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Everybody has that one person you can 
call night or day, 24/7/365 and he or she 
is there for you. It doesn’t matter if you 

are axle deep in a mud hole or fighting for 
your life in a flood.  That person will come 
to help you, no questions asked. That is 
how you should feel about your attorney 
when you need legal help. Maybe you 
just have a simple legal question. Maybe 
you have been sued and don’t know what 
to do. Maybe you are fighting for justice 
against big money or a large corpora-
tion and need someone you can trust.  
Maybe you want to start a small business 
and need legal advice. Maybe you have 
questions about a contract.  No matter what 
your legal issue is, whether it seems small 
or overwhelming, you have a friend here 
that can help you. We give you the advice 
you need to make intelligent decisions 
about your circumstances. All it takes is a 
phone call. No pressure, no commitment, 
no consultation cost. We are your one stop 
shop for all.

Alicia Sosa
John Smith

Loren ShanklinSportsman-At-Law

 Legal Problems Solved Here

Stop worrying about it and call us. You will be glad you did.
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W ithout a doubt, the thermometer indicated it was a 
typical, blistering hot July in Louisiana — but some 
big bass apparently felt like it was still springtime up 

at Toledo Bend. 
Seven hawgs 

weighing 10 
pounds or more 
were entered 
in the Bend’s 
Lunker Bass 
Program, which 
awards anglers 
who catch and 
release double-
digit fish back 
into the reservoir 
with a compli-
mentary replica 
mount. 

Many anglers 
did most of their 
damage with 
trophy fish over-
night.

The biggest of 
the bunch went 
to Scott Eastman 
of Lake Charles, 

who reeled in an 11.48-pound monster at about 4:30 a.m. on 
July 21 during a Lake Charles Hawg Hunters night-fishing tourna-
ment. Eastman was targeting the south end of the lake with his 
son-in-law, Jamie Parkes.

“We were sitting in 7 or 8 foot of water, throwing out into 25,” 
said Eastman, who had tied on a black-emerald, Texas-rigged 
Zoom Ol’ Monster worm. “I came off some wood or something, 
and I felt kind of like a tick. … When I tightened it up a little bit, I 
said, ‘That’s a fish.’ 

“When I set the hook, I was like, ‘That’s a good fish.’ I didn’t really 
know how big she was because it was dark until Jamie got ready 
to net her.”

The pair had a great night on the water — Parkes landed one 
better than 8 pounds — and the pair won the event with a five-
fish stringer that topped 30 pounds.

Kaleb Lasyone, 25, of Dry Prong, actually got things started 
on July 2 when he landed his first-ever double-digit bass — a 
10.69-pounder — also night-fishing along the south end of the 
reservoir. 

“I had a couple good nights. The next night, I caught an 8.24,” he 
said, noting fish were likely moving out of deep water and com-
ing up at night to feed near points he was targeting. 

Lasyone caught his lunker about midnight in about 15 feet of 
water on a black/blue V&M Wild Thing worm Texas-rigged with a 
½-ounce weight.

“I actually thought I had just a 5- or 6-pounder, and reeled it up 
and went to flip it in the boat,” he said. “When I got her about half-
way up, I couldn’t get her up — that’s when I knew she was big.”

UPDATEOutdoor

NIGHT-TIME BASS BONANZA 
EXPLODES AT TOLEDO BEND
7 lunkeRs, 10 PounDs anD uP, lanDeD in JulY

Scott Eastman of Lake Charles reeled in 
this 11.48-pounder with a Texas-rigged, 
black-emerald Zoom Ol’ Monster worm 
on July 21 at 4:30 a.m. during a night-
fishing tournament. 

By Patrick Bonin

All photos courtesy of Toledo Bend Lunker Bass Program

Kaleb Lasyone of Dry Prong caught 
this 10.69-pound bass on July 2 
about midnight on the south end of 
the reservoir with a black-and-blue 
V&M Wild Thing worm Texas-rigged 
with a ½-ounce weight.
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Lasyone made contact with Buckeye Landing, where an 
employee met him at around 1 a.m. to certify the fish, which was 
25½ inches long with a 17¾-inch girth. A side note: Lasyone’s 
fish was previously caught in April 2015 by Stephen Remedies; it  
tipped the scales then at 10.22 pounds.

Sidney Matthews, 64, of Florien, kept the momentum going on 
July 5 near Housen when he caught a 10.63-pound bass — his 
fifth double-digit fish and fourth from Toledo Bend. 

“We caught it late in the evening,” Matthews said. “We were fish-
ing a tournament that started at 7 o’clock, and that was the first 
fish we put in the boat, at 10 minutes after 7.”

Matthews used a plum-colored, Texas-rigged 10½-inch River 
Bottom Baits worm to fool the lunker. 

“We were sitting in 35 feet of water, and that fish came out of 6 
feet of water,” he said. “That’s where the fish was located.”

Matthews and his partner went on to take third place in the 
event with 23.8 pounds, along with Big Bass honors. 

Patrick Green, 50, of Leesville, was actually fishing in the same 
Tackle Box tournament as Matthews when he landed his own 
lunker. Green’s fish weighed-in at 10.33 pounds, so, unfortunately, 
he didn’t win big bass honors that night — but he made up for it 
by winning the team event with his brother Robert with four fish 
that tipped the scales at 24.89 pounds.

Green was fishing in the Negreet area around 7:30 p.m. when 
the big bass hit a Texas-rigged junebug Zoom Ol’ Monster worm.

“I was sitting in about 30 feet of water,” he said. “As soon as I 
started reeling it in, I knew it was pretty big.”

They immediately went to Buckeye Landing to weigh-in the big 
bass, so they lost some valuable fishing time. But the brothers 
more than made up for it, reeling in a 6- and a 5-pounder later in 
the evening to ultimately take top honors for the tournament. 

Sidney Matthews 
of Florien landed 
his fifth double-
digit bass when 
he snared this 
10.63-pounder in 
the Housen area on 
July 5. 

