays south. 
While there will still be plenty of keepers in the interior lakes, 
this is when many anglers in the know head to the beaches of 
West Timbalier, Last Island and Coon Point to find swarms of 
yellowmouths.

Trout pull to nearshore platforms and reefs, but the beaches 
are better options when winds plague the coast — which is 
often the case in the spring.

“It’s usually windy, and the beaches will give you some protec-
tion,” LaCoste said. “If it’s a 20 mph north wind, I’m not even going 
out there, but a 20 mph south wind we can find protection.”

He said the beaches offer a lot of options.
“There’s reefs on all of these beaches,” LaCoste said. “There are 

wellheads, points. You just move until you find the fish.”
This is when LaCoste stocks up on live shrimp before leaving 

the dock.
“The fish (on the beaches) just quit hitting plastics because 

the majority of boats going out there from Cocodrie are using 
live shrimp,” he explained. “The plastic bite comes to a halt, and 
you have to fish live bait.”

That’s not to say live shrimp are his preferred means of catch-
ing these trout.

“I’m going to fish plastics first,” LaCoste said. “There are days 
we catch them all on plastics and don’t use live shrimp.

“But if we don’t catch them on plastics, we’ll turn to the live 
shrimp. For me, it’s insurance.”

You’ll find solid keepers under feeding 
flocks of gulls this month in the Dularge 
and Cocodrie marshes.

SPORTSMAN
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them on every cast.”
Rue said he’s transitioned 

his operations away from tro-
phy trout fishing, so his bread 
and butter business relies on 
soft-plastic lures.

But he’s not one of those 
who swears by lightweight 
jigs, although there’s a reason 
he has upsized from ¼- to 
⅜-ounce jigheads.

“A couple of years back, I 
started using braid, and I’m 
sold on it,” Rue said. “I don’t 
use anything else.”

He adds a 4- to 6-foot 
25-pound mono leader, with 
Berkley Big Game being his 
go-to material.

And he tops off his rig with a 
Norton Bull Minnow.

This combination performs 
largely like other plastics 
fished on lighter weights.

“The Bull Minnows are 
kind of big, buoyant baits, 
and with that 25-pound 
Big Game, I don’t think my 
⅜-ounce jighead sinks any 
faster than those other guys 
fishing with light jigheads 
(and smaller plastics),” Rue 
explained.

No matter if you go with 
Rue’s setup or stick with 

lighter terminal tackle, it’s critical to 
let the bait settle before beginning the 
retrieve.

“I like to be in constant contact with the 
bottom,” Rue said. “I want to know when 
a fish hits it.”

The exact retrieve changes from day to 
day, however.

“Some days you get there and the fish 
are up on the surface, and when the bait 
hits the water you get a bite,” Rue said. 
“On other days, you have to drag it along 
the bottom.

“You’ve just got to figure it out.” ■

Sportsman 
April Trout Preview

CALcasieu Lake
Any Top 3 list would be worthless if 

it didn’t include Big Lake, which has 
a storied history of producing lunker 
trout.

And, even though the last few years 
have been a little off because of high 
rainfall, April is when things really 
begin heating up.

“In the winter and into the early part 
of the year, a lot of the fish are up the 
system,” Calcasieu Charter Service’s 
Erik Rue said. “As the temperatures 
start to come up and you get some 
shrimp coming into the lower end of 
the system, the big fish start moving 
down.”

That’s when the reefs and hard banks 
on the south end of the Calcasieu Lake 
traditionally load up with trout that 
give anglers weak knees.

Some of that habitat is gone now, 
thanks to erosion and oystering opera-
tions, but Rue said there are still plenty 
of fish to be caught.

#3

Big Lake has changed a lot in the last 
decade, but it still holds some great trout. 
Just find the hard banks and reefs in areas 
like West Cove and make long casts to 
ensure you don’t spook yellow mouths.

“West Cove is still a real hotspot,” he 
said. “Most of that is still intact.”

No matter where you look, the biggest 
key to success is finding the groceries on 
which trout feed.

“In general, you want to find the bait,” 
Rue explained. “Find the shrimp and the 
largest concentrations of mullet, and 
then target those reefs and shorelines 
that are traditionally good spots — that’s 
what you’re going to find trout.”

While some anglers love live bait, Rue 
said it’s not really necessary. He sticks 
mainly with plastics and twitch baits.

“Those twitch baits like the MirrOdine 
— there are times when they are lights 
out,” Rue said. “You’re catching a fish 
here and there with plastics, and then 
you throw out a twitch bait and catch 

> �Common trout 
Mistakes to avoid 
up next
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EVEn IF YoU’rE a DEDICatED WEEKEnD 
WarrIor, tHErE’S aLWaYS morE to 
LEarn aBoUt CatCHIng SpECKS. So 
BE SUrE YoU arEn’t maKIng tHESE 
mIStaKES tHat Can ImpaCt tHE 
nUmBEr oF FISH YoU pUt on ICE.

Common troUt
mIStaKES to aVoID

top 3
By Andy Crawford

We all live for the days 
when you leave the 
launch and birds are 
diving everywhere — 

and trout seem to fly over the gunnel 
right into the ice chest.

But, unfortunately, those trips seem 
to be the exception instead of the rule. 
The fact is that most anglers go home 
without rounding out their limits.

Sure, they might have pretty decent 
days of fishing, but limits for every-
one on the boat? Those are as rare as 
a Baptist in a bar — it happens, but 
not every day.

So what’s the problem? Well, it’s 
likely that we anglers have developed 
bad habits, and the guides we talked 
to shared three mistakes that can be 
the difference between going home 
with enough fish for a fish fry, or 
barely sliming the deck.

Here are their thoughts:

#1-  QUIEt IS 
aLWaYS BESt

Capt. Erik Rue spends his days on 
water in which 8 feet is deep — and 
most of his targets swim in less than 
5 feet.
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The Calcasieu Charter Service 
owner said spooking shallow-
water trout is a real possibility, so 
he puts a premium on being as 
quiet as possible.

“The No. 1 mistake I see a lot of 
anglers make is they come in on a 
spot they want to fish, and put the 
trolling motor down and troll into 
where they want to be, instead of 
letting the wind push them into 
position,” Rue said.

When working shallow reefs, 
coves and bays, even the sound of 
the trolling motor can give trout 
the heads-up to your presence — 
and send them scurrying for other 
locales. >

Don’t let bad habits keep you from putting fish in the boat. 
INSET: Stalking shallow-water trout can be rewarding, but 
you simply will not be successful if you make a lot of noise.
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Trout Preview

“You don’t want to be 
slamming lids and 
hitting the trolling 
motor in shallow 

water,” Rue said. “I still think being quiet 
is a big deal.”

Even the amount of line spooled onto 
your reel has a bearing on how quiet you 
can be, he said. This is especially impor-
tant when hunting lunker trout.

“I think the average angler has too little 
line on his reel,” Rue said. “If the reel is 
three-quarters spooled, on their best cast 
they are averaging 10, 12, 15 yards closer 
to the boat than I am. 

“That real estate is all the difference in 
the world. If you want to catch big trout, 
you’ve got to be able to cast a long way.”

He attributes silent approaches to 
the success of wade fishing, which is in 
vogue on Calcasieu Lake these days, but 
he said being able to cast farther negates 
the necessity of getting in the water.

“There’s a reason wade fishermen catch 
big trout: They can get a lot closer to the 
fish (without spooking them),” Rue said. 

“But if … they could cast a long way they 
wouldn’t need to get out of the boat.”

So the next time you’re fishing Big Lake 
— or any shallow-water system, for that 
matter — fully spool your reel, stop slam-
ming the lids of your compartments and 
let nature put you in the proper position 
to fish your favorite spots.

“You’ve got to be quiet and cast a long 
way,” Rue said. 

#2 - WATCH THAT LINE
If you’ve fished Lake Pontchartrain 

because you heard all the hype, only to 
give up after a half day without a single 
bite, it’s likely you are making classic 
mistakes.

“You have to let the bait get all the 
way to the bottom,” Matrix Shad’s Chas 
Champagne said. “And you’ve got to 
watch your line.”

OK, so these are technically two mis-
takes, but they are related. And, while 
Champagne was speaking about Lake 
Pontchartrain, the concepts are equally 
important anywhere you fish deep trout 

Fully Furnished Apartments & Bed Rooms
LAUNDROMAT • FISH CLEANING AREA

Full Service Deep Water Marina & Deli
FISHING SUPPLIES & TACKLE

Live, Fresh & Frozen Bait
ICE • FISHING LICENSE

Gas, Diesel & Propane
FULL RV HOOK-UP - 30A & 50A

Lighted Pier For Guest Staying 
In Motel & RV Park

158 Sand Dollar Court Dr, Grand Isle, LA
Motel/Apts: 985-787-2893
Marina/Deli: 985-787-2500

1618 LA. Hwy 1 • Grand Isle, LA

www.bridgesidecabinsandmarina.net
Cabins: 985-787-2418  Marina: 985-787-2419

Bridge Side Cabins and Marina is truly a
full-service facility having everything the 

vacationer, camper, and fisherman would want!
Live Bait (shrimp, croakers, minnows) • Boat Launch & Slips
Ice • Fishing Tackle • Fuel (non-ethanol gas, diesel, propane)

Deli • Fully Furnished Cabins • Waterfront Camps
Campgrounds (water, electricity, sewage)

Lighted Fishing Piers • Pavilion • Fishing Cleaning Pier

Deep-water trout are notoriously finicky, with arm-
stretching strikes fairly uncommon. So watch your line 
for any subtle sign that a fish has picked up your lure.
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(think nearshore platforms).
The key is to use a ⅜- or 

½-ounce jig to get the bait all 
the way to the bottom — and 
do it often enough to know 
how long it takes to go all the 
way through the water column.

That allows you to pick up 
on the clues signaling the 
most subtle of bites.

“If it’s taking 3 seconds to 
get to the bottom and the 
lure looks like it reaches it in 
2, it’s probably a fish that is 
either swimming to you or is 
sitting there with the lure in 
its mouth,” Champagne said. 
“You won’t feel it, but that 
could be a trout.”

So watch your line closely for 
any anomaly.

“You might see the line move 
to the side a little, or it just 
goes slack when it should 
be falling,” Champagne 
explained.

Being able to actually see 
these visual clues means line 
choice is critically impor-
tant — and braids that are 
so popular nowadays really 
aren’t the best options.

“Most PowerPro is that forest 
green — and you’re not going 
to be able to see that line,” 
Champagne said. “So if you go 
with braid, use white or yel-
low. You can use a fluorocar-
bon leader if you feel like the 
fish are going to see the braid.”

However, he and most of 
the consistent Pontchartrain 
anglers go old school, prefer-
ring a line that is easier to see 
than hair-thin braid.

“We all use monofilament 
that we can see,” Champagne 
said.

His favorite for years was Stren 
clear/blue, and now he sells 
Matrix Line made to his specs.

“We just carry 14- and 
17-pound test, which is per-
fect for the lake,” Champagne 
said. “It’s all about being able 
to see the line.” 504-340-0344

504-340-5221

337-433-7019
3909 HWY 90 EAST
LAKE CHARLES, LA

Alweld Boats offers a 
wide variety of makes and 
models for 12’ to 28’ of all 
welded aluminum boats. 

lamarine@suddenlinkmail.com
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The New

#3 - �Don’t sit too long
We’re all creatures of habit who, by nature, dislike change. So 

when we launch our boats, the odds are we head directly to the 
places we know — honey holes where success has been found 
during previous trips.

But living in the past can lead to frustration and empty ice 
chests.

That’s why Absolute Fishing Charter’s Capt. Marty LaCoste 
said it’s imperative to be mobile.

“Staying in one place too long is the biggest mistake a lot of 
anglers make,” LaCoste said. “They sit in one place for an hour 
and catch three or four fish.”

Many believe they just have to wait out the bite, but LaCoste 
said the better — and faster — way to build limits is to leave 
your comfort zone and find fish in the feeding mood.

“Move, move, move until you find fish,” LaCoste said. “You 
don’t want to wait an hour to catch five or six fish.”

Some anglers simply get lost in the seemingly innumerable 
options available in the marsh, but LaCoste said finding new 
hotspots is a just matter of finding the right conditions.

“Look for moving water. Look for current lines. Look for bait,” 
the guide said. “Look for all those things to find fish.”

But if you pull up to a nice current line sweeping around a 
point and don’t get a bite in 15 or 
20 minutes, it’s probably time to 
find another spot.

“If you move to enough spots, 
you’ll find fish,” LaCoste said. 
“You could be done by 9:30 in the 
morning instead of having to fish 
all day.” ■

Don’t camp out in one spot, even if you caught 
trout there yesterday. If you don’t get a bite in 15 
or 20 minutes, it’s better to move to another area.

Andy Crawford has 
spent nearly his entire 
career writing about and 
photographing Louisi-
ana’s hunting and fish-
ing community. Learn 
more about his work at 
www.AndyCrawford.
Photography.

>
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After a freezing winter and a 
wet spring, the spawn marches 

on at the Bend. Here’s the 
pros’ plan of attack in April.

tOLedO 
bend
sPawn:
Phase  3

pros’ plan of attack in April.

tOLedO 
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To everything (turn , turn , turn).
Th ere  is a  season  (turn , turn , turn),
And  a  time  to every purpose , under heaven .

it’s unclear if The Byrds were bass anglers, 
but their 1965 hit fairly summarizes the 
general shape of things on Toledo Bend. 

The spawn has been underway for some time now and, 
while it’s certainly not over, we’re definitely moving 

toward that finality.
The thing about this massive Sabine River 

reservoir we share with our Texas 
neighbors is that its length 

and significantly differing 
habitats promote a 

stratified spawning season. That means what has already 
happened in the shallow, darker upper end is probably 
trailing off in the mid region and likely upcoming in the 
deep, clear lower end.

“I’m going to be shifting my focus farther down the lake 
as time goes on, because the spawn happens north-to-
south,” said FLW Southwestern pro Nick Lebrun. “You 
will have fish spawning all over the lake at once, but 
when it’s wrapping up toward the end (late April-May), 
I think that most of your fish that are still on beds are 
going to be on that lower-third of the lake.”

Bassmaster Elite Series pro Russ Lane agrees: “If you 
envision that lake heating up; what would be the last 
place to make it to that 57- to 58-degree mark — that 
would be the south end. It wouldn’t be in the pockets, it 

would be on the points in the mouths of the pockets.
“If it’s getting late in the spring and the water’s in 

the upper-60s and lower-70s everywhere, and 
you go to the riprap at the dam and that water 
is 57 degrees, there will be fish spawning on that 
riprap. That’s the last place where the condi-
tions are right. You just have to envision how 

this body of water heats up and you can pat-
tern the fish by doing that.”
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Last caLL up next >
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Toledo Bend spawn: Phase 3

>

Last call
Lebrun believes the key consideration 

for this final stage of the Toledo Bend 
spawn will be water level. After some 
soggy late-February rains, the lake was 
right at 172 feet.

“In years when the lake stays is low in 
April, sight fishing is going to be the main 
deal for those spawners,” he said. “If I’m 
in an area with a lot of good-sized spawn-
ers, I may try to get there early, right at 
daylight and do some blind casting.

“But I love looking at them; and if 
they’re big ones and they’re locked on, 
a lot of times sight fishing is the deal on 
that lake.”

While there’s a lot to be said for your 
natural colors like green pumpkin, as 
well as the bream-imitating black and 
blue, sight fishermen often find white 
is hard to beat. And not so much for its 
fish-fooling prowess — truth be told, bed 
fish don’t want any creature of any color 
anywhere near their bed. Rather, it’s sim-
ply a matter of observation advantage. 

times that fish wants that segmented, 
natural looking craw and he wants that 
lazier, more subtle action. He doesn’t 
want those legs moving all that much. 
Normally, I’d throw that Wild Craw Jr. 
when the fish won’t eat the J Bug.”

Now, when low light or vegetation con-
ceals spawners, Lebrun often employs 
a tactic most experienced Toledo Bend 
anglers know as a fish locator. Run a 
soft body swimbait like the Reaction 
Innovations Skinny Dipper, YUM Pulse 
or Berkley Havoc Grass Pig, through 
likely areas and see who moves. If one 
bites, great, but even a swirl or follow 
tells you where to focus your efforts.

“A lot of that depends on the pressure 
the lake is getting,” Lebrun said. “If it’s 
on a Saturday and you’re in a 200-boat 
tournament and there’s a 300-boat high 
school tournament and it’s bright sun 
with no wind, a lot of times chunking 
and winding, or blind casting is just not 
going to work. 

“But, if there’s not that much fishing 
pressure and you have some cloud cover 
and the wind’s blowing, that swimbait 
can work. Or I like to use a 6th Sense 
Movement 80x crankbait, which is a 
really good bream imitator. A lot of 
times, I like to throw that while I’m look-
ing for bed fish so I can have two types 
of presentations.”

White plastics are a good bet for the Toledo 
Bend spawn, as you can easily see when a 
fish picks up the Texas-rigged offering.

When you’re staying back from a nervous 
bed fish, light refraction, clouds, etc. can 
make it tough to see the pick up. But 
white baits stand out clearly in most any 
scenario, so if you pitch into the bed and 
your white bait disappears, set the hook.

“I like a V&M J Bug and a lot of times, 
I’ll dye the legs chartreuse or red,” 
Lebrun said. “Sometimes, I’ll pinch off 
the bait’s upper two legs so it only has 
the bottom two flappers. I want to keep 
that bait compact because that gives the 
fish less to nip at.”

Another of Lebrun’s bed fishing strategies 
is to occasionally sub in a V&M Wild Craw 
Jr., a bait he described as having a lazy, 
irregular action, as opposed to the tighter 
look of the J Bug. The latter, he said, is his 
go-to, but when the fish play hard-to-get, a 
little variety can close the deal.

“Every bed fish is different and the 
larger they are, the more contrary they 
can be,” Lebrun said. “I don’t stress 
out trying to overthink it, but some-
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Meal
delivery
schedule

On the way out 
up next >

Big, cantankerous bass are the highlight 
of the Toledo Bend spawn.

The good Lord knows that postspawn bass will be 
hungry, so He timed nature’s progression to make sure 
those recuperating fish had plenty to eat. Bluegill sacri-
fice many of their numbers to feed the bass who were 
probably holding a grudge for all that nest raiding the 
bream attempted. However, the spring shad spawn often 
prompts bass to some mighty strategic movements.

“The last stage of the spawn coincides with the shad 
spawn, so some of the bass will leave their beds to snack 
on spawning shad and then return,” said Bassmaster Elite 
pro John Crews. “Also, postspawners will feed on shad.”

Where it happens: Hard edges like docks, seawalls and 
grass lines. Look for the flickering and flashing of thou-
sands of baitfish doing the hippity-dippity.

When it happens: Shad spawn at night, with about an 
hour of activity after daybreak. Cloudy or overcast skies 
can extend the frenzy past this period.

What to throw: Moving baits are most common with 
spinnerbaits, swimbaits, swim jigs and shallow running 
crankbaits — all in chartreuse, whites, and grays to match 
the shad.

Jordan Lee, the 2017 Bassmaster Classic champ from 
Alabama, knows that docks near the entrance/exit to 
spawning pockets can be good bets for intercepting post-
spawners and shad spawns. He likes to pitch jigs, but he’ll 
also throw moving baits like a squarebill crankbait. To that 
list, Crews adds a white Spro Popping frog.

Whatever your preference, keep your distance, stay off 
the shad and work your baits aggressively. This is a time of 
great activity, and mimicking the mayhem gets you bit. ■

– David A. Brown

Late-spawn 
Habitats

As for late-season spawning habitats, 
Lebrun points to sparse hay grass. You 
don’t want it too thick, otherwise bass 
won’t spawn there because the sunlight 
can’t penetrate to warm their eggs. What 
you do want is a well-defined line, as the 
big fish seem to like this. Same goes for 
hydrilla — you want a clearly-defined 
inner line.

Lebrun’s also conscious of what areas 
hold the warmest and clearest water. 
Geography matters here, as your northern 
banks typically are the most attractive 
because they’re shielded from the chilly 
north winds of late-season cold snaps.

With shad spawns occurring close to the 
final stages of the Toledo Bend spawn, 
docks are a popular option.
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On the way out
After a wave of these late spawners does their thing, the exit 

march affords a whole new level of opportunity with post-
spawners stopping at the same types of places they staked out 
during their prespawn staging. Here, you’re looking for those 
points, creek channel ledges, stumps and laydowns between 
the spawning areas and the deep summer destinations.

Elite pro Jason Christie likens these postspawn areas of 
concentrated opportunity to convenience stores along the 
highways. If the spawning areas are local roads and the beds 
are individual driveways, you’re going to find your greatest con-
centrations at those common stopping areas along the major 
travel routes.

“Usually it’s all about the beam at that point and that makes 
you think of two things: a hollow-body frog in any kind of dark 
pattern and a wacky style worm like a V&M Chop Stick,” Lebrun 
said. “I may fish mine with a small (nail) weight and an O-ring.

“Also, if you have a windy, cloudy day, those postspawners will 
eat a moving bait like a Chatterbait or a squarebill. A lot of peo-
ple like to throw topwater walking baits like a 6th Sense Dogma.”

Pointing to the golden hay grass as a popular postspawn 
hangout, Lebrun said he won’t hesitate to get aggressive with 
heavy tactics. Bass are bass and even an exhausted mother will 
react to sudden intrusions.

“I look for that sparse hay grass; the fish will get on the inside 
and the outside,” Lebrun said. “You may be looking at 4 feet on 
the outside and maybe 1-2 feet on the inside. I think the bass 
just use those lines of hay like a little highway and the fry will 
stay right on the edge.”

Note that this deal is dependent on whether the state sprays 
the hay grass. If not, then Lebrun will target those fry guarders 
by sending a craw bait with a 1 ½-ounce Elite Tungsten punch 
weight into the cover.

Toledo Bend spawn: Phase 3

>

For bedding fish and fry guarders, it’s hard 
to beat a wacky-rigged stick worm.

Watching the nursery 
up next >
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A full-time freelance writer 
specializing in sport fishing, 
David A. Brown splits his 
time between journalism and 
marketing communications 
(www.tightwords.com).

Toledo Bend spawn: 
Phase 3

>

Spinnerbaits, shallow-running crankbaits and 
topwater frogs make up Bassmaster Elite pro 
John Crews’ Toledo Bend spawn preferences.

Watching the nursery
The natural extension of the postspawn is the 

emergence of the next generation — those clouds 
of ¼- to ½-inch long fry that hover around protec-
tive cover under the watchful eye of their papa. 
While spawned-out females rest and regain their 
lost weight on those postspawn rest areas, the 
males herd the young’ns to safety and aggressively 
drive off any potential threats.

This is the time to throw a variety of intrusive baits 
from topwater poppers to frogs, to swim jigs and 
even spinnerbaits. Lebrun also likes the wacky rig 
here, but you’ll also want to give a Texas-rigged stick 
bait a chance, as well. Great for casting, pitching, 
flipping and skipping, this versatile rig can do a lot 
this time of year.

With all of these strategies, think of the Toledo 
Bend spawn like a parade. If your seat’s at the 
start of the parade, you’ll see the floats and hear 
the marching bands first; but eventually, the fun 
moves past you. On the other hand, those at the 
end of the parade route have the action coming to 
them. But even here, the show only lasts so long. 

63116 Hwy 10 Bogalusa, LA 70427 dockside-marine.com63116 Hwy 10 Bogalusa, LA 70427
Phone: (985) 732-7600

SX 210

215 XTS Skeeter SX 210
Non-Current Sales Event!!!!

Save 
BIG!!!

NEW 
Location

Non-Current Sales Event!!!!
Huge Indoor Showroom!!!

2140 Sport 

That being said this is the time to take 
advantage of one of the best times of 
year to experience shallow water fire-
works, so make it your purpose to bend 
a rod before this season turns, turns, 
turns .... ■
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Turkey 
talk
Sure, there are plenty of ways to call in 
a gobbler — but these proven tactics to 
kill will help you seal the deal.

By Jonathan Olivier

>

It’s no small feat to actually 
come home with a wily, old 
gobbler. The bird’s eyesight 

alone makes it formidable quarry. Even 
when you’re covered head to toe in camou-
flage, the slightest mishap can ruin an other-
wise solid hunt. 

Perhaps that’s why there is such a dedi-
cated group devoted to the sport, because to 
become a proficient turkey hunter you have 
to put in hard work and master the tools of 
the trade—the most important of which is 
the turkey call.

“It takes some time to learn how to call in a 
turkey,” said Jesse Langlois, who hunts near 
Butte La Rose. “If you think you’re not calling 
enough, you’re probably calling too much. 

“It’s a delicate process.”
The hens do most of the work in the turkey 

woods. Sure, the gobbler calls at them from 
time to time, but does so only to round up 
the ladies. With all of the hens surrounding 
it, you’ve got a satisfied — and stubborn — 
tom on your hands. 

The job of the hunter is to get the tom 
to come to him. “You’re trying to reverse 
Mother Nature,” said seven-time Louisiana 
turkey calling champion Bruce Saale. “When 
he’s got his hens around him, it can be pretty 
hard to do that.”
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•Box calls Box calls are the 
loudest of the bunch. On a windy day, 
it’s best to use one so the sound carries 
farther. According to Saale, box calls 
are the most realistic sounding. “To me, 
a box call sounds like a turkey more 
than anything,” he said. “It does all of the 
vocalizations. It’s got a good high front 
end with a raspy sound to it.”

•Pot calls Good for most situa-
tions, a pot call emits just about any tur-
key vocalization except a gobble. A pot 
call sounds realistic and is easy to use, 
which is perfect for beginners. Typically, 
you can find pot calls in three designs: 
aluminum, slate and glass. When it’s dry 
out, Saale said he prefers slate. However, 
on humid or wet days, opt for a glass 
call because it will produce the most 
realistic sound, and the slate will squeak. 
Aluminum can prove to be a bit harder 
to use for a beginner, but once mas-
tered is just as good as the rest.

•Diaphragm calls
Also known as a mouth call, it takes 

some practice to be proficient with 

one. This particular method is hands-
free, which means it’s a favorite of many 
hunters. “That’s the biggest advantage 
of a mouth call,” Saale said. “You can be 
looking down the gun barrel and keep 
calling to him, all without having to 
ever move. Moving when he’s in close 
range is how he’ll bust you.”

•Locator calls Locator calls 
serve only one purpose: Shocking 
the gobbler while its on the roost and 
getting it to respond right as the hunt 
begins so you can pinpoint its exact 
location. An owl hooter and crow call 
work best. Saale said he’ll often make 
an owl sound with his mouth, but only 
if he knows that turkeys are close by. 
Otherwise, the calls carry farther in the 
woods. ■

S
aale, who owns Talkin’ the 
Talk Custom Calls, said that’s 
why a realistic sounding 
call is paramount. He said 
that gives a turkey hunter 

an advantage, as the more you can 
sound like the real thing, the better your 
chances are of harvesting a bird. “A call 
that sounds like a turkey, that’s better 
made and not out of plastic, is going to 
kill more birds,” he said.

While any hunt is about as predictable 
as a poker game, there are a few typical 
situations you might find yourself in. 
Here are four scenarios you may encoun-
ter this turkey season, and the steps you 
should take to kill a gobbler:

Henned up
A gobbler with plenty of hens is a hard 

one to harvest. It’s content and apt to 
tend to the flock it already has — mean-
ing your calling may have less of an effect. 
You’ll know a gobbler is henned up when 
it will respond to your calling, but stays 
put. Saale said it’s saying, “Come to me.” 

In this case, it’s best to get the atten-
tion of the dominant hen in the group. 
Start cutting aggressively, which might 
be enough to draw the hen away from 
the gobbler. If it approaches, so will the 
rest of the flock. In an effort to keep tabs 
on the hens, the gobbler might follow. 
“When that happens, it’s best to have a 
mouth call so you can remain still,” Saale 
said. “You don’t want to move with all 
those eyes on you.”

However, bringing in a hen doesn’t 
always work. Another proven tactic is 
to hunt later in the day. Langlois said 
to wait until between 9 a.m. and noon. 
“When the hens go dust or lay on their 
eggs later in the day, they leave the gob-
bler,” he said. “Then, you can putt and 
yelp and he’ll likely answer you.”

Other times, Langlois will wait two 
hours before dark until entering the 
woods again. If possible, he positions 
himself between the tom and its roost. 
“I’ll yelp every 10 minutes or so,” he said. 
“That makes him think one of his hens 
got separated from the rest and she’s not 
going to roost with the flock. Then he’ll 
come check out what’s going on.”

Turkey talk

Tools 
of the 
Trade

>

Jesse Langlois gauges a bird’s receptiveness right 
as the hunt begins to determine if any calling will 
work. INSET: Turkey hunting is about defying 
nature, Bruce Saale said. When a tom gobbles, it’s 
calling hens in. So if hens are already around, it can 
be a tough task. 
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Pressured 
Pressured turkeys can be found in just 

about any accessible parcel of public 
land in Louisiana. Langlois, who hunts 
pressured birds in the Atchafalaya Basin, 
said an over-hunted gobbler may sound 
off a time or two at first light. “With my 
mouth call, I’ll do a few yelps at him 
when I know he’s on the ground,” he 
said. “If he doesn’t respond, that means 
he’s been called in before and knows he’s 
being hunted. In that situation, I would 
go home and let him chill for a few days.”

When Langlois returns, he brings along 
a turkey wing. As the sun rises, he begins 
beating the wing on his leg, which mim-
ics the sound of a hen flying down from 
its roost. “You want to hit it on the leaves, 
too, so it sounds realistic,” he said. “A lot 
of times he’ll gobble at that.”

While it may seem logical to call back 
then, Langlois said that’s where most 
hunters make a mistake. Instead, he 
scratches the leaves, which sounds like 
a hen dusting itself. That may be just 
enough to entice the gobbler off its roost. 

“A lot of times, that’s enough to bring in 
a tom close enough for a shot,” he said. “I 
won’t even have to pick up a call.”

However, Langlois said calling lightly 
can also work in this scenario. “Don’t call 
at him until he flies down,” he said. “Once 
you know he is on the ground, take a 
slate call and make some soft purrs and 
clucks. If he cuts them off with a gobble, 

he is interested.”
From there, Langlois said he stops 

calling — and plays the waiting game. 
Calling more can scare a wary gobbler 
away, while silence will actually bring it 
closer. “A turkey is hard-wired that when 
he gobbles, his hens are supposed to 
come to him,” he said. “When you get to 
calling and calling, he may be answering, 

Turkey talk

Calling more can scare a wary gobbler 
away — while silence might actually 
bring it closer.

>
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but he’s saying, ‘Come to me.’”
After the prolonged silence, a gobbler 

is prone to“panic gobble,” which is when 
Langlois says the tom decides it should 
close the distance. As it approaches, 
you can gauge the location as it gobbles. 
Langlois said only then will he use a soft 
purr to coax it in. If the tom cuts its call-
ing off, he stops again. “After that, you 
can put the calls in your bag and wait,” he 
said. “He’s on his way.”

Textbook
Of course, what every turkey hunter 

wants to see is a gobbler that responds 
well to calling and comes right in. Saale 
said these are typically 2-year-old toms, 
and you’ll find yourself in this situation 
at the beginning of the season, or on 
property where there isn’t a whole lot 
of pressure. “You’ll know you’ve got a 
responsive bird immediately,” Saale said. 
“He’ll gobble at everything and come 
right in.”

Once you’ve located a tom on its roost 
with a locator call, set up within 150 to 

200 yards — any closer and you risk scar-
ing the bird. After it flies down, start call-
ing with a box or pot call, emitting clucks 
and then some purrs. An interested gob-
bler will call back almost immediately.

Langlois said he’ll sound off a series of 

yelps with his mouth call. “If he answers 
that, it’s time to stop calling,” he said. 
“He’s coming in and you can tell he’s get-
ting closer from his gobbles. The next 
step is killing him.”

Netterville Lumber Company is your complete 
solution to professional moldings like Crown 

Molding, Wall Paneling, and Trim Moldings. Custom 
Trim & Solid Hardwood Floors.  We look forward to 

working with homeowners, designers and builders.

www.nettervillelumber.com
800.343.4577 

From camps to custom 
homes, build with

Pot calls are great for beginners. With just a 
bit of practice, a novice can purr and cluck, 
which are turkey-calling basics. 

>

Jonathan Olivier
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Hot
What sets a hot gobbler apart from a 

textbook one is how it reacts to being 
called. While a textbook bird will 
approach your direction even as you’ve 
stopped calling, a hot one is prone to lose 
interest. 

The hunt starts off just like the textbook 
case. The gobbler will fly down off the 
roost and as you cluck and purr, it’ll 
respond, often gobbling and cutting off 
your calling. But, after an absence in your 
calling, if it seems to be farther away 
when it gobbles, you’ll have to continue 
calling. “It’s almost like you’re reeling him 
in,” Langlois said. “This scenario doesn’t 
happen often.”

After the next series of calls, the 

bird should have closed the distance. 
Continue the routine to coax it closer — 
call, listen to its response as it gets closer, 
then call again. Langlois said this is 
where he gets aggressive with his calling. 

But when the gobbler is within 50 
yards, that’s when you can stop calling so 
much. If it needs to be enticed in closer, 
make some soft purrs with a mouth call. 
At this point, Saale said you should be 
looking down the barrel. “When I see 
him, I’m not calling anymore,” he said. 
“I’m waiting for a shot to seal the deal.” ■

Jonathan Olivier is a 
devoted journalist with a 
focus on the environment and 
outdoor recreation. His pas-
sion for hunting, backpacking 
and wilderness conservation 
has taken him from the 
swamps of Louisiana to the 
mountains of Colorado.

Turkey talk
>

• Gobble A tom produces 
this sound as a way to let the hens 
know where it is during the breeding 
season. While a gobble can draw in 
a mature tom looking for a fight, it 
can also drive away birds that are less 
dominant. 