Patrick Green of Leesville didn’t 
win Big Bass honors despite land-
ing this 10.33-pound monster 
on July 5, but he and his brother, 
Robert, took first place in the 
tournament with a four-fish bag 
that tipped the scales at almost 
25 pounds. 

continues >

George Herr of Many caught 
this 10.13-pounder in the 
Patroon area on a Texas-
rigged redbud Zoom Trick 
Worm on July 11.
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UPDATE
Outdoor

George Herr, 63, of Many, caught a 10.13-pounder on July 11 
near Clear Creek in the Patroon area on a Texas-rigged redbud 
Zoom Trick worm at the first place he stopped that morning. Herr 
said his boat was positioned in about 14 feet of water, and the 
fish was about 9 feet deep. 

It was Herr’s fourth Toledo Bend lunker, but his first since 2015. 
His fish was previously caught this past February by Kyle Alexan-
der; it weighed 10.41 pounds at that point.

Rounding out big-bass action for July, Timothy Guidry of Sul-
phur landed a 10.15-pounder on July 3, and Rodney Hebert of 
Maurice landed a 10.1-pound lunker on July 24. ■

Timothy Guidry of 
Sulphur caught this 
10.15-pound monster 
on July 3. 

Rodney Hebert of Maurice 
capped off the lunker action 
for July when he landed 
this 10.1-pounder on the 
24th, weighing it in at the 
Fairmont General Store. 
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By David Moreland

F rom what I am seeing in East Felici-
ana Parish, 2019 could be another 
year with plenty of acorns in the 

woods during hunting season. 
Last season was a good one for both 

white oak and red oak acorns. On Pearl 
River WMA, I focused on the big cow oak 
acorns in the swamp, and it paid off with 
an adult buck and several hogs. 

We found that white oak acorns were 
being eaten by deer in East Feliciana from 
October through January. There seems to 
be a belief among hunters that acorns will 
spoil, but this is not true. White oak acorns 
will often sprout and begin developing a 
root, but deer still eat them. 

Acorns will sustain a deer herd through 
the fall and winter keeping them fit and 
healthy during the rut, but an abundant 
mast crop will also provide food for deer 
well into spring and summer. In fact, deer 
collections on Sherburne WMA docu-
mented deer eating striped oak acorns in 
August. Acorns are not high in protein, so 
they are not the food needed to grow ant-
lers, but the nutrition from acorns keeps 
the deer fat and healthy.

important mast
The importance of acorns is often 

downplayed by some biologists, because 
they are not the food that deer need dur-
ing spring and summer to grow antlers 
and help with fawning. Protein from 
quality forage and browse provides this 
nutrition, and if the forest is being man-
aged correctly by maintaining a good 
hardwood component, quality browse 
will be produced. 

But these biologists follow the idea that 
mast is not needed in order to promote 

forestry practices that produce a domi-
nant pine forest. Consequently, hardwood 
species are removed to produce the pine 
forest. Some hardwoods are kept along 
the creek drains, but this is not sufficient 
to maintain the herd quality. This is evi-
denced by the data produced by LDWF 
that shows the physical condition of deer 
in Louisiana’s pine forests compared to 
forests with a good hardwood compo-
nent. These biologists suggest intensifying 
forage plantings and feeding deer to help 
improve nutrition. 

Most hunting clubs in our piney woods 
habitat cannot grow the amount of for-
age needed to replace the browse that 
has been eliminated. However, clubs can 
feed deer, but most of this is feeding corn 
during the fall and winter. It is readily 
apparent from stomach samples collected 
from deer on these hunting clubs that 
deer eat corn, and there really is not much 
hardwood mast available at all for them.

Soft mast helps
A good, hardwood forest not only pro-

duces hard mast — acorns and pecans 
— but also soft mast — fruit produced 
by hardwood trees that includes pears, 
mayhaws, persimmons, crab apples, 
blackgum, black cherry and many other 
species. Persimmons and pears are impor-
tant for hunters to focus on during bow 
season. 

A good crop of pears is growing in Clin-
ton this year. The pecan crop is also very 

good. Pecans are not only an important 
food of deer but are readily eaten, of 
course, by squirrels and bears. Deer hunt-
ers in the bottomland forest habitat and on 
the public lands, refuges and WMAs in the 
Mississippi River drainage parishes should 
scout for sign around the pecan trees.

Many people say that a good mast crop 
only happens every three to five years, but 
I know for certain that for the past four 
years, there has been an excellent crop of 
cow oak acorns on Pearl River. Likewise, 
the past four years have been good for 
white oak acorns. White oaks flower in the 
spring and produce acorns the same fall. 
Red oaks, on the other hand flower in the 
spring, but the acorn does not mature 
until the second year. Since oak flowers 
are wind-pollinated, good weather during 
the flowering period is critical for acorn 
production. Cold and rainy weather inter-
feres with pollination. Summer droughts 
can also impact acorn production, but 
for the most part, Louisiana, with its Gulf 
Coast weather, does not get the hard 
freezes that presents problems for oaks. 

diversify oaks
One way to avoid total mast failures is 

to have and maintain a good diversity of 
oak species, along with other hardwood 
trees, in your woods. Having both red 
oaks, white oaks and pecans can offset the 
problems of mast failures. 

Forest researchers are working on re-
establishing the chestnut tree in the forest 

In the piney woods of 
Louisiana where oak 
trees are sparse, deer 
readily eat corn.

WILL ACORNS 
FLOURISH in 
2019?

UPDATE
Outdoor
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landscape. This was an impor-
tant tree when Europeans first 
came to North America. It was 
important for wildlife, and the 
early settlers also discovered 
it was fit for human consump-
tion. However, these trees dis-
appeared because of a disease, 
the chestnut blight.

 On our small property, I have 
planted some Dunstan chest-
nut trees, and they are begin-
ning to produce fruit. It will 
be a major accomplishment if 
a tree is developed that pro-
duces fruit and is resistant to 
the blight. 