• Cutt These sharp, fast cadences 
of clucks are a sign that turkeys are 
excited. Sometimes this vocalization 
appeals to a dominant hen and can 
draw it in, which means the tom may 
be close behind. 

• Yelp The plain yelp is a series of 
single sounds, and is one of the most 
basic vocalizations you can make. 
Essentially, it’s a hen letting others 
know where it is. For the beginner, 
mastering this call is paramount, and 
can be enough to lure in a gobbler. The 
excited yelp is similar to the plain, but 
louder and faster in cadence, which 
often works on a hung-up gobbler.

• Cluck Two or three single notes 
of the cluck is used to gain the atten-
tion of other turkeys in the group. A 
cluck is good to use to further entice a 
gobbler as it’s approaching. It lets the 
tom know there’s a hen nearby.

• Purr Turkeys make this sound 
when they’re calm and relaxed, often 
when they’re feeding. It’s another call 
that can reassure a gobbler when it’s 
approaching you. Use the cluck and 
purr together to switch up your notes. 

• Kee-kee This fast series of 
notes is the lost call of a young turkey. 
It’s often used during the fall by a 
brooding hen to bring a flock back 
together. However, Saale said in the 
spring in heavily pressured areas 
where most hunters are yelping, this 
sound can make you sound unique. 

• Fly down cackle A hen 
will make this sound as it is leaving 
the roost. It’s a good way to let a tom 
know a hen is on the ground, enticing 
it to fly down as well.

Sounds of 
the season

When hunting turkeys, concealment is paramount. A mouth call 
enables a hunter to call without moving — that’s why most hunt-
ers carry one in their bag. INSET: If you want the sound of your 
calls to carry far in the woods, try a box call. They’re raspy and are 
some of the most realistic-sounding calls available.

Photos by Jonathan Olivier
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Spider-rigging ledges in the backwaters is a 
great way to target spawning crappie in rivers.
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LAST CALL FOR 
crappie
When the crappie spawn is wrapping up on D’Arbonne 
and Caney, action is usually just about to crank up on a 
section of the Ouachita River. Here’s how one guide still 
catches slabs in April. 

By Chris Ginn

stUart BaUm loves turning the last 
calendar page from March to April.

“I like February and March just as 
much,” he said, “but being able to turn 
the page to April means I get at least 
another month of being able to catch 
spawning crappie.”

By now Baum has already loaded his 
boat several times over with spawners 
he’s caught at Lake D’Arbonne and Caney 
Lake. But when April rolls around, he sets 
his sights on the Ouachita River between 
Felsenthal and Columbia.

“The Ouachita River is the last place I catch 
spawning crappie,” he said. “After they’re 
done spawning at D’Arbonne and Caney, 
they’re just getting started on the river.”

Of course the caveat for crappie spawn-
ing on the Ouachita River in April is that 
all bets are off if the river is being unruly.

“Normally, the water is high, cold and 
swift during March,” Baum said. “That 
prevents crappie from spawning as early 
as they do on the nearby lakes. By the time 
it starts to settle down in April — assum-
ing it does — they finally get a chance to 
spawn without having so much going on.”

In fact, since Baum started guiding for 
crappie a few years ago (318-614-6830) , 
he’s followed a three-month plan to put 
his customers on spawning fish from 

February to April every year: D’Arbonne 
in February, Caney in March and the 
Ouachita River in spring.

Find the ledGe
to Get the edGe

River crappie spawn differently than 
they do in D’Arbonne and Caney, and 
Baum knows the key to catching them is 
to pay attention to where the river used 
to be rather than where it is now.

“The pool level came up in the ‘60s 
when they put the locks in,” he said. “The 
old river bank from back then is still 
there, but it’s about 10 feet lower than 
what it is now. There are a lot of stumps, 
cypress knees and other submerged 
cover on that old bank where crappie 
stage to move up and spawn.”

The general principal is that crappie set 
up on this old Ouachita River ledge as they 
move up to spawn, then move back after 
spawning. This means there is just about 
always a large school of fish somewhere to 
be found on this ledge during April.

“They may spawn right there on the 
ledge,” Baum said, “but they may move 
up from that ledge to shallower water to 
spawn around the stumps, cypress knees, 
logs and grass beds on the bank at the 
new pool level.” >
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Ouachita River crappie

While this old ledge exists 
in the main river, Baum 
says there is generally 
still too much current 

for them to be attractive to crappie 
during April. Instead, crappie favor the 
old ledge in the river lakes, pockets and 
bayous.

“White’s Lake is a good one as is 
Hamilton Lake,” Baum pointed out. 
“Hamilton fishes a lot like another lake 
down around the Ouachita and Caldwell 
Parish line called Lake Lafitta. All three 
have that good 10-foot ledge that loads 
up with staging crappie.”

Good electronics 
are key

Finding these old ledges has been made 
really simple with the new electron-
ics found on many modern boats. The 
clarity at which they show what’s down 
below the surface is far superior to older-
model depth finders.

Baum spends a lot of time just idling 
around the river lakes watching his elec-
tronics. 

“Nowadays you get a good depth finder 

with a Navionics or Hot Maps card 
and take a ride,” he said. “I might ride 
around for hours before I ever put a pole 
in the water. These things are so good 
today that I found some catfish nets on 
D’Arbonne with mine a while back — and 
could even see the catfish in them.”

Once he finds the ledge, Baum looks 
for signs of bait and crappie. Although 
he could move up to shallow water and 
catch a few here and a few there, Baum 

noted he would have to move around too 
much for his liking to find them. 

So rather than look for isolated fish on 
the bank, Baum zig-zags over the ledge 
until he finds that magical spot where he 
knows he’s going to be able to hammer 
them in one location.

“Your biggest group of fish is going to be 
right there on that ledge,” he added. “I’d 
much rather fish for 16 in one spot than 
six scattered here and there.”

If the bite on the old river ledges isn’t on, move up 
to isolated cover along the bank to target individual 
fish. Above: Staying on spawning crappie often 
means changing from lakes to river systems in April.

>
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Along came a spider
Baum can typically be found spider-rigging 

the old river-bank ledge.
“That’s my go-to No. 1 technique,” he said. “If 

I’m tournament fishing, I fish with eight poles, 
but I normally like six if I’m just out fun fishing 
or have customers in the boat. For me that 
gives me three per hand, and for my customers 
they each get three poles if I have two people. 
I feel like I can catch more fish with six than 
eight because I can execute the bite better and 
miss fewer fish.”

Depending on how tough the bite is, Baum 
sets out 14- or 16-foot poles. He prefers the 
14-foot poles if conditions allow him to get 
closer to the fish, but the 16-foot poles come 
out if he needs more distance between his boat 
and his bait.

“The tougher the bite the more distance I like 
to get out there,” he said. “Sometimes the fish 
are way up in the water column and sill spook 
away if the boat gets too close. Also, if it’s clear, 
I’ll put the longer poles out. Whichever I use, 
I like to put out all the same poles, the same 
line and the same reels to keep everything 
consistent.”

Before modern electronics, Baum would set 

Ouachita River crappie
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Stuart Baum’s go-to crappie lure on the Ouachita 
is a salt-and-pepper jig from Midsouth Tackle.

continues on page 74

out his baits at different depths then change 
them to the same depth once he figured out 
which one the fish were eating the most.

Now he starts off at the right depth based on 
what his electronics show him.

“Once I see how deep the crappie are, I try 
to set out all my baits about 6 inches to a foot 
over that,” Baum said. “Crappie feed up, so 
you definitely don’t want to be fishing under 
them.”

Baum prefers to fish the heaviest weights and 
biggest jigs that he can get away with. He most 
often reaches for 3-inch tube jigs and threads 
them onto ¼-ounce jigheads.

“Sometimes that big bait just stirs them up,” 
he said, “and I’d rather fish for bigger fish. 
Little ones will eat that big bait, too, but I tend 
to catch bigger fish on that bigger tube most of 
the time.”

Although he says it’s hard to beat a salt-and-
pepper Midsouth jig on the Ouachita River, 
Baum doesn’t hesitate to switch if he needs to.

“I like the Midsouth jigs because they are 
so readily available at places like The Honey 
Hole in West Monroe,” Baum said. “But I also 
fish a lot of big minnows. Sometimes I fish all 
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minnows. I don’t argue with the fish; I’m going to do whatever 
it takes to catch them. I keep a lot of different colors and sizes 
with me that I’ll pour through if I need to, but I pretty much 
always have a minnow tied on somewhere.”

The “magic speed”
Once he has his rods and baits all set out, Baum begins the pro-

cess of learning which speed the fish want the baits presented. 
“The key is finding that magic speed,” he said. “Sometimes 

they want it faster. Sometimes it’s a bump-and-go that works 
best. If you can find how fast they want your baits swimming in 
the water, you really get on them pretty good.”

Baum can figure out quickly whether the fish are there and 
willing to bite. If he knows they’re there, but not biting, he enjoys 
hanging around to figure out what he can do to make them eat. 

“Sometimes I’ll have to fish straight down the ledge,” he said. 
“Other times I may have to crisscross the ledge back and forth. 
Then I may have to go straight across it in and out shallow to deep. 
It just depends on what they want. Every day can be different.”

If he’s got customers, though, he likes to move around to find 
another school that’s more willing to bite. As many backwaters 
as the Ouachita River has, he knows there’s likely another spot 
just around the corner that may pay off big time.

River conditions
Since the river can be in such a state of flux this time of year, 

Baum pointed to a few variables that he likes to see to stack the 
odds in his favor.

“The best case for me is for the water to be at a standstill or on 
a fall,” he said. “Although I caught them pretty well on a rise last 
year, that’s not the norm. Rising water generally spreads them out 
in all the newly flooded cover and makes it harder to find them.”

Baum catches some big crappie on the river during April. An 
average-sized good one would be about 1 ¾ pounds, but fish 
up to 2 pounds can be caught fairly regularly (although that 
definitely wouldn’t be a typical-size fish.)

If you’ve been spending the last two months crushing crappie 
on D’Arbonne or Caney, don’t 
worry about the end of the 
spawn leaving you high and 
dry. Just head to the Ouachita 
River and you can stay on 
spawning fish for at least 
another month. ■

Crappie frequently 
spawn on isolated 
pieces of cover like 
old logs or stumps.
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Chris Ginn has been 
covering hunting and fishing 
in Louisiana since 1998. He 
lives with his wife Jennifer 
and children Matthew and 
Rebecca along the Bogue 
Chitto River in rural Wash-
ington Parish. His blog can be 
found at chrisginn.com.

Ouachita River crappie
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Butch Ridgedell has become so 
committed to kayak fishing that he 
no longer owns a powerboat. 
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gaTors,
Birds
and Bass

By Jerald Horst

Scenic Lake Martin might be famous as a bird-watching bucket list destination 
that’s home to more than 1,000 alligators, but the 800-acre water body also holds 
some big bass. And a kayak is the perfect platform to load up on largemouths.

Lake MarTin is for The Birds.
Or so some say — mostly folks with expensive 

binoculars and life lists of birds they have spotted. 
But Butch Ridgedell was at the St. Martin Parish 

lake located just east of Lafayette for one reason: 
largemouth bass.

“Lake Martin has some big fish in it,” he said. 
“Wildlife and Fisheries biologists, I hear, shocked 
up a 14-pounder a few years ago. I don’t care 
how big they are, though — I just like catching 
them. (Officially, the largest bass on record is a 
9.1-pound fish.)

“It’s ideal for kayak fishing, too,” he smirked. 

“The heavy growths of water plants in the lake 
make it difficult for bass boats to fish.” 

The birds were singing like crazy at the small, 
rudimentary kayak launch off to the side of the 
lake’s big boat launch. In dawn’s light, the lake 
was beautiful — open water in the center, fringed 
by dense to open growths of cypress trees stand-
ing in the water around the lake’s perimeter.

“Well, it looks like we will have it to ourselves,” 
he observed gleefully. “We’ll start right here by 
the launch and fish through the trees around the 
lake, starting on the guide trail.”

>
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T
hree swamp tour 
companies have 
taken advantage of 
the lake’s fame as a 
bird rookery and for 
its scenery by offer-
ing boat tours to 
tourists and birders. 

Their outboard motor-powered boats 
follow regular routes through the 
flooded cypress around the perimeter 
of the lake.

“A lot of fishermen gripe about the 
tour boats,” he went on. “But they do 
two good things. They keep the trails 
through the water plants open, and 
their motors stir up a lot of things 
from the bottom that attract bait fish 
and the bass that follow them. 

“During the summer,” he explained, 
“the open water visible now won’t be 
open. It’s covered with big lily (lotus) 
pads. I fish it a lot in the spring and 
some in the fall. The lilies make it 
hard to fish in the summer, plus I am 
usually chasing speckled trout and 
redfish in the summer.”

He started fishing by weaving coun-
terclockwise through the cypress 
trees along the lakeshore. This was all 
paddle work. He was in a pedal-drive 
kayak, but had the unit pulled up 
because it would be quickly fouled by 
the dense vegetation.

“I like pedal drives for saltwater fish-
ing,” he said, “because you can cover a 
lot of water with them. Plus, they leave 
both hands free for fishing.”

Bass baits
He began the day with two rods 

rigged with baits I hadn’t seen before. 
One was a watermelon seed Senko-
type worm called a Trick Worm, 
rigged wacky style. The other was a 
watermelon red Tiny Toad frog, fished 
weightless. 

Both lures are made by Fin Collectors 
Soft Baits, a company owned by his 
brother Brett and nephew Ridge. The 
lures, along with flukes — Ridgedell’s 
favorite spring bass bait — are sold 
through Facebook and at Pack & 
Paddle in Lafayette. 

“Man, something ought to come up and 
eat that,” he chortled as he popped his 
frog through floating duckweeds. But it’s 
all quiet. By 9:15 a.m., he had produced 

Lake Martin

Picture a bass fisherman.
Odds are, what comes to 

mind is a heavy fiberglass 
V-hull, powered by the 
largest horsepower engine 
allowed in its class. 

Butch Ridgedell says there 
are a lot of good reasons 
to fish for largemouth bass 
from a kayak. Here are eight 
of them:

• �“It’s cheaper. If I fished as 
much out of a bass boat 
as I do a kayak, I’d be broke 
from the initial cost, the 
fuel, and the maintenance.”

• �“You fish harder in a kayak. 
In a bass boat, you are 
constantly running. You 
aren’t fishing a lot of a little 
water; you’re fishing a little 
of a lot of water.”

• �“You can get into shallow 
weedy areas like grass flats 
and narrow canals.”

• �“It’s peaceful. You get 
solitude. You fish where 
you want. Even when I fish 
with someone who has a 
kayak, they go their way 
and do what they want. I 
do the same. We just keep 
in touch by cell phone.”

• �“You see more wildlife in a 
kayak. You are more in touch 
with your surroundings.”

• �“You can slide into a spot 
quietly. Bass are extremely 
spooky. There is no hum of 
a trolling motor. Anything 
unnatural spooks them.”

• �“You can launch anywhere. 
This is a huge advantage.”

• �“A kayak is easier to trans-
port and store. No shed is 
needed.”

Why bass fish 
from a kayak?

Top: Butch Ridgedell loves to catch bass of any size. Lake 
Martin is full of what he called “Lake Martin knotheads,” young 
aggressive bass. ABOVE: The most effective lure of the day was 
a worm rigged weedless on a 1/8-ounce weighted hook.
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only three strikes — all misses.
The lake sat under a huge bass-bite-inhibiting 

dome of high pressure, following a cold front that 
blew through the day before. 

The slow action didn’t phase Ridgedell, though. 
“The good thing about the trees in Lake Martin 

is that it would be way too windy to fish elsewhere 
today. 

“The thing that I find about the lake is that the fish 
will bite here sometime during the day. The fish will 
blow up everywhere. You just have to fish until it 
happens. 

“The best bite today is supposed to be at noon, 
according to the solunar tables,” he predicted. “I’m 
a big believer in them in tidal 
waters.

“I’ll find fish,” he confidently 
predicted several times.

The bite might have been 
slow, but the scenery was 
spectacular. The Spanish 
moss-draped angular limbs 
of the cypresses lent a cathe-
dral-like quality to the scene.

Even though most of the 
egrets were on nests in the 
sanctuary in the southern 
end of the lake, everything 
else with wings was out in 
force. So were the alligators. 
They were everywhere; some 
of them were big potatoes.

At 10:30, Ridgedell shifted 
gears, rigging a watermelon 
seed worm weedless on an 
1/8-ounce weighted hook. At 
the same time, he shifted his 
fishing to the outer cypress 
trees bordering the open 
water of the lake’s center. 

Action picked up immedi-
ately and he fulfilled his pre-
diction of catching fish. 

But as good as Lake Martin 
is, it isn’t Ridgedell’s favorite 
place to kayak for bass. That 
honor belongs to Toledo 
Bend, an incongruous choice 
since tiny kayaks and the 
almost ocean-like reservoir 
are seldom thought of in the 
same breath.

“It’s really good up in the 
skinny water way up in the 
protected creek arms of the 
lake,” he nodded.

YOUR LEADER IN
GULF SOUTH SPORTS

www.CoxSportsTV.com

CoxSportsTV CoxSportsTV @CoxSportsTV 

Fin Collectors flukes, rigged weightless on offset 
hooks and fished slowly on grassy edges, are 
Ridgedell’s favorite spring bass bait.

continues >
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Bitten by the kayak bug
The 60-year-old former athlete calls himself “fairly involved” in 

kayak fishing. 
“OK,” I asked, “how many days a year do you kayak fish?”
“Probably 100,” he replied, matter-of-factly.
Butch Ridgedell is also vice-president of the Lafayette Kayak 

Fishing Club and a member of the Pack & Paddle Fishing Team. 
Pack & Paddle is the retailer where he buys all of his kayaking 
equipment, and serves as a sort of social center for lots of Cajun 
Country ‘yakers. The retailer is also the largest sponsor for the 
Lafayette Kayak Fishing Club’s Salty Boot Kayak Fishing Series, a 
six-event saltwater tournament.

“I go in there three days a week for my lunch hour,” he admitted. 
“Other kayak fishermen come in there, too, and we lie to each other.” 

He was working in China as vice-president of the Water Curtain 
Division of Burner Fire Control, a company that provides fire 
safety and construction for the oil and gas industry, when he first 
heard about fishing from a kayak.

Lake Martin

“Some guys from Australia were on the rig I was working on 
and they were watching kayak fishing videos. ‘That’s pretty cool,’ I 
thought to myself. I asked them if they kayak fished.”

“Yeah, we do it all the time,” they said.
“When I got back, I told my wife I wanted to buy a new boat. 

She expected me to spend $40,000 on a bay boat. But, I spent 
$1,000 on a kayak and never looked back. I don’t own a motor-
boat anymore.”

Ridgedell is able to fish so much because he has a tolerant wife 
and an agreeable job. “Weekends are mine, plus my office work 
ends at 4 p.m. That leaves me four hours in the evening.”

Lake Martin is only 20 minutes from his office in Lafayette.

How to pick a bass ‘yak
For input on how to pick a kayak suitable for largemouth bass 

fishing, I turned to the Lafayette kayak guru John Williams, who 
with his wife Becky, owns Pack & Paddle in Lafayette. 

He had some interesting insights.
No kayak maker specializes in making bass kayaks, but what 

makes a kayak effective for sight-fishing redfish also makes a kayak 
effective for bass fishing. For both species, stealth is a big deal, 
especially in the spring when bass are spawning in shallow water. 

Ridgedell caught most of his bass on the outer 
edges of the tree line, near open water.3710 Robertson St. • Metairie, LA
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Birds, like these tree swallows milling in front of 
Ridgedell, are an ever present sight on Lake Martin.

Kayaks allow bass fishermen to get behind pull-overs to fish 
waters that others can’t access. They also allow fishing in waters 
too shallow or too weedy for electric trolling motors to operate in.

Many kayaks make it easy for the angler to stand up. This allows 
better vision in some circumstances and also reduces fatigue. It is 
harder to get standing in a kayak than it is to stand up once erect, 
so older anglers may want to consider a stand-up bar that can be 
universally mounted on any kayak.

Think about the merits of a non-self-bailing kayak. They are 
lighter, but more importantly when fishing in lakes or reservoirs 
with stickups, such a staub lurking just below the water line 
can easily be run up into a self-bailing scupper hole, leaving the 
angler stranded. 

“How do you get your kayak off the stickup in 15 feet of water,” 
he posed.

Good question.
Williams suggested considering the possibility of purchasing a 

hybrid kayak — not a “sit inside” and not a “sit on top.” Discussing 
one’s options with a knowledgeable sales person at a specialty 
store is a better choice than speaking to a generalist at a big box 
store when considering what kayak to buy.

Also, a lot of bass people prefer foot-pedal kayaks, he noted. 
Pedaling increases a kayak’s range, which is important in places 
like Toledo Bend Reservoir. Pedaling rather than paddling also 
leaves both hands free to fish.

And in deep water where anchoring is difficult, a fisherman can 
use the pedals to keep his kayak in position, much like using a 
trolling motor. 

Another useful option for bass fishing is an electronic fish finder 
that lets an angler see structure. There are ways, such as using a 
YakAttack CellBlok, to make them easy to mount in kayaks and 
also remove.

continues >
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Lake Martin really 
is for the birds

Even a die-hard fisherman like Butch 
Ridgedell quickly admits that Lake Martin 
is about more than fishing.

“It’s more famous for its birds than its 
fish,” he confessed. “People come from all 
over the world to go birding here.”

In the short few hours we fished, a 
parade of avian life passed by — an 
army of red-winged blackbirds with their 
unmistakable trills, wood ducks, ospreys, 
tree swallows, collared doves (of all 
things), great blue herons squawking like 
pterodactyls, ungainly whistling ducks, 
pileated woodpeckers, kingfishers, gros 
becs, cormorants, snowy egrets, and 
hordes of LBJs (little brown jobs) unidenti-
fiable except to expert birders.

A protected rookery makes up the south-
ernmost third of Lake Martin. It attracts more 
than 20,000 nesting pairs of herons, egrets, 
ibises, spoonbills and anhingas annually.

The lake is the heart of the 9,500-acre 
Cypress Island Preserve, which is protected 
by The Nature Conservancy. Besides using 
boat tours, visitors may use the Nature 
Conservancy maintained 2 ½-mile “walk-
ing levee trail,” which offers spectacular 
views of the nesting bird colony.

According to the Audubon Society, the 
lake is home to more than 200 species of 
resident, wintering, and migratory birds, 
60 percent of all the bird species found in 
Louisiana, as well as 1,200 alligators.

The preserve is open during daylight 
hours. The walking trail starting along 
the levee is closed during alligator nest-
ing season, June through October. The 
rookery area in the southern end of Lake 
Martin is closed to all boat entry from 
February 1 through July 31 for breeding 
bird season. Driving along Rookery Road is 
allowed year round.

The Preserve’s visitor center, located at 
1264 Prairie Highway in St. Martinville, is 
open from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. on week-
ends year-round, and Wednesday through 
Sunday during the busy springtime. Call 
337-342-2475 to confirm hours.

Best months for visiting are February 
through May, which also happens to be 
the best time for bass fishing in the lake.

Lake Martin 
in a nutshell

As lakes go, Lake Martin isn’t a big one, 
covering only 800 acres. What is called 
the lake today was formed in 1952 by 
the building of a ring levee around a low 
cypress swamp. The entire margin of the 
lake, 580 acres, is flooded timber. 

The 200 acres of water in the lake’s center 
is 5 feet deep at the tree line. The area of 
flooded cypresses is shallower except for a 
borrow canal around the edge of the lake, 
which can be as deep as 12 feet in spots 
and very shallow in others. 

Dense growths of submerged water 
plants occur in Lake Martin, dominated by 
hydrilla and coontail. Interestingly, biolo-
gists have determined that the feces of 
the huge bird population of the lake, one 
of its claims to fame, has in the past been 
responsible for providing the fertilizer 
that triggered  plant growths and actually 
caused some fish kills.

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries (LDWF) has battled the 
submerged vegetation using chemicals, 
sterile grass carp stocking and modest 
water level drawdowns. 

Since the 1990s, LDWF has sporadically 
stocked the lake with Florida largemouth 
bass and some channel catfish. An analy-
sis done in 2009 showed 16 percent of the 

lake’s bass were pure Florida bass or their 
hybrids,

Lake Martin is an excellent bream lake. An 
LDWF creel survey showed 85 percent of 
the fish taken by fisherman from the lake 
were bream species, primarily bluegill. 

Road access to the lake and its boat 
launch is by Lake Martin Road from High-
way 31 from the east, and Highway 353 
(Cypress Island Road) from the west. ■

Lake Martin
>

The beauty of Lake Martin is why three swamp tour/
bird watching companies have located there. INSET: 
Lake Martin is noted for bluegills, like these bulls 
taken from beneath a duck blind by Robert Dupuis.

Jerald Horst is a retired Louisi-
ana State University professor of 
fisheries. He is an active writer, 
book author and outdoorsman. 
Jerald may be reached at 
jerald@rockinghorst.com.
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Post-sPawn
PartIculars
If you head to Atchafalaya Basin dead-ends this month, you’ll likely struggle to 
put bass in the boat. But Louisiana’s newest Bassmaster Elite Series pro knows just 
where those � sh have gone — and shares his approach to catching them.

Text and photos
By Andy Crawford

c
aleb Sumrall and Marcus Curry 
left the launch full of confidence. 
After a winter that saw horrifically 
cold temperatures, the water in the 
Atchafalaya Basin was hitting the 
70s.

It took a while to figure out what was going 
on: Bass had already finished up their spawning 
business and had moved off the shallows.

The pair was working a stretch of bank, Sumrall 
pitching a soft-plastic creature bait and Curry 
working the waters with a spinnerbait.

Sumrall rocked the boat when he set the hook 

on a 1 ½-pounder.
About 30 minutes later, another hookset yielded 

a better bite.
“That’s a good one,” the Bassmaster Elite Series 

rookie grunted, and Curry hurried to get into 
position to lip the thrashing bass.

A 4-pounder went in the livewell.
By the end of the trip, two bass pushing 4 

pounds were landed, along with a handful of 
typical Basin footballs.

Anglers moved in an out, working the banks 
hard. We didn’t see another fish caught.

The likely reason was that these fishermen hadn’t 
picked up on the fact that the beds were 
largely empty. Their boats were where fish 
were hanging.

Sumrall was excited, because he knows 
post-spawn bass are a lot less finicky than 
those sitting beds.

“They’re feeding up after the spawn,” 
said the pro, who competed in his first 
Bassmaster Classic last month. “They are 
aggressive.”

The key to consistently catching Basin 
bass right now will be understanding 
where bass will position themselves, 
Sumrall said.

Yes, this means the bass will be off the 
banks. But Sumrall said they also will be 
leaving the back ends of spawning canals.

So to find success you can’t fish where 
you caught bass last month.

>

RIGHT: Bassmaster Elite Series pro Caleb Sumrall 
moves out of dead-end canals this month to catch 
post-spawn bass in the Basin.

Focusing on cover around points breaking 
slow current can pay huge dividends in the 
Atchafalaya Basin, New Iberia Bassmaster 
Elite Series pro Caleb Sumrall said.
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“I 
start looking for 
muddy, moving water 
near dead-ends,” 
Sumrall explained. 
“You can catch fish 
moving from dead-

ends to well-oxygenated water.”
Now, he said it’s not quite time to get out 

into the main, rolling bayous, but anywhere 
you find a bit of current moving along the 
bank can produce.

Even that sluggish current helps position 
bass to make targets predictable.

“I look for anything irregular on a long, 
straight bank,” Sumrall explained. “Anything 
that’s just a little bit different.”

The New Iberia pro loves to flip and punch 
Missile D-Bombs, but he’s not opposed to 
more active baits.

Kajun Boss spinnerbaits and 6th Sense 
Crush 50x crankbaits are regular parts of his 
Basin arsenal. Both lures allow him to cover 
a lot of water and locate productive stretches 
where he can slow down and pick them apart 
with soft-plastics.

But there are times when you just can’t go 
wrong with these moving lures.

The flash of a spinnerbait can put quick 
limits in the boat, particularly when bounced 
off wood.

Sumrall said he sticks with 3/8-ounce spin-
nerbaits, and he always adds a trailer.

Post-spawn particulars

The specific gear used by 
Bassmaster Elite Series rookie 
Caleb Sumrall depends on the 
lure he’s using.

When he’s punching, his 
foundation is a 7-foot-11-inch 
extra-heavy, moderate-fast 
Kistler KLX rod. Here’s the rest 
of his punching gear:

• �high-speed reel  
(7.1:1 or higher)

• 65-pound or heavier braid
• �Mustad Grip Pin flipping hook
• �Pegged Kajun Boss tungsten 

weight (3/4 to 2 ounces)

The formula changes when he 
works open cover like stumps, 
laydowns and cypress trees:

• �medium-heavy 7-3 
Kistler KLX rod

• high-speed reel
• �15- to 20-pound  

fluorocarbon line
• �unpegged Kajun Boss tung-

sten weight (1/4 to 1/2 ounce)
• wide-gap Owner hook

Picking up Kajun Boss spin-
nerbait calls for yet another 
change:

• �7-foot to 7-3 medium-heavy, 
moderate-tipped Kistler rod

• 6.4:1 reel
• �15- to 20-pound  

fluorocarbon

For square-bill crankbaits, he 
goes a little shorter with his rod 
and lightens up his line:

• �6-6 to 7-foot medium-action 
Kistler rod

• 6.4:1 reel
• �10- to 15-pound fluorocarbon

Sumrall’s 
gear

“That’s just something to add a little some-
thing extra to the bait,” he said.

His approach is to cast it out and reel at a 
speed that keeps the lure at a point in the 
water column in which the blade flash is just 
out of sight.

He loves to add some flutter to the lure, let-
ting it fall around any cover on its way back 
to the boat. But he doesn’t get stuck on one 
particular retrieve.

“I will try different casts every now and 
then, and let the fish tell me what they want,” 
Sumrall said.

A square-bill like the Crush 50X is just dyna-
mite around open cover.

“It gets good reaction bites,” Sumrall said. “It’s 
not traditionally a big bait, but it moves a lot 
of water. Sometimes the fish will react to that 
when they won’t hit anything else.”

The following are more specifics on his 
approach to catching Atchafalaya Basin bass.

Laying it down
Sumrall covers a lot of water while searching 

for stringer-stretching bass, but he slows down 
and concentrates whenever he comes across 

Sumrall beefs up his rod and pegs his 
tungsten weight when punching mats 
to catch post-spawn bass.
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a laydown extending into the 
water.

“There’s never a good time to 
pass up a laydown,” he said.

But he doesn’t just fire 
crankbaits or spinnerbaits 
into the tangle of branches.

“I’m going to fish the edge of 
the laydown and work my way 
inside,” Sumrall explained. 
“That way, if I catch fish on 
the outside I don’t’ disturb 
those (bass) on the inside (of 
the laydown).”

And he always begins with a 
soft-plastic creature bait.

“I don’t like to fish mov-
ing baits in there first,” the 
Bassmaster Elite Series rookie 
explained. “I’ve seen times 
when, if they don’t want a 
spinnerbait, they run from it.”

So he carefully fishes a soft-
plastic through the branches, 
working his way into the cen-
ter of the laydown.

Only when he’s satisfied he’s 
covered the entire fallen tree 
will he pick up a spinnerbait 
or square-bill.

“I’ll flip it real, real good 
(with a soft-plastic), and then 
come back and fish a moving 
bait through there,” Sumrall 
said. “It’s a way to maximize 
the laydown.”

Draining bass
Drains pulling water out of 

the flooded swamps of the 
Basin always attract bass, but 
Sumrall said this month they 
are especially productive.

“Any time you find a drain 
you want to fish it,” he said.

He said the reason is simple: 
The water seeping out of the 
swamps carries groceries into 
the main waterway.

“They’re there to eat,” 
Sumrall said.

He said any active drain 
should be probed, but there’s 
a clear signal of particularly 
productive run-outs.

“Birds at the mouth of a 
drain is always a tell-tale 
sign,” Sumrall said.

Working a laydown from the outside in with a soft-
plastic creature bait before pounding the wood 
with moving baits ensures you don’t spook fish.
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While he approaches laydowns 
cautiously, using slow-moving 
soft-plastics first, drains call for an 
aggressive approach.

“I start with moving baits,” Sumrall said.
These include Kajun Bass spinnerbaits and a 6th 

Sense Crush 50x, a small square-bill crankbait.
The reason he isn’t scared to throw these moving 

lures is that bass hanging around drains are ready to 
crunch anything swept out of the swamp.

“You can’t spook drain fish,” Sumrall said. “They’re 
there for a reason; they’re there to feed.”

Once he’s worked over a drain with moving baits, 
he switches to a soft-plastic (usually a Missile 
D-Bomb) and makes another pass.

“You can catch a vast number of fish in a drain,” he 
explained.

He said he ensures he fishes every part of the drain 
before moving on.

“You want to fish the two points of the drain, the 
drain itself and the down current side of the drain,” 
Sumrall explained.

Spinnerbait 101
Spinnerbaits can be deadly tools for post-spawn 

bass, and there are tons of options on the market.
But Marcus Curry of Kajun Boss Outdoor said there 

are some keys to ensuring you get the most out of 
the lures — and it all starts with quality components.

The Cal Coast Cull-N-Clip 2.0 securely holds fish 
without punching holes in the bass’ mouths. BELOW: 
When Caleb Sumrall fishes runouts, he starts with 
moving baits like a Kajun Boss spinnerbait to take 
advantage of the aggressive fish that pile up to feed 
on bait being swept from the swamps.

Post-spawn particulars

New cull 
system 
protects 
bass

There was a day when cull 
floats were attached to large 
clips that were stuck through 
bass’ jaws, but more and 
more tournament circuits are 
moving to non-penetrating 
floats.

The problem is that some 
clips, which just clamp down 
on a fish’s mouth, can slip 
— and then you quickly lose 
track of a fish in your livewell.

Louisiana’s newest Bass-
master Elite Series pro, Caleb 
Sumrall of New Iberia, said 
that’s not a problem with 
the Cal Coast Cull-N-Clip 2.0 
system.

“It holds them with no 
 problem whatsoever,”  

Sumrall said. 
He proved that during a recent 

trip to the Atchafalaya Basin.
“We have two fish pushing 4 

pounds here, and it holds them 
tight,” Sumrall said as he hefted 
the fish out of the livewell by 
the floats. “It slips down over 
the lip, and clips down tight.

“It’ll hold the fish all day long 
— no problem.”

Releasing the grip is as simple as 
pulling the black ring in the clip.

The Cal Coast Cull-N-Clip 2.0 
retails for $49.99.

Learn more at  
calcoastfishing.com.

continues on page 90
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North Louisiana is home to seven world-class bass fishing lakes in eight State Parks, 
including the No. 1 bass fishing lake in the country for the past two years. 

Get your FREE Bassport and start reeling in the big ones. 

Fish four lakes to earn a t-shirt or fish all eight parks to unlock awesome 
Louisiana swag. Tag your big bass photos with #LABassTrail and #OnlyLouisiana 

on social media for a chance to win bonus prizes.

Order your Bassport online or 
pick up at participating State Parks

Lou-Bass-Trail—Ads-Print.indd   1 1/15/18   2:02 PM

“I like a small, thinner wire because you get more vibration,” 
Curry said.

Of course, wire can be too thin, offering a ton of vibration but 
lasting just a few bites.

“If it’s too flimsy, it bends and breaks,” New Iberia pro angler 
Caleb Sumrall said.

Kajun Boss’ Gorilla Blades are built around a .032-gauge wire.
“It’s kind of a happy medium between being too flimsy and 

being too stiff,” Curry explained.
He also said his company uses stainless steel ball bearing 

swivels to ensure the back blades spin freely.
“When you stop it, the blade turns on the fall,” Curry said. “It 

basically never stops spinning.”
Kajun Boss features 24-karat gold-plated main blades to 

increase corrosion resistance, with just a ton of color options 
for the front blades.

The lure line also includes premium silicon skirts, which offer 
almost unlimited options.

“Basically, you can customize it to any color you want,” Curry 
said.

Of course, even the most-
beautiful spinnerbait is worth-
less if the hook isn’t razor 
sharp. So Curry said his com-
pany uses black nickel hooks 
to ensure penetration.

Learn more about Kajun Boss 
lures at kajunboss.com. ■
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Andy Crawford has spent 
nearly his entire career writing 
about and photographing 
Louisiana’s hunting and fishing 
community. Learn more about 
his work at www.AndyCraw-
ford.Photography.
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It was a massacre.
Fish blood, poop and slime covered the deck of the 

boat and the interior of the ice chest.
But wait; I’m getting ahead of myself. Let’s start at the 

beginning. 
The water in the canal smelled fishy when we got to 

the landing.
But was it lying to me?
A late northerly had blown through the day before. 

Would it work on the catfish’s heads like it does on bass 
and crappie — give ‘em lockjaw? Actually, I was worried.

The cool thing (especially that day, when it was nippy 
early, right after the front) about catfishing in Lake Des 
Allemands is that you don’t have 
to start early. 

Rudy Roussel and his father 
Larry planned to reach our 
spot at 9 a.m. “Why get 
up early when I never 
do well early,” shrugged 
Rudy. “I think it’s best in 
the middle of the day,” 
added Larry. 

Although the lake can be accessed from numerous 
launches, the Roussels always launch into Moll Canal off 
Louisiana Highway 3127. After launching and heading 
south - the only way you can go from the launch - the 
canal dead-ended in Bayou Pain.

Rudy hung a right in the bayou, which segued into 
Bayou Fortier. “Stay on plane here,” cautioned Rudy. 
“It’s shallow.” Bayou Fortier opened into Baie d’en Haut, 
which is part of the lake. 

Conveniently, their fishing spot was in the shallow 
water near the shoreline of Pointe Cypres Fausse, a big 
nipple-shaped point that juts far out into the open lake 
from its northern shore. 

At a seemingly random spot, Rudy cut his big engine 
and unlimbered his trolling motor to move the boat into 
the shallows. He didn’t use the little motor for stealth, but 
rather because the shallow waters of the lake are littered 
with submerged cypress stumps and snags.

He spudded down his Power-Poles in 3 feet of water. 
“I have my favorite spots,” he admitted, “but you can 
catch catfish almost anywhere. This isn’t the only good 
spot in the lake. Last year, they did even better on the 
eastern shore.

“A lot of people like to troll and cast. I like to stay 
in one spot. When they stop hitting, or if I’m 

not catching, I’ll move 30 to 100 yards up 
or down the shore and stop again.”

By Jerald Horst

Des Allemands

fat cats

Two rods twice as nice 
up next >

 Pre-spawn catfish are 
 feeding voraciously now in  
 warming springtime waters. 
 Here’s how they fill a box near the 
 “Catfish Capitol of the Universe.” 
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Two rods are Twice as nice

Each man quickly rigged two rods with hooks set 2 to 2 ½ feet 
deep beneath colorful corks. Each held one rod in his hands 
and laid the other on the boat’s deck beneath watchful eyes. 

“You catch more fish with two rods than one, but if a fish bites 
the rod on the deck, you can lose it before you lay the other one 
down and pick that one up,” explained the elder Roussel. 

“Another disadvantage, if you can call it that, is that when 
the bite gets hot, you can get lines between rods tangled.” 

They cast in all directions from the boat. If a cast didn’t yield 
a quick bite, they retrieved it and tried another spot, then kept 
casting back to the same spot until the fish stopped biting there.

It didn’t take long. Sometimes the cork eased off sideways, 
but more often it did the catfish thing. The cork went “bloop” 
and instantly disappeared. “If you just get a nibble,” coached 
Rudy, “let it set and they usually take it hard.”

Spring was a good time to be on the water in the lake. It 
wasn’t blistering hot yet. The new foliage of the cypress trees 
was still vibrantly green, rather than the sunburned dark 
green of mid-summer. 

Song birds were singing and crows were cawing, but most 
importantly the fish were biting. Someone always had a cat-
fish bouncing on the water’s surface or the boat’s deck. 

Rudy pulled ahead early, which really got his pop’s attention. 
“Ohhh, he’s ahead of me already. Now I’m really getting mad,” 
feigned Larry in mock anger. 

But by 10 a.m. the old man was really heating up. He was 
handicapped earlier by his self-assumed role as the desig-
nated ice chest opener. But he gave that up quickly, leaving 
the lid open for both men to toss their fish into the box. 

After throwing in three in a row, he was beaming. 
But before noon, they had to quit. Not ‘wanted to quit’ — 

had to quit. The big box was so full of fat-bellied female and 
bullheaded male catfish from 8 inches long up to 2 pounds 
that the lid would barely close. 

Yeah, it was a good day to be on the water. ■

Des Allemands fat cats

>

Rudy Roussel considers 
himself a bass fisherman, 
but likes the fast action 
that catfish provide.

The preferred bait for all of Rudy and Larry Roussel’s catfish-
ing were Canadian nightcrawlers, often called “cold worms” 
in bait shop lingo. 

These are big fat worms, so they most often put only a 
quarter to a half of a worm on the hook. “Use smaller pieces 
when they are biting 
good,” tutored Rudy. 
“When they aren’t 
biting good, you 
have to give them 
something to eat.”

They have tried 
other baits. Catalpa 
worms performed 
poorly for them. 
Crawfish and shrimp 
tails were only mar-
ginally better. “Don’t 
buy red wigglers,” 
commanded Larry. 

“They are too hard 
to get on the hook,” 
explained Rudy. 

“But when we catch 
a bream we cut it up for bait. Worms are better, but bream 

skin is so tough that you can use the same 
bait over and over again.”

Both men put their bait on the hook by 
threading it through the worm, rather 

than zig-zagging it on the hook. 
It wasn’t pretty and it sure  wasn’t 
natural-looking. 

“Catfish really can’t see real good,” 
chuckled Rudy, “so it doesn’t matter 

and threaded on, they stay on the 
hook so much better.”

“They really feed more by smell 
than sight,” agreed his father. ■

– Jerald Horst

mr. whIskers?
What’s for dinner,
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The Roussels always thread their 
worms on their hooks. 
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“I only fish for catfish in Lake Des Allemands at the end of March, 
all of April and the beginning of May,” said Rudy Roussel firmly.

“The fishing slows down after that and I change to bass fishing.”
The biology of the beasts may be why. Channel catfish, the 

main species they catch in the lake, are prolific spawners. Like 
blue catfish and flathead catfish, they nest in cavities — under 
stumps, in hollow logs, in holes dug into lake and bayou banks 
and in any man-made debris that is convenient. Five gallon 
buckets and old automobile tires work just dandy for the protec-
tive fish.

In April, males’ heads swell dramatically and their body color 
darkens. And they begin their search for cavities in which to 
spawn. Using their muscular jaws, they scour clean the interior 
surface of their cavity and sweep out all silt and debris with their 
fins.

In May, females swollen with eggs search for a mate in posses-
sion of a good nest. After brief courtship, mating occurs and the 
female leaves her eggs to the male to guard.

As soon as the young catfish leave the nest, the male prepares 
the cavity for the next mating. 
This goes on all summer, from 
May into early September. 
Males, half the population, sel-
dom get to forage for food, so 
they lose weight and the tex-
ture of their flesh deteriorates 
noticeably. And they aren’t 
available for hook-and-line fish-
ermen to catch, either.

The pre-spawn period cen-
tered in April, when the fish 
feed voraciously in the warm-
ing waters of spring, is when 
Roussel focuses his effort on 
the fish. ■

– Jerald Horst

and why
When to go

Gearing up up next >

The head of the male channel catfish on the right grows much 
larger than that of the comparable-sized female on the left. After 
spawning season, the male’s head will return to its normal size 
and it will become indistinguishable from a female.

Call 985-790-0862 or visit
www.thecrappiepsychic.com

to � nd a retailer near you!
thecrappiepsychic@yahoo.com

 THE SECRET WEAPON
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From The Crappie Psychic, LLCrom The Crappie Psychic, LLC

CRAPPIE TRAILERS
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more wiggle action
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IRRESISTIBLE!

TROUT TRAILERS 
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• Unique diamond shaped design
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TROUT MAGNET!
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Although they caught catfish in about equal numbers, the two 
men had different philosophies when it came to choice of rods 
and reels. 

Rudy wouldn’t be caught dead with anything but baitcasters, 
explaining that they better handle the braided line he likes. 

He prefers braided line because it floats. “There’s a lot of struc-
ture in the lake; fallen trees that lines can hang up on, especially 
on the rod that’s laying on the deck. And if I do hang up, braided 
line is stronger — strong enough to just straighten the hook 
sometimes rather than lose a rig.

“I can just straighten the hook with pliers. It saves time. And 
there is no stretch. When you set the hook, it’s set. 

“Also, the line is stronger for the occasional 15- to 20-pound 
blue cat we hook.”

He likes 25- to 45-pound PowerPro lines.
Dad Larry is more laid back. He fished with one baitcaster and 

one spinning rig. He admitted that baitcasters handle big fish 
better, but also likes how his spinning reel can cast light weights 
longer distances.

His choice of lines is 12- to 15-pound Trilene Big Game mono-
filament.

On the subject of hooks, Rudy is again more particular, only 
using 2/0 Mustad hooks — essentially trotline hooks with big 
eyes. Larry is not so discriminating, but does prefer long-shank 
hooks because he finds the fish easier to unhook. 

The men agreed on choice of corks, though. Both want 
weighted, elongated, clip-on foam corks in bright colors. Bright 
colors make it easier to see the corks, and weighted corks sit 
upright in the water, giving better indicators of strikes.

“The weight also helps you cast further,” said Larry. “Wind can be 
a big factor in the spring,” agreed Rudy.

Neither placed any additional weights on their lines. 
They like clip-ons because they are easy to adjust. Their goal is 

to set their corks to fish their baits 2 to 2 ½ feet deep, near the 
bottom — but not on the bottom. ■

– Jerald Horst

Louisiana’s limit for catfish is very liberal, 100 per person for 
channel, blue, and flathead catfish combined, and no limits for 
bullheads, locally called “pollywogs” or “mud cats.” 

But obeying size limits needs more attention. The minimum 
sizes are 14 inches for flathead catfish, 12 inches for blue cat-
fish and 11 inches for channel catfish, the latter being the most 
commonly caught species in Lake Des Allemands.

The law does 
allow recreational 
fishermen to keep 
up to 25 undersized 
catfish per person 
for all species 
combined. But it is 
surprisingly easy to 
lose track of how 
many undersized 
catfish one has 
when the fish are 
really biting.

A handy tip for 
“bucket fishermen” is that the inside diameter of a plastic 5-gal-
lon bucket is just a smidgen over 11 inches — the minimum 
size for channel catfish. ■

– Jerald Horst

Gearing up
limitsKnow your

Des Allemands fat cats

>

One fishes, the other cooks up next >

The weighted clip-on corks in 
Larry’s hand are both men’s 
choice for catfishing. 

Larry Roussel still fishes a lot, 
but can’t keep up with his 
hard-charging son Rudy.
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Rudy and Larry Roussel live in St. James 
Parish, along the Great River Road that fol-
lows the east bank of the Mississippi River 
between Baton Rouge and New Orleans.

Son Rudy at 30 is a fierce fisherman. His 
boat, a Ranger Intracoastal -essentially a 
high-performance bass boat - gives him 
away. It is equipped with soft-touch skid-
resistant padding instead of carpeting, 
more stainless steel, and an aluminum 
trailer instead of a galvanized one.

“I love to bass fish, but I also love saltwa-
ter,” he explained. “And I love catfish.

“I love fishing in general.”
Father Larry at 62 still fishes, but has 

become more famous for cooking as 
“Uncle Larry.” He picked up the moniker 
for his TV show In the Kitchen with Uncle 
Larry on WVLA in Baton Rouge and 
WGNO in New Orleans.

With multiple guest appearances on 
television stations and many articles in 
the state’s newspapers, Larry has retired 
from his day job at a refinery and begun 
his own food business named, naturally 
enough, Uncle Larry’s Food & Spice Com-
pany. 

His first product on the market was his 
seasoning and flavor enhancer, available 
on-line and at stores in Ascension, St. John, 
St. James, East Baton Rouge, Livingston 
and St. Tammany parishes. 

It’s good stuff, but it pales beside what’s 
coming: Stew in a Few, a liquid Cajun 
stew base; Ready, Set, Gumbo, a gumbo 
base in three versions, with okra, without 
okra, and with filé and no okra; Fabulous 
Fish Fry (corn meal based); Sensational 
Shrimp Fry (corn flour based) and a not-
yet-named dry gumbo base and a dry rub 
for barbecuing. 

Both guys like catfish. Rudy goes after 
big bruisers, 10- to 20-pound blue cats 
when flood stage Mississippi River waters 
invade the willow groves growing on the 
river batture (the land between the levee 
and the river bed).

For more “eating-size” catfish, he used to 
travel to Lake Verret and fish for channel 
catfish. “The first time we went to Verret, 
we caught 30 or 40. I was hooked right 
away,” he grinned.

Then he heard about Lake Des Alle-
mands, long famous for its big population 

of channel catfish. In 1975, the town of 
Des Allemands was proclaimed the Cat-
fish Capitol of the World, which was then 
upgraded by the Legislature in 1980 to 
the Catfish Capitol of the Universe.

“I went to a buddy’s house and he had a 
big ice chest full. I went the next day and 
did the same. Then I started bringing my 
dad because the fish are more plentiful 
than in Lake Verret.”

Both enjoy the fast-paced action of 
springtime Des Allemands catfishing. “I’m 
not a normal bass fisherman. I hate fishing 
plastic worms,” confessed Rudy. “They are 
too slow. I like to catch fish.”

As for Larry, he agreed that he likes the 
action, but for him, there’s more. “It’s a 
good-eating fish. It’s just fun — catching 
lots of fish. I’m here fishing for the table.” ■

– Jerald Horst

both like catfish
One fishes, the other cooks -

Jerald Horst is a retired 
Louisiana State University 
professor of fisheries. He 
is an active writer, book 
author and outdoorsman.
Jerald may be reached at 
jerald@rockinghorst.com.

Des Allemands fat cats

Catfish aficionados all agree that small fish 
taste better than big fish. Lake Des Allemands 
produces lots of perfect “eating-size” catfish.
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As Jeff Bruhl left the north shore of Lake Pontchartrain 
and went down Interstate12, the sky spit droplets 
on his truck’s windshield. And as he pulled up to the 

East Pearl River launch, things even got a little gloomier: His 
trailer tires were the only ones touching the gravel parking lot. 

There wasn’t another boat to be found.
Perhaps that was because it was a Monday morning. Or 

maybe it was due to the Pearl River being at 15 feet, making the 
water look like melted chocolate. 

Whatever the reason, Bruhl had the launch all to himself —and 
saw only three bass anglers all day long.

As Bruhl backed his Gator Trax off the trailer, the sun 
still hadn’t made much of an appearance, which was 
beneficial.

He made his way to a pond off the Rigolets he 
heard about from a friend that allegedly had bass 
up to 4 pounds in it.

When he arrived, however, the water was muddy 
due to high winds. He tried to putt around the pond 
to search for clean water, but he was unsuccessful. 

He quickly put his boat back on plane, and left 
with some casting practice, about 1,932 gnat bites 
and a wet buzzbait.

The tournament angler then scoured around and 
found a good-looking pond on the north side of Lake 
Catherine. It had all the right ingredients: Bait, crystal 

clean water and tons of grass.
But, unfortunately, the pond didn’t produce, leaving Bruhl’s 

livewell dryer than August asphalt.
Even though two hours had burnt off the clock with nothing to 

show for it, Bruhl didn’t fret in the least.
He headed for Geohagan’s Canal, a popular destination for 

wintertime speckled trout — but one that also houses bass 
this month.

The avid angler began casting a Zara Super Spook Junior 
along a bait-loaded shoreline, and within his first few casts, 
Bruhl hooked a trout — and it wasn’t a green trout.

A 15-inch speck came splashing over Bruhl’s gun-
nel. Although it wasn’t the right species, he was 

encouraged by what he saw. He continued 
chucking his topwater on the grass edge, and 

once he reached a point in the shoreline, 
Bruhl caught several bass up to 2 pounds 

— quite a sight on topwater.
After the bite played out, Bruhl ran to 

Sawmill Bayou, and he found a load of 
fish stacked on a point. The fish were 
gobbling up Flukes, lizards and worms, 

but, oddly enough, Bruhl couldn’t get 
them to touch a topwater lure.

Keys to catching 
up next >

 ‘Green trout’ are 

 on fi re in the ponds 

 and marshes off the 

 east Pearl river this month. 

 here’s one local angler’s plan of attack. 

By Joel Masson
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Keys to catching
This time of year, Bruhl fishes marsh bass a whole lot, and he 

said there are several keys to success. 
One of the first is to identify which stage of the spawn the fish 

are in.
“(Last year) was kind of warm, so the spawn is over with, 

but if I think they’re spawning, I’m going to go in the back of 
the ponds,” he said. “If they’re done spawning, I’ll go hunt the 
baitfish, and they might be at the run-outs and mouths of the 
main bayous.”

But the main bayous can be tricky. Filthy freshwater from the 
Pearl can plague them, according to Bruhl.

“If the water gets high enough, they’ll all be muddy,” he said. 
“There are certain bayous that face against the river flow, and 
they’re clean (most of the time.) They’re pretty protected from 
the flooding river.”

When fishing the bayous, Bruhl positions his boat in the cen-
ter, and casts toward the shoreline. Some shorelines have grass 
that meets right up to the bank. In that case, Bruhl casts on the 
edge of the grassline and works his bait toward the middle.

However, some bayous have grass toward the middle, leaving 
a donut of no grass on the edge. When this scenario is pre-

sented, Bruhl throws his bait between the bank and the inner 
edge of the grass line.

“A lot of times, I am just looking for grass mats, and I’m flip-
ping and pitching around it to see if I can get something to 
come out and take the bait,” he said.

Marsh Madness

Gauging the grass up next >

>

Jeff Bruhl finds marsh bass tend to pile 
up on points and drains. Above: Bruhl 
makes a cast in a marsh pond just after 
sunrise.



www.LouisianaSportsman.com April 2018 | Louisiana Sportsman 103

Jeff Bruhl uses a variety of lures to target 
Pearl River marsh bass this time of year.

When he’s fishing the ponds, Bruhl 
adjusts his lure selection based on how 
much water is over the grass. If there’s not 
much water between the top of the grass 
and the surface, he likes throwing a Sebile 
Pivot Frog.

That frog is unique because it utilizes a 
single, weighted swimbait hook, unlike 
most frogs which feature two hooks and 
no weight.

“If the grass is really thick and you can’t 
get a Ribbit frog to make vibration, then I 
just throw a walking or popping frog,” he 
said.

For low-water situations, Bruhl also fishes 
a soft plastic jerkbait. He prefers the Berkley 
Gulp Jerk Shad rigged on a weightless 
hook.

“That’s good this time of year because it 
has a slow, subtle fall,” he said.

Another lure Bruhl is a fan of 
is a weedless Berkley Power-
bait Chigger Craw.

“You want to swim it over the 
top and edges of the grass,” 
he said. “That imitates a crab, 
and you’ll catch bass and reds 
on it.”

If he’s targeting the edge of 
grass lines either in bayous, 
ponds or Geohagan’s Canal, 
Bruhl often reaches for either 
a Zara Super Spook Junior or 
a Pop-R. When he’s fishing the 
former, he likes the bleeding-
mullet color.

“It’s got a little bit of gold 
and blue on it,” he said. “It 
looks like a mullet.”

No matter what topwater 
hardbait he throws, Bruhl 
implements a slow retrieve.

“You want something that 
kind of walks and stays in 
one spot and splashes a bit,” 
he said. “They’ll come a foot 
or two to hit something, but 
they’re not going to chase a 
lot.”

Lastly, Bruhl never 
leaves the dock without a 

lightly-weighted 
Texas rig. It yields a 
lot of his fish in the 
springtime, espe-
cially when he’s fish-
ing slightly deeper 
bayous.

Bruhl uses a 1/8- to 
¼-ounce weight, 
as there’s not much 
need for anything 
heavier. He Texas rigs a Berkley Bottom 
Hopper, which is a 6-inch straight-tail 
worm.

Gear for this lure is extremely critical. Use 
your $15 Academy rod, and it’ll be a lot 
like fishing with a 3M scrubbing sponge. 

Stiff rods are vital for horsing the bass 
out of the submerged vegetation, so 
Bruhl uses a 7-foot, medium-heavy-power, 
fast-action rod to get the fish to the boat. 
He attaches an Abu Garcia STX 7.1.1 

gear-ratio baitcaster to the rod’s reel seat.
“I can take up line a little faster (with the 

high gear ratio),” he said.
The Covington resident spools his reels 

with either 20-pound Trilene Berkley Big 
Game monofilament or Berkley 100-per-
cent fluorocarbon.

In clearer water, he’ll throw the fluorocar-
bon because it’s practically invisible. ■

– Joel Masson

Best lures 
for marsh bass  

A Pop-R is one of Jeff Bruhl’s 
go-to lures this time of year.
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Gauging 
the grass

When he’s targeting the ponds, Bruhl 
likes hunting down the vegetation.

“Most of the ponds aren’t but about 
2 or 3 feet,” he said. “You want to 
fish around the patches of grass. 
Sometimes you’ll throw frogs on top, 
and sometimes, if you’ve got a little 
depth, you can throw worms in the 
middle.”

Many bass anglers always want to 
work the shoreline, but Bruhl said 
that’s a big mistake.

“I’ve seen it where you go right in 
the middle of the pond with just a 
little popper, and if the water is high 
enough over the grass, you can catch 
a lot of fish doing that,” he said.

What lures Bruhl fishes depends on 
the height of the water in the ponds. 
Some ponds are naturally deeper or 
shallower, but a large portion of the 
depth is affected by the tide.

“If you have grass that’s pretty high, 
you’re going to have to use a frog or a 
Fluke,” he said.

Bruhl actually prefers the ponds 
when they’re low.

“When you get a northerly flow to 
push the water out of the ponds, that’s 
when you start looking at them,” he 
said. “That north wind will drain 

Marsh Madness

>

Jeff Bruhl hunts around for the 
cleanest water he can find when 
targeting marsh bass.

A bleeding mullet-colored Zara Super 
Spook Junior is one of Jeff Bruhl’s 
favorite baits this time of year.

some of the ponds.”
If the grass is short from the bottom, 

or if the tide is high, Bruhl likes work-
ing light Texas-rigs around the grass.

One thing that is of no shortage in 
the marsh this time of year is prey, 
according to Bruhl.

“In the springtime, you’re going to 
have bait just about everywhere,” he 
said. “Shad will migrate in and out of 
the Gulf this time of year, and mullet 

will start spawning.”
Topwater baits are exciting no mat-

ter the species you’re fishing for, and 
surface lures are always tied on in 
Bruhl’s boat.

“If you have a cloudy day, you can 
fish (topwater) all day long,” he said. 
“Most of the time when the sun comes 
out, you’re going to have to pitch 
something, or throw a Texas rig to get 
the bite.”



www.LouisianaSportsman.com April 2018 | Louisiana Sportsman 105

If you’re a bass purist, fishing the marsh probably isn’t the best 
place. That’s because it’s virtually impossible to target bass 
without bumping into other species.

“You’ll find (redfish) mixed in with the bass,” Bruhl said. 
“Usually if you’re catching reds that means the bass are right 
there with them because the food is there. They feed off the 
same stuff.”

Marsh bass aren’t known to be monsters, and that’s particu-
larly true after the spawn.

“Once the spawn is over, if you catch 1- or 2-pound fish, that’s 
normal,” Bruhl said. “You’re not going to win many tourna-
ments in these areas. It’s more of a fun-fishing kind of place.”

One of the biggest keys to catching bass this time of year is to 
move until you find the fish.

“The fish are going to be in tight, little groups,” he said. “You 
might go along the bank and not get a bite, and then you might 
catch four or five fish off a point, a drain or just down the bank 
somewhere.”

Fishing the bayous and ponds off the East Pearl is a great way to 
help youth get into bass fish-
ing, according to Bruhl.

“If you’ve got kids you want 
to teach how to fish, give 
them a red-shad worm, turn 
them loose and they’re going 
to catch fish,” he said. ■

Joel Masson is an 
avid angler who has 
fished South Louisiana 
his whole life. He lives 
in Mandeville.  
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A s common as gaspergou are 
in Louisiana and the United 
States, few people realize 
how unique this freshwater 

species really is. Virtually any waters that 
connect with the Mississippi, Pearl and 
Mobile river systems and all the Great 
Lakes except Lake Superior are home 
to the species — 27 states. The species 
has also been introduced by man into 
states as far-flung as California and 
Massachusetts.

To the south, the fish is found through 
eastern Mexico into Rio Usumacinta in 
Guatemala. 

In short, the fish is nearly everywhere in 
North America.

Louisiana seems to be the heart of the 
beast’s range. It is the only state in the 
Union in which every square foot is listed 
as being home to gaspergou. It is com-
mon in lakes, reservoirs, bayous, and 
rivers. It reaches peak abundance in the 
large, turbid waters of the Mississippi, 
Red, and Atchafalaya rivers. Probably the 
only place it isn’t common is in small, 

clear, swiftly flowing, sandy-bottomed 
headwater streams.

Gou are an  
odd fish

Gaspergou, or “gou,” as we more often 
call it, is a Louisiana name. More prop-
erly, the species is known as the freshwa-
ter drum. 

It is a unique fish for a bunch of reasons. 
It is the only member of the drum family 
found totally in freshwater. Some, such 
as redfish, can penetrate deeply into 
freshwater and thrive there much of their 
lives, but they can’t spawn there. They 
have to go back to their saltwater roots 
to do that. 

Another interesting characteristic of 
the fish is that they possess a tapetum 
lucidum in each eye, a feature easy to 
see in the light of a camera’s flash or a 
flashlight at night. A tapetum lucidum 
is a layer of cells behind the retina of the 
eye that gathers light and reflects it back 
through the retina.

Tapeta lucida provide superior night 

vision to animals that are active in low-
light conditions or at night. Found in 
wolves (and dogs), all species of cats, 
deer, rabbits and many other creatures, 
it is absent in daylight-loving creatures 
such as humans and birds.

It is uncommon in fish, with the best 
known exceptions being the walleye and 
the much less noted gaspergou. In both 
species their eyes shine brightly. In gou, 
the feature may have evolved to allow 
the fish to see better in the 50 to 60-foot 
depths of muddy rivers.

Gou are also unique in possessing “lucky 
bones.” These are actually otoliths or ear 
bones and all fish possess a pair. Located 
behind and above each eye, they float 
loosely inside the inner ear of the fish 

Jerald Horst

creature
feature

Gaspergou are 
everywhere

Bass fisherman Beak Jacob grins 
as if he won the booby prize with 
this gou that hit his jig in the Pearl 
River. below: A hard-fighting 
Saline Lake gou brought a grin to 
Tyler Bordelon’s face.
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and help it maintain its balance. Without 
them, a fish could not remain upright.

What is unique about them in gasper-
gou is their size. They are huge. A 12- to 
14-inch fish will have otoliths nearly as 
large as a nickel. They are extremely hard 
and look almost polished and ivory-like. 
They are so hard that they don’t even 
break down in the digestive system of 
another fish that eats a gou.

In the Great Lakes and other places with 
hard beaches, these durable otoliths often 
wash up on shore. They received their 
nickname of lucky bones because the 
otolith from the right side of the fish has a 
very noticeable L-shaped groove in it. (The 
one on the left side is more J-shaped.) 

Grow slow:  
grow big

Gaspergou are not a particularly 
fast-growing species, reaching 4.4 to 
5.8 inches at the end of their first year. 
Gaspergou can reach 12 inches in length 
(the minimum legal commercial size 
in Louisiana) as early as 3 years in the 
South and as late as 5 years in the north-
erly waters of the Great Lakes. 

By 10 years old, gou may only be 17 

inches long and weigh a little over 2 
pounds in the Great Lakes, but 24 to 
28 inches long in the South, where the 
growing season is longer. Females grow 
faster than males after age 4.

Gaspergou grow large. The world record 
is 54 pounds, 8 ounces, and was caught 
from Nickajack Lake in Tennessee 
in 1972. They can also live to be very 
old. A 72-year-old fish from Red Lake, 
Minnesota was aged. Thirty-two-year 
old fish have been aged from the Cahaba 
River in Alabama. 

Gou are easy to 
catch because they 
eat everything
Because gaspergou have large crushing 

teeth in their throats, it was long assumed 
that their primary diet was clams and 
mussels. Research now indicates that 
adults feed more heavily upon immature 
aquatic insects, crawfish and fish. 

Some times of the year, fish, especially 
shad, can make up more than 90 percent 
of their diet. Also eaten are shiners, 
young bluegill and crappie, and bullhead 
catfish, as well as other species, includ-

ing quite a few of their own kind. Some 
clams and other mollusks are also eaten.

A Lake Pontchartrain study done in 
1961 showed gaspergou as major con-
sumers of mud crabs, small blue crabs 
and rangia clams.

Take a gou home 
for dinner

Gaspergou are commonly caught by 
Louisiana fishermen and are excellent 
table fare if prepared right (Hint: Don’t fry 
them.) They must however be handled 
properly. They die quickly out of water, 
even on a stringer or in a live basket.

Gou should be iced immediately after 
being caught. Their flesh has a high fat 
content and upon death, the fat oxi-
dizes rapidly, especially in hot weather. 
Poorly handled gou quickly develop a 
“fishy” flavor. ■

Jerald Horst is a retired Louisiana State 
University professor of fisheries. He is an active 
writer, book author and outdoorsman. Jerald 
may be reached at jerald@rockinghorst.com.
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Capt. Paul Titus

Ask Capt. 
Paul

Capt. Paul’s 
fishing edge 
for Pearl 
River WMA 
Turkey hunters: waypoints  
aren’t just for fishing

T he Pearl River Wildlife 
Management Area is 
located between the Pearl 
River at the Louisiana-

Mississippi state boundary, and the 
West Pearl river from the east end 
of the Rigolets by the Mississippi 
Sound to a point where I-59 crosses 
its boundary. 

It offers a variety of outdoor sports 
activities, a nature trail and hunting 
for numerous game, and includes a 
shooting range and camping facili-
ties by one of the many boat launch 
locations. Naturally, with all of the 
criss-crossed small rivers and bay-
ous, it is a great location for fresh-
water fishing — and the southern 
part of the river estuary is a great 
location for salt and brackish water 
species of fish. I have hunted deer, 
turkey, squirrels, waterfowl and 
hogs as well as have fished the 
WMA. Wildlife and Fisheries has a 
rough map of the area, and a list all 
of the regulations as to when and 

how to make use of the area which 
can be found on the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries website.  

Note that there are procedures 
when the river level reaches 16.5, 
with all hunting except waterfowl 
closed.

The Capt. Paul’s Fishing Edge is a 
natural for the WMA. The Edge has 
over 135 fishing and hunting loca-
tions in and around the area.

It has bass fishing spots, such 
as Peach Lake, WP# PR46 at the 
Middle Pearl River and Peach Lake 
at 30°18.9230’N.Lat. ~89°41.3546’ 
W. Long., and WP # PR53 at 
Steamboat Bayou at Middle River 
at 30°15.9133’N. Lat. ~ 89°39.4273’ 
W. Long. and Johnson Lake 
WP#PR50 at 30°18.1913’ N. Lat. ~ 
89°40.3780’ W. Long. Naturally the 
deeper West Pearl and Pearl River 
are excellent catfish locations. The 
Rigolets at East Pass of the Little 
Lake at WP# PR68 at 30°09.7380’ N. 
Lat. ~ 89°37.5347’ W. Long. is great 

Got a 
question for 
the Captain?