The last total mast-crop 
failure I can remember was in 
1993. A late-winter freeze in 
the spring of 1992 killed the 
white oak acorn crop that year, 
and then Hurricane Andrew 
destroyed the red oak acorn 
crop that was to develop in 
1993. The storm also damaged 
the white oak limbs and cre-
ated issues for those trees. In 
the fall of 1993, there were no 
acorns, and the cattle farmers 
had problems with deer com-
ing out and eating up their 
winter pastures.

The overcup oak is in the 
white oak group and is found 
in the bottomland and river 
bottom habitats of the state. 
I have always found this to 
be a good tree for squirrel 
hunting. Cow oak and white 
oak acorns are readily eaten 
by deer, and hunters should 
scout the woods for these 
trees. Now is the time to 
get the binoculars and start 
looking at oak branches for 
developing acorns. When 
acorns are available, deer will 
be eating them, and visits to 
the feeders might be few. Of 
course, in the pine-dominant 
woods, corn is the food item 
that is most available. Hunters 
and landowners who do have 
a good hardwood component 
can save money and rely on 
the acorns for their deer-
hunting success. ■

6564 Hwy 15 North
Ecru, MS 38841
1-866-492-4849

camotruckseats.com

Pecans will be available for wildlife 
during the 2019 hunting season.
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UPDATE
Outdoor

I t’s the middle of summer, but there’s no vacation for the big 
largemouth bass on Louisiana’s premier lunker lake, Caney 
Lake in Jackson Parish.

Corey Harris can tell you that, and he can prove it.
One point of fact is the 9.14-pound bass he caught to win the 

recent Caney Lake Majestic Big Bass tournament and the stringer 
of five fish weighing 24.53 pounds that took the big stringer 
award. Need another witness? Harris fished earlier with Hunter 
Freeman, the 2018 FLW College Fishing National Champion and 
now an FLW touring pro and caught a stringer of five fish weigh-
ing 36 pounds. That’s a once-in-a-lifetime catch, but a 25- to 
28-pound stringer is easily possible these days.

The point of Harris’ catch isn’t about tournaments or big 
stringers, it is that this is a great time to catch big fish. The 
big bass in Caney haven’t packed up and gone anywhere just 
because it is hot.

“Catching a 10-pounder, now that’s kind of random,” he said. 
“You’ve got to get a little bit lucky. But the 5-, 6- and 7 pounders? 
You can pattern them and have a ball catching big fish.”

No vacation for 
Caney Lake bass 
aquatic vegetation has
given lake new life

Corey Harris with the 9.14-pound 
bass that won the recent Caney 
Majestic tournament.

By Kinny Haddox
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Fish the grass
One of the main reasons 

is the grass. Aquatic veg-
etation has found its way 
back into the lake and can 
be found in almost every 
area now.

“That’s the key,” Harris 
says. “They are starting to 
use the grass again, more 
than ever. You can catch 
fish almost anywhere, but 
the bigger fish and bigger 
groups relate to points. 
That can be a land point, a 
point in the grass or a point 
on an underwater hump 
or ridge.”

Harris narrows down the 
best bait to one — a 10-inch 
Zoom worm in any color 
that has some green in it, from green pumpkin to watermelon 
green. He rigs it Texas-style and fishes it slowly across the bottom. 

But not just anywhere.
“You still need to use your electronics to find the fish and find 

out where they are on the points,” he said. “The shad migrate 
around these points at various places and depths from 10 to 20 
feet, according to the time of day, and your electronics can help 
you pinpoint that. Without it, you can catch some, but not many 
unless you get lucky.”

Right place, right time
Harris never rules out the 

luck factor, either. In fact, he 
wouldn’t have caught the 
9-pounder that won the 
last tournament without 
some luck — bad luck that 
turned out good.

He was fishing with his 
brother, who overslept. 
When his brother didn’t get 
there, he called and found 
out he was 30 minutes 
away, so he just eased 
the boat off the bank and 
fished a spot to keep busy. 
On the second cast, he 
nailed the 9.14.

“That was just divine 
intervention,” he said.

Harris has one more tip. He doesn’t like to do it, but some big 
fish and big limits are caught around boathouses and some 
points at night. Again, he recommends a big worm, but for 
night-fishing, the best place to concentrate is piers and boat-
houses, with or without lights. ■

Another summer 
lunker landed by 
Corey Harris.

Hunter Freeman with a huge 
Caney grass-bed bass.
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A fishing pier. A pump. A big pile of dirt and rock. And 
some water. Lots of water. 

That’s what’s left to complete one of the decade’s 
most-anticipated outdoor projects in north Louisiana: the rebirth 
and reopening of the 2,200-acre Bussey Brake Reservoir north of 
Bastrop in Morehouse Parish. Built in the late 1950s, the lake was 
a prime fishery for bass, bream, crappie and catfish for more than 
50 years before age, lack of structure and overpopulation of trash 
fish made it unproductive.

The list is short, but the main ingredient is installation and 
operation of a new pump to fill the reservoir from Bayou Bar-
tholomew, which runs beside the lake. If work goes as planned, 
the pump should be in action early this fall, and the lake filled 
enough to open to the public by early 2020. 

Over half of the lake has been empty for several years, allowing 
thick, new growth on the lakebottom, which will make it almost 
like a brand-new reservoir when it is reflooded.

Winter crappie
“The contractors are about halfway through with the new wave 

break in front of the main launch area and the new fishing pier,” 
said Ryan Daniel, a biologist with the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in Monroe, who is overseeing the rebirth. 
“The new wave break will make the lake safer, and in the hole, 
they’ve also dug a deep pit there that should hold winter crappie 
just like the old deep hole in front of the main dock used to.”

The new pump should be completed this month, Daniel said. It 
will take a few months to fill the lake, but once there is enough 
water to safely launch boats, the LDWF will open it up. 

Here’s another bit of good news. Bass, some over 3 pounds, 
were stocked in 2016. Other bass, bream, and crappie have been 
stocked at fingerling sizes the past several years. Some of these 
are already catchable-size fish.

New pier
Daniel has big plans for the lake. Boat lanes are already marked 

with pilings, and a new, handicap-accessible pier will next to the 
boat dock. Daniel said they are also looking at putting in a kayak 

or small-boat access area on the south end of the lake. Size and 
creel limits will be managed to provide fun fishing and maximize 
the sustained populations of gamefish.