Email it to  
capt@lasmag.com



www.LouisianaSportsman.com April 2018 | Louisiana Sportsman 109

saltwater fishing along the northwest 
side by the old pilings.

huntinG spots
Hunting locations such as Holden 

Pond at Gobbler Bayou at WP# PR15 
at 30°21.8131’ N. Lat. ~ 89°40.4987’ W. 
Long. and Murdock Eddy Lake, shown 
as WP# PR38 at 30°23.6482’N. Lat. ~ 
89°40.6723’W. Long. offer excellent tur-
key and deer hunting, as does many of 
the rolling slews. Squirrels also can be 
around throughout the hardwoods adja-
cent to these slews. 

Naturally those Edge locations in the 
land areas are designed for hunting on 
foot, and those in or at water junctions 
are designed to be reached via boat.

I have hunted on foot via the Old 
Highway 11 access road, but I prefer to 
access the WMA via boat. It allows for a 
day that consists of a morning hunt and 
a fishing afternoon.

But I suggest that you actually check out 
the area before trying to make an actual 
hunt. Remember to bring a compass and 
a hard copy of a map of the area along, as 

you will need it to navigate safely. 
U.S.G.S. Topographical maps Nicholson, 

Miss-La. #30089-D6-FT-024 and Rigolets 
LA. #300089-B6-TF-024 should cover most 
of the WMA. 

As always, please show respect to other 
anglers around you and obey all of the 
WMA regulations. 

All positions are determined using 
WGS datum and are stated as Degrees, 
Minutes and ten thousandths of a min-
ute (DDD, MM.mmmm).

Capt. Paul’s Fishing Edge of GPS way-
points has this and many other locations 
statewide. 

Get the edGe
All of the EDGE programs are sent as an 

e-mail attachment for your computer via 
your address. This data download enters 
all of Capt. Paul’s waypoints into your 
unit in a matter of seconds.

To order an Edge file, you must have an 
e-mail address that accepts attachments.  
All available Fishing Edge files can be 
found in the Louisiana Sportsman’s 
Outdoor Store (www.sportsmangear.com.) 

In addition, there are several links 
throughout Louisiana Sportsman’s 
website which will bring you to the Edge 
ordering page. 

Remember that you must state your 
brand of GPS unit, your email address 
and your selected area. The Edge files 
are NOT interchangeable with different 
brand name  units, so be sure to make 
the correct selection for your GPS.

Capt. Paul’s Fishing Edge of GPS 
Waypoints will give you a big edge in nav-
igating, hunting and fishing the area. ■

 – Capt. Paul

order
yours
todAy
www.sportsmangear.com

order

Capt. Paul Titus has been responding to 
GPS questions on LouisianaSportsman.com 
since 2000. He has been fi shing and hunting 
in Louisiana since 1957. Titus holds a USCG 
license and conducts instruction courses in 
the use of GPS for private individuals and 
government agencies.

BLACKJACK...
INSPIRED PERFORMANCE!
The new BlackJack 256!

For more information 
or to � nd a dealer near you, visit
www.blackjackboats.com
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• Apr. 6-7 (Fri-Sat) - Lake Athens Fly Fish-
ing Fest and Big Bass Tournament, Lake 
Athens Marina, Athens, TX. Free admission, 
tourney entry fee $40. Seminars, casting, 
vendors, exhibits, food, raffles. Proceeds ben-
efit Project Healing Waters. Website: www.
johnnyonthefly.com.
• Apr. 14 (Sat) - Fly Fishing 101, Booker-
Fowler Hatchery, 10 Joan Stokes Road, For-
est Hill. 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Free workshop 
covering tackle, knots and leaders, flies and 
hands-on casting. Pre-registration required. 
Hosted by Kisatchie Fly Fishers. Website: 
www.kisatchiefly.org.
• Apr. 21 (Sat) - 2018 Fly Fishing Film Tour, 
Pack and Paddle, 601 East Pinhook, Lafayette. 
Tickets $15. Happy Hour at 3:30 p.m., show-
ing at 5:30 p.m. Tickets limited, so advance 
purchase recommended. Website: www.
packpaddle.com.
• Apr. 28-29 (Sat-Sun) - 2nd annual Fly 
Fishin For The Mission Tournament, PAC 
Kayak Rentals, Pointe-aux-Chenes. Fish from 
boat or kayak. Two person teams (two kayak-
ers per team). Entry fee: $50 per team. Sat-
urday activities include casting clinics, kayak 
demos, heroes fishing. Sunday tournament. 
Benefits Mission Six charity. Website: www.
trollsquadfishing.com.
• May 5 (Sat) - 7th annual Bass On The Fly 
tournament, Lake Fork Marina, TX. Friday 
activities include casting clinics and kayak 
demos. Saturday fishing day. Entry fee $60. 
CPR tournament, categories motorboat and 
non-boat (kayak, bank). Benefits Reel Recov-
ery. Website: www.bassonthefly.org.

Upcoming Events

Catch Cormier

Fly Lines

Trout 
fishing 101
Basics for pursuing the world’s 
top gamefish

O ne common question 
I get from newbies is, 
“Where and how do 
I fly fish for rainbow 

trout?”
I understand the fascination with 

trout. They are colorful fish, live in 
scenic habitat, feed vigorously on 
surface bugs and when hooked, 
make spectacular leaps. 

Entire books have been written on 
the subject, so condensing this into 
several hundred words won’t be 
easy. Consider this just a starting 
point in a long journey.

Tackle
The standard de facto rod is a 

5-weight, paired with a matching 
weight-forward line. In most east-
ern waters, a 4-weight is suitable. 
But out west, windy conditions and 
big water may require a 6-weight or 
even 7-weight.

Trout insist that the fly drift 
naturally in the current. In moving 
water, with many subcurrents that 
tug on line, that’s a tough task. 

An 8 ½ or 9-foot rod is the solu-
tion. This length rod works best for 
“slack casts” such as reach-mend, 

curve and parachute casts. 
Once the line is on the water, the 

longer rod allows for a technique 
known as mending. Mending is 
basically flipping part of the line 
upstream. Combined with a slack 
cast, it allows for the fly to main-
tain a long drag-free float.

The reel doesn’t need a strong 
drag, but it should have a smooth 
drag to protect light tippets.

For trout fishing, I typically use 
store-bought tapered leaders with 
5x tippet. I then carry spools of 4X, 
5X and 6X tippet to replace any 
lost.

Accessories
Most trout fishing is wading. For 

that reason, I suggest lightweight 
breathable stocking-foot waders 
matched with wading boots that 
have felt soles. The felt soles help 
prevent slipping on algae-covered 
rocks.

Underneath the waders you’ll 
want to wear nylon or fleece pants, 
along with wool or synthetic socks. 
Even if the waders stay watertight, 
condensation can build up under-
neath. Quick-drying apparel helps 

Just over two hours from Shreveport, 
the Little Missouri River is a trout 
angler’s paradise.

>
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wick that moisture away.
The vest is the iconic symbol of 

the trout angler. In recent years, 
sling packs have become the 
preferred alternative. Whichever 
you choose, make sure it has 
enough pockets for fly boxes, tip-

pet spools, dry fly floatant, read-
ing glasses and your waterproof 
camera. 

Nippers help cut line when 
changing flies or replacing tippet. 
Forceps help to safely remove the 
hook from the fish’s mouth and 

April offers some of the 
best fishing of the year 
for both fresh and marsh 
species. Tough decisions 
ahead.

Bream will be on the 
beds. Early and late, 
popping bugs will be 
the ticket. During the 
day, cast Jitterbees, Cap 
Spiders, Slow Sinking 
Spiders, or Hares Ears 
suspended 3 to 4 feet 
under a strike indicator. 
Cast and twitch the float 
an inch or 2, then pause. 
Most strikes come on the 
pause.

Some bass will still 
be spawning. Work 
woolybuggers, leeches 
and streamers slowly 
over bedding areas. In 
areas where bass have 
spawned, popper action 
should be terrific.

Small crabs and shrimp 
will be moving into the 
interior marsh ponds. 
So now is a good time 
to break out a LaFleur’s 
Charlie, Gulf Toad or 
Redfish Ritalin. If heavy 
grass is an issue, try a 
bendback-style fly. 

Later this month, big 
speckled trout will be in 
the surf. Don your wad-
ers and toss out Crease 
Flies or Skipping Bugs. 
Big baitfish patterns like 
Whitlock’s Baitfish and 
Deceivers are good also.

April is caddis time on 
the Little Missouri River 
in southwest Arkansas. 
An Elk Hair Caddis will 
have to compete against 
swarms of the natural, 
but there’s plenty fish 
in the river to help your 
odds. ■

Tippets

continues on page 112

H&M MARINE

NEW MODEL 2018 BOATS & ACCESSORIES AT 2017 PRICES!

1217 W. 2ND ST. • CROWLEY, LA  
337-783-1194

Five Star 
Certi� ed

Service Dealer

LIFETIME 
HULL 

WARRANTY 
ON ALL 
BOATS

YAMAHA TECHNICIANS

From left to right are Ronald Primeaux, Allen Hebert, Robbie Simon.

BASS BOATS

BAY BOATS

PONTOONS

2018 XPRESS BOATS COMING IN WEEKLY

YAMAHA OUTBOARDS WINTER SUPER DEAL

Clear mountain streams and 
colorful, hard-fighting specimens 
make trout fishing so appealing.
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crush barbs on flies. 
A mesh net will help land trout safely 

while protecting their slime layer. To 
keep the net from tangling with your 
line, get a magnetic attachment that pins 
to the back of your vest. When needed, 
grab the net behind your back and sim-
ply pull it loose.

Finally, a brimmed hat and polarized 
glasses are necessary to cut glare and see 
the bottom when wading. They also help 
to spot fish. 

Where the  
trout are

While Louisiana is one of only three 
states that doesn’t have year-round fish-
ing for trout, there are several terrific 
waters within a day’s drive. 

Nearby locales include the Little 
Missouri River in Murfreesboro, 
Arkansas (2.5 hours from Shreveport), 
Lower Mountain Fork in Broken 
Bow, Oklahoma (2.5 hours from 
Shreveport),and Sipsey in Jasper, 
Alabama (5 hours from Slidell). 

Just a few hours more takes you to blue-
ribbon waters: the Red River, the White 
River and Norfork (northern Arkansas), 
and the Caney Fork (central Tennessee).

Once you arrive at your destination, then 
comes the hard part: Finding the fish and 
determining what they’re feeding on.

Every river has three areas where trout 
will concentrate. These are known as 
holding lies, feeding lies,and prime lies. 

Holding lies are where the trout seek 
protection from predators. Feeding lies 
are where adequate food exists, e.g., 
where insect hatches are most prolific. 
Prime lies are areas which offer both pro-
tection and abundant food.

Your best fishing under any conditions 
will be in prime lies. This type of water 
will be deep runs, undercut banks, or 
plunge pools. Streamers and nymphs 
are good choices for flies, although dries 
work well at times.

During hatches, the feeding lies can 
produce lots of action. Examples of feed-
ing lies include riffles, tailouts and shal-
low flats with large rocks.

Part of the fun in trout fishing is discov-
ering various lies in a river and determin-
ing the flies, time of day,and other factors 
for success at each lie.

If this very basic overview of trout 
fishing appeals to you, give it a try. But 
beware — it’s addictive. ■

continued

Fly Lines Food for thought:
You can be at the right spot, have the right tackle 

and make great casts — and still get skunked 
if you can’t “match the hatch” for the particular 
water you fish.

That’s why it’s critical to do some homework in 
advance of your trip. Go online or call the local 
fly shop to learn what the trout are feeding on. 
Chances are excellent the shop carries those flies.

Be aware that during a hatch, trout will switch 
from feeding surface (dries) to feeding just below 
the film (emergers). So prepare to have both dry 
and emerger forms of that insect in your box.

Glen ‘Catch’ Cormier 
has pursued fish on the fly for 30 years. A 
certified casting instructor and renowned fly 
tier, he and his family live in Cotile.
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it’s (finally) time 
to talk turkey

It’s critical that hunters report all harvested 
gobblers so the LDWF can determine the 
effectiveness of the late season.

David Moreland

Grunts & 
Gobbles

that day. 
Hopefully it will be a successful season 

for Bayou State hunters. If not, the 
LDWF biologists are ready to take the 
blame for the late season opener. But 
hunters should be willing to let this 
experiment run its course and see if the 
late season does improve nesting suc-
cess around the state.

There has been plenty of time for hunt-
ers to scout the woods and locate toms. 
Observing wild turkeys going about their 
daily routine is a great way to connect 
with a bird. Turkeys will generally follow 
the same pattern and route every day, so 
just watching their movements will give 
you an edge with filling a tag. 

Of course, the later season should 
mean that most hens are sitting on eggs 
and are not visiting the toms anymore, 
which means the toms should be eager 
to come to your calling. Remember, 
aggressive calling that is often used by 
hunters during the peak of gobbling 
may not be what those gobblers want 
to hear. A few soft clucks mixed with a 
little purring may just be the ticket. And 
instead of using gobbler decoys mixed 
with hens, a single hen decoy may prove 
to be more effective.

Keep in mind that seasons are differ-

ent on our public lands than what they 
are on private land. And remember that 
areas where you may have been feeding 
turkeys is considered a baited area for 
15 days following removal of the feed. If 
there are locations where feed is avail-
able, hunters cannot hunt within 200 
yards of these feeding areas. Reporting 
harvested gobblers is a must so that our 
wildlife biologists can accurately deter-
mine how this new season structure is 
working. And if you happen to observe 
sick turkeys, please contact the biolo-
gists and let them know what you saw 
or found.

Spring has sprung
In mid-February, the Mayhaw, plums, 

blueberries and pear trees were flowing, 
and yellow jessamine vine along with the 
field bluets, wild violets and several other 
early-spring wild flowers were blooming. 

Elderberry shrubs were leafing out, 
along with arrowwood, black cherry and 
the mulberry trees. 

The cold winter may have been what 
was needed for a good fruiting season 
for our soft mast trees and shrubs. Soft 
mast fruits provide quality nutrition 
for deer, turkeys and other wildlife. If 
your habitat is lacking in such trees 

and shrubs, you would be wise to make 
plans to incorporate them into your 
management program.

A mid-February trip to Pearl River 
WMA found flooded conditions with 
the Mayhaw trees blooming away. The 
old swamp hunters would say that if the 
Mayhaws flower in water, the fruit will 
drop in water. I remember one year on 
the Pearl when the late Robert Helm 
and I would drive the bateau under the 
Mayhaw trees and shake the trees  to let 
the fruit fall into the boat. It’s a pretty easy 
way to get some berries for jelly making.

Quality nutrition is a must for deer in 
the spring as they begin to recover from 
the winter months, and begin increas-
ing body size and growing new antlers. 
Clover, chickory and winter peas planted 
in the food plots last fall provide the 
quality nutrition that deer need. If you let 
the winter grasses seed out, both game 
and song birds will benefit from the seed. 

With a mediocre mast crop in 2017, 
deer will be foraging heavily in an effort 

Pick up 
your copy 
today
www.sportsmanGear.com 

T he delay of the 2018 turkey sea-
son until April 7 has no doubt 
been an agonizing wait for 
members of the Tenth Legion, 

but now this elite group of hunters are in 
action. I suspect many got things started 
on March 30 with the opening of the 
youth weekend. My 7-year-old grandson 
worked the squirrels over in February, 
and is ready to be in the turkey blind on 
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to catch up and start growing for next 
season. Does have been bred and will 
need quality nutrition to keep not only 
themselves in good condition, but to 
maintain pregnancy. Research has 
shown that quality nutrition is a must for 
a deer herd to be productive, with most 
adult does giving birth to twins.

“The worst that 
could happen”

This song by the group Brooklyn 
Bridge in the late ‘60s is quite appropri-
ate for the discovery of chronic wasting 
disease (CWD) in Mississippi. Our game 
agencies are on top of the situation, 
and will be testing additional deer 
over the next few months to determine 
just how prevalent it is in that region 
of the Magnolia State  and potentially 
Louisiana. I am hoping that this is 
just a very isolated incident; perhaps 
some idiot took a sick deer out of a pen 
and turned it loose to avoid complica-
tions with their program. It just seems 
strange that a sick deer with symptoms 
was found, because usually the disease 

is located by random test-
ing of deer. In this case, the 
animal and carcass will be 
disposed of and removed 
from the environment. But 
there are many hunters in 
Mississippi and Louisiana 
who hunt out West, and it’s 
also possible that infected 
cervids were brought into the 
state in past years and those carcasses 
were disposed of on the landscape 
where wild deer could be infected. If 
it is a wild free-ranging deer, then cer-
tainly increased testing will find more 
animals with the disease.

While this is bad, it’s not the end of the 
world and of deer hunting as we know 
it. States that have had the disease for 
several years have learned to adapt and 
deal with it. Louisiana hunters who hunt 
in Mississippi will continue to follow 
the protocol regarding deer harvested 
out-of-state, and will not be able to bring 
in harvested deer unless they adhere to 
the transport and possession regulations 
that were put into place in 2017. 

Louisiana is now surrounded by states 
with CWD, so it could be just a matter 
of time before it does show up here. I 
would hope that this finding spurs our 
Agricultural  Department into action to 
start keeping closer tabs on the cervid 
pens and facilities they manage, because 
such scrutiny has been lacking in the 
past. ■

Dave Moreland is the author of the new 
book Louisiana Whitetails, which explains 
how to grow big deer and where to hunt them.
The book is available at www.SportsmanGear.
com and at Amazon.com.

Quality spring forage is 
a must for young deer to 
grow to their potential.
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D usty Anders of Deville was 
excited when he called an out-
door writer in early February.

The 50-year-old Alexandria 
firefighter, an avid bass angler and part-
time fishing guide, had just boated an 
8-pound bass at Toledo Bend on one of 
his favorite new soft plastics. 

He thought it was high time to get the 
word out about the Speed Scremer made 
by Tyler, Texas-based Creme Lure Co. and 
designed by his good friend Mike Clark of 
Rock Hill, which is north of Tioga.

Anders said he’s used Speed Scremers to 
put bass in the boat at Toledo Bend, and 
on the Red, Cane and Sabine rivers.

“Mike gave them to me a few months 
ago,” he said, noting the versatile 3 ½ 

inch-long soft plastic comes in 10 popu-
lar colors.

“The ones we got weren’t packaged yet. 
They were in Ziploc bags. (But) the fish 
don’t care,” he said with a chuckle.

In his opinion, Creme Lure Co. has 
another winner on its hands. The arti-
ficial lure manufacturer, born in 1949 
in Akron, Ohio, developed soft plastics 
that have been relied on over the past six 
decades, including the Creme Scoundrel, 
one of my favorites when I got into bass 
fishing seriously in 1976.

There have been many fish caught on 
their products leading up to the Speed 
Scremer and the new FlipFlop.

Brett Preuett of Monroe knows how 
effective Speed Scremers are after relying 

on them to finish in the money earlier 
this year at the first stop on the FLW 
Tour for 2018.

Preuett, introduced to Creme’s Speed 
Scremer last fall by Clark, used the new 
soft plastic to catch 12 of the 15 bass 
he weighed-in to finish 19th at Lake 
Okeechobee. The former Bassmaster 
Elite Series angler was swimming it 
Texas-rigged with a pegged worm 
weight, and also had it on the back of a 
swim jig.

Anders tipped his cap to Clark, who 
has been coming up with soft-plastic 

Creme’s new Speed Scremer is a versatile creature bait 
with lots of action, and comes in 10 colors. The lure is 
available now at Bass Pro Shops. 

Don Shoopman

Lure 
review

Creme Speed 
Scremers
bass love the new soft-plastic 
creature bait

The Speed Scremer 
features “arms” that 
provide maximum 
action bass just 
can’t resist. 
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lure designs for Creme since 1993. His 
first entry into the market was a Devil’s 
Toe (he swears he didn’t come up with 
the name), a 4-inch French fry-style soft 
plastic that floated and gained popular-
ity when used on Carolina rigs.

He also designed the Fish Frog, which 
was renamed Dudad. And the hits kept 
coming.

“A few years ago I designed a bait called 
the Reel Scremer, a swim bait,” he said.

BIRTH OF THE BAIT
After that soft plastic’s success, Anders 

stayed in his fishin’ buddy’s ear about 
making another soft plastic, Clark said.

“The last two, three years, he’s been on 
me. He said, ‘Man, we’ve got to get Creme 
to make a small flippin’ bait, based on 
trends ” in the ever-changing world of 
bass fishing, he said.

“I drew it out at first. A buddy of mine 
drew it up on a computer,” he said, not-
ing a main feature was two “arms,” one 
on each side, with a tiny paddle-like 
appendage similar to a popular Creme 
crappie soft plastic. There is a slot top 
and bottom of the soft plastic.

After a few prototypes were made and in 
the field testing, Clark was mowing grass 

at his home near a pond when Preuett 
dropped by to visit Chance Downs, 
Clark’s son-in-law who lives next door. 
Preuett and Downs are good friends, and 
all three share a passion for catching 
bass. Downs and his young son were fish-
ing at the pond with a Speed Scremer.

It was there Preuett took an immediate 
liking to the lure.

“Brett said, ‘I love the way it looks.’ He 
couldn’t believe the action of those legs 
in the water. They caught 12. That was 
last fall. He asked if Creme would take it 
on,” Clark said.

FINE-TUNING
The prototype was sent out west to 

mold-maker Kevin Jones, who sent a pro-
totype to Creme owner Wayne Kent.

“We tweaked it. I thinned out the tails 
and changed the shape a tiny bit trying 
to get maximum action,” he said. “I think 
it’ll be a great success. It’s so versatile.”

The Speed Scremer got into some 
stores around the end of the year, Anders 
said, and made its big debut the week of 
March 16 at the Bassmaster Classic in 
South Carolina. It recently found its way 
to shelves at Bass Pro Shops, Clark said.

There’s more to the Speed Scremer than 

its seductive action, Anders said, noting 
each soft plastic is tough.

“Creme baits hold up. I catch more fish 
on one. I caught seven or eight the other 
day on one bait,” he said.

For more information on Creme Speed 
Scremers and other Creme Lure Co. 
products, go to www.cremelure.com or 
call (903) 561-0522. ■

Don Shoopman fishes for freshwater and 
saltwater species mostly in and around the 
Atchafalaya Basin and Vermilion Bay. He 
moved to the Sportsman’s Paradise in 1976, 
and he and his wife June live in New Iberia. 
They have two grown sons.
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24’ CUSTOM 
ALUMINUM BAY BOAT

ALL NEW
2072 DUAL CONSOLE

Scully 24’  Bay Boat specs: Length - 24’ • Beam - 9’
Features:
• Live Well
• Built in Ice Chest Seat
• Fuel Tank
• Anchor Locker
• Bow and Stern DRY Storage
• Rod Holders under gunnels
• Instruments-Gauges
• Navigation lights
• Hydraulic Jack Plate
• Hydraulic Steering
• Speed in the 60 MPH Range 

with Yamaha F 250

 • Hydraulic Jack Plate
 • Hydraulic Steering
 • Dry Storage on

 • Two Fold Down Seats
 • Wrap around windshield
 • 36 gallon fuel tank
 • Yamaha F 225 Engine
 • Tandem Aluminum Trailer with Brakes

The soft plastic is 
tough, and one lure 
can stand up to 
multiple strikes.
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L ouisiana’s 2018 spring gobbler 
season will begin on April 7 in all 
three turkey hunting areas. 

Area A, which includes the 
majority of the state’s turkey hunting 
habitat, will remain open for hunting 
through May 6. 

Area B’s closing date is April 29 and 
Area C’s is April 22. Youth and physically 
challenged hunter special weekend dates 
are March 30 through April 1 in all three 
areas. But those dates are for private 
land only — check LDWF turkey hunting 
schedules for WMAs, national wildlife 
refuges and federal lands. 

April 7 is a later opener than we have 
seen in previous years. I suspect it’s due 
to low hunter harvest and low popula-
tion estimates, and may not be all that 
popular in areas where gobblers are 
heard greeting the day starting in early 
to mid-March. But the good news is the 
later opening will allow for undisturbed 
breeding, resulting in better reproduc-

tion. It also means better 
hunting after hens have 
begun nesting and mature 
gobblers aren’t easily find-
ing receptive females.

Tag and 
validate

All turkey hunters, regard-
less of age or license status, 
must obtain turkey tags and have them 
in their possession while hunting. Tag 
the gobbler before it is moved from 
the kill site and comply with all other 
tagging requirements. Validation is 
required within 72 hours and is the most 
important part of the process. Accurate 
harvest data is crucial to good manage-
ment. I believe a significant number of 
harvested turkeys go unreported. This 
leaves managers with no choice other 
than to assume low hunter success and 
low turkey numbers. The results are 
later seasons (like this year) or shorter 

seasons. 
For the wildlife enforcement officer the 

most common violations associated with 
turkey hunting are license or tag viola-
tions and baiting. 

Failure to tag is a very common viola-
tion for a couple of reasons. First, it 
took a while in Louisiana for hunters to 
become accustomed to tagging. But it 
has now been around long enough for 
everyone to be aware of the requirement. 
The other and more illicit reason for not 
tagging a gobbler is the one-per-day, 
two-per-season limit. 

Remember where you saw turkeys while deer 
hunting: They’re likely to be in the same general 
area when the spring gobbler season kicks off. 
INSET: Game cameras are great for locating big 
gobblers. Just remember to maintain a distance 
of 200 or more yards from any active deer feeders 
when hunting a long beard.

Keith LaCaze

Game 
warden

Got a 
question for 

the Keith?
Email it to  

klacaze15@att.net

have a safe 
turkey season
validate your tags, and take 
precautions in the woods
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Back in the days before tags, the two 
(or years ago three) per-season limit 
was unenforceable and dependent on 
the hunter’s honesty and willingness to 
honor the law. Unfortunately, not every-
one was honorable, and wildlife agents 
routinely received reports of violators 
exceeding the season limits. When tags 
for deer and turkeys were implemented, 
it gave agents a leg up on enforcing lim-
its. Yes, there are ways to beat tagging 
laws. But it’s still better than nothing. 

Bait: who does it 
and why 

Time and experience in the field taught 
me a lot about people, and most good 
wildlife officers I know have 
learned how to figure out who 
is likely to do what. 

They do that by understand-
ing how people with similar 
traits and similar circum-
stances will do similar things. 
People who illegally bait tur-
keys are a prime example. 

If you are wondering who is 
most likely to hunt over bait, 
look for the guy who wants 
everyone to think he is a top- 
notch turkey hunter. He’ll talk 
a lot about all the long beards 
he’s killed, his skill with the 
call and his vast knowledge of 
turkeys. If he hunts on private 
land, he probably doesn’t 
extend any invitations to 
other hunters. He may also be 
someone who does not seem 
willing to do the hard work 
required to take a gobbler 
fairly. Now mind you I am not 
saying everyone fitting this 
description is baiting turkeys: 
But I am saying some people 
caught hunting over bait do. 

For our purposes, here are a 
few tips on avoiding bait. On 
public land, be sure to look 
closely for bait before setting 
up in a likely looking spot. 
When hunting on private 
land, maintain a distance 
of 200 yards or more from 
active feeders or locations 
where supplemental feed 
has been placed for deer or 
other wildlife. If you suspect 
bait on private land, ask the 

landowner before hunting, the same as 
you would for doves or waterfowl. If bait 
is discovered, leave the area immediately 
and report it to LDWF Law Enforcement.

Always think 
safety

We can’t talk about turkey hunting 
without mentioning safety. Hunting 
methods including wearing camo, using 
concealment and making calls imitating 
turkeys ramp up the potential for hunt-
ing accidents. Even more so on public 
land, where folks may be unaware of the 
presence and location of other hunters. 
Precautions must include setting up 
in spots where no one can approach 

unseen from behind, keeping an eye out 
for other hunters and a bag (preferably 
hunter orange or pink in color) for carry-
ing decoys and harvested turkeys. 

Have a great turkey season — and don’t 
forget to validate. ■

Retired Wildlife Enforcement Lieutenant 
Colonel Keith LaCaze spent 34 years 
with the LDWF beginning in 1977. 
LaCaze is happily married to wife Mitzi 
and the father of two children.

AMITE COUNTY
• 23 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $3,476 /AC
• 25.52 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,500/AC
• 40 Acres & Home . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$205,000
• 40 Acres & Home . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$370,000
• 51.85 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$5,303/AC
• 99 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$3,787/AC
• 115 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,750/AC
• 125 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,300/AC
• 127.5 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$4,200/AC
• 151 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,200/AC
• 200 Acres & Camp . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,120,000
• 209 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,348/AC
• 278.5 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$4,000/AC
• 360 Acres & Home . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,500,000
• 1305 Acres & Home . . . . . . . . . . .$7,500,000

ATTAlA COUNTY
• 540.5 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $950/AC

CAlhOUN COUNTY
• 75 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1,599/AC

ClARKE COUNTY
• 800 Acres & Lodge . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,375/AC
• 185 Acres & Camp . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$550,000
• 40 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,025/AC
• 132 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,651/AC
• 135 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,651/AC

ClAIbORNE COUNTY
• 222 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,148/AC
• 176 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,181/AC

COpIAh COUNTY
• 166 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,289/AC
• 339 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,651/AC

COvINgTON COUNTY
• 40 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,950/AC
• 162 Acres Cabin & River . . . . . . . .$4,650/AC

FORREST COUNTY
• 30 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$5,833/AC
• 80 Acres river front . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,850/AC
• 80 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$3,125/AC
• 123 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,500 /AC

FRANKlIN COUNTY
• 15 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$3,200/AC
• 277 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,775/AC

gRENEdA COUNTY
• 160 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,000/AC

hARRISON COUNTY
• 81.3 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$4,500/AC
• 243 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,900/AC
• 129 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,900/AC
• 47 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$4,100/AC

• 82 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$3,950/AC

hINdS COUNTY
• 92 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$3,700/AC
• 184 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,700/AC

JASpER COUNTY
• 114 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,400/AC
• 69.5 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,500/AC
• 58.5 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$3,418/AC
• 40 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,500/AC
• 38.5 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,077/AC

jEFFERSON COUNTY
• 722 Acres w/2 houses . . . . . . . . .$2,100,000
• 2260 Acres & Lodge  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$8,300,000

jONES COUNTY
• 21 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,000/AC

KEMpER COUNTY
• 40 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$6,000/AC

lAMAR COUNTY
• 20 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $11,250/AC
• 35 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$8,750/AC

lAwRENCE COUNTY
• 52 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,115/AC
• 710 Acres & Camp . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,225,000

lINCOlN COUNTY
• 87.49 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,857/AC

MAdISON COUNTY
• Home & 116 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,250,000

MARION COUNTY
• 84.56 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,944/AC
• 113 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,876/AC
• 14.5 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$3,813/AC
• 40 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,800/AC

pEARl RIvER COUNTY
• 303 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,500/AC

pIKE COUNTY
• 10 Acres & Home . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$189,000
• 24.87 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$3,397/AC
• 28 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$4,625/AC
• 31.57 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$4,497/AC
• 40 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,475/AC
• 48 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$3,227/AC
• 48.13 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $39,067/AC
• 58 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,637/AC
• 77 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$5,181/AC
• 80 Acres & Home . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$219,000
• 132 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,401/AC
• 135 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,350/AC
• 140 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,350/AC

• 275 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,350/AC
• 423 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,850/AC
• 335 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,950/AC
• 467 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,795/AC

TAllAhATChIE COUNTY
• 27 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,962/AC

wAlThAll COUNTY
• 15 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$3,500/AC
• 38.78 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,307/AC
• 50 Acres & Camp .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$204,000
• 386 Acres & Home . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,495,000
• 34 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$3,808/AC
• 160 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,181/AC
• 80 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,250/AC

wAYNE COUNTY
• 120 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,500/AC
• 220 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,050/AC 
• 39.5 Acres  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1,974/AC

wIlKINSON COUNTY
• 153 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,790/AC
• 26 Acres & Lodge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$425,000

lOUISIANA
Bienville
• 89.78 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,449/AC
Bossier
• 76 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$4,500/AC
• 120 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,958/AC
• 272 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,600/AC
Caddo
• 170 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,600/AC
• 32 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$3,437/AC
• 20 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$4,000/AC
• 17 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$4,000/AC
Desoto
• 55 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,600/AC
• 51 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$3,200/AC
• 40 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$2,800/AC
East Baton Rouge
• 239 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,999,000
East Feliciana
• 64 Acres & Camp .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$349,000
• 479 Acres  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,290,000 
West Feliciana
• 113 Acres & Lodge . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,125,000
Sabine
• 21 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$3,500/AC
• Home on Toledo Bend . . . . . . . . . .$550,000
Webster 
• 958 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,252/AC
• 55 Acres .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$3,400/AC
• 113 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,200/AC
Washington 
• 150 Acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,993/AC

ProPerties For sale in Ms & la

(601) 250-0017

No One Knows The Country Like We Do®
www.gibsonrealtyms.com

8 AgeNT/OffiCe LOCATiONs iN  LOuisiANA AND Mississippi

#1 united Country Office 
internationally 2008, 

2009, 2010, 2011, 2013, 
2014, 2015, 2016, 2017
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M odern technology has 
made it easier than ever 
to be a successful archer. 
Tools such as compound 

bows with high let-offs, electronic range-
finders, magnified fiber-optic bow sights, 
fall-away arrow rests and many other 
advances have changed our sport forever. 

But along the way, we have also lost 
something — the basic simplicity of 
archery that attracted many people to 
the sport in the first place. 

Over the last decade or so, this has led 
to a resurgence in the popularity of tradi-
tional archery. It’s archery in its simplest 
form: A stick and a string. 