“The area is a WMA and will be equipped with a self-clearing 
kiosk,” Daniel said. “Only a fishing license or Wild Louisiana stamp 
are necessary to use the WMA. No hunting is scheduled yet, and 
there will be no camping.”

Daniel estimates that more than a million dollars has been 
spent on the restoration, mostly Sport Fish Restoration funds 
generated by taxes on sporting goods.

The good, old days
Many a Louisiana sportsman learned how to bait a hook or land 

a bass in the “good old days” of Bussey Brake. When it was first 
opened, there were no other big reservoirs in the state. Bussey 
was a trendsetter.

The catches were phenomenal. It was the showplace of the 
LDWF working to manage the lake with International Paper. 

While much of Bussey Brake Reservoir is empty, big pockets of 
water like this one have been stocked with fish and will pro-
vide a good breeding stock to maintain great fish populations.

 Bussey rebirth project 
 nearing completion 

By Kinny Haddox An aerial view of the main dock area 
shows the area where most of the 
remaining work is being undertaken.

UPDATE
Outdoor
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 Bussey rebirth project 
 nearing completion 

Famous anglers like Bill Dance 
came and fished it. Grits Gresh-
man, an outdoor writer and TV 
personality, did photo shoots 
and filmed shows there.

It was part of growing up in 
Morehouse Parish. I grew up 
fishing there with my parents, 
when only aluminum boats and 
trolling motors were allowed.

For fishermen, Bussey was 
as big a part of growing up in 
Morehouse Parish as going to 
school or to work. I grew up 
fishing there with my parents, 
when only aluminum boats 
and trolling motors were 
allowed. I spent many a day 
on the lake after stopping by 
Witherington’s Amoco and 
Bait Stand, where I used to buy 
100 crickets, a bag of ice, two 
gallons of gas, a Dr. Pepper 
and a Mars bar for $1.00 on the 
way to Bussey.

And they just put it on my 
tab. ■

Construction of the fishing pier at the main Bussey dock is about halfway to 
completion. Notice the trees and undergrowth in the background, which will 
provide excellent habitat for fishing when the lake is reflooded.

Harry Hawthorne 
with a stringer of 
Bussey bass in this 
vintage 1960’s photo.
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Nearly 1,000 manufacturers gather 
and showcase their new products 
at the annual ICAST show in 

Orlando, Fla. Many enter at least one new 
product in a competition for the coveted 
“Best of Show” award. Awards are given 
in 29 categories, but then one, big overall 
winner is chosen. When the last ballot is 
cast, only one product can net that win. 

The new Garmin “Force” trolling motor 
won that honor at the 2019 show in July, 
and you don’t have to be a Jedi to use the 
exciting new features and technology. 
This is Garmin’s first entry into the trolling-
motor market and the second year in 
a row for Garmin to take the top show 
award; Live Scope depth finder system 
took that top award in 2018.

The vision of pairing the two obviously 

led voters to examine the product closely, 
and they found what a few, select anglers 
who have actually had the opportunity 
to test it before it hit the market already 
knew. The power of the Force is evident.

One of those anglers is pro crappie 
angler Dan Dannenmueller, a member of 
Garmin’s Pro Staff, and regular participant 
in Louisiana crappie events.

“It’s an amazing product,” Dannenmuel-
ler said. “It has 30% more thrust than 
any other freshwater trolling motor, and 
more power means less power drain. I 
witnessed no response delays and had 
fewer adjustments and more control on 
maintaining positioning. 
The quiet operation is a 
huge plus. The motor 
is brushless, which is 
one of the keys. There 
is no noise when turning the motor. Look, 
I’ve seen fish react this year on LiveScope 
when a noise comes from the old trolling 
motors. This motor’s stealth will improve 
our fishing.”

While Force operates with almost unde-
tectable levels of sonar and steering noise, 
it’s also the first trolling motor to include 
built-in, industry-leading Garmin CHIRP 
traditional and Ultra High-Definition 
ClearVü and SideVü scanning sonars.

WiFi operated hand-held and foot-pedal 
remote controls can be used from any-
where in the boat. Perhaps the motor’s 
most unique feature is “motion control,” 
which allows the motor to operate follow-
ing hand movements of the controller after 
depressing a special button on the hand-
held. It’s like playing Nintendo with your 
trolling motor. And there are no cables to 

break, bend or get in the way.
“I’ve honestly never seen this capability 

in any trolling motor except this one,” Dan-
nenmueller said. “It perfectly follows your 
motions with no delays.”

He estimates that 
he and his “Crappie 
Mates” fishing part-
ner, his wife, Sue, log 
1,600 to 2,000 hours 
a year on the trolling 

motor, so it’s easy to see why he is excited 
about the product, but he says it will ben-
efit anybody.

“Whether a fisherman goes once a year, 
or frequently, either in tournaments or just 
for pleasure, the Force provides easy and 
ready to use controls. Having a quiet, pow-
erful and fully integrated set of capabilities 
is powerful. It allows you to easily make 
the most of your time on the water doing 
what you are there for — catching fish.”

Only a few units are available now, but 
consumers should expect better availabil-
ity later in August and into the fall. Retail 
pricing is expected to run somewhere 
between $3,100 to $3,500. ■

Crappie pro Dan Dannenmueller dem-
onstrates the new Garmin Force trolling 
motor and a new Garmin scanning sonar 
unit at the 2019 ICAST show.

The ‘Force’ 
is with 
Garmin as 
ICAST “Best 
of Show”

Photo courtesy of Garmin
New trolling motor make waves

By Kinny Haddox

Only one can claim 
the “Best of Show” 
each year. This year 
it is this new Garmin 
Force trolling motor.
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t he Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) 
has started offering alligator sport-hunting licenses online 
and from authorized license vendors beginning Aug. 1. 

Previously, the sports-hunting licenses were only available at 
LDWF field offices.