Using a recurve or long bow and shoot-
ing purely by instinct, without the aid 
of a sight or rangefinder, the traditional 
archer can become surprisingly accurate 
with both time and practice.

Where to begin? 
Although traditional archery is simple 

as far as less gear, it still requires being 
properly fitted and setup to perform at 
your best. . Go to an archery pro shop, 
preferably one that is familiar with 
traditional archery, and get setup with 
the best bow and arrows for you. Draw 
weight is very important here; unlike 

compound bows, traditional bows do 
not have any let-off, and the draw weight 
steadily increases as the bow is drawn 
back. For this reason, most archers typi-
cally shoot bows 15 to 20 pounds lighter 
in draw weight when switching from a 
compound bow. I have seen too many 
people mistakenly order too heavy a 
draw weight, and  they struggle terribly 
and don’t enjoy shooting as much.

Choosing the proper-length bow is 
also important. Longer bows tend to 
be easier to point and don’t “stack” the 
weight at the back of the draw as much, 
but they are much less maneuverable if 
you will be hunting. They also have less 
finger pinch when drawn, making a clean 
release of the arrow easier. While shorter 
bows are easier to transport and more 
maneuverable in the field, they are more 
critical when it comes to the shot. In a 
recurve, I find a happy medium of 58 to 
60 inches long to be the best for a major-
ity of archers. 

Recurves are also available in single-
piece and takedown models, with each 
having its pros and cons. The single- 
piece wooden recurve is much more 
nostalgic and simple, but is usually much 
more expensive. It is also harder to trans-
port, and if a limb is warped or cracked, 

the whole bow is lost. Takedown bows 
offer the advantages of easier transport, 
the ability to replace damaged limbs at a 
lower cost and the ability to change draw 
weight by simply purchasing heavier 
limbs. The disadvantages are they’re 
heavier and have more parts.

Arrows are important, too, and a good 
pro shop will help you select the best 
ones for your setup. These days, most 
manufacturers offer carbon arrows that 

Traditional 
archery
Get back to the basics that attracted you to the sport

Sammy Romano

Sticks and 
Strings
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look like wooden arrows and are fletched with feathers. They 
are superior in straightness and strength to wooden ones, and 
are also safer and more reasonably priced. It is best to try a 
few arrows before investing in a full dozen if possible, as arrow 
selection is less of an exact science when it comes to traditional 
bows.

Will your bow sing in tune?
Tuning of traditional bows is an art as well. There are three 

primary considerations. 
First is brace height — the distance from the string to the 

back of the grip. Most longbows should be braced at around 
7 inches, while recurves typically require between 7 and 9 
inches of brace height. You can adjust the brace height of your 
bow by adding or removing twists from the string. Add twists 
to increase the brace, and remove them to decrease. Nocking 
point is next, and one-half inch above the bows shelf is a good 
starting point. Lastly is arrow spine, which is something of a 
trial and error process. Trust your instincts.

This is archery in its simplest and purest form. Rather than 
using a rangefinder to range the target and then a bow sight to 
aim, a traditional archer uses instinct to point the bow. 

The easiest and best explanation I can give for “instinctive 
shooting” is the analogy of learning to throw a ball. The first 
time you threw it, maybe it didn’t go where you intended. But 
your brain immediately began to subconsciously calculate the 
adjustments needed, and after a little practice, you were able to 
throw the ball with a fair degree of accuracy. There was no con-
scious thought of the distance to your target or aiming, you just 
naturally compensated by adjusting the angle and/or power 
with which you threw. 

Since a bow launches each arrow at the same velocity when 
shot with proper form, the archer adjusts the angle to hit their 
target at varying distances. With the exception of a few “natu-
rals,” this form and instinctive shooting require both practice 
and dedication to achieve any degree of accuracy. 

There is nothing quite like the feeling of becoming proficient 
with a traditional bow. The simplicity of a stick and string with-
out the heavy and cumbersome accessories is nostalgic and a 
joy to carry into the woods or onto a range. 

While not for everyone, many people are rediscovering this 
neglected part of our sport and enjoying it more than ever. 
There is something about the flight of an arrow that you shot 
without sights that is hard to explain, but extremely rewarding. 
Pick up a traditional bow and discover it for yourself. ■

Sammy Romano is a 
lifelong hunter who has 
worked in the archery 
industry for more than 24 
years. His expertise includes 
compounds and crossbows. 
He can be reached at 
samboka31@aol.com.

Left: A recurve bow displays the nostalgic appearance 
of a traditional bow. Inset: Modern carbon arrows that 
look like wooden ones and are fletched with feathers are 
a major improvement over wooden alternatives.
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Value Added Specialist, South Central Region
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(337) 463-9700, ext. 113

Timberland and Recreational Hunting land available across the country!!! 

•  Cleveland County 1,272+/- acres located just south of Rison, 
Arkansas on AR State Highway 79, just one hour from Little Rock.  
� is tract is an ideal deer, turkey, squirrel and duck hunting tract with 
tremendous amounts of ecological diversity.  � is tract boasts approxi-
mately three miles of Saline River frontage, as well multiple interior 
ponds/lakes and sloughs.  Well worth checking this out!   $3,250 per 
acre.

•  Hennessey Bayou 1,685+/- acres located on the MS River in Warren 
County, MS with mature hardwood and cypress. Several man-made 
weirs are allowing for accretion to occur rapidly. Excellent hunting and 
� shing opportunities. Great views. $2,500 per acre.

•  Calcasieu Parish 334 +/- acres located south of Starks, LA adjacent 
to Highway 109. Large contiguous block perfect for recreation with 
options for development along the road frontage while providing a sig-
ni� cant timber investment. A mix of 2014 pine plantation and adjacent 
hardwood streamers. $2,500 per acre.

•  Beauregard Parish 145+/- acres with ¼ mile of Highway 26 frontage 
for easy access surrounded by undeveloped forestland with plenty of ex-
cellent wildlife habitat. A mix of 2013 well stocked pine plantation and 
hardwood streamers breaking up the landscape. $2,840 per acre.

THE MOLPUS
WOODLANDS GROUP, LLC

www.molpus.com
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I had something else in mind 
originally for this column, but the 
recent happenings regarding the 
finding of chronic wasting disease 

(CWD) in a Mississippi deer is more 
important than anything else. 

As much as the topic has been covered 
in recent weeks by every form of media 
you can think of — since an infected deer 
was found back in late January — my 
guess is that most all deer hunters and 
other interested parties have heard at 
least something about the serious reper-
cussions that this revelation is causing.

The Mississippi Department of Wildlife 
Fisheries and Parks (MDWFP) has had 
CWD contingency plans in place for a 
while, and the agency jumped on this 
once it was confirmed that we had a case 
of CWD in Mississippi. The Mississippi 
Department of Health has also got-
ten involved, and in conjunction with 
MDWFP, has issued its own guidelines 
and precautions.

What is it?
In the case of CWD, the disease is a 

neurological (brain and nervous system) 
condition found in deer, elk, moose and 
other members of the Cervidae (deer) 
family. It has similarities to “mad cow” 
disease in cattle and scrapie in sheep, 
and it is always fatal to the infected 
animal.

Scientists believe that CWD is caused 
by a malformed or folded protein mol-
ecule — a “prion” — that can replicate 
and infect otherwise normal proteins 
found in the brains and nervous systems 
of members of the deer family. The actual 
scientific name for this neurological dis-
ease in deer is transmissible spongiform 
encephalopathy (TSE). 

How is it spread?
CWD is thought to be spread from one 

deer to another through contaminated 
body fluids and tissue, or indirectly 

through the shedding of prions by an 
infected deer into a source of drinking 
water or food, which are later ingested or 
touched by an uninfected deer. 

cWD in mississippi
Magnolia state hunters need to understand the disease, how government 
agencies are responding and why certain decisions are being made

The author with a mature buck. Unfortunately, 
older-aged bucks seem to be the most CWD- 
susceptible members of whitetail deer society. 
Inset: MDWFP CWD Management Zone map. 
The three zonal radius circles show how the 
five counties are affected, where all forms of 
supplemental feeding and mineral attractants 
have been completely banned county-wide.

Bill Garbo

happy
trails

Sharkey 

Issaquena 

Warren 

Hinds 

Claiborne 

Yazoo 
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This does not square well with certain 
hunting traditions and habits that are  
commonplace in Mississippi and sur-
rounding states. One of the biggest prob-
lems is that infected prions are extremely 
stable and resistant to the environment. 
Prions shed by an infected deer do not 
easily break down when exposed to 
weather and environmental factors 
such as heat, cold, sun or rain. This is 
terrible news, since deer hunters have 
become addicted over the years to the 
use of feeders, mineral licks and stations, 
and other forms of deer attractants. 
Additionally, many of us feed our deer 
supplementally for months at a time or 
even year-round.

Where was IT?
The one CWD-infected deer that has 

been documented, so far, was an adult 
buck that was found dead in a food plot 
on private land in southern Issaquena 
County on Jan. 25. The hunter who found 
the buck had previously seen the same 
animal alive, but acting strangely, and 
it did not appear healthy. The hunter 

reported the buck, and upon examina-
tion by officials of the MDWFP, the 
buck tested positive for CWD and was 
found to have died from pneumonia that 
resulted from the deer’s weakened state. 
This is common with CWD infections. 
Radiating out from “ground zero,” the 
MDWFP has formulated zone-specific 
regulations to assess and contain this 
CWD outbreak. The zones are as follows:

• Containment Zone (CZ). A circle 
with a 5-mile radius from the location of 
the CWD-positive deer. There are strin-
gent regulations and recommendations 
for this “bull’s eye” zone.

• High Risk Zone (HRZ).  A circle 
with a 10-mile radius from the location 
of the CWD-positive deer. Restrictions 
are only slightly less in the HRZ when 
compared to the CZ.

• Buffer Zone (BZ). A circle with a 
25-mile radius from the location of the 
CWD-positive deer.

The biggest takeaway here is that for 
any county that is contained in even a 
portion of the three zones, it is no longer 
legal to utilize any practices that cause 

unnatural concentrations of animals. 
This prohibition affects all supplemental 
feeding, use of feeders and troughs of 
every kind, plus mineral blocks or licks 
and mineral troughs of every kind. 

The individual zonal regulations, pro-
hibitions and recommendations are too 
extensive to list here. Go to the MDWFP 
website and pay careful attention to 
what is being put out. ■

Feeding ban:
The MDWFP has formed a CWD Management 
Zone, centered on the location of the CWD-positive 
deer. As a result, all supplemental feeding of every 
kind and all mineral stations are prohibited in the 
counties of Issaquena, Warren, Yazoo, Sharkey, 
Claiborne and Hinds. This is a complicated situation, 
and deer hunters who hunt in or near the affected 
counties should visit the MDWFP website (www.
mdwfp.com) and keep up with what’s happening.

Bill Garbo is a petroleum engineer and avid 
whitetail hunter from Madison. He has lived 
and hunted out west and taken numerous 
big game species, but hunting big old mature 
southern whitetail bucks is his favorite pursuit 
by a country mile.
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targeting 
Canal bass
hotspots likely located close to home

Chris Holmes

Paddles ‘N 
Puddles

Chris Holmes has kayak 
fished in the Gulf of Mexico, 
the Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans and many places 
in between. He can be 
reached at cholmes@
att.net.

Bass fishing as a professional sport conjures up images of 
sparkly boats with huge motors, and anglers standing 
on a stage showing off tournament fish that will soon be 
released. Often they have traveled to specific lakes and run 

many miles in their speedy boats to get to the fish. 
However, for recreational anglers in Louisiana, bass are available in 

all areas except the extreme coastal reaches. They are easy to catch 
from paddle craft, and chances are they are closer to your home than 
you might think. Bass are delicious, and with a liberal limit of 10 and 
no size restrictions, kayakers targeting bass are sure to find lots of 
action — along with a great meal.

Famed bass lakes like Toledo Bend and Caney Lake are great bass 
fisheries, and if kayakers are looking for a trophy, fishing them is 
advised. However, if you’re not looking for the bass of a lifetime, you 
likely drive past several good bass fishing areas on your way to work. 
Canals and larger drainage ditches — as long as they are fresh or 
brackish water — likely hold bass. One easy way to find a good (and 
often overlooked area) is to watch for bank fishermen. Those folks sit-
ting on the side of the road will likely be fishing bream or catfish, but 
if those fish are there, so are bass.

FINDING LAUNCH LOCATIONS 
Oftentimes those roadside hotspots are where folks have easy access 

to the water with less foliage and low banks. It just so happens that 
type of spot also provides a great kayak launch area. Once launched, 
you can easily travel further from the road and leave the bank fisher-
men to their spot. When you locate such an area, go on Google Earth 
to get a complete view of where it goes and possibly some intersecting 
waters that are not readily visible from the road. A lot of these areas 
may also be inaccessible by power boat, and in some instances, the 
local government may even prohibit the use of gas-powered motors. 
This is often the case in many drainage/flood control canals.

Once in the water, start fishing as soon as you can. Bass are generally 
structure oriented so make sure to cast at any stump, branch, lily pad 
or anything that provides a bass cover to ambush its prey. Shiners 

continues >



www.LouisianaSportsman.com April 2018 | Louisiana Sportsman 125

Bass can be found in many local canals and are 
easy to catch from a kayak. They often jump  when 
hooked, and provide exciting in-your-face action.
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Working the lure parallel to the 
bank, this chunky canal bass fell 
for a Rat-L-Trap lipless crankbait.

continued

Paddles ‘N 
Puddles

>

New gear Up Next>

and large earth worms make great live 
bait for bass fishing, but really aren’t 
necessary. Bass strike a large variety of 
artificial lures and the type and color 
is dictated by the time of year, water 
clarity,and how much aquatic vegetation 
is in the area.

Although these canals are usually not 
more than 10 feet deep, a small assort-
ment of lures to cover the water column 
is always recommended. Topwater lures 
and chuggers are great for springtime 
bass. Don’t get overzealous, as they’ll 
often strike when the lure is resting after 
some short twitches. For subsurface 
presentations, crankbaits and spin-
nerbaits are hard to beat. They are easy 

to fish, and no specific skills are needed 
to work the bait. Varying the retrieve 
speed changes the depth and rhythm, so 
experiment and see what’s working on 
that particular day. Texas-rigged plastic 
worms are hard to beat anytime of the 
year, but learning to detect worm bites 
and set the hook takes some practice and 
learning. However, as the weather warms 
and the days get longer, the aquatic veg-
etation gets thicker and these weedless 
wonders may become a necessity.

POUND THE BANKS
If you’re fishing a long, straight canal, 

it’s best to concentrate on one bank at 
a time. If you prefer casting to your left 

side, fish that bank first and you’ll be able 
to do the same on the return (and vice 
versa.) If the banks are relatively free of 
overhanging tree branches, stay closer 
to the bank and cast forward to work the 
lure parallel to the bank, which keeps 
it in productive water longer. If parallel 
casting is prevented by tree cover, stay 
in the middle and cast to any pocket or 
opening where you won’t get hung up. 
Leaning to side-arm cast lets you skip 
or skim your lure close to the water and 
land it under low cover  —which is often 
shady and a prime bass area.

Canal bass generally won’t be giants, 
and usually run 1 to 2 pounds. However, 
3- and even 4-pound fish are caught 
every so often. Bass provide great sport 
on lighter tackle, and the leaps and 
jumps — sometimes inches from the 
kayak — are really exciting. As you drive 
around town, keep your thoughts on 
kayak fishing with an eye toward bass. 
You may discover a bass fishing honey 
hole that’s really close to home.
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continued

Paddles ‘N 
Puddles

New gear reviews

It’s technically called a shoe, but the NRS Boundary is actually a knee-high, waterproof 
neoprene boot that’s perfect for kayaking — whether you’re paddling or pedaling. 
Launching and landing your ‘yak often requires stepping into the water or soft mud. 
Each Boundary shoe is glued, blind-stitched, double-taped at the seams and factory-
tested to ensure waterproof performance. The shoes are warm, lightweight and offer 
great traction. The sole wraps around all sides, including up the heel, to protect you 
from sharp rocks and oysters. A slick interior surface at the top makes them glide on 
with ease. The neoprene stretches for a comfortable fit and adjustable straps at both  
the top and across the instep keep them secure even in the muckiest of muck.  
MSRP: $89.95  More info: www.nrs.com

Electronics on kayaks are becoming more common. GPS/fish finders, lights, USB phone 
chargers and Power-Pole anchor systems all require 12 volts. Large-screen color depth 
finders draw more amps, and when combined with other electronic devices, you need 
longer lasting batteries to get through a full day of fishing. Depending on the total 
amp draw of your equipment, these batteries can provide multiple days 
usage without recharging. Traditional sealed lead acid (SLA) batteries 
are heavy and provide lower amp hours in relation to their size. Bioenno 
Power lithium iron phosphate batteries are lightweight and fully sealed. 
Because they contain no liquids, the batteries can be mounted in any 
orientation — even upside down. This provides many options for install-
ing the battery. Lithium batteries provide many more cycles over the life 
of the battery when compared to traditional SLA batteries. The Bioenno 
12V 12AH weighs only 3.5 pounds and provides long-lasting power with 
no voltage drop over the course of use. The spade terminal connectors 
are bedded in epoxy and offer easy connections to your power cables. 
The battery comes with a two-year warranty. MSRP: $139.99, including a 
special lithium iron phosphate charger. 

More info: www.bioennopower.com

Power-Pole Micro

NRS Boundary shoe

Bioenno Power 12-volt 12Ah 
Lithium Battery

Best Bets up next >

The Power-Pole Micro anchor is specifically designed for small boats and works great on 
nearly any kayak. At the push of a button, your ‘yak is securely anchored in up to 8 feet of 
water. The bracket is permanently mounted to the kayak, but the light-weight driver unit is 
easily removable and transferable to other vessels. There are aftermarket mounts available 
for a variety of kayak brands and models. With a 1,500 pound capacity, it can also be used 
on duck boats, jon boats and small skiffs. Anchoring is effortless and extremely quiet. The 
driver unit includes a 15-foot power cable to use with a 12-volt onboard battery. There is 
an optional snap-on Micro Battery Pak that is as easy to use as those on a cordless drill. The 
driver unit comes with a portable key fob remote and a permanent mount dash switch. 
The driver unit fits any ¾-inch spike, and Power-Pole separately sells a variety of lightweight 
or heavy-duty spikes from 6 to 8.5 feet. MSRP: $595 (Micro Driver unit). Spikes $79.95-
$99.95. * Power-Pole is currently offering a $100 rebate for the purchase of both a Micro 
Spike Driver and spike. See website for details. More info: www.power-pole.com/micro
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*�Due the lag time from information to  
print, weather conditions can change  
the bite so check in regularly with 
LouisianaSportsman.com for the  
latest updates.

Freshwater
Where: Interstate 55 corridor (St. John the Baptist/Tangipa-
hoa parishes)
What: Bass, bream, sac-a-lait
How: The waters under Interstate 55 in St. John the Baptist 
and Tangipahoa parishes offer great early-spring bass and pan-
fish fishing. It’s generally calm with minimal boat traffic.
Launch: There are many kayak combat launch locations 
along Highway 51 that runs parallel to the elevated interstate. 
There is also a concrete backdown launch near the Ruddock 
Canal. Fish the tree-lined shoreline on the west side of I-55 and 
the many small cuts and canals. Bass are hitting small topwater 
lures in baby bass or chrome colors. Yellow and black spinner-
baits are also hard to beat. Sac-a-lait are being caught on live 
shiners and blue/white or black/chartreuse tube jigs under a 
small cork. Bream are looking for live worms and crickets, but 
also hit small Beetle Spins in yellow/black stripe and white. 
Insider tip: If you like fishing from a kayak, this area is 
great for bream and bass on a small fly rod. Small poppers and 
bug imitations in yellow, white or orange are favored colors.

Saltwater
Where: Grand Isle
What: Redfish and Speckled Trout
How: April is generally considered the start of trout season. 
By the time the full moon arrives at the end of the month, many 
big specks will be ready for the first spawn of the year. Trout have 
moved from the marshes and out toward the beaches and saltier 
waters. A short paddle from Bridge Side Marina gets you across 
the pass to Elmer’s Island. Big specks prowl Elmer’s surf, and 
recent changes that no longer allow driving to the beach keep 
it less crowded than in the past. You can choose to fish from the 
kayak, or stake it out and do some wade fishing. Topwater plugs 
and suspending lures are the ticket for springtime spawners. 
Natural colors and mullet imitations are always a good choice. 
Watch for schools of mullet and cast to the edge of the schools 
and work the lures in the same direction. If fishing with a partner, 
one working a topwater while the other throws a suspending 
lure is a great strategy. Fished missed on top can often be caught 
with a follow-up from a suspending bait.
Launch: Launch at Bridge Side Marina. They have a back-

down ramp or a small sandy area to the 
left of the backdown. They have full facili-
ties including live bait, tackle, restaurant, 
camp ground, rooms and cabins. 1618 La. 
Highway 1 (on the right at the end of the 
Highway 1 bridge to Grand Isle.) Kayak 
launch fee $3.00. (985) 787-2419
Insider tip: If the beach fishing 
is slow, don’t overlook fishing along the 
rock jetties across the pass. If the pass is 
too rough, drive down to Ludwig Lane 
and launch at the Kristen and Danny Wray 
public kayak launch. There is no launch 
fee, and you can fish protected waters 
around a large reef.

continued

Paddles ‘N 
Puddles

April’s Best Bets

The author caught this nice sac-a-lait (black crap-
pie) while fishing a small topwater plug for bass. 
Bream, sac-a-lait, catfish and garfish are often sur-
prise catches when targeting bass in local canals.

The Louisiana kayak tournament 
season kicked off in March with four 
tournaments across the state. We’ll 
have information and interviews 
with all the winners, including their 
winning strategies, in next month’s 
Paddles ‘N Puddles section.

‘�Yak 
Tournament 
Tactics

Canal Keepers up next >
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While they generally don’t 
grow to trophy size, some really 
nice bass can be caught in 
drainage canals. This one inhaled 
a small Pop-R topwater plug.

continued

Paddles ‘N 
Puddles

Canal keepers
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Dr. Bob Weiss is still at it, speckled 
trout fishing four or five times a week 
and cooking most days. The 73-year-
old retired physician is a living legend 

in Lake Pontchartrain trout-
fishing circles, but few know of 
his prowess in the kitchen.

“I like to eat trout; I like all 
seafoods. There isn’t anything I 
don’t like,” he smiled. 

“My cooking started in 1986 
with a divorce. I had five 
children and had them every 
Wednesday and every other 
weekend. I couldn’t boil water.” 

What really started him cook-
ing was the gift of La Bouche 
Creole, a cookbook by Leon 
Soniat.

“It was so satisfying to do a dish and 
have my kids say ‘Wow, that’s good.’ I 
got started reading cookbooks. I read 
them like others read fishing stories. 
Then I got remarried to a girl from 
Georgia and took on most of the   > 

In spite of the simplicity of the dish, Treasure 
Island Trout has a polished and urbane taste. 
Inset: Dr. Bob Weiss is as much a perfection-
ist in the kitchen as he is on the water.

Jerald & Glenda Horst

seafood 
bible

speckled 
specialties
trout are a blast to catch  
— and even better to eat ....
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This dish is Bob’s own invention. Rather 
than white flour, he uses brown rice flour. 
“I like it better than white flour because it 
makes a crispier coating. The fish may be 

sautéed in olive oil or butter.”
It is totally, decadently, awesome with 

the jumbo lump crabmeat on the fillet.

PREPARATION: Serves 4.
Wash the fillets and season 

them with Creole seasoning to 
taste. Pour olive oil in a frying 
pan and heat over a medium-
high heat. Dredge both sides 
of the fillets through the brown 
rice flour. When the oil is hot, 
add the fillets to the pan. Fry 
until the fillets lightly brown, 
2 to 3 minutes per side. Melt 
butter in a small pan. Add the 
green onions and sauté until 
soft. Add pepper, salt, and 
crabmeat and heat until warm, 
stirring very gently to avoid 
breaking up the crabmeat. 
Drizzle the lemon juice over the 
crabmeat. Plate the fillets and 
spoon the butter and crabmeat 
over them. ■

Treasure 
Island Trout

Trout Amandine Up Next >

Lump crabmeat can be used instead of the jumbo lump 
pictured without affecting the taste, but the jumbo has 
a more elegant appearance and less shell fragments.

Jerald and Glenda Horst are the authors of six excellent 
books on Louisiana seafood — The Seafood Bible: Shrimp, 
The Seafood Bible: Crawfish, The Seafood Bible: Crabs, The 
Seafood Bible: Oysters, The Seafood Bible: Fish: Volumn I 
and The Seafood Bible: Fish: Volumn 2. Jerald and Glenda 
may be contacted at jerald@rockinghorst.com.

cooking responsibilities.”
His biggest culinary influence was Chris 

Kerageorgiou, the then owner and chef of 
La Provence restaurant, who was a patient 
of his. 

“Chris showed me how to do things 
— simple but important things; things 
like stocks and sauces. I participated in 
both years of his cooking classes and our 

friendship lasted until he died. He was a 
wonderful character ....

“Fishing is a worse addiction than cook-
ing, but cooking is so much fun.”

We paired Bob’s recipe with one of our 
oldest and best-loved fish dishes in our 
repertoire, Trout Amandine. We have used 
it for at least 40 years and love it as much 
today as ever. ■

INGREDIENTS:
4 12-inch speckled trout fillets
Creole seasoning
1/4 cup olive oil
1 cup brown rice flour
4 green onions, chopped
6 tbsp. butter
1/4 tsp. white pepper
1/4 tsp. salt
1/2 lb. jumbo lump crabmeat
1 tsp. lemon juice
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INGREDIENTS:
3 lbs. of trout fillets
3/4 cup milk 
1 cup flour
Salt and pepper to taste
1 1/2 stick butter, divided
1/2 cup sliced almonds
2 tbsp. lemon juice

Trout 
Amandine

continued

seafood 
bible

This is our absolute 
favorite recipe for 
speckled or white trout. 
Glenda has cooked it for 
well over 30 years. When 
I bring a mess of trout 
home, we usually eat it 
fresh every other day for 
a week. This is always, 
without fail, the first dish 
we cook — then we do 
a variety of recipes with 
the fillets that are left. This 
is simple, it’s good and it 
rates four stars. 

Trout Amandine 
appears on a lot of res-
taurant menus, especially 
those specializing in 
Creole fine dining. Invari-
ably, they seem to feel 
the need to “jazz up” the 
dish with exotic additions 
and/or too many spices. 

This should be a simple 
dish that features the 
pure taste of fresh fish 
and almonds accented 
by butter. ■

Use sliced almonds — never slivered 
almonds. The slivered kind don’t have 
enough surface area to interact with 
the butter, so they stay hard rather 
than lightly toasted. 

Tip!

PREPARATION: 
Serves 6.

Dip fish in milk and 
dredge in flour that 
has been seasoned 
with salt and pep-
per. Melt half of the 
butter in a skillet 
and lightly brown 
the fish fillets over 
a medium heat. 
Place the cooked 
fillets in an oven 
set on warm. Wipe 
skillet and melt the 
remaining butter. 
Lightly brown the 
almonds. Stir in the 
lemon juice and 
pour the almond/
butter/lemon juice 
mixture over the fish.
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Capt. Devin Denman suggested using satellite imagery to locate clean pockets 
of water in Lake Pontchartrain, then heading for greener pastures if the Bonnet 
Carré Spillway remains open long enough to make the lake unfishable.

field notes
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Tips to 
deal 
with the 
Spillway 
opening

By Devin Denman

In fact, they stuck around, and we know 
this because some of those fish were 
implanted with acoustic tracking devices. 
Marine biologists with the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries were 
surprised to see them ride out the storm, 
usually in pockets of clean water. 

So it’s no surprise that enterprising 
inshore anglers also found those pockets, 
usually with fish stacked up.

Maybe you’re wondering how you can 
do this, and I’ll tell you the short answer 
— time on the water.

But, with that said, it’s possible to ascer-
tain where river water will flow first, as well 
as the location of pockets of clean water.

I do this from the comfort of my home 
using daily satellite imagery available via 
MODIS, part of NASA’s Earth Observatory 
System. Visit this link for tips on how to 
find clean water: https://www.lafishblog.

com/clean-water-is-easily-found-with-
this-high-tech-tool/.

Don’t fish 
in river water

Once it’s apparent that trout fishing in 
Lake P is no longer feasible, I’ll just trailer 
my boat to some other location where 
they are easier to catch. After all, trout 
have tails and tend to swim to more com-
fortable locations when the going gets 
tough. 

Breton Sound, Grand Isle or anyplace 
devoid of river water isn’t a bad idea. 

Keep a Good 
Attitude

My attitude is everything on a fishing 
trip. If I nay-say the conditions at hand and 
believe I won’t catch anything, that’s prob-
ably what’s going to happen.

River water was pouring through 
the Bonnet Carré Spillway in 
March, and that rightly had 
inshore anglers concerned for 

the spring speckled trout run in Lake 
Pontchartrain. 

It’s no secret that speckled trout and 
river water don’t get along, so this is how I 
plan on making the most of the situation 
without throwing in the towel to target 
just redfish or bass.

MODIS satellite 
imagery

The Spillway was last opened on Jan. 
10th, 2016, and river water from the 
Mighty Mississippi poured into Lake Pon-
tchartrain for 22 days before the structure 
was closed. That mucked up the lake 
pretty good, but not all redfish and speck-
led trout departed.
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But I discovered that main-
taining a positive attitude 
leads to an open mind, which 
delivers solutions to whatever 
challenges I might face.  

You should understand the 
Spillway is an artificial con-
struct of a natural process. It’s 
nothing new and, historically, 
has actually led to record 
catches. Almost 300 bays 
were opened for 31 days in 
1997 before two state-record 
speckled trout were caught in 
two bodies of water directly 
impacted by it just two years 
later: Lakes Pontchartrain and 
Borgne. And we saw the best 
speckled trout fishing we had 
seen in years in Lake Pontchar-
train during the fall and winter 
of 2016. 

This came on the heels of 
the Spillway being open for 22 
days, in addition to a 500- and 
1,000-year floods impacting the 
Pearl, Tchefuncte, Tangipahoa 
and Amite rivers, dumping 
more fresh water into the lake 
than ever before. It’s easy to see 
the long-term benefit makes 
up for the short-term loss.

Conclusion
Adapting to tough condi-

tions imposed by river water is 
easier when you keep a good 
attitude, use 21st century 
technology and put in a little 
elbow grease.

Do this, and you won’t have 
to throw in the towel this 
spring and settle for reds and 
bass. ■

Editor’s Note: Devin Denman 
is an avid inshore fisherman 
who writes the Louisiana Fishing 
Blog. To read more of his articles, 
visit lafishblog.com.

13485 Airline Hwy.   |  Gonzales, LA 70737
225-647-2777

bbenterprisesofgonzalesinc.com

Trailer Sales & Rentals
Repairs, Parts, & Accessories

Trailers for Bass, Flat, Bay,
V-Bottom, & Pontoon Boats

B & B ENTERPRISES
OF GONZALES, INC

• From 15’ to 40’
• Single, Double, or Triple Axles

• Heavy I-Beam Construction
• Galvanized Axles and Hubs

• Torsion Axle W/ Surge Brakes

Aluminum Boats Trailers In Stock

We also have
utility trailers, 

fl atbed trailers, 
enclosed trailers, 
atv trailers, and 

gooseneck trailers
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C
apt. Theophile Bourgeois has 
spent his career learning what 
makes trout tick, and he lives 
for that magical time of year 
when the big girls come out 

to play.
That’s when he pulls out his topwater 

plugs and goes to work — but don’t look for 
him to be obsessing over what color the fish 
want, because he’s figured that out.

“I order (Bomber Badonk-a-donks) 300 
at a time, and they’re all bone,” Bourgeois 
said.

The reason is simple, said the owner of 
Bourgeois Fishing Charters, which is based 
in Lafitte.

“Any time you see a raft of mullet, if you 

notice the ones in the back, you always 
see they’re discolored,” Bourgeois said. 
“Maybe a jack crevalle has nipped at them 
or something, but they’re the weakest 
ones in the raft.”

Bone-colored Badonk-a-donks perfectly 
mimic the sickly mullet struggling to live a 
few more minutes.

“If you get in that crystal clear water, you 
can see the trout hanging around the 
back of the rafts,” Bourgeois said. “They’re 
watching those weaker mullet, and 
ever now and then you’ll see them flash 
through the mullet.”

That knowledge allows him to target his 
casts to areas he knows ups his odds of 
knee-quivering blow-ups.

“I’m going to throw my plug to the back 
of the raft,” Bourgeois said. “I’m not going 
to cast it to the front of the raft, where the 
healthy mullet are: Why would I throw it 
up there, where they’re on steroids and 
ready to shoot out the water at the first 
sign of a trout?

“Ninety percent of my big trout come off 
the tail end of a raft.”

He said he likes Badonk-a-donks because 
of the high-pitched sound the lures make 
during the retrieve.

“Every company makes two rattles: 
one high-pitched and one low-pitched,” 
Bourgeois said. “For redfish, I like a low 
pitch, but for trout I always want the high-
pitched sound.

4 keys to 
topwater 
trout

A bone-colored topwater is all that’s 
needed to catch trout, as they mimic weak 
mullet, Capt. Theophile Bourgeois said. 

field notes

By Andy Crawford
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“I think it’s just the amount of 
noise in the water.”

Another key to topwater suc-
cess relates to the retrieve.

“Everybody works topwaters 
too fast,” Bourgeois said. “Every-
body is in a hurry; they want to 
catch one on every cast.

“Do you want quality or 
quantity?”

If you’re hoping to catch 
lunker trout, easy does it.

“You want to make long 
casts, and it should take 1 to 
1 ½ minutes to retrieve the 
bait,” Bourgeois said. “If you 
move (your lure) more than 16 
inches on a big trout, it’s done. 
It’s over.”