The license allows individuals the ability to harvest alligators 
while being guided by a licensed hunter possessing alligator 
tags from LDWF. An alligator sport-hunting license is $25 for 
Louisiana residents and $150 for non-residents.

“Our aim at LDWF is to make all licenses as easy to purchase as 

possible,’’ said Jack Montoucet, LDWF’s secretary. “We’re glad to 
be able to offer our alligator sport-hunting license now online 
and through our other vendors. We hope the public will take 
advantage of this convenience.’’

Alligator hunting season begins in Louisiana’s east zone Aug. 28 
and in the west zone Sept. 4. Each zone remains open for 30 days 
from the opening date.

To purchase a license online, go to https://la-web.s3licensing.
com/. ■

alligator liCenses 
available online

ALLIGATOR HIDE TAG WILL BE CHEAPER

From News Reports

t he Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission approved 
a Notice of Intent to reduce the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries alligator hide tag fee from $4 to $3 

for the 2020 and 2021 calendar years during its Aug. 1 meeting in 
New Orleans.

The reduction was in response to a request from the Louisiana 
Alligator Farmers and Ranchers Association as it seeks to fund 
efforts in support of Louisiana’s alligator industry. Currently, a $4 
fee is collected by LDWF for each alligator hide shipped out of 
state. Each dollar gained from the tag reduction will be directed 
by industry participants to efforts to keep the alligator market 
secure and competitive.

“This is an opportunity for LDWF to support an industry that is a 
vital part of the Louisiana economy,’’ said Jack Montoucet, LDWF’s 
secretary and a former alligator farmer. “They’re not asking to 
reduce the tag fee permanently, only for two years. This will 
provide the alligator industry with the resources needed to make 

sure they are able to continue to do business globally.’’
Louisiana’s alligator population continues to thrive since it was 

threatened in the 1960s and 1970s. Estimates had the popula-
tion at a low of about 100,000 in Louisiana in 1963. Today, that 
number is about 2 million in the wild. An estimated 300,000 
additional alligators are on alligator farms in Louisiana. The alliga-
tor was removed from the Endangered Species List in 1987.

The primary reason for the rebound in Louisiana was LDWF’s 
sustainable use “Marsh to Market” program, which continues 
today. When consumers buy alligator products, they are actually 
helping the species to flourish in Louisiana. Much of the money 
derived from purchasing alligator products goes back into 
LDWF’s alligator program, which benefits not only the animal but 
also the coastal habitat where it dwells.

To see the full NOI, go to http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/action-
items. ■

From News Reports

Louisiana sport hunters can now 
obtain alligator licenses online and 
from authorized license vendors.

UPDATE
Outdoor
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Crappie regulations for Eagle Lake 
in Madison Parish could become 
permanent on Oct. 1.

Current crappie 
regulations may 
become permanent 
on Eagle Lake
T he Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission passed a Notice of 
Intent to make the current crappie 

regulations on Eagle Lake in Madison 
Parish permanent. Eagle Lake is located in 
Northeast Louisiana and is a shared bor-
der water with Mississippi.

The Commission made this decision 
after a recommendation from Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
biologists, which recently completed a 
thorough population assessment and 
evaluation of an angler-opinion survey 
conducted by the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks. 
Eagle, a border-water oxbow, is managed 
jointly by the two states.

The daily creel limit of 30 fish in the 
aggregate and 11-inch minimum length 
requirement was set to expire on Oct. 1, 
2019. After a public comment period, the 
Commission will review all feedback and 
finalize the rule. The public is encouraged 
to comment.

A declaration of emergency is necessary 
to maintain current regulations until the 
notice of intent is finalized.

Interested individuals may submit 
comments relative to the proposed rule 
to Ryan Daniel, Biologist Manager, 368 
Centurylink Drive, Monroe, LA 71203 or via 
email at rdaniel@wlf.la.gov prior to Octo-
ber 4, 2019. ■

From News Reports

7113 HWY. 1 SOUTH ADDIS, LA
225-749-5001 • 877-396-8365

CAJUNOUTBOARDS.COM

Southbay 224 RS Pontoon

Skeeter ZX225
New 2019 Phoenix 721 Pro XP

Yamaha 4-Stroke 150hp

Yamaha VF225LA 225hp

2019 SUMMER BLOWOUT
• Furniture base Vinyl Cover - Mocha
• Top Exterior Panel Color - Black Onyx
• Bottom Exterior Panel Color - Navy Blue
• Flooring - Camel / Mocha Wicker
• Canvas - Black Onyx
• 2.75 Performance Package, Deluxe Option Package & Black Out Trim Package

Tournament ready is an understatement. With the ZX250 & ZX225 our standards are our competitor’s options. Some great 
components of the ZX250 and ZX225 include: Humminbird® Helix electronics, 8’ Pro Series II Power-Pole, Minn Kota Fortrex 
trolling motor, and a dual axle Tuff Coated SkeeterBuilt® trailer with a swing away tongue. Yamaha VMax 250 • Powerpoles • Minn Kota Ultrex 112

ALL
2019’S
MUST
GO!
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Outdoor



www.LouisianaSportsman.com September 2019 | Louisiana Sportsman 25



Louisiana Sportsman | September 201926

For more info call (985) 630-9686 Or visit www.camprackandquack.com

Hunter’s Paradise

Over 6000 acres of pristine 
hunting land in Redwood, 
Mississippi awaits your hunting 
prowess. With well-maintained 
trails and infrastructure, 
this is the ideal place 
for your hunting and fi shing. 

•  $8500 membership
•  Deer, Ducks,Turkey, Hogs, Doves, 

Predator hunts Bobcat, and Coyote
•  70 Deer Stands
•  15 Duck Blinds

LIMITED
PAY HUNTS
AVAILABLE!