Knowing exactly how to work 
the lure is all about observing 
what’s happening.

“I’ll make my first cast, and I’ll 
twitch it, walk the dog a cou-
ple of feet and pause,” Bour-
geois explained. “If I don’t see 
anything happening — the 
water boil, a fish move under 
the bait — I’ll lose interest and 
reel it and cast again.”

But if a fish reacts without 
taking the lure, Bourgeois said 
it’s imperative not to jerk the 
rod — a real test of nerves 
when a big trout boils the 
water.

Instead, just let it sit another 
moment, and then give the 
lure the slightest twitch.

If the fish refuses to make a 
move on the lure, there’s one 
more tactic that could get that 
hesitant trout to change its 
mind.

“You’ve got to make (the lure) 
move a lot — but not move 
it a long way,” Bourgeois said. 
“You want to make it erratic 
without covering a lot of 
water.”

So he’ll twitch his rod tip 
faster, which increases the 
lure’s action, but he wants to 
move it inches instead of feet.

“Once a fish has shown inter-
est, it’s up to you to close the 
deal,” Bourgeois said. ■ Click on the Louisiana Sportsman Outdoor Store on the 

Louisiana Sportsman home page at www.lasmag.com

Some of the “EDGE” positions are underwater reef’s, shoals, structures, and honey holes

NEW LOCATIONS CONSTANTLY BEING ADDED
All of the CAPTAIN PAUL’S FISHING EDGE of GPS WAYPOINTS are
NOW available at the LOUISIANA SPORTSMAN’S OUTDOOR STORE 

which is located on the Louisiana Sportsman website
Capt. Paul Titus is Louisiana Sportsman’s GPS expert
• to ask him a question go to www.louisianasportsman.com

Around the new Hopedale Dam

MRGO - WAYPOINTS & ROUTES

Captain Paul’s Fishing Edge Files
• Cocodrie-Dulac-Dularge
• Leeville East
•  Leeville West - 

Terrebonne & Timbalier 
Bays

• Barataria Bay
• Lake Borgne
•  Hopedale to the 

Mississippi Sound
•  Hopedale MRGO to 

Bayou Terre aux Boeufs
•  Delacroix to Point a la 

Hache
• Bayou Bienvenu
• Port Sulphur

•  Lakes Ponchartrain & 
Maurepas

• Calcasieu Lake
•  Myrtle Grove-Lake 

Hermitage
• Empire to Buras
• Pearl River WMA
• Lafitte
• The Rigolets
• Vermillion Bay
• Bayou Sauvage NWR
• Big Brans NWR
•  MRGO WPS & Dam 

Routes

Only
$24.95

• Contains over 170 W/P locations
•  Gives the fisherman an advantage in getting to &finding fishing spots,moving 

around, and getting back from some of the more favorite fishing areas in the state
• Downloads directly into various GPS units
•  Saves countless hours of manually entering waypoint values into the GPS receiver
• Are files are transmitted as an attachment to an email
•  Attachment is IMPORTED into your mapping program and electronically download-

ed into your GPS unit via GPS/Computer connection
•  You must have an email address that will accept attachments on your incoming 
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1300 AIRPORT RD. • JENNINGS, LA 70546
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We all want to have fun when we go fishing — 
not play mechanic out on the water.

So when your lower unit inevitably sucks up a 
fragment of marsh gunk, your motor will stop 

peeing. But what exactly is meant by “peeing?”
Outboard motors don’t use a closed-loop system for cooling, 

like our pickup trucks do. Instead, they are designed to use the 
outside water in an open-loop cooling system.

As you motor hums down the bayou, it picks up water, circu-
lates it through cooling passages and then squirts it out via a 
“pee hole.”

So what happens if something gets clogged in the line?
Your motor could go into a “limp mode,” or worse yet, leave you 

stranded. Imagine being stuck in the marsh as the sun is going 

down and the mosquitoes are coming out. That ought to be 
enough motivation to keep reading.

Steps to take when the 
motor isn’t peeing:
1. Clear the water intake. 

It’s found at the “foot,” or lower unit of your outboard. That may 
be all your motor needs to start peeing again. But if not, move on 
to step No. 2 ….

Tiny tools 
that just 
might save 
your fishing 
trip By Devin Denman 

field notes

•  T-Tops
• Towers

• Bimini Tops
• Boat Covers

•  Boat Interiors
•  Installation of Marine 

Electronics
•  Poling Platforms

• Custom Enclosures
• Leaning Post

•  Bowfishing Platforms
• Of fshore Bags

• Ser vice of Bilge and 
Livewell  Systems

sterlingsllc.com  •  1002 Hwy 90 East, New Iberia, LA  •  337- 364 - 0783  •  lance@sterlingsllc.com

CUSTOM BUILT FOR YOUR NEEDS SINCE 1969

STERLING’S UPHOL STERY & FABRICATION

Custom Double 
Bimini Tops

O N LY  AT

If the intake on your lower unit gets clogged, 
you’ll need something stiff like a thumbtack 
to clean out the gunk that got sucked in. 
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2. Clear the “pee hole.”
Fingernails won’t get the job done here. You have to use one (or 

both) of these tools: A thumb tack and/or a stripped twist tie (like 
from a loaf of bread.)

The thumb tack is stiffer, and does a great job of clearing clogs 
at the exit of the pee hole. The twist tie does a better job clearing 
clogs further upstream.

Incidents like a clogged pee hole are inevitable. It’s not a mat-
ter of if — but when it will happen. When it does, now you’ll be 
prepared. So keep a thumb tack and an extra twist tie in your 
tackle box — you never know when you might need them to 
get home. ■

Editor’s Note: Devin Denman is an avid inshore fisherman who 
writes the Louisiana Fishing Blog. To read more of his articles, visit 
lafishblog.com.
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Two simple tools to always keep handy to clean 
out your outboard’s “pee hole” are a thumb tack 
and a stripped twist tie, like from a loaf of bread.

Call today! (504) 250-9887
southernexposure� shing.com

� sh@southernexposure� shing.com

If you are looking for the 
� nest coastal � shing and the 

BEST in southern hospitality, then 
BOOK NOW with Southern Exposure 

Inland Fishing Charters!

Centrally located in the heart 
of the best � shing destinations 

in SE Louisiana, (Buras, Venice, and Empire), 
Southern Exposure will provide you with

Top Rated guides that will expose you to the 
best coastal � shing this country has to o� er.

Destination of choice, o� ering excellence 
in all-inclusive coastal � shing excursions and southern hospitality.

Southern Exposure Fishing!

Top Rated guides that will expose you to the 
best coastal � shing this country has to o� er.
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GPS mapping has come a long 
way from the old line draw-
ings of the older systems. 
But it seems every system 

has its weaknesses — one being the area 
covered by detailed maps.

Well, now you can move from your 
computer to your GPS seamlessly with 
a new mapping system based on Google 
Earth — Trent Mapping v10 cards.

“When you’re sitting in your office 
on a Friday afternoon fishing on the 
computer, when you get on the water on 
Saturday, you’ll be looking at the same 
thing,” said Trent Boudreaux, owner of 
Trent Mapping LLC out of Chackbay.

Boudreaux said he developed Trent 
Mapping v10 for two reasons.

“First, I saw a need for it in the areas I 
fish,” he explained. 

For instance, he spends a lot of time at 
Toledo Bend, and he wanted GPS map-
ping to provide help in locating likely 
fishing holes.

“I can see the grass on Google Earth,” 
Boudreaux said. “I can zoom in and see 

the grass on Toledo Bend. And then I 
added coastal Louisiana, so I could see 
the bayous and stuff to run around.”

Secondly, he perceived a financial rea-
son.

“I figured there’s got to be a cheaper 
solution (than other available mapping 
systems),” Boudreaux said.

The wheels began turning, and he fell 
back on experience at a survey mapping 
firm for which he once worked.

“We used Google Earth maps all the 
time,” he said. “As long as you include an 
attribution that it’s Google Earth maps, 
you can use them.”

So he developed a system to place 
Google Earth maps on SD cards for use 
in GPS systems, and he’s been testing 
them for a while now.

Currently included on Trent Mapping 
v10 cards are high-resolution maps of 
the entire state of Louisiana, along with 
select lakes in other areas of the south-
ern United States.

“It has Sam Rayburn, Toledo Bend, Lake 
Okhissa (in Mississippi), Guntersville and 

Lake Okeechobee,” Boudreaux said. “You 
can see all of the United States, but it 
won’t be clear until you zoom into those 
locations.”

All for a retail price of $199, Boudreaux 
said.

Maps include subtle Google Earth 
watermarking, but Boudreaux said that 
won’t interfere with navigation.

“Unless you’re looking for it, you won’t 
even notice it,” he explained.

The system works with all GPS units 
using the Navico operating system. 
These include Lowrance, Simrad and 
Raymarine.

It’s important to note Garmin units run 
on a different operating system, so Trent 
Mapping v10 cards will not work on 
those models.

A website for the cards is currently 
being developed. In the meantime, Front 
to Back Boat Service in Baton Rouge will 
be the primary Trent Mapping v10 dealer.

Call Front to Back Boat Service at (225) 
928-9644 for more information. ■

Google Earth 
comes to GPS 
mapping By Andy Crawford

field notes

The new Trent Mapping v10 cards brings 
Google Earth maps to anglers’ GPS units.
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Popping corks allow trout anglers to keep their 
lures in the strike zone beneath layers of muddy 
fresh water this month.

Photo courtesy of Capt. Ryan Lambert

The Mississippi River swelled in 
March, causing the opening of 
the Bonnet Carre’ Spillway and 
sending dirty water throughout 

the marshes surrounding Plaquemines 
Parish.

So can trout anglers still catch trout in 
areas like Buras? You bet you can.

Capt. Ryan Lambert said it’s all about 
understanding that dirty, freshwater 
doesn’t easily mix with clean, high-salinity 
water.

“You have to watch your prop wash,” the 
owner of Cajun Fishing Adventures said. 
“You’ll see that pretty water boil up from 
underneath the river water.”

When you see that and spot bait, it’s 
on — and Lambert said there’s one tool 
that allows you to be certain you’re fishing 
below the river water.

“I don’t like to use a cork, but in April it’s 
really important,” he explained. “You can 
use a cork to keep your bait down in that 
clean water.”

Sure, you can do the same by tight-lining 
a jig, but corks are better in this situation.

“You can make sure your bait stays in the 
strike zone all the way back to the boat,” 
Lambert said. 

His likes H&H corks featuring concave 
tops and premium titanium wires.

“It makes a good ‘plunk’ like a mullet,” 

Lambert said. “And that titanium wire 
doesn’t get tangled as much as the corks 
with the stiff wire.”

He said he normally fishes with about a 
24-inch leader because of the prevailing 
water depths in his area.

“We don’t have that deep water,” Lambert 
said.

The only exception is when the trout pull 
into deep water around structures out in 
Black Bay.

“At the rigs, you have to find out where 
that clean water is — how deep you need 
to go,” Lambert said. “If you’re out at Bat-
tledore, you might have to get 3, 3 ½ feet 
deep to find clean water.” ■

Use corks to 
fish beneath 
river’s fresh 
water By Andy Crawford

field notes
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Easy tip to 
prevent backlash

By Devin Denman

Spooling the correct amount of line is key

Baitcasters are excellent tools for inshore anglers, offering 
capabilities not found in spinning reels.

These include faster, repeatable and accurate casts to 
pinpoint targets, like bridge pilings or tailing redfish. On 

top of that, casting tackle gives inshore anglers more power and 
control over their lure, enabling actions and presentations not 
possible (or at least very difficult to do) with spinning gear.

But the baitcaster comes along with every inshore angler’s arch 
nemesis: the dreaded backlash. If you want to see $12 of fishing 
line quickly turn into a bird’s nest, backlashing a baitcaster is an 
easy way to do it. 

But that really is no reason to reject casting tackle as an excel-
lent tool for your tackle box.

There are many things you can do to prevent “professional over-
run”, including the adjusting the magnetic/centrifugal brakes, the 
spool tension knob and even applying silicon lubricants. But if 
I had to pick one thing that would really help baitcaster perfor-
mance, it would be the amount of line spooled onto the reel. 

So what is the correct 
amount?

Inshore anglers need to strike a perfect balance between too 

Spooling line up to about a 1/16 of an inch away from the beveled 
edge on your baitcasting reel allows for optimal performance — 
and lessens your chances of creating a bird’s nest. 

De
vin

 D
en

m
an

COUNTRY
TOWN 12893 Highway 84 West

Trout, LA 71371
(318) 992-4774

www.tandcmarine.com

STORE HOURS
 Mon-Fri  8:00am-5:30pm
 Sat  8:00am-2:00pm
 Sun  Closed

Louisiana’s Newest
                          Dealer                          Dealer                          Dealer

little and too much line.
Too little, and there isn’t enough mass to keep the spool turn-

ing. But too much will leave the spool faster than it can leave the 
rod tip, resulting in a backlash.

With the perfect amount of line, you can hit the “sweet spot” for 
awesome casting performance, minus the nasty bird’s nest.

Whether I am using monofilament, fluorocarbon or braid, I like 
to put line up to 1/16 of an inch away from the spool’s beveled 
edge. Every reel, rod and lure combo is different, but I have found 
this to be the right amount of line to start with across the board 
for more casting success — minus backlashes. ■

Editor’s Note: Devin Denman is an avid inshore fisherman who 
writes the Louisiana Fishing Blog. To read more of his articles, visit 
lafishblog.com.
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eliMiShielD
SCent-COntROl
PRODuCtS

n°12 eXPlORe 
SuRViVAl Knife

Here’s the equation deer hunters need to know: Any kind of 
physical exertion can lead to bacteria on the skin . Bacteria leads to 
body odor . Body odor leads to deer turning up their noses at areas 
where stinky hunters are set up in stands .

Plenty of companies make products intended to mask a deer 
hunter’s scent, and a few have attacked the bacteria question, but 
perhaps none has a better background in killing bacteria then Bryson Industries .

The people at Bryson have entered the outdoor arena with four products that allow hunters to “scrub up” and 
eliminate the cause of human odor that wafts through the trees and throws deer into a tizzy . Their ElimiShield line 
includes a laundry detergent, a hair and body wash, a scent-eliminating spray for clothing that lasts for two weeks 
and a foam product hunters can apply to their skin when they get out of their trucks to head into the woods .
More Info: www.elimishieldhunt.com

Hugh McLaurin of Big Lake Outdoor Products has been making game 
calls out of a variety of woods for years, and he knows that dymond wood, 
a laminate that isn’t easy to come by, is one of the hardest, most-dense 
woods around, often used in the handles of custom knives .

He’d been making barrels for duck calls and strikers for turkey pot calls 
out of dymond wood, and one day about a year ago, he decided it would 
make an even better box call .

And that’s how Big Lake’s Breaker Box came into being . Big Lake is debuting the Breaker Box this spring on its website, 
with the price expected price to be in the neighborhood of $60 .

The Breaker Box can turn out some wonderful, raspy yelps and clucks, and depending on your mood and which side 
of the box you strike with the paddle, it can produce loud, aggressive calls or soft, plaintive yelps .
More Info: www.biglakeoutdoorproducts.com

It’s always a good idea to carry a knife when hunting or fishing . The potential uses 
are unlimited, and one thing’s for sure — if you ever go on an outdoors adventure 
without one, you’ll surely need it . And just in case the unthinkable happens, it’s 
always good to have a knife with multiple uses .

The Opinel Survival Knife, which retails for $49, is just that type of knife . With a sharp, locking, 4-inch blade and a 
sturdy handle, it cuts through any chore with ease . But it’s more than just a knife . The survival orange handle will 
stand out to potential rescuers, and the built-in whistle can be used to alert others to your location with 
its 110-decibel rating .

That’s all fine and dandy, but it doesn’t help you make it through a night in the woods . But the onboard 
fire starter will . This flint starter and striker will help build a fire that will keep you warm through the night, 
signal your position and also allow you to cook a good meal . 

The retractable gut hook works great for everything from cutting vines to gutting fish or game . You’ll 
like this knife so much, you won’t mind getting lost with it .
More Info: www.opinel-usa.com

New product submissions can be emailed to Mark Hilzim at markh@lasmag.com.

neW PRODuCtS

Big lAKe’S BReAKeR BOX
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DAiWA lt SPinning ReelS

Z-MAn SnAKelOCKZ

Daiwa has introduced a full line of spinning reels designed to 
meet every angler’s needs and budget .

With five reels, the LT (Light Tough) series is designed to provide 
rugged performance in smaller packages . LT reels offer smaller 
frames, larger gears and lighter weight to make fishing all day 
easier .

The Legalis, Excelled and Fuego models are composed of carbon 
light bodies, and even the 4000 bodies weigh just 8 .4 ounces .

The Tatula and Ballistic LTs step up to Zaion bodies that are 
stronger than ordinary carbon bodies without sacrificing weight . 
The 4000-series Tatula weighs just 7 .4 ounces, while the Ballistic 
LT’s largest body (a 6000) tips the scales at just 11 .1 ounces .

And the larger DigiGear drives on every LT reel offers the perfect 
combination of lightness and toughness .

Two models — the Ballistic and the Fuego — feature magsealed 
main shafts to provide superior saltwater performance .

The most impressive part of the entire line of reels is the cost — 
an angler can buy a Legalis LT for just $69 .

There are four other price points, ranging from $79 .99 to $229 .99, 
offering anglers a wide range of choices .

More Info: www.daiwa.com

The new Z-Man SnakelockZ jighead perfectly marries the inshore and 
freshwater fishing worlds, offering what amounts to a freely swinging 
bullet weight on a heavy hook that increases lure action and hook-up 
ratio .

The SnakelockZ is equally as effective when working cocahoes 
through coastal grasses as when bouncing worms or swimbaits 
through hydrilla mats on reservoirs or working craws around heavy 
wooden cover in the swamps .

The key is the streamlined, bullet-shaped head and weedless design . 
The SnakeLockZ is armed with beefed-up components including 
heavy-duty Mustad UltraPoint hooks and stainless through-wires, so the 
lure has the strength to muscle even the toughest fish to the boat .

Each hook features a molded lure keeper that locks plastics securely in 
place . When paired with any of the Z-Man ElaZtech plastics, the result is 
a lure that catches numbers of fish without needed to be re-pegged or 
replaced .

The lead head is engraved with the weight to make choosing just the 
right size for the job quick and easy .

The SnakelockZ is available in 1/8-, 1/4- and 3/8-ounce sizes with 3/0, 
4/0 or 5/0 hooks . A 3-pack retails for $7 .99 .
More Info: www.zmanfishing.com

place . When paired with any of the Z-Man ElaZtech plastics, the result is 
a lure that catches numbers of fish without needed to be re-pegged or 
replaced .

The lead head is engraved with the weight to make choosing just the 
right size for the job quick and easy .

By Andy Crawford

By Andy Crawford
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BELOW: Vickie Clouatre scored her first 
red snapper on a trip out of Grand Isle.

Olivia Waguespack of Gonzales proudly displays her bass caught on Nov. 27, 2016.

Duane Ramon with a 3.8-pound trout caught in Lake Pelto.

Peyton Cody George, 9, shot his first deer at 105 yards hunting 
with his grandfather, Michael George, on their property in 
Amite County, Miss. The doe weighed 120 pounds.

Jamie Shirley was hunting in Natchitoches Parish when she 
scored this 220-pound 10-point buck with an 18 ½-inch 

inside spread. The outfitter for the hunt was Scott Gahagan.

Duane Ramon

Peyton Cody George

Abbey Griffin

Olivia 
Waguespack

SCRAPBOOK
Hunting/Fishing

Jamie Shirley

Send us your photos, and you may appear on the pages 
of the most widely read outdoor magazine in the Bayou 
State. Send clean, sharp shots of you with your fish, deer, 
ducks, rabbits, squirrels, etc. to alicial@lasmag.com
Digital images must be at least 200KB and in jpeg format.

got photos? 
We want ‘em

Jean “Boudreaux” Lasalle was fishing 
with his dad, Dr. “T-Mike” Lasalle, when 
he caught this beautiful redfish.

Jean Lasalle

Vickie Clouatre
Abbey Griffin, 16, took her first buck — an 8-point that 
weighed 193 pounds — in Attala County, Miss., on Dec. 29, 
2017, making her grandfather very proud.
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Brandt Bertrand killed his first deer in Clinton on Nov. 21, 
2017. Here he is with his father, Andrew, and grandfather, 
Frank Bertrand.

Logan Haines of Morgan City with a nice redfish.

Dylan Achord got this 280-pound mature 9-point with his .242 while 
hunting with his dad, Chad, on the closing evening of youth rifle 
season in Oklahoma. 

Jack Morrison 
caught this speck 
by the Lake Charles 
Civic Center on 
Calcasieu Lake.

Cousins Christopher Rodrigue and Kempton Hollingshead 
both killed 8-points on Jan.16 while hunting on family land in 
Concordia Parish.

Brandt Bertrand

Jack Morrison

Dylan Achord
Christopher 
& Kempton

Gavin Guidry

Gavin Guidry shot his first doe with a bow in Port 

Barre. The deer weighed 115 pounds.

Stoney Delcambre
Stoney Delcambre and his grandfather, Poppa El, both from Delcambre, had a great fishing trip out of Don’s Landing on Boston Bayou. Ellison Harris of Minden poses with her dad Casey and the 

8-point he killed Nov. 24, 2016 in Doyline.

Aiden Boudreaux’s first speck was caught while fishing with 
his father, Zack, at St. Mary’s Point in Barataria Bay out of Will 
Staiger’s 1968 Boston Whaler.

Aiden Boudreaux

Casey & 
Ellison 
Harris

Logan Haines
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These regulations are unofficial. For official regulations, 
always check the Department of Wildlife & Fisheries pamphlet  

and/or the federal pamphlet. www.wlf.louisiana.gov2018

fishing regulations

SALTWATER

FRESHWATER

FISH Species	 Minimum Size Limit	 Bag Limit (per person)

Crappie	 None	 50/day*

Buffalo Fish	 16” TL	 25/day

Freshwater Drum (Gaspergou)	 12” TL	 25/day 

Channel Catfish	 11” TL*	 ***

Blue Catfish	 12” TL*	 ***

Bowfin	 16” TL	 None

Flathead Catfish	 14” TL*	 ***

Crawfish	 None	 150 lbs./day

Paddlefish	 30” max LJFL	 2*

Shad	 None	 50 lbs./day

Black Bass (largemouth & spotted)	 None*	 10/day*

Striped Bass  
or Hybrid Striped Bass	 **	 5/day*

Sturgeon	 UNLAWFUL TO POSSESS

White Bass	 None	 50/day*

Yellow Bass	 None	 50/day*
* see exceptions in pamphlet.	 ** no more than two may exceed 30 inches.
*** catfish limit is 100 in aggregate; however, 25 fish in aggregate may be undersized.
# only one fish may exceed 27 inches.	 @Shark season is closed between April 1 and June 30.
^ �Closed season for gag grouper Jan. 1 - May 31. Closed season for black, red, yellowfin,  

yellowmouth & scamp grouper from Feb. 1 - March 31.      ~ Closed season for greater amberjack 
from Jan. 27 - June 30.   “ Closed season on gray triggerfish Jan. 16 - Feb. 28 and June 1-30.

CFL = curved fork length	 LJFL = lower jaw fork length	 CL = carcass length
DW = dressed weight	 LJTF = lower jaw to tail fork	 FL = fork length

STATE REGULATIONS (0-10.357 miles^)
FISH Species	 Minimum Length	 Bag Limit(per person)

Greater Amberjack*~	 34” FL		 1/day*

Lesser Amberjack, Banded Rudderfish*	 14-22” FL	 5/day (aggregate)

Yellowfin Tuna	 27” CFL	 3/day

Bluefin Tuna	 73" CFL	 1 per vessel per year*

Bigeye Tuna	 27" CFL	 None

Blue Marlin	 99" LJFL	 None

White Marlin	 66" LJFL	 None

Sailfish	 63" LJFL	 None

Swordfish*	 29" CL or 33 lbs. DW	 5 per vessel per trip

Cobia (ling or lemon fish)	 33" FL		 2/day

Drum, Black	 16" TL		 5/day#

Drum, Red (redfish)	 16" TL		 5/day#

Flounder, Southern	 None		  10/day

Groupers*

   Gag^ & Black^	 24" TL

   Nassau & Goliath	 UNLAWFUL TO POSSESS	 4/day (aggregate)*

   Red^ & Yellowfin^	 20" TL

   Scamp^	 16" TL

Atlantic Sharpnose & Bonnethead shark@	 None		  1/day

Other sharks (except prohibited species)@	 54" FL		 1/day/vessel/aggregate

King Mackerel*	 24" FL		 2/day

Spanish Mackerel*	 12" FL		 15/day

Striped mullet	 None		  100 pounds/day

Black seabass	 None		  None

Hogfish	 12” FL		 5/day

Seatrout, Spotted (Speckled Trout)	 12" TL*	 25/day*

Red Snapper*	 16" TL		 2/day*

Other Snapper

Mutton Snapper	 16" TL		 10 in

Cubera, Yellowtail, Gray (mangrove)	 12” TL		 aggregate*

Queen, Blackfin, Silk, Wenchman  	 None	

Vermilion Snapper	 10” TL			

Schoolmaster, Dog, Mahogany	 None		  None

Gray Triggerfish”	 14” FL		 2/day in aggregate

 Lane Snapper	 8” TL		

Almaco Jack, Goldface Tilefish, 			   20/person/day

 & Blueline Tilefish	 None		  in aggregate*

Blackline Tilefish, Anchor Tilefish	 None		  None

Tripletail	 18” TL		 5/day

209 Moore Rd.
Leeville, LA 70357

985-396-2678
985-398-0480

www.bobbylynns.com
• Waterfront Cabins
• Waterfront RV sites
• Dry boat Storage
• Dockside ethanol free fuel
• Boat Hoist
• Boat launch
• Wet slips for boats up to 60’
• Houseboat slips
• Guided inshore � shing trips

Take Old LA 1 Exit across 
the toll bridge

Private and A� ordable 
Waterfront Campsites

CALL NOW
• Wet slips for boats up to 60’
• Houseboat slips
• Guided inshore � shing trips

Take Old LA 1 Exit across 
the toll bridge

B O B B Y  LY N N ’ S
Marina

NEW
LOCATION

Marine Construction
Supplies

(All Materials for 
Raising Houses & Camps)

Vinyl Sheetpiling 
Manufactured 
by  Tidewall

MCM Lumber Co.
4546 Hwy. 357

Opelousas, LA 70570
(800) 880-1448

or
(337) 948-3601

Charlie Hebert
Jamey Kelly

Mike Higginbotham

Complete Line of
• TIMBERS • LUMBER • HARDWARE 

•POLES • PILINGS
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REDMOND’S MARINE
WELDBILT BOATS IN STOCK!

www.redmondsmarine.com

Boat may be shown with options not included in price

Serving all of Acadiana, Iberia, 
Lafayette and Vermillion Parish

1724 GENERAL MOUTON, LAFAYETTE
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

337-234-2360

BOAT SHOW 
SPECIALS 
NOW

Pontoon 22 
Fish Tri-Toon
115 Yamaha w/
trailer

BOAT SHOW 
SPECIALS 
NOW

Pontoon 
24SSLX
150 or 200 
Yamaha w/trailerNEW

Excel Bay Pro
203

LOUISIANA’S NEWEST EXCEL DEALER!

EARLY SUMMER DEALSEARLY SUMMER DEALS

sunrise / sunset

The sun is always shining at:
www.LouisianaSportsman.com

Date	 Sunrise	 Sunset  
1st . .  .  .  .  6:50 a.m. _ _  7:19 p.m.
2nd. .  .  .  6:48 a.m. _ _  7:20 p.m.
3rd. .  .  .  .  6:47 a.m. _ _  7:20 p.m.
4th. .  .  .  .  6:46 a.m. _ _  7:21 p.m.
5th. .  .  .  .  6:45 a.m. _ _  7:21 p.m.
6th. .  .  .  .  6:44 a.m. _ _  7:22 p.m.
7th. .  .  .  .  6:43 a.m. _ _  7:23 p.m.
8th. .  .  .  .  6:41 a.m. _ _  7:23 p.m.
9th. .  .  .  .  6:40 a.m. _ _  7:24 p.m.
10th. .  .  .  6:39 a.m. _ _  7:24 p.m.
11th. .  .  .  6:38 a.m. _ _  7:25 p.m.

Date	 Sunrise	 Sunset  
12th. .  .  .  6:37 a.m. _ _  7:26 p.m.
13th. .  .  .  6:36 a.m. _ _  7:26 p.m.
14th. .  .  .  6:35 a.m. _ _  7:27 p.m.
15th. .  .  .  6:33 a.m. _ _  7:28 p.m.
16th. .  .  .  6:32 a.m. _ _  7:28 p.m.
17th. .  .  .  6:31 a.m. _ _  7:29 p.m.
18th. .  .  .  6:30 a.m. _ _  7:29 p.m.
19th. .  .  .  6:29 a.m. _ _  7:30 p.m.
20th. .  .  .  6:28 a.m. _ _  7:31 p.m.
21st. .  .  .  6:27 a.m. _ _  7:31 p.m.
22nd. .  .  6:26 a.m. _ _  7:32 p.m.

Date	 Sunrise	 Sunset  
23rd. .  .  .  6:25 a.m. _ _  7:33 p.m.
24th. .  .  .  6:24 a.m. _ _  7:33 p.m.
25th. .  .  .  6:23 a.m. _ _  7:34 p.m.
26th. .  .  .  6:22 a.m. _ _  7:34 p.m.
27th . .  .  6:21 a.m. _ _  7:35 p.m.
28th . .  .  6:20 a.m. _ _  7:36 p.m.
29th. .  .  .  6:19 a.m. _ _  7:36 p.m.
30th. .  .  .  6:18 a.m. _ _  7:37 p.m.

*�Time based on New Orleans, sunrise/sunset; 
source U.S. Naval Observatory. Corrections  
(in minutes)

Baton Rouge 
Rise/Set 
+5/+4

Lake Charles 
Rise/Set 
+13/+12

Lafayette 
Rise/Set 
+8/+7

Shreveport 
Rise/Set 
+17/+13

Monroe 
Rise/Set 
+10/+5

Alexandria 
Rise/Set 
+12/+8

April 2018
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*Financing starting at 5.99%. O� er available to well quali� ed buyers at participating U.S. dealers. Subject to credit approval; not all customers will qualify. 144 month � nancing term, $10,000 minimum amount � nanced and up to $995 down payment may be required. Monthly payment is calculated before tax, 
title and license. Photos may show optional or special edition equipment available at an additional cost. Local tax, liense, registration and doc fees vary by state and are in addition to prices show. Prices are suggested and approved by the manufacturer. Details in pricing, savings, features and promotions may vary by 
location and are subject to change without notice. Void where prohibited by law. Best e� orts are used to ensure the accuracy of our advertising, however, errors may sometimes occur. See you local dealer for complete information. Pries shown do not include dealer freight and prep charges, unless otherwise noted. 
F.O.B. Spring� eld, MO, USA. Prices shown are based on United States currency. © 2018 White River Group, LLC TR180117

337.436.4366
2351 E. McNeese St.

Interstate 210 Hwy 14 Exit
Lake Charles, LA 70607 

337.893.1451
11238 Veterans Memorial Dr.

Abbeville, LA 70510
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Louisiana’s #1 

Custom Boat Builder

Scully's CUSTOMIZED 
Aluminum Boats

Work Boat Specialist

1015 STEPHENSVILLE RD. • MORGAN CITY, LA 70381
985-385-1323 • TOLL FREE 1-866-238-8353

FAX 985-384-5146 
www.scullyboats.com • info@scullysaluminumboats.com

20’ to 40’
Boats Available

astro tables

For more information and samples of PrimeTimes products, 
visit our web site: www.primetimes2.com

Astro Tables is far more effective than “moon 
tables,” because it takes into account critical 
solar energies as well as lunar.  
• The “Best Days” column is based on the 
ever-changing positions of the sun and the 
moon, rating each day on a scale of 0 to 
100. The higher the number, the more solar/
lunar influence that day is experiencing (see 
“Value” column or corresponding black bars).  
• The two Primary periods (Moon Overhead 
and Moon Underfoot) vary in length from 
one hour to three-and-one-half hours, 
depending on a number of important lunar 
cycles, such as how close the moon is to the 
earth that day and how high its orbit is. The 
solar symbols alert you to when a Primary 
period overlaps a major solar period (eg: 
Dawn, High-Noon, and Dusk). The secondary 
periods of Moonrise and Moonset last about 
one hour each… 30 minutes before and 
after the listed time. (See key at bottom of 
each month for more detail.)  
• Astro Tables is a quick-reference version 
of its parent publication, the PrimeTimes 
Wall Calendar, which is recommended 
for those wishing more complete data on 
the best days and times to go fishing and 
hunting for the entire year (see “Available 
Products” below).  
• PrimeTimes’ forecasts are based on 
solar/lunar research at a leading college of 
astrophysics and our own research pond/
wildlife area. Annual data is supplied by 
the U.S. Naval Observatory. All times are 
adjusted to the center of your time zone and 
for Daylight Saving Time.  
AVAILABLE PRODUCTS:  
The 2018 PrimeTimes Wall Calendar. 
$12.95 (plus $4 s&h). Know the best days, 
best times, and their relative strengths for 
all of 2018 with this information-packed, 
full-color, 11-inch by 17-inch, graphic peaks 

-and-valleys forecaster. Includes rise and 
set times for the sun and moon, space to 
log your catches, “Timely Tips,” plus fish and 
game symbols showing you each month’s 
don’t-miss periods. Also includes exclusive 
summary charts revealing the best and 
worst days of 2018, the year’s best periods, a 
look ahead at 2019, and more. Comes with 
FREE 2018 Astro Tables pocket calendar, 
which sells separately for $7.95, plus $3 s&h.  
Book: “How to Know When to Go” by 
Rick Taylor. $14.95 (plus $4 s&h). 100 
pages, 43 illustrations. A comprehensive 
look at the main factors influencing fish and 
game activity periods, plus how to devise 
an effective when-to-go game plan using 
any year’s PrimeTimes calendars. Individual 
assessments of bass, panfish, deer, turkey, 
and more. 
2018 Ultimate PrimeTimes software 
for PCs. $29.95 (plus $3 s&h, or no s&h if 
downloaded from web). The world’s best 
forecaster allows you to fine-tune the peak 
times to your exact location, quarry, and 
even weather. Too many features to list here, 
including making your own App. For more 
details, please call us or visit our web site 
(see below).  
SPECIAL PACKAGE OFFERS:  
#1: Wall Calendar, Astro Tables and “How 
to Know...” book.... $19.95 (plus $5 s&h).  
#2: Same as #1, plus Software...$46.95 
(plus $6 s&h).  
#3: Same as #2, minus book...$37.95 
(plus $5 s&h). 