$2500 for
3-DAY HUNT

If you join the club,
YOU WILL BE

CREDITED THE $2500
toward this year’s

membership!
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Wma 
PREVIEW 
2019-2020

–––  WMA previeW  –––

Wma

–––  WMA previeW  –––

Wma
PREVIEW 
2019-2020

Wma
PREVIEW 
LONG PERIODs OF FLOODING 
MAkE FOR PLENTY OF QUEsTION 
MARks FOR DEER HUNTERs ON 
AFFECTED WMAs. BUT FOR DUCks, 
THE MORE WATER, THE MERRIER. 
HERE’s A sURVEY OF TOP PUBLIC-
HUNTING AREAs IN LOUIsIANA.

hammonD region >

W ith more than a mil-
lion acres enrolled 
in the Louisiana 

Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries’ Wildlife Management 
Area program, hunters in the 
Sportsman’s Paradise really do 
have a paradise of available out-
doors opportunities. 

As the opening of 2019-20 hunt-
ing seasons approach, here is a 
look at what public lands around 
the state have to offer.

By Don Shoopman
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–––  WMA preview  –––

HAMMOND REGION

Biloxi Marsh WMA

Tunica Hills WMA

Pearl River WMA

Maurepas Swamp WMA

waterfowl harvest numbers because of 
its abundance of wetland habitat. That 
enhances its popularity. Plus, the area is 
near New Orleans and Northshore.

Manchac WMA is one of the better 
waterfowl hunting areas in the Lake 
Pontchartrain basin, Day said. The sec-
tion known as “The Prairie” is an open 
freshwater pond with broken marsh. A 
large section of The Prairie is a limited-
access area (paddle-in only) and has 
plenty of submerged aquatic vegetation.

Deer
If hunters want big deer, meet the chal-

lenge of hunting Maurepas Swamp 
WMA, which sprawls across Ascension, 
Livingston, St. John the Baptist, St. James 
and Tangipahoa parishes. Access to 
prime areas is difficult, to put it mildly.

“That makes it tougher but it also 
makes it one of the benefits,” Day said. 
“You’re talking about 120,000 acres you 
can hunt on. That spreads them out. 
Anybody who wants to hunt the area 
can get in a boat. That’s one of the things 
about it.”

For example, she said, if a deer hunter 

sees a boat in an area, he or she can 
move down or up the bayou, and nobody 
will walk in on him or her because it’s an 
inundated cypress/tupelo swamp.

The deer herd thrives in the watery 
world of Maurepas Swamp WMA. They 
move agilely and stealthily without prob-
lem because their hooves are shaped a 
little different than other deer located on 
higher ground. 

“They’re a little wider and a little 
shorter,” she said.

There are high ridges available during 
high-water periods.

The swampy environment also benefits 
the herd because deer can get away from 
pressure.

“They flourish out there. They’re tough 
animals, for sure. They make it,” she said.

Last season, 143 deer were harvested 
in 2,808 hunter efforts, based on self-
clearing permits.

That WMA’s deer-hunting success was 
followed by Tunica Hills WMA, 81 deer 
in 1,571 hunter efforts, and Pearl River 
WMA, 56 deer in 1,571 hunter efforts.

Day said that Tunica Hills WMA, which 
has one of the more fertile, productive 

Waterfowl
Shotguns roar long and loud when duck 

hunting is in season on the Biloxi Marsh 
WMA, and many of the shots come from 
out-of-staters who know how good the 
waterfowl hunting can be on the 35,644-
acre area in St. Bernard Parish.

“Biloxi is one of the premier duck-hunt-
ing destinations in southeast Louisiana,” 
said biologist Jillian Day of the LDWF, 
who is stationed in Hammond. “People 
will travel great distances to come down 
here. I’ve had several phone calls from 
people out of state that are asking about 
it and want to know what the rules and 
regulations are.” 

Day, a 10-year LWDF veteran, said the 
draw for ducks — provided they come 
down — and duck hunters is “plenty of 
waterfowl habitat.” Biloxi Marsh WMA 
has numerous bayous, sloughs and pot-
holes that waterfowl utilize.

Also, she said, the area is a low, brackish 
to saline marsh with widgeon grass being 
the main submerged aquatic vegetation. 
And as of late July, duck food develop-
ment and habitat conditions are promis-
ing at Biloxi and the other WMAs in the 
Hammond Region.

“We had only minor impacts from 
(tropical storm/hurricane) Barry,” Day 
said. “Maurepas Swamp, Manchac, 
Joyce and Pearl River WMAs saw high 
water associated with storm surge, but 
that receded fairly quickly after the 
storm made landfall. A few trees were 
blown down across the region, but noth-
ing significant.

Day advised duck hunters to consult 
the 2019-20 hunting pamphlet for legal 
shooting hours on Biloxi WMA and all 
areas in the Hammond Region.

A few other WMAs in the region offer 
fair to good duck hunting, depending on 
the weather and duck migration.

Pearl River WMA is another popular 
duck-hunting destination in southeast 
Louisiana. The central part features 
cypress/tupelo swamps, and the upper 
region has mixed pine hardwoods and 
bottomland hardwoods, Last season, 
based on self-clearing permits, 1,473 ducks 
were harvested in 2,160 hunter efforts.

Day said the area routinely has high 

The sprawling Maurepas Swamp 
WMA offers some great habitat 
for rabbits — much of it only 
accessible by boat — and these 
hunters had a big day afield.
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HAMMOND REGION
PROS

Tunica Hills WMA’s south tract is the site of timber stand 
improvement, which should put sunlight on the ground to 
enhance browse conditions for deer. Some approved timber 
prescription has been marked, and harvest opportunities 
will be explored.

Pearl River WMA is one area where prolonged flooding 
will have a positive effect — mast-crop improvement. When 
trees are stressed, they put more effort into their mast pro-
duction to ensure species survival.

Manchac WMA is benefitting from biological and chemical 
control measures to reduce hyacinths and giant salvinia. It’s 
a never-ending battle, and early surveys show invasive plant 
coverage is average, a big win for managers.

Lake Ramsey WMA should benefit from prescribed burns by 
The Nature Conservancy this year. The prescribed burn regimen 
is necessary for the habitat type to continue to be productive.

CONS
Pearl River WMA has been plagued by prolonged flood-

ing the past several months, water conditions that forced 
several closures on the area at different times. Browse avail-
ability may be impacted. Recruitment may be reduced in 
the long term.