Send to: PrimeTimes 2018 • Dept. LS •  
2487 NW 75th Ave., Ste. 100 • Ankeny, IA 
50023 

For credit/debit card orders, call toll-free 
866-809-5063.
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Fish feed most actively when the tide is moving. Louisiana Sportsman has 
made it simple to spot the most-active feeding periods each day in the Tide 
Guide. Just fish those times indicated in black. To find the best time to fish your 
favorite honeyhole, find the spot under Tide Corrections that is closest to the 
area, and add or subtract the time from the corresponding daily prediction.

How to use the
Sportsman Tide Guide

East Point, Grand Isle	 HIGH	 LOW
Barataria Pass  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       +1:00 . . . . .     -0:10	
Bastian Island  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       +0:41 . . . .    +0:12
Bay Gardene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        +2:51    . .  +2:44
Bayou BonFouca . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     +9:59 . . .  +10:11
Breton Islands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       +0:54 . . . .    +0:48	
Caillou Boca . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         +0:40 . . . .    +0:48	
Caminada Pass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      +0:20 . . . .    +0:12	
Chandeleur Light . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    +0:37 . . . .    +0:34	
Chef Pass  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           +5:17  . . .   +5:07	
Cocodrie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            +1:22 . . . .    +1:33	
Comfort Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       +1:34 . . . .    +0:54	
Delacroix Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      +3:42 . . . .    +3:31 
Empire Jetty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          -1:03 . . . . .     -1:45	
Four Bayou Pass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     +2:18 . . . .    +0:17	
Gardner Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       +0:40 . . . .    +0:47	
Grand Pass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          +1:48 . . . .    +1:16
Head of Passes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        -0:48 . . . .    +0:00	
Hopedale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           +4:17 . . . .    +4:56	
Independence Island  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 +2:29 . . . .    +1:59	
Jack Bay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            +1:59 . . . .    +1:28	
Joseph Bayou . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         -0:36 . . . . .    -1:37	
Lafitte . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              +1:45  . . .   +2:51	
Long Point,  Lake Borgne . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              +2:28 . . . .    +2:11	
Manila Village . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       +2:32 . . . .    +3:13
Michoud Substation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  +5:24 . . . .    +5:02	
New Canal (Bucktown) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               +10:34 . . .  +10:49	
North Pass  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           -0:31 . . . . .     -0:37	
Paris Road Bridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    +5:53 . . . .    +5:58	
Pelican Islands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       +2:26 . . . .    +2:26	
Pointe a la Hache . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    +3:12 . . . .    +3:01	
Port Eads  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            -0:17 . . . . .     -1:37	
Raccoon Point  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        -0:03 . . . . .     -0:20	
Shell Beach  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         +4:32 . . . .    +4:25	
Ship Shoal Light  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      -1:54 . . . . .     -1:50	
South Pass, Miss. R. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   -1:13 . . . . .     -1:20	
Southwest Pass, Miss. R. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  -0:38 . . . .     - 1:33
Tchefuncte River . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    +10:23 . . .  +11:01	
Timbalier Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     +0:19  . . .   +0:23	
Wine Island  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         +1:08 . . . .    +1:02

Calcasieu Pass, Lighthouse Wharf	 HIGH	 LOW
Cote Blanche Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  +4:33 . . . .    +3:40	
Eugene Island  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       +1:49 . . . . .     -0:39	
Lighthouse Point . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     +0:58 . . . . .     -0:53	
Mermentau River ent. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                +0:20 . . . .    +0:25	
Point Au Fer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         +1:53 . . . . .     -1:02	
Point Chevreul . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       +3:16 . . . .    +0:30	
Rabbit Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        +2:01 . . . . .     -0:36	
Shell Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +3:08 . . . .    +0:45	
South Point  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         +1:55 . . . . .     -0:33	
Southwest Pass, Vermillion Bay . . . . . . . . .        +1:42 . . . .    +0:51	
Weeks Bay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          +3:58 . . . .    +3:56

tide guides

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

1

 4:26 am 1.8 H
 10:45 am 0.6 L

 4:06 pm 1.6 H
 10:42 pm 0.2 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

2

 5:29 am 1.8 H
 11:29 am 0.9 L

 4:31 pm 1.6 H
 11:21 pm 0.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

3

 6:28 am 1.7 H
 12:13 pm 1.1 L

 4:57 pm 1.5 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

4

 12:01 am 0.1 L
 7:39 am 1.7 H
 1:06 pm 1.3 L
 5:25 pm 1.5 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

5

 12:43 am 0.1 L
 9:11 am 1.7 H
 3:22 pm 1.4 L
 5:52 pm 1.4 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

6

 1:33 am 0.2 L
 10:33 am 1.7 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

7

 2:33 am 0.3 L
 12:02 pm 1.7 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

8

 3:35 am 0.3 L
 1:01 pm 1.7 H
 6:59 pm 1.4 L
 9:06 pm 1.4 L

LQ

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

9

 4:34 am 0.4 L
 1:28 pm 1.7 H
 7:16 pm 1.3 L

 10:17 pm 1.4 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

10

 5:31 am 0.4 L
 1:47 pm 1.7 H
 7:29 pm 1.2 L

 11:27 pm 1.5 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

11

 6:26 am 0.5 L
 2:01 pm 1.7 H
 7:41 pm 1.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

12

 12:34 am 1.6 H
 7:14 am 0.5 L
 2:11 pm 1.7 H
 7:58 pm 1.0 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

13

 1:28 am 1.7 H
 7:57 am 0.6 L
 2:20 pm 1.7 H
 8:25 pm 0.8 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

14

 2:14 am 1.8 H
 8:38 am 0.7 L
 2:32 pm 1.7 H
 8:57 pm 0.5 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

15

 3:02 am 1.9 H
 9:19 am 0.8 L
 2:48 pm 1.7 H
 9:33 pm 0.3 L

NM

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

16

 3:55 am 1.9 H
 10:02 am 0.9 L

 3:06 pm 1.7 H
 10:13 pm 0.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

17

 4:53 am 2.0 H
 10:46 am 1.1 L

 3:27 pm 1.7 H
 10:55 pm 0.0 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

18

 5:53 am 2.0 H
 11:31 am 1.3 L

 3:50 pm 1.8 H
 11:41 pm -0.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

19

 7:01 am 2.0 H
 12:18 pm 1.5 L

 4:18 pm 1.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

20

 12:31 am -0.1 L
 8:34 am 2.0 H
 1:17 pm 1.6 L
 4:54 pm 1.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

21

 1:30 am -0.1 L
 10:00 am 2.0 H

 3:10 pm 1.7 L
 5:46 pm 1.7 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

22

 2:39 am 0.0 L
 11:13 am 2.0 H

 4:40 pm 1.6 L
 7:15 pm 1.7 H

FQ

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

23

 3:51 am 0.1 L
 12:15 pm 2.0 H

 5:36 pm 1.5 L
 9:13 pm 1.6 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

24

 5:00 am 0.2 L
 12:58 pm 1.9 H

 6:23 pm 1.3 L
 10:55 pm 1.7 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

25

 6:09 am 0.4 L
 1:28 pm 1.9 H
 7:04 pm 1.0 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

26

 12:47 am 1.8 H
 7:13 am 0.5 L
 1:48 pm 1.8 H
 7:43 pm 0.8 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

27

 2:04 am 1.9 H
 8:08 am 0.7 L
 2:02 pm 1.8 H
 8:21 pm 0.5 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

28

 3:07 am 2.0 H
 9:00 am 0.9 L
 2:16 pm 1.8 H
 8:58 pm 0.3 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

29

 4:10 am 2.0 H
 9:50 am 1.1 L
 2:35 pm 1.8 H
 9:35 pm 0.2 L

FM

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

30

 5:06 am 2.1 H
 10:38 am 1.3 L

 2:57 pm 1.8 H
 10:11 pm 0.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

April 2018 

CALCASIEU PASS     LA

LDT
Tide in feet above MLLW (mean lower-low water)

2.0 ft.
1.0 ft.
0.0 ft.

2.0 ft.
1.0 ft.
0.0 ft.

2.0 ft.
1.0 ft.
0.0 ft.

2.0 ft.
1.0 ft.
0.0 ft.

2.0 ft.
1.0 ft.
0.0 ft.

1

 11:00 am 0.7 H
 8:21 pm 0.2 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

2

 11:17 am 0.8 H
 9:34 pm 0.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

3

 11:47 am 0.9 H
 10:41 pm 0.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

4

 12:23 pm 1.0 H
 11:46 pm 0.0 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

5

 1:04 pm 1.0 H
3 6 9 N 3 6 9

6

 12:51 am 0.0 L
 1:49 pm 1.0 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

7

 1:55 am 0.0 L
 2:41 pm 1.0 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

8

 2:53 am 0.1 L
 3:40 pm 1.0 H

LQ

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

9

 3:46 am 0.1 L
 4:49 pm 0.9 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

10

 4:30 am 0.1 L
 6:10 pm 0.9 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

11

 5:07 am 0.2 L
 7:41 pm 0.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

12

 5:34 am 0.3 L
 9:19 pm 0.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

13

 5:46 am 0.4 L
 12:02 pm 0.5 H

 4:03 pm 0.5 L
 11:09 pm 0.7 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

14

 5:31 am 0.5 L
 10:40 am 0.6 H

 5:47 pm 0.4 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

15

 1:56 am 0.6 H
 4:02 am 0.6 L

 10:16 am 0.8 H
 7:01 pm 0.3 L

NM

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

16

 10:24 am 0.9 H
 8:07 pm 0.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

17

 10:49 am 1.1 H
 9:14 pm 0.0 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

18

 11:26 am 1.2 H
 10:23 pm -0.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

19

 12:10 pm 1.3 H
 11:35 pm -0.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

20

 1:00 pm 1.3 H
3 6 9 N 3 6 9

21

 12:48 am -0.1 L
 1:56 pm 1.3 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

22

 1:57 am -0.1 L
 2:57 pm 1.2 H

FQ

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

23

 3:00 am 0.0 L
 4:06 pm 1.1 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

24

 3:55 am 0.1 L
 5:39 pm 0.9 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

25

 4:39 am 0.2 L
 8:10 pm 0.8 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

26

 5:06 am 0.4 L
 12:09 pm 0.6 H

 4:56 pm 0.6 L
 11:09 pm 0.7 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

27

 4:51 am 0.6 L
 10:34 am 0.7 H

 6:16 pm 0.4 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

28

 9:53 am 0.8 H
 7:14 pm 0.3 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

29

 9:52 am 1.0 H
 8:04 pm 0.1 L

FM

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

30

 10:11 am 1.1 H
 8:51 pm 0.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

April 2018 

EAST POINT         LA

LDT
Tide in feet above MLLW (mean lower-low water)
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Tide Corrections

it’s not the engine, it’s the fuel!
www.startron.com

Order the Tide Guides for over 
40 locations throughout Louisiana.

 Call 1-800-538-4355 or go on line 
www.lasmag.com

Order the Tide Guides for over 
40 locations throughout Louisiana.

 Call 1-800-538-4355 or go on line 
www.lasmag.com
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following speckled trout to their 
annual summer haunts is vital if 
you want to have success this year, 
and studying maps to see where 

those places are is time well spent.
Avid angler Andre Thomas fishes the 

outer bays on the east side of the Missis-
sippi River this time of year to intercept 
the trout moving outside. 

Places like Lake of Two Trees and sur-
rounding areas are great places to catch 
the trout as they migrate outside.

In those areas, Thomas concentrates his 
efforts in locations with oysters and grass.

Fishing for specks with soft plastics is an 
easy way to catch numbers of fish, but 
Thomas said he’s targeting them with a lot 
more hard plastics this year. 

“This year, I’m going to work on my hard 
bait technique,” he said. “I’m going to be 
fishing a lot of grass flats this year, seeing 
how many fish I can get on topwater and 
twitch baits.”

There are many oyster-lined areas in the 
outer bay region, and Thomas said to be 
prepared to hit a lot of them.

“It’s not consistent, like in the fall, where 

you can go to the same spot week after 
week,” he said. “The fish are going to move 
a lot more.”

One of the reasons the fish are so scat-
tered is because the bait is so spread out, 
Thomas said.

“It’s not going to be like the fall where 
(the shrimp) stack up, but the brown 
shrimp will start to move in,” he said.

Thomas likes throwing the Ghost Walker 
topwater for calling fish up, and he always 
has it tied on to a long, 7 ½–foot rod.

“If they hit as soon as the bait hits the 
water, it picks up more slack,” he said. 
“When I started topwater fishing, I used 
to topwater fish for stripers on the West 
Coast a lot, and I would throw an 8-foot 
rod because you would inevitably have 
fish hit the bait in the first couple seconds 
after it hit the water.” 

Thomas likes to throw topwaters in low-
light conditions.

“When the sun’s high, it definitely 
dwindles,” he said.  “The perfect day would 
be overcast day with a 5 mph wind. That 
would be ideal.”

When either the sun gets high in the sky, 

or the fish just are not committing to the 
topwaters, Thomas likes jerkbaits such as 
the RIP Stik by Egret Baits or the Rapala 
X-Rap.

He likes giving his jerkbaits a lot of action.
“The bait tends to react better than it 

does with a single twitch,” he said. “I’ve 
been making myself go to more twitches 
instead of less.” ■

 - Joel Masson

Sportsman
fishing
hotspots

Andre Thomas fishes outer bays on 
the east side of the Mississippi River 
this month, catching trout as they 
migrate outside. 

topWater 
trout tips

hotspots
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Capt. Nick Rando (504-281-8287) says the trout are still 
transitioning toward outside waters, so this months tac-
tic is to intercept them mid-way.

“They’ll still be in the protected middle areas, especially 
in early April, as they are instinctively driven outside to spawn,” he 
said. “I’ll fish the middle areas on out to the big fringe bays, and I’ll 
focus on tidelines, points and oyster reefs.”

Rando especially likes to hunt specks in the bigger bays, like Bay 
Lafourche, Bakers Bay, Bay Gardene and Bay Crabbe, and even 
over toward American Bay.

For bait, he says 
live shrimp is 
always best, but 
he’ll also toss his 
springtime favorite 
plastics: Matrix 
Shad in magneto, 
lemonhead, 
shrimp creole and 
holy joely, under 
a 4 Horseman 
popping cork. 
Rando uses mostly 
¼-ounce jigs, but 
on days with low 
tidal movement 
he’ll go down to 
an 1/8-ounce, 
finding lighter is 
better under those 
conditions.

Hard plastics are 
also great baits this 
month, whether 
slow sinking 
twitchbaits or top-
waters, because 
hungry trout will 
pounce on anything that resembles a mullet, he said.

For reds, Rando says you can fish at almost any promising point, 
from Lake Lery to Grand Lake on out to the same big fringe bays 
and all areas between. 

“If a point looks good, troll or park and fish it,” he said.
Again, live bait is best, but market bait under a cork will produce 

as well, and gold spoons, spinnerbaits (preferably with a gold #4 
Colorado blade) and a ¼-ounce jig with the same color baits or 
Rando’s personal favorite: black and chartreuse cocahoe.

“The key this month is to find a point with clean water and bait 
activity,” he said. “Keep looking until you find areas with both or 
you’re just wasting your time.” ■

 - Rusty Tardo

Capt. Nick Rando with a 
4-pound trout caught in 
Grand Lake tightlining a 
Matrix Shad holy joely.

Capt. Calvin Duvalle (504-957-4549) said he’ll focus his 
efforts this month in the Bay Eloi area, but mostly at the 
MRGO rocks.

“I’ll fish the various wells and structures in Bay Eloi from 
mid-March until the end of April, and we usually catch big reds, 
big black drum and the occasional trout out there,” he said. “If you 
want real rod-bending action and you have a calm enough day, 
head out there with live or market shrimp, and fish deep under 
a cork or on bottom, and you’ll catch 15-pound fish on up, both 
reds and drum. It’s a blast. Especially for those who have never 
caught such big fish on light tackle.”

But Duvalle especially likes to fish for big speckled trout this 
month along the MRGO rocks.

“Every year in April the big sows start showing up along the 
Long Rocks,” he said. “I fish from the cut in the Long Rocks all the 
way out to the end, and while I like the ends and at the gaps, I 

rockin’ the MrGo 
rocks for reds, 
specks

Capt. Calvin Duvalle with a 
7-pound red caught on a ShuShu 
craw in the Hopedale marsh.

email images to: images@louisianasportsman.com

all images will be considered, but those taken on the water or in the woods 
will have the best chance of being featured.
* digital images must be sent in jpeg format. high-resolution images (taken on 
your camera’s highest setting) will work the best. all images (physical and 
digital) become property of louisiana sportsman and cannot be returned.

Got pics? send ‘em in!

intercept specks 
at delacroiX 
april action red hot

continues >
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This month at Caney Lake, you can 
bank on big bass like this one caught 
by Curtis Simpson.

head to the 
banks for 
caney lake bass

Curtis Simpson has one 
piece of advice for any 
bass angler wanting 
to catch a big large-

mouth or a big stringer this 
month — head to the banks at 
Caney Lake in Jackson Parish.

“This is kind of a funny year 
because it’s been cold so long, 
but it’s going to be a bonus 
for bass fishermen this month,” 
the West Monroe angler said. 
“Usually, fish kind of trickle up 
to the bank at this time of year 
looking to spawn in 2 to 4 feet 
of water. But this year, a lot of 
them are coming up to the 
bank at once.”

What that means is that you 
can tie on a buzzbait, Whop-
per Flopper, Zara Spook or 
any of your favorite lures and 
probably get in on the action.  
And the good thing is, you 
don’t have to spend a lot of 
time with your electronics or 

scouting. He likes shad color or 
translucent lures with white or 
shad color on the top.

“Just fire up the trolling motor 
and cover some water. Stay 
in the shallow water,” he said. 
“In fact, it’s one of those deals 
that if you stick your rod down 
in the water and you don’t hit 
bottom, you are probably too 
deep.”

If a late cold front or other 
weather conditions knock off 
the topwater bite, Simpson 
said to change to a Senko or a 
Fluke plastic lure and fish the 
edges of the grass beds. Either 
way, fish boat docks, seawalls 
and piers to find the bass.

Simpson, who is a Phoenix/
Mercury traveling tournament 
pro, says right now Caney 
is as good as any lake in the 
country for catching lunkers. 
It fishes a lot like more famous 
lakes such as Sam Rayburn or 

Toledo Bend, just on a much 
smaller scale. Recently it took 
five fish weighing 36 pounds 
to win a tournament there. 
The recent Louisiana Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Fisheries 
change in eliminating the 
15- to 19-inch slot is letting 
fishermen bring more big fish 
to the scales.

Caney is a 5,000-acre man-
made lake that is very clear 
and often tough to fish. But 
April gives anglers a chance 
to take advantage of fishing 
that is “as easy as it gets” for big 
ones, Simpson says. The lake 
has several full-service marinas, 
including Brown’s landing 
on the north end and Hook’s 
Marina at the spillway. And the 
Jimmie Davis State Park offers 
everything for fishermen and 
the whole family. ■

� - Kinny Haddox

fishing hotspots

don’t hesitate to fish anywhere 
that water washes over the 
rocks or through little gaps. 
Anywhere that looks good is 
worth trying.

“I always bring live shrimp if 
its available, and when its not 
I’ll fish the soft plastic ShuShu 
Marsh Minnow lures in char-
treuse or glow, either tight-
lined or under a cork.”

Duvalle said he also tosses 
H&H cocahoes in black/char-
treuse and white/firetail, fished 
the same way.

“The usual tactic is to fish 
the rocks under a cork, with 
live shrimp or plastics,” he said. 
“It’s the way most of us fish it 
because it’s effective. I also like 
to tight-line a plastic lure up 
against the rocks, but you have 
to finesse it so it doesn’t sink 
and snag a rock. It takes some 
practice, but it’s worth the 
effort. I catch some big trout 
that way. I also like to throw 
topwater baits this month 
along the rocks. I like the bone 
color, or mullet or speckled 
trout colors, or chartreuse on 
brighter days. You don’t usually 
catch as many fishing topwater, 
but the ones we do catch are 
often 2 pounds and up. Three- 
and 4- and even 5-pound trout 
do not surprise me when I 
throw topwaters in April.”

Duvalle said don’t hesitate to 
cross over and fish the west 
side of the rocks to escape the 
wind and seas, and says if the 
cork isn’t producing, try back-
ing off the rocks and fishing a 
drop-shot rig with live shrimp 
10 to15 yards off the rocks.

“We catch plenty like that 
when the cork isn’t working,” 
he said.

Besides picking up reds along 
the rocks, Duvalle said he tar-
gets them at points and coves 
in Lake Campo and Lake Robin, 
with the same baits or the 
ShuShu Craw in crab color. ■

� - Rusty Tardo

MRGO continued
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fishing hotspots

Bayou Teche up next >
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Well, just when you say one thing probably will 
happen, Mother Nature proves you wrong.

I thought a month or two ago there would be 
no way there’d be water in the bushes for the 

spawn in March and April at Toledo Bend. Then the rains came.
On Feb. 19, Toledo Bend’s pool level was 169.36. Three days later, 

it was 171.60.
In late February, it was at 172.65 and rising. Sabine River Author-

ity officials have all 11 gates open a foot and generators running 
24/7 trying to keep up.

That’s 3 feet more water in the pond than three weeks ago. So 
my prediction flopped.

As for bass fishing prospects, it’s Katy bar the door. The outlook’s 
appealing because the bite will be crazy in April. Bass will scatter 
into the acres of flooded country around the bushes and cypress 
trees as they charge to the bank — but they’re there for those 
who love to flip bushes and get skinny.

The drawback is the creeks are muddy . And eventually the 
stained water will move out to the main lake when the water 
recedes. When that happens, logs, plywood and other debris will 
flow with it, so boaters must take extra caution.

Before I talk about how to catch the bass, please heed this: I 
can’t preach catch-and-release enough, and I emphasize it at this 
time of year — the spawn. You don’t have to take a trophy-sized 
bass home, wrap it up and put it in the freezer to get a mount 
from a taxidermist.

For example, two years ago I was guiding a couple, and the 
man caught a 9.1-pounder — a beauty that looked every bit of 
10 pounds — on a Carolina-rigged soft plastic in about 8 feet of 
water. We put it in the livewell for 10 or 15 minutes so it could 
calm down while the husband and wife decided what to do.

I told them it wouldn’t be eligible for a free mount in the Toledo 
Bend Lunker Program, so I advised them to measure it, weigh it, 
get its girth, photograph it and get a replica mount made. 

They decided to do that and that big ol’ girl was released to live, 
make babies and fight again.

You can do that with any lunker you are proud of, maybe a 
6-pounder or even a 3-pound-plus crappie.

Unlike last April (the toughest spring ever for me with the pool 
level in the 167-range), bass anglers will have the opportunity to 
fish flooded bushes to their heart’s content. 

The April bass bite should be good. You can do a lot of pitching 
and flipping in and around those bushes and anything on the 
bottom. Bass will be on their beds in April, and it’ll be prime time 
to catch them on Carolina-rigged soft plastics, Flukes, wacky 
worms, Senkos and other soft plastics.

Chatterbait-style artificial lures and swim jigs that can be 
bounced off the bottom and worked through and over the grass 
are sure to trigger strikes. And assuming the water temperature 
is in the 70s and fish will be shallow doing their thing, plastics 
frogs such as Top Toads — whatever your favorite might be — 
are going to be effective even if you can’t see a lily pad or other 
vegetation. Don’t hesitate to throw one — white, black or water-
melon/red, depending on the water color — because bass on 
their beds will annihilate it.

While many, many bass anglers will be targeting bass in the 
brush and shallows inside grasslines, I’ll spend much of my time 
on ridges, at least to start an outing. There will be fish on the 
ridges, too — some of them spawning before they ever get to 
the bushes.

If you want to catch bass in April, I’ve been guiding on this lake 
most of my life and you’re more than welcome in my boat. Give 
me a call at (936) 404-2688. ■� - John Dean

target shallow 
water at 
toledo bend

In February, Mikey Garcie caught these 6-pound bass Toledo Bend bass on 
Louisiana-made products, including Pousson’s punch skirt from Church 
Point and the Little Joe Craw from Natural Forage Baits in Many.
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Finding a stable body of water — 
one that isn’t on a hard rise or 
already unfishably high — can be 
a priority for bass anglers in one of 

the prime fishing months of the year.
That’s Bill McCarty’s objective in April. 

Usually, the Morgan City outdoorsman 
goes to the Bayou Teche at Patterson, a 
long, winding, deepwater portion of the 
bayou with locks on one end at the Atcha-
falaya River and on the other end at the 
Calumet Cut.

McCarty said the Bayou Teche will be a 
viable option this month. As of the end of 
February, the Atchafalaya Basin was taking 
its annual bath as the river jumped to 4.7 
feet at Morgan City in early March, and 
was forecast to rise to 5.7 feet by March 6. 
Flood stage is 6 feet.

“The way the water situation is setting up 
to be, a stable place would be the Teche. I 

think the Bayou Teche will be the best bet 
for April,” he said.

Bass fishing should be in full swing. 
Anglers have a choice to fish the north 
shoreline, which is shallow leading to a 
dropoff and lined with cypress trees, or 
the deeper, populated side on the other 
shoreline.

And for those who don’t target bass, 
bream and sac-a-lait can be plentiful.

When McCarty fishes for bass, he’ll start 
on the “tree side” early and fish with either 
a 3/8- or ½-ounce chartreuse/white or 
black/white Delta Lures buzzbait, or a 
3/8-ounce chartreuse/blue/white Hum-
dinger double-bladed spinnerbait with 
either a willowleaf blade or an Indiana 
blade, depending on the water color.

Later, he’ll switch to the other side and 
target docks.

“Typically, I like to go from Cameron 

Louis Spitale holds a chunky bass 
caught around cypress trees in 
Bayou Teche at Patterson.

Get your bass fix 
on Bayou Teche

continues >
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April is a prime time to catch speckled trout, redfish and 
flounder on Calcasieu Lake.

And veteran charter boat captain Jeff Poe didn’t hesi-
tate on where you should go to catch fish: West Cove. 

At the time, though, Poe and others were frustrated by fresh 
and turbid water conditions, the result of heavy rainfall in Febru-
ary that raised the Calcasieu River.

“We’ll be fighting that for a couple weeks,” said the owner of Big 
Lake Guide Service (337-598-3268). “It was already fresh.”

Barring monsoon-like weather in March, Poe expects much 
improved water conditions across the lake system in April.

“Yeah, for sure,” he said. “As fresh as it is now, usually West Cove 
has the highest salinity we have. It’ll be the first area to get salty 

because it’s down on the lower part of the lake, and West Pass 
brings saltwater in there. 

“It’s usually one of the best places to fish and April’s one of the 
best months to fish West Cove.”

Poe said any shoreline there could have speckled trout, redfish 
and/or flounder, he said.

“Just beating the bank (can produce fish). You don’t even have 
to be near a bayou,” he said. “And there’s reefs scattered around 
the bank. Any of those shorelines have oysters … some good 
reefs there.”

Look for the clearest water possible, green to the color of ice 
tea, even, he said.

“Fish the cleanest dirty water 
you can find if you have to,” he 
said.

Fish can be found from the 
shoreline out to about 4-foot 
depths most of the time, he 
said, advising anglers to look 
for baitfish and slicks to find 
the best locations. 

For speckled trout, soft 
plastics are hard to beat. 
Poe’s favorites are Lil Johns in 
opening night, chartreuse/
ice, watermelon/red and 

west cove holding 
big lake specks, Reds(Cameron Ironworks) toward 

Berwick, or Cameron toward 
Patterson. Divide it. Early, it 
seems going toward Patterson 
is better. Later it seems better 
toward Berwick,” McCarty said.

A blue shad or albino Fluke is 
his favorite lure to start prob-
ing the length and width of 
docks, he said, following up 
with a chartreuse/black or 
Tennessee shad or crawfish-
colored mid-range Bandit 
crankbait. If he isn’t getting 
any takers close-in, he’ll back 
off and crankbait the structure 
because many people sink 
objects, such as Christmas 
trees, around docks to attract 
sac-a-lait and other gamefish.

If things are tough, he’ll rely 
on a 6-inch straight-tail plastic 
worm under a 1/8-ounce 
worm weight. Green pumpkin 
or red shad is the preferred 
color, he said.

Sac-a-lait can be caught 
around those docks, too, on 
Beetle Spins, either white with 
a red dot or yellow. He’ll cast 
and retrieve around the shady 
side, where most of the slabs 
congregate, he said.

Bream, which usually move 
into the cypress trees to spawn 
in late April, can be caught on 
crawfish-colored Basin Jigs 
with a chartreuse Crappie 
Nibble. Fish 1 ½-feet deep and 
enjoy the action when they 
get on their beds. ■

� - Don Shoopman

Bayou Teche continued

Mary Poe shows off a 
nice Big Lake redfish.
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chicken-on-a-chain on 1/8- or, even, 1/16-ounce jigheads.
While he doesn’t rig with popping corks much, he does have 

them ready to go.
“I’ll have some in the boat and a lot of times it (working a pop-

ping cork) works good,” he said.
This is top topwater time, too. Poe has SheDogs in chrome/black 

and chrome/blue, as well as Spooks and Super Spooks in clown 
(red head/gold/white) and Rapala Skitterwalks in bone/silver and 
chartreuse silver at the ready. Pink is also a deadly color at times.

Bigger speckled trout fall for the topwaters and SoftDines, 
Mirro-Dines and Fat Boys.

“They all work real good,” Poe said. “That’s one of my favorite 
baits to catch bigger school trout, also.”

For redfish, Poe favors using Gulp curly tails. Ditto for flounder 
with a Gulp curly tail in pearl or chartreuse on a 1/8- or ¼-ounce 
jighead. ■� - Don Shoopman

If you don’t like fishing around crowds, you’re probably not 
alone —  but it can sometimes actually help anglers. The 
fish on the Lake Pontchartrain Trestles bridge receive a ton 

of boat pressure, but that can concentrate the fish, according to 
Capt. Justin Bowles.

Weekends can get extremely hectic on the bridge this month, 
with many anglers partaking in the specks that carpet the bot-
tom along the train bridge — and the majority of those anglers 
are glued to the bridge pilings, but that can be a big mistake, 
according to Bowles.

pound the trestles 
for Pontchartrain specks

Capt. Justin Bowles 
favors magneto-
colored Matrix 
Shad when target-
ing Trestles trout. 

West Cove continued
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D’Arbonne up next >

“If they’re feeding right up on 
the bridge and that’s where 
they’re actually eating, I think 
they’ll still get away from the 
boats and maybe run in to 
grab food, and go back out 
and stage where they’re not 
pressured,” he said.

Upon arrival, Bowles shuts his 
engine off a little ways from 
the bridge.

“I’ll stop the boat far off the 
bridge and fish my way to the 
bridge,” he said. “If I get to the 
bridge and I’m not doing any-
thing, then I’ll keep the boat 
near the bridge and cast out.”

Bowles bounces 3/8-ounce 
jigheads off the bottom to 
elicit strikes from hungry 
specks.

The Lake Pontchartrain guide 
likes Matrix Shad in a variety 
of colors, but his favorite is 
magneto.

Although the fishing can be 
monotonous on the Trestles, 
Bowles said it’s important to 
pay close attention to every 
cast you make.

“Always remember what 
angle you were at and what 
you were doing when you get 
a bite, because odds are that’s 
how they’re going to keep bit-
ing,” he said.

The water in Lake Pontchartrain 
can get incredibly clear, but 
Bowles said finding slightly stained 
water can be advantageous.

“I don’t like really clean water 
where you can see down 
3-feet, but I also don’t want to 
fish in chocolate milk,” he said.

At press time, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers was open-
ing the Bonnet Carré Spillway 
for an undetermined amount 
of time to reduce the flooding 
threat on the lower Mississippi 
River. The longer it stays open 
and pours freshwater into the 
lake, the bite at the Trestles 
could eventually evaporate as 
that river water heads east. ■

� - Joel Masson 
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Earlier in the year, crappie on Lake 
D’Arbonne moved from the 
30-foot channels to the 12- to 
15-foot flats, then into the shal-

lows to spawn. To catch fish after the 
spawn, you just need to follow the fish 
right back out.

“It’s just early-season fishing in reverse. 
They go back out to the same spots that 
they came in from,” said Pro-Built Jigs 
and Jenko Rods pro staffer Ken Myers, an 
expert on D’Arbonne crappie. “April is a 
great month for crappie. The fish are not 
as aggressive right after the spawn, but 
to catch them now, you simply follow the 
fish back out.

“The big females have moved right back 
out on the flats and hang near creek 
channels or stump fields like they did two 
months ago before the spawn,” Myers said. 
“The males are almost all moved off the 
shallow nests and they are headed back 
out on the flats as well. 