Tunica Hills WMA’s timber-stand improvements were 
delayed due to the closure of the Port Hudson Mill. While 
additional efforts for timbers sales are being explored, LDWF 
staffers have conducted small scale TSI work to keep early 
successional habitat on the ground. Also, the area’s feral hog 
population is increasing. ■

habitats in the region, will have a change in the season struc-
ture for the primitive-weapons season in an effort to gain more 
biological data from the area’s deer herd.

Rabbit/Squirrel
The Maurepas Swamp WMA is also a consistent producer of 

squirrels and rabbits on its more than 120,000 acres.
Most of the area is accessible by boat only. Still, it routinely 

ranks first in rabbit and squirrel harvests in the Hammond 
Region, Day reported.

Last season, 89 rabbits were harvested in 487 hunter efforts, 
and 1,611 squirrels were bagged in 1,111 hunter efforts, accord-
ing to self-clearing permits.

“This WMA is a consistent producer of squirrels and we 
expect the same for the upcoming season,” she said.

The region’s top squirrel harvest last season, however, was 
recorded on Pearl River WMA, where 1,689 squirrels were 
taken in 1,592 hunter efforts.

“As the understory on the northern third of the WMA contin-
ues to open up, there is still plenty of understory and early suc-
cessional habitat. There are plenty of squirrels in the area and 
we expect to have another successful season,” Day said

At Tunica Hills WMA, 332 squirrels were harvested in 320 
hunter efforts last season. The area has an abundance of 
mature oaks and other mast-producing trees that offer prime 
squirrel habitat.

Let Us Sell Your Property

Land Investments LLc
Jackson • Natchez • Vicksburg

601-362-0059 • 601-304-0744 • 601-636-5263

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated 

See pics of these and other hunting tracts on
www.landinvestments.ms

Louisiana
Catahoula Par.
•  825 +/- ac. – Big timber, fine duck holes and trophy deer herd with 7 

food plots and 43 deer stands. Campsite with elect and water. Ready 
to hunt. $2,598,750. Call Bill.

Madison Par.
•  307+/- ac. – Hardwoods loaded with large deer and ducks, 

11 miles NW of Tallulah. A major flyway for ducks.  $860,300.  Call Bill.
Tensas Par.
•  264+/- ac. -- 212 ac. with 20 year old hardwood WRP. Fine duck holes, 

great deer hunting. 4br 3ba home, shop, and pasture. $975,000.00. 
Call Bill.

•  134+/- ac. - Great deer, duck and rabbit hunting with older crp with 
great payments. $395,000. Call Bill.

•  183+/- ac. – 150 ac. is 17 r. old CRP w/$18,000 annual pymts., loaded 
w/deer, 25 ac. pecan orchard, cypress brake for ducks, 3BR 2BA 
home. $530,000. Call Bill.

• .25 +/-ac. – Fine 2 story camp at Tensas Refuge, w/back porch & 
overhangs/slabs for RV’s. $127,600. Call Bill.

•  4+/- ac. – Newellton. 3 nice rental units w/room for more.  
All rented w/waiting list. $1,950 month rent. Adjoining 3 ac. w/store & 
warehouse. $265,000. Call Bill.

•  Big Camp on Lake Bruin, deep water, nice pier.  $250,000. Big 
beautiful lot 125’ wide with rock sea wall. $180,000.  
Call Bill.

•  Neat waterfront camp, deck & dock with great views of Lake Bruin 
$99,750.  Call Bill.

•	 1,000+/-	ac.	Property	includes	720+/-	ac	of	highly	productive	farmland	
which is 60% irrigated by a center pivot irrigation system, and 280+/- 
ac of recreational land including 269+/- ac of WRP and 11+/- ac of 
hardwoods. Recreational land offers excellent duck and deer hunting. 
Also includes a 5,000 sq. ft. and 2,000 sq. ft. equipment sheds, and a 
tenant house.   $5,000,000. Call Barton. 

West Carroll Par.
•  13+/- ac. with nice homeplace, hwy. frontage and great deer and duck 

hunting.  $45,000.  Call Bill.
• 80+/- ac. - Near Oak Grove, ½ can be flooded for ducks. Excellent 

deer & duck hunting. $160,000. Call Bill.
•  50+/- ac. – Macon Front Rd. w/flooded timber for ducks, 23 ac. CRP 

pays $1,669 & 7 ac. shallow lake.  $144,000. Call Bill.
•  120+/- ac. – Select cut hdwd. timber loaded with deer & great duck 

potential. $210,000. Call Bill.
•	 		82+/-	ac.	of	fine	hdwds.		for	excellent	home/campsite.		Nice	bottoms	

for ducks and fine habitat for deer. Adjoining CRP and farmland.  
$217,300.  Call Bill.

•	 		108+/-	ac.	of	approximately	20	yr.	pine	plantation.		Needs	thinning.		
Hdwd. bottoms for ducks/deer.  $286,200.  Call Bill.

Adams  Co. – 136+/- ac.; 227+/- ac.; Covington Co. - 80+/- ac.; 
Copiah Co.  - 42+/- ac.; Greene Co. - 71 +/- ac.;  

Jefferson Co. – 2,253+/- ac.,  Hinds Co. - 22+/- ac.;  
Jefferson Davis Co. - 23+/- ac. ; Lawrence Co. – 277+/- ac.;  

Pearl River Co. - 40+/- ac., 1,549+/- ac., 139 ac., 110 ac., 61 ac., 60 ac.  
& 50 ac., 133+/- ac.; Rankin Co. – 11+/- ac., 13+/- ac., 15+/-ac., 44+/-ac.,  

48+/-ac., 65+/-ac. & 131+/-ac. ; Rankin & Simpson Cos. - 123+/- ac.;   
Scott Co. - 40 +/- ac.; Smith Co. - 91+/- ac. ;  

Yazoo Co. - 92 +/- ac;  Washington Co. 35 +/- ac.