“The biggest difference is the water is a 
bit warmer and has a little less oxygen, so 
they are hanging about 5 to 6 feet deep 

instead of just a 
couple of feet off 
the bottom.”

Find the fish by 
using your elec-
tronics, but also 
by experiment-
ing with depths. 

Myers and his 
fishing partner 
Mark Taylor fish 
mostly with shin-
ers, but he likes 
to use them on 
colored jig heads, 
just like plastic-
bodied lures. His 
favorite color jigheads on D’Arbonne are 
pink and orange. 

Top plastic colors are blue thunder, blue 
chartreuse, bluegrass and Cajun cricket. 
He also likes to match poles to how fast 
he is fishing. For slower speeds, he recom-
mends the Jenko Slab City rod. When 
he fishes above .5 mph spider rigging or 
holding two poles, his choice is the Spider 
Troll pole.

Flats are areas off the channel with con-
sistent depths. They are easy to find all the 

way from the spillway to Terrel Island to 
above the Highway 33 bridge. 

Once the fish settle in on the flats, they 
usually stay there until the weather starts 
getting really hot. Many people think that 
once the spawn is over, fishing is over, but 
that isn’t the case. After a couple of weeks to 
recover from the rigors of the spawn, fish are 
eager to find shad and feed to build back up 
for the long hot summer. ■

� - Kinny Haddox

fishing hotspots

Early indications are that larger-than-normal 
trout will be available in Lafitte this spring, 
according to Capt. Theophile Bourgeois.

Big trout moving into 
Lafitte again this year
Laffite isn’t generally known for lunker 

trout, but Capt. Theophile Bourgeois 
said last spring began with some 

3- to 5-pounders making their way up the 
system.

And it looks to be happening again this 
year, the owner of Bourgeois Charters said 
in March.

“The trout that have come in so far have 
been bigger than normal,” Bourgeois said. 
“This weekend we had boats out, and 
they didn’t catch many, but they were all 
20-inch trout.”

That’s great news, since it’s inevitable that 
the normal schoolies with which many of 
us fill our boxes will show up this month as 
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continues >

Move with the fish  
for D’Arbonne crappie

Ken Myers with two big spring-
time Lake  D’Arbonne crappie.

salinities rise.
And that opens the possibility for catch-

ing a quick box of keepers, along with the 
opportunity to add some quality to the 
catch.

Of course, you have to tailor your 
approach to the size trout being targeted.

For instance, if you’re looking for a lot of 
action, just head to the middle portion 
of the system — Barataria Bay, Turtle Bay, 
Little Lake — and look for that age-old 
telltale sign.

“If I have some kids and we want to catch 
a lot of fish, I’ll just go out and look for 
birds,” Bourgeois said.
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The colder-than-usual 
weather this winter 
came in a short, 
concentrated burst of 

frigid, bone-chilling cold that 
shocked man and beast and 
fowl and fish — all of which 
are unaccustomed to such 
temperatures.

Capt. Jay Auseve (985-637-
4964) said it delayed the usual 
start of the Grand Isle trout 
season, but not by too much.

“Nature is resilient,” he said. “It 
rebounds.

“We were eager to see the 
trout show up again after they 
vanished with the cold, but 
they’re showing up now and 
they’re hungry.”

Auseve said April is when the 
trout get real active in Four 
Bayou Pass, and all the passes.

“Coup Abel, Barataria Pass, 
Caminada Pass... they’ll all 
produce fish this month and 
next,” he said. “And the action 
should really turn up along 
the beaches when the winds 
give you a window to fish out 
there, and at the traditional 
spring hotspots like Queen 
Bess.””

Auseve said live shrimp is the 
best bait, but if its unavailable, 
then plastics should do the 
trick. 

fishing hotspots
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Once located, you can’t go wrong with a 
double rig.

“If I’m going to catch meat, I’m old fashioned 
— a double shad rig under a popping cork,” 
Bourgeois said with a chuckle. “A popping cork is 
a great locator of fish: It’s not a locator of big fish, 
but it’s a great locator of little trout.”

His preference for popping corks runs toward 
those with concave tops, such as Bomber 
Paradise Poppers.

“They have that rattle, and with that lip they 
make lots of noise,” Bourgeois said.

He likes glow lures on his double rigs.
But he also keeps a second rod rigged with a 

¼-ounce jighead and a silver mullet Bomber 

soft-plastic.
“You can get down beneath those (school trout) 

and catch some bigger fish,” Bourgeois said.
But if big fish truly are your target, then it’s time 

to dig out the topwaters and head to areas like 
Manilla Village, Cabanash Cove or Redfish Bay.

Bourgeois said he’ll head to the oyster reefs in 
no more than 4 feet of water — favoring those 
in 2 feet — and work the areas over as he drifts.

However, he said he’s always looking for bait.
“If you don’t see any bait, there probably aren’t 

any (trout),” Bourgeois said. “I’ll make four or five 
casts, and if I don’t see anything happening, I’ll 
move on to another area.” ■

� - Andy Crawford

LaFitte continued Grand 
isle 
Trout 
in 
passes, 
on the 
beach

continues >
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“Fish shrimp imitation baits such as the DOA or TKO or Vudu 
in natural or glow colors, tight-lined or fished under a cork, or 

H&H cocahoes in chartreuse 
or opening night colors fished 
the same way, single- or 
tandem-rigged,” he said.

“One of my favorite things 
to do in the spring is to throw 
topwater baits or the slow-
sinking twitchbaits, and enjoy 
the thrill of a big trout or red-
fish exploding on those lures.””

Auseve said redfish have 
stayed active and plentiful 
in the marsh throughout 
the winter, and now they’re 
patrolling along the beach in 
big schools, devouring what-
ever is in front of them.

“Look for birds along the 
beach,” he said. “If you see 
them hovering and diving, 
it’s most likely a school of 
reds under them. Throw gold 
spoons or soft plastics and 
enjoy the fight.” ■

� - Rusty Tardo
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fishing hotspots

Capt. Jay Auseve double-
rigs TKO shrimp for Grand 
Isle specks in April.

Buras up next >

Grand Trout continued
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CAMPING & OUTDOOR STORE!!

Over 400
Trailers, Fifth 
Wheels and 
Toy Haulers
On Display!

Over 100
Motorhomes
On Display

“Helping You Retire One Weekend At A Time”“Helping You Retire One Weekend At A Time”“Helping You Retire One Weekend At A Time”

www.dixierv.com

CLASS B

Breaux Bridge
Sales & Service: 
337-889-0011
Located o�  I-10, Exit 109
657 Enterprise Pkwy.
Breaux Bridge, LA 70517

HAMMOND
Sales & Service:
866-591-2024
Located o�  I-12 Exit 35
10241 Destination Dr.
Hammond, LA 70403
SALES: Mon - Sat 8 am - 7 pm
SERVICE: Mon - Sat 8 am - 5 pm

Hammond 
Only

Hammond 
Only

Hammond 
Only

The high Mississippi River began 
sending tons of sediment out into 
the waters surrounding Buras in 

March — particularly on the west side, 
where trout will move to Grand Isle and 
Barataria Bay.

So Buras anglers have to look to the east 
to catch specks this month, according 
to Cajun Fishing Adventure’s Capt. Ryan 
Lambert.

“April 1 marks the transition, and trout 
will come out of their winter holes, out of 
Delacroix,” Lambert said.

But don’t count on seeing a ton of pretty, 
clean water as you motor out. In fact, the 
closer you are to Buras, the muddier the 
water likely will be.

“It’s going to take a boat ride to catch 
trout this month,” Lambert said. “Most of 
the fish will be way out on rigs and islands, 
out of the river water.”

Exactly how far the river water extends 
depends on how long the river remains 
high.

But even if you find muddy water at the 
islands and rigs, you could still find trout. 
That’s because saltwater is heavier than 
fresh water, and specks can be ganged up 
in that salty layer beneath filthy Mississippi 
River water.

So Lambert spends a lot of time looking 
backward as he motors away from Buras 
on the way to areas like Lonesome Island, 
Stone Island, Battledore and the platforms 

in Black Bay.
“You have to 

watch your 
prop wash,” 
he said. 
“You’ll see 
that pretty, 
clean water 
boil up.”

Once he 
sees this hap-
pening, he 
begins look-
ing for bait, and there should be plenty 
since the glass minnow spawn normally 
occurs this month.

And this veteran trout guide said the 
rising river can actually help anglers catch 
quick limits, once they find the right condi-
tions.

“It’s going to congregate fish,” Lambert 
said.

So how will he fish such mud-covered 
waters?

He said it’s a time he uses a cork to 
dangle his soft-plastics below the river 
water. See the story on page 146 for details 
on how he maximizes this tactic.

But if he’s fishing shallow water — or 
finds an area that hasn’t been covered up 
by fresh water — he also tight-lines H&H 
grubs and Z-Man Trout Tricks.

And, of course, he’ll be looking for flocks 
of feeding gulls, too.

“The birds will start working especially by 
the latter part of the month,” he said.

And, once the Mississippi River begins to 
fall, fishing will get progressively closer to 
the landing.

“It doesn’t take long for trout to move back 
in,” Lambert said. ■

� - Andy Crawford

252-671-3474

DOWN EAST
GUIDE SERVICE

1907 Paulette Rd.
Morehead City, NC 28557

Costa Rica

42’ Maverick, the Dragin Fly
Not just fishing trips, also honeymoons, 
family and surf trips available. Packages 
include a variety of hotels and condo 
options, all ground transportation, guides, 
tours and fishing. 

Also Costa Rica Tarpon
Argentina Duck and Dove Hunting
North Carolina Inshore/Offshore

Special discounts May-September

E-Mail: info@downeastguideservice.com
www.downeastguideservice.com

With the Mississippi River high and muddy, 
Buras anglers should head east to catch speckled 
trout, veteran guide Capt. Ryan Lambert said.

Head east for 
Buras trout
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fishing hotspots

Marsh Ponds up next >

Black’s Outdoor & Marine LLC
1423 NW Evangeline Thwy. • Lafayette, LA 70501 • (337) 233-4272 • (337) 233-6585
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Capt. Lane Zimmer said under-
standing redfish patterns this 
time of year can help you pin-
point  general location where 

you’re likely to find fish.
“Redfish are going to be primarily in the 

smaller marsh ponds,” he said. “It got real 
cold (this winter); they got real deep — in 
the deep holes trying to survive. After 
that, they kind of came out into the big 
open bodies of water, and (in March) we 
were starting to see them transition into 
the marsh where they should be.”

When fishing those small marsh ponds, 
Zimmer likes sight-fishing the redfish. 
However, he said he absolutely never 
goes sight-fishing by the naked eye.

“What you really, really need to do the 
whole sight-fishing thing is a really good 
pair of sunglasses,” he said. 

Zimmer uses Costa 580G copper 
lenses, and he said they help his vision 

tremendously in a bright, glaring sun.
“It gives you a lot of contrast in the water,” 

he said. “It lets you see that redfish’s fins 
and tail compared to the bottom.”

Next to sunglasses, finding clean water 
while floating in super shallow ponds is 
extremely important, according to Zim-
mer — but he said it’s not the end of the 
world if the water is dirty.

“You can make them out if it’s a bright 
sunny day and you’ve got kind of stained 
water,” he said. “You can still pick up on 
their pectoral fins and tell they’re mov-
ing, but it does make it difficult when the 
water is pretty stained.”

One of the most difficult things in fishing 
is locating productive areas. That’s easier, 
though, when sight-fishing because Zim-
mer said there’s usually a clear sign if there 
is redfish in a pond.

“You’ll see a couple sheepshead and 
drum, but you’ll see a lot of stingrays,” he 

said. “If you’re in a pond with some sting-
rays in it, you’re going to have redfish in 
there. They get in there together.”

When Zimmer spots a fish, the aggres-
siveness of it determines what he casts.

“If they want to hit something flashy, I’ll 
throw a spoon. If they want something a 
little more subtle, I’ll throw a (Mad Mullet),” 
he said.

A Mad Mullet is a soft plastic swimbait 
made by Zimmer. ■

� - Joel Masson

If you’re in a pond with lots of stingrays, 
Capt. Lane Zimmer said that’s usually a 
sure sign of redfish being there, as well. 

STINGRAYS MEAN REDFISH 
IN MARSH PONDS

fishing hotspots
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Don’t throw out those old wingbones, boxes and slates. With a little T.L.C., you might 
have something in your turkey vest that will goad a gobbler into making a fatal mistake.

CallinGold calls

D uring a recent hunt in the hardwoods of 
Franklin County, Miss., my hunting partner 
Shane McCullough and I weren’t having any 

luck luring in a tom. We heard several on the limb, but 
they were quickly joined by hens and went silent.

By mid-morning, I had given up and asked Shane if 
he was ready to go. He didn’t say anything, but instead 
reached in his vest and pulled out an old wingbone 
call. He ran it once, and a tom hammered back with 
an earth-shattering exclamation from less than a 
hundred yards away. Shane hit it again, and the rest 
was history — the tom strutted straight in, Shane 
smacked it at 25 yards and I captured it all on video.

I have an old wingbone call, but it wasn’t doing me 
any good tucked away in a box with my other old calls. 

So when I got home, I dumped out that box. I’ve spent 
a fortune over the years and laid them all aside — and 
over time, forgotten them.

I bet you’re the same way; you’ve probably accumu-
lated a good stash of turkey calls — anyone that’s 
hunted a few years will. How many have you laid to 
the side? You should consider doing what I decided to 
do — clean and recondition them —then practice and 
put them back to use.

Most old calls can’t be bought off the shelf anymore, 
especially the classics. Paul Meek, a master call-maker, 
said, “When I think about old turkey calls, what that 
brings to mind is Raymond and Era Chisholm’s trough 
call and Ben Lee’s Super Hen. Then, you can’t forget 
about the original Fool Proof by M.L. Lynch.”

Sportsman Extra

>
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 This month features great footage of 
big bull redfish, where to target trout, 
and how to make finicky bass bite. 
Tune in.

This Month On SPORTSMAN TV

Cox Sports Television Thursdays - 6:30 pm, Saturdays - 8:30 am, Sundays - 9:00 am You can catch any episode you missed on
louisianasportsman.com/sportsmantv

SPORTSMAN TV SPONSORS

Brought to you by

Don’t miss
SPORTSMAN TV!
Loaded with the most exciting action and “how-to” and “where-to” 
information, SPORTSMAN TV will help you make the most of your outdoor 
experience.
Our host, Greg Hackney, 2014 Bass Angler Of The Year and hunting 
enthusiast, continues to travel throughout Louisiana exploring all of the 
hunting and fishing opportunities the state has to offer. Catch all of the action 
on Cox Sports Television.

L O U I S I A N A S P O R T S M A N . C O M / S P O R T S M A N T V

Nuthin’s Safe 

Here are a few old calls to consider that 
can give you the edge on educated 
toms that have “heard it all.”

Old Box Calls
Most old box calls were made from tight-grain 

cedar or walnut, and were double-sided. The 
Lynch World Champion and Ben Lee Twin Hen 
are boxes many hunters may have laid aside.

Some even older box calls were homemade. If 
you’ve inherited one of these, consider yourself 
lucky. You have a real treasure. Old boxes won’t 
go bad if they’ve been kept from moisture, but 
they may need a little maintenance.

Slate Pot Calls
There’s nothing like old slate sitting in a 

seasoned wood pot. Older slate pots weren’t 

mass-produced, but were made like today’s 
custom calls, featuring good wood and good 
slate.

Any striker that accompanied older slates 
should be of excellent quality, but if you want to 
get a different sound out of an older slate, mix 
it up with different strikers. Try it with strikers 
you already have stashed. You can buy other 
strikers: laminates, exotic woods or carbon. It 
may surprise you at the new sound you can get 
from old slate.

Trough Calls
Trough calls are friction calls and have a strip 

— usually slate, aluminum or copper — that 

sits in a wooden trough. Many older ones came 
with a corn-cob striker.

Like the pot calls, you can swap out the strik-
ers to get a lot of different tones and pitches. 
These calls are excellent for close-in hen talk, 
like cluck and purrs. They’re also good for yelp-
ing, cackling and can’t be beat for excited cuts.

Tube Calls
Some old tube calls were homemade from 

small, metal-cylinder snuff cans. A half-moon 
shaped opening is cut in the lid and a piece of 
latex is stretched across the opening, held in 
place by a rubber band. It’s a simple call with 
a great sound.

These calls are great for yelping and cutting. 
The volume produced from these little jewels is 
unbelievable. A tube can reproduce most of the 

sounds that a turkey makes—even the gobble.
Call-makers like the late Kenny Morgan used 

this design and produced wood versions like 
The Morgan Call. Tube calls are still made today.

Wingbones
The wingbone is the oldest turkey call man 

has used. The National Wild Turkey Federation 
said it’s the original turkey call used by Native 
Americans to put turkey dinners over the 
fire. NWTF’s Winchester Museum houses 
the oldest-known wingbone call, one dating 
back 4,000 years. The wingbone was the most-
common turkey call used until the 1960s, when 
other calls became popular.

Box calls, slate pot calls, trough calls, wingbones, scratch 
boxes and old strikers are candidates for some repair 
and refitting if you’ve set them aside over the years. 

Calling old calls!

>
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The wingbone is great for yelping. Once mas-
tered, hunters are able to cackle, cut, cluck, 
purr and kee-kee. It has a sound that’s distinct, 
and its pitch is unique. It’s a great locator call; 
most times a gobbler can’t resist answering, 
especially the first time he hears it.

Scratch Box
Small in size, simple in design, the scratch 

box, aka coffin box, delivers the best cluck 
out of any calls. It’s hard to tell the differ-
ence between the cluck of a scratch box and 
the real thing. It also gives a solid yelp. The 

pitch depends on the type wood it’s made 
from. Cedar, the most common, gives a high 

pitch, while walnut will give a 
deeper yelp.

These two-piece calls are 
usually a rectangular shaped 
hollow wood chamber with 
striker lip and a solid wood 
striker piece. Every scratch 
box has its own unique 
sound. They can still be 
found, but your old-time ones 
will have the classic sounds 
from the good old-aged wood.

So break out all your old 
calls and scatter them across 
the floor and get down to 
business. Clean ’em up, chalk 
’em up  and practice, practice, 
practice. There’s no need to 
leave those old calls in retire-
ment. Bring them back to life 
for some hot turkey hunting 
action.

You may even find that 
you’ve developed better call-
ing skills since some of these 
calls were set aside. You might 
discover that your best call 
has been sitting idle for too 
long. Just a heads-up, though: 
You may need a turkey hunt-
ing vest with more pockets. ■

Andy Douglas is an outdoor 
writer and photographer 
from Brookhaven. A native of 
Lincoln County, he’s chased 
deer, turkeys, bass and most 
anything else the past 35 
years. He can be contacted 
at andydouglas.outdoors@
yahoo.com

Calling old calls!

One of your old turkey calls that’s been collecting 
dust for years might just be the ticket for you to 

hook up with a gobbler this season. 

802 HWY 182 • HOUMA, LA 70364

SOUTHERN 
POWER & EQUIPMENT, LLC

• 50 Amp Alternator
• Stainless Steel Exhaust
• Digital Ignition Coil
• ZF Transmission with 1.5: 1 Ratio

MUD BOAT 
POWER

INVENTORY REDUCTION SALE
Special Pricing on all Golf Carts  in Stock!

Vanguard 37hp EFI MARINE Engine w/ZF 15 M Transmission

Now Offering Marine And Industrial Engines By

GENERATORS FOR
INDUSTRIAL & MARINE

Industrial Generator:
6KW - 20KW - IN STOCK

• Compact Units
• Light Weight
• Fuel Effi cient
• Quiet

Marine
Generator:
5KW - 20KW

IN STOCK

Vanguard 35HP MARINE Engine Also Available

INVENTORY REDUCTION SALE
Special Pricing on all

(985) 851-1242 • email: howard.leboeuf@spchouma.com

Authorized Kioti dealer/
large selection from
22-110HP

Authorized
LS Tractor

Dealer

Meet the Pack.
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you’ll like what you see, you’ll love what you save!

2017 RancheR® 
DcT IRS TRX 
420 Fa5 
4x4 Automatic 
Shift

2018 RancheR® 
TRX 420 FM1 
4x4 Manual Shift

FOR OUR BEST PRICE 
TEXT 420FM1 TO 68398 

5 avaIlable2017 
FoReMan®  
500
TRX 500 FM1 
4x4 Manual 
Shift

MSRP ....................................$7,299*
SALE .......................$5,597

MSRP ............................... $7,399*
SALE .......................$5,997

5 avaIlable

5 avaIlable2017
RancheR®

TRX 420 TM1 
2x4 Manual 
Shift

MSRP ................................... $5,349*
SALE .......................$4,197

2017 RancheR® 420
TRX 420 Fa 2

MSRP ....................................$7,599*
SALE .......................$6,197

5 avaIlable

2017 RIncon® 
TRX 680 Fa
4x4 Automatic 
Transmission

MSRP ............................... $9,399*
SALE .......................$7,797

5 avaIlable 5 avaIlable

2016 PIoneeR 
1000
SXS10M3

2017 PIoneeRTM 
500
SXS500M2H

MSRP ....................................$13,999*
SALE ......................$10,697

MSRP .....................................$8,999*
SALE .......................$7,597

MSRP ............................... $10,499*
SALE .......................$8,697

2017 PIoneeRTM

700
SXS700M2

5 avaIlable
5 avaIlable

5 avaIlable
MSRP $8,999
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Delacroix Inshore
Specks & Reds

NOLA
accommodations available

504-782-4917

Poisson 
Rouge 
Fishing 
Charters

FISH-N-TELL CHARTERS
CAPT. BARRY SCHEXNAYDRE

(225) 938-2419 • FISHNTELLCHARTERS@YAHOO.COM
24’ BAY BOATS

SPECIALIZING IN SPECKLED TROUT & REDFISH
FISHING FROM

FOURCHON TO GRAND ISLAND AREA

LAS-SR: RC GA: JC

5 Boats Available. Fishing inland and coastal waters only. 
Specializing in trout and redfish.

Fishing Charter Includes
• Bait • Ice • Fuel • Tackle • Rods & Reels

Y’all Come Pass A Good Time in Grand Isle, LA

H&M Fishing Charters
(985)258-3632 • handm@grand-isle.com Grand Isle's 

Finest
Fishing!!

504-278 FISH
www.CaptainCharlie.com

Guaranteed Fish!
Experience Louisiana’s

Most Professional
Guide Service

• Light Tackle
• Fly Fishing

• Redfish
• Speckled Trout

•  Over 40,000 Fishing  
and Boating Items

•  Rods, Reels, Lures,  
& Tackle

•  Outriggers and  
Fighting Chairs

www.alltackle.com • 888-810-7283

Since 
1999

Guides & 
Classi� eds

Display Ads
1/32 Page .............  ..... $75/mn
1/16  Page .............  ...$107/mn

(vertical or horizontal)
1/8  Page................  ...$155/mn

  (vertical or horizontal)

To place a classi� ed display ad 
Call 1-800-538-4355

Mon-Thurs 8-5 • Fri 8-3

HUNTING

FISHING SUPPLIES

TRAILERS

Cell 504-382-5639 • 504-464-7909

GOOD TIMES
FISHING CHARTERS
GRAND ISLE, LA

All rods, tackle, fuel, ice and live bait provided
(4 boats available)

New 26’ Avenger Available Now Capt. Jake Scardino, 
USCG Approved

Some of the BEST 
Inland/Coastal 
Speckled Trout
& Red Fishing

FUEL, GEAR & BAIT PROVIDED 

USCG LICENSED.

RV HOOKUPS AVAILABLE

INLAND & COASTAL
SPECKLED TROUT, REDFISH, 
BULL REDS & MORE
FISH CLEANING AVAILABLE.
OFFSHORE RIG FISHING
SNAPPER, COBIA, 
MANGROVE SNAPPER, 
& MORE

FISHING CHARTERS“Hard Times”““““

GRAND ISLE, LA
CAPTAIN MARK SCARDINO

HOME: 985-787-3529 • CELL: 504-382-5286
www.grand-isle.com/hardtimes

• Waterfront Lodging & RV Sites
• Groups of 4 to 40
•  Coastal/inshore charters for 

Speckled Trout & Redfi sh
•  Leeville, Grand Isle, 

Golden Meadow, Fourchon
209 Moore Rd • Leeville, LA 70357
985-396-2678
985-637-0118

bobbylynns.com

•  Leeville, Grand Isle, 
Golden Meadow, Fourchon

209 Moore Rd • Leeville, LA 70357
985-396-2678
985-637-0118

bobbylynns.com

SPORTSMANGear.com
or 866-616-3315

LOUISIANA
PURCHASE
RANCH
Private Land Ranch
MEEKER, COLORADO

•Mule Deer
•Elk
•Lodge & Cabins

Call Rick 970-272-3006
or visit shootelk.com

LOUISIANA
PURCHASE
RANCHRANCH
Private Land RanchPrivate Land Ranch
MEEKER, COLORADOMEEKER, COLORADO

•Mule Deer
•Elk
•Lodge & CabinsLodge & Cabins

Call Rick Call Rick 970-272-3006970-272-3006
or visit shootelk.com

Large 
Selection of 
Trailers and 

Parts 
in Stock!

5703 Frontage Rd E. Hwy 90 • New Iberia, LA 70560

337-369-1113

BE A BETTER GUIDE...
GET THE LATEST REPORTS ON 
WIND/MARINE 
& WEATHER FORECASTS, TIDES, 
ASTRO TABLES 
AND THE LATEST FISHING & 
HUNTING REPORTS on 
www.LouisianaSportsman.com

Top It Off!

FISHING SUPPLIES
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TRAILERS

TROLLING MOTORS

MARINAS

Claude’s Trailers and Sales

6400 Hwy 14
New Iberia, La. 70560

Since 1963 Claude’s has been taking care 
of the trailer needs of Acadiana. 
Whether you need a new Boat, Utility 
or Gooseneck trailer of just have a problem 
with your current trailer, Claude’s can solve 
your problem.

No matter where you bought your 
trailer, no matter what brand, 
Claude’s services them all.
We are one of a few service facilities 
that can build custom axles

We Build 

Axles In 

House!!!

337-367-1141

2221 N. Airway • Baton Rouge, LA 70815
NEW & USED SALES & REPAIRS

MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS

Cajun Custom
Fabrication & Marine LLC
✵ Aluminum And Metal Welding
✵ Boat Welding & Repair Is Our Specialty
✵ Farm Repair On Equipment, Etc.
✵ Skeg Welding Repairs &
 Trim Tabs Available
337-288-2609
337-288-2609 Cell
(TEXT ME!)
1818 Tornado Dr
Church Point, LA 70525

Call Lucas Comeaux today for
free estimate and book appointment

Rigolets Marina
Luxury CondosNOW LEA

SING

I-10 Slidell Exit 263 South 6 Miles
lralph22@aol.com 985-640-1566

Features:

52250 Hwy 90 Slidell , La at a Full Service Marina w/live bait, 
tackle, fuel ice, dry storage, groceries and much more 

•  Stainless Refrigerator, 
Washer & Dryer, Dishwasher  
and Microwave

• Attached Garage
• Boat Slip w/ Lift

•  2 Covered Balconies
• Furnished & Unfurnished
•  2 bedrooms - 2 1/2 bath 

(one full)

Starting @ $1350 a Mo.

Classi� eds
Up to 25 words $19.95/mn or $45 
for 3mns. Add a photo for $10/mn

To place a classi� ed ad 
Call 1-800-538-4355
Mon-Thurs 8-5 • Fri 8-3

REAL ESTATE

BOATS FOR SALE

WATERFRONT NEAR COCODRIE, 
CAMPERS-MOTORHOMES OK 
near Falgoust Canal Marina fronting 
on Lower Bayou Dularge, south of 
Houma Only 9 Lots left, 4ft plus el-
evation inside an exisiting hurricane 
floodgate levee system & flood gate) 
In the middle of the best saltwater 
fishing in Terrebonne Parish close to 
fresh water bash fishing, Driveways 
in place!!!! Call for details. Robert 
Hale Real Estate (985)804-7525 or 
go to Roberthalerealestate.com for 
photos, maps and restrictions. 985-
804-7525 3RE-103/P

2012 PARKER 2501 CENTER 
CONSOLE Twin 250 Yamaha’s w/ 
low hours! $75,000. Call (601)996-
9496 601-996-9496 1BS-102/P

1930’S FARMHOUSE to be moved 
by Buyer!! NE of BAton Rouge. New 
roof, orig pine floors, 2BR 1 BA, 
Great camp!!! $14,750 OBO Call 
(225)324-7789 225-324-7789 1RE-
105/P

HUNTING
S&D WHITETAILS HUNTING over 
4500 acres in Central Texas. 99% Suc-
cess. 20 years in business. No Fancy 
Gates or Lodge, Just Big Deer. Base 
price of $2,950 buck up to 139, we have 
deer 200+. Bring a friend FREE for a 
hog hunt or whitetail doe includes lodg-
ing & meals. www.sdwhitetails.com 325-
642-7596

30 ACRES & CAMP HOUSE Water-
front, borders NWR 1 hour to NOLA. 
Barn, tractor & all furnishings. $325K 
FIRM! WON’T LAST! (504)214-6269 
504-214-6269 3RE-103/W
-----------------------------------------------------
COCODRIE WATERFRONT LOT in 
restricted subdivision. 60 ft water front-
age x 250 ft depth. Inside new Hurricane 
levee/flood gate. $65,000. Robert Hale 
Real Estate (985)804-7525 985-804-
7525 6RE-101/W
-----------------------------------------------------
MELERINES CAMP RENTAL 3 
bedroom house on Delacroix Island   
(504)431-3061 or (504) 491-9488 504-
431-3061 3RE-101/W
-----------------------------------------------------
LAKEFRONT PROPERTY. 2 story, 
2BR, 2 bath house with 1,500 sq. ft. 
living area and 85’ x 12’ deck overlook-
ing White Oak Lake, 15 mi. from Cam-
den, Arkansas. House is pre-furnished 
and surrounded by 23,000 ac. Poison 
Springs WMA. Hunt deer, turkey, hogs. 
$75,000. Call Mike at 870-403-1104.

REAL ESTATE

BOATS FOR SALE
21 FOOT MR. B’S SKIFF 2014 Fantail 
Model. 2011-115 Yamaha Four Stroke 
Motor  Less than 150 Hours  Call 
(985)688-1567 985-688-1567 1BS-
102/W

Peel & 
Stick
SPORTSMANGear.com
or 866-616-3315

Gear.comGear.com
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ACE’S RETRIEVERS................................................123
AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC................ 54, 55
ASCENSION EQUIPMENT & RENT ALL......................6
B & B ENTERPRISES INC.......................................139
BAYOU OUTBOARDS, INC.......................................80
BENT MARINE.........................................................89
BERRYLAND CAMPERS.........................................100
BIG TEX TRAILER-BROUSSARD...............................33
BILL LEWIS OUTDOORS..........................................95
BLACK’S OUTDOOR AND MARINE........................178
BLUE DOT MARINE...............................................175
BLUE WAVE BOATS...............................................129
BOAT CITY USA................................................. 34, 35
BOAT STUF............................................................133
BOATS UNLIMITED..................................... 24, 25, 27
BOBBY LYNN’S MARINA.......................................152
BOSS DRIVES..........................................................58
BREAUX AND DAIGLE MARINE............................. 8, 9
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BROOKHAVEN HONDA.........................................188
BRYAN’S MARINE...................................................90
CAJUN OUTBOARDS.............................................174
CAPTAIN PAUL TITUS.................................... 141, 176
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CCA - LOUISIANA..................................................187
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CHEEKS MARINE.....................................................73
CHRIS’ CAJUN BOILER / STEAMER........................139
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COTTONMOUTH CUSTOM BOATS............................62
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CRAWFISH TOWN USA.........................................176
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CUSTOM MAPPING SERVICE..................................80
CYPRESS COVE BOATING........................................38
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DAIWA.............................................................. 18, 19
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DOCKSIDE MARINE.................................................56
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ELITE STOR...........................................................105

ENVIRON METAL, INC.............................................61
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FRED NETTERVILLE LUMBER..................................63
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GEICO - SPECIAL MARKETING................................99
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GLENCOE EQUIPMENT..........................................115
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H&M MARINE.......................................................111
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177SKV Red Fish 
Edition w/90HP Suzuki 
and  poling platform

3650 Westbank Expwy. Harvey, LA Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

Powered BySERVING 
ALL YOUR

BOATING
NEEDS

SINCE 1890

504-341-1654
DUVIC'S, INC.DUVIC'S, INC.

2400
w/300hp 
Suzuki, 
Tandem 
Axle 
Aluminum 
Trailer

2200 Blazer Bay
w/200HP Suzuki and tandem 
axle aluminum trailer

EST-1890

2200 Blazer Bay
w/200HP Suzuki and tandem 
2200 Blazer Bay
w/200HP Suzuki and tandem 
2200 Blazer Bay
axle aluminum trailer

2200 Blazer Bay
w/200HP Suzuki and tandem 
2200 Blazer Bay
w/200HP Suzuki and tandem 
2200 Blazer Bay
axle aluminum trailer

SOUTHFORK
Aluminum Boats

Southfork 1652 
w/60HP Suzuki, 12 gal fuel tank, trailer

Southfork 2070V

Southfork 
1756CC
w/90HP Suzuki,
welded floors, 18 gal 
uel tank, galv trailer

Southfork 

w/90HP Suzuki,
welded floors, 18 gal 
uel tank, galv trailer

DUVIC’S!
Re-Power Center

MSRP IS A DIRTY 4 LETTER WORD... WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD!

YOUR #1

230BR w/250HP, 
Suzuki, T-top, tandem axle 
aluminum trailer

128 Years
In Business!

239FS w/300HP 
Suzuki, hard T-Top

Southfork 1652Southfork 1652Southfork 1652

Come
see us the 
Boat Show 
March 2nd 

thru 4th
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