MississiPPi

Tom	middleToN	•	601-597-5727
Charles	FelTus	•	601-431-8285
Barry	maxwell	•	318-719-0318

Bill	Crigler	•	318-201-0744
KeN	hall,	BroKer	•	601-942-9513

BarToN	mCiNTosh	•	318-481-3840
DICk GODDARD - 601-310-6478

LAFAYETTE Region >
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LAFAYETTE REGION

Attakapas WMA

Pomme de Terre WMA

Richard K.Yancey WMA

Sherburne WMA

give up beaucoup deer this season, there 
and Richard K. Yancey WMA.

“Those areas are bigger areas and have 
got a good deer herd. Richard K. Yancey 
is one of the better areas in the state as far 
as deer herds are concerned,” Vidrine said.

“Richard K. Yancey has consistently 
been one of the most-popular deer hunt-
ing areas in the state because of the big 
buck potential it offers. We are expect-
ing a good deer harvest this season. 
Sherburne continues to see improve-
ments in the deer herd since the 2011 
Morganza flood event, along with habitat 
improvements on some small section of 
the area, should contribute to good hunt-
ing on the WMA.”

Four components of a successful deer-
management program make those two 
areas prime WMAs for deer hunting, he 
said: age, herd density, habitat and genetics.

In 2018-19, based on managed hunts 
in addition to self-clearing permit infor-
mation, the harvest numbers showed 
one deer harvested for 36 hunter efforts 
on Thistlethwaite WMA, one deer 
harvested per 143 hunter efforts on 
Sherburne WMA, and one deer har-
vested per 92 hunter efforts on Pomme 
de Terre WMA.

Squirrels
It’s a small area, but, man, Attakapas 

WMA sure gives up a lot of squirrels every 
season. According to bag checks and 
self-clearing permits, hunters averaged 
1.4 squirrels per hunter effort last season. 
The previous season, the number was 2.4 
squirrels per hunter effort on the 27,000-
acre WMA on the extreme western side of 
the Atchafalaya Basin.

“Some of these areas, like Attakapas, 
don’t get a lot of use, and they have one 
of the highest averages per hunter. A lot 
of local hunters use these some of these 
areas,” Vidrine said.

“Attakapas has consistently, over the 
years, averaged greater than one squirrel 
per hunter effort. This is likely attributed 
to  habitat and lower hunting pressure,  

as Attakapas Island is only accessible by 
boat, but it is one of the only public areas 
in the southern Atchafalaya Basin.”

However, the region’s most-popular 
spots for squirrel hunting, based on 
overall harvest and number of hunt-
ers, are Richard K. Yancey WMA and 
Sherburne WMA, he reported. Hunters 
should scout forests with mature hard-
woods producing hard mast while still 
offering some soft mast-producing trees 

Deer
As Tony Vidrine and hundreds of deer 

hunters look forward to hunting season, 
they are relieved one of the top WMAs 
in the Lafayette Region was spared from 
something that would have decimated 
the wildlife population on Sherburne 
Wildlife Management Area.

A decision to open the Morganza 
Spillway’s floodgates because of record 
high water in the Mississippi River 
would have released countless gallons 
of water over downstream lands, includ-
ing Sherburne WMA north of I-10 in St. 
Martin, Pointe Coupee and Iberville par-
ishes. The U.S. Corps of Army Engineers 
twice postponed the decision to open 
the floodgates, then scrapped the action 
entirely in mid-June.

No one was more relieved than Vidrine 
that the floodgates stayed closed. A 
35-year veteran biologist with LDWF, he 
was bracing for the worst: a flood across 
the area devastating to wildlife, because 
he saw the deadly after-effects when the 
spillway was opened in 2011 and put the 
area under 7 to 10 feet of water.

Sherburne WMA still hasn’t recovered 
fully. A full 30% of the deer herd —1,600 
deer — died in the man-made flood, 
unable to make it to high ground. Only 
20% of the turkey population survived, 
and it has yet to recover. Rabbits perished.

Visions of the aftermath were rekindled. 
Fortunately, it didn’t materialize again, 
and Sherburne WMA enters the season 
as, once again, a top area to kill deer in 
the Lafayette Region.

Other WMAs in the region have expe-
rienced problems this year. Richard K. 
Yancey WMA, regarded as the other of 
the top two deer-hunting areas in the 
region, and Grassy Lake WMA had 
severe backwater flooding from late win-
ter through mid-July. Where floodwaters 
reached, there will be a reduction in 
browse availability, Vidrine said. When 
the floodwaters recede, those areas 
may recover in time for vegetation to 
respond, he said.

Sherburne WMA had no major flood-
ing, and browse availability was at least 
fair on the main part, Vidrine said. That’s 
why so many people are ready for it to 

LAFAYETTE 
REGION
PROS

There have been no disease out-
breaks on any areas in the past year. 
CWD test results during the past hunt-
ing season all came back negative.

Logging efforts on Sherburne 
WMA, which was spared major flood-
ing, has fair browse availability on a 
majority of the area. Also, logging on 
portions of the U.S., Fish and Wildlife 
land, will greatly enhance browse 
production in the logged areas.

CONS
Richard K. Yancey WMA (and Grassy 

Lake WMA) experienced significant 
backwater flooding from late winter to 
mid-July, which will result in a reduc-
tion of browse availability in those 
areas. RKY WMA’s understory habitat in 
the batture area also will be impacted 
by the flooding Mississippi River. 
However, water made recede and 
those areas may recover, if it falls early 
enough for vegetation to respond.

Feral hogs continue to be a nui-
sance on Richard K. Yancey WMA, 
Sherburne WMA and Thistle-
thwaite WMA. LDWF personnel 
continue to trap hogs during the 
non-hunting season to try to control 
the hog population. ■
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such as sugarberry. All of the areas are inhabited by fox squirrels, 
with gray squirrels also found in the bag at a good rate.

Ducks
After what he described as poor to fair success on many of the 

Lafayette Region WMAs last season, Vidrene is hopeful there is 
considerable improvement in 2019-20. He urged waterfowlers to 
take advantage of lottery hunts at the Sherburne WMA’s South 
Farm, where on-site drawings are on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
and pre-selected drawings on Saturdays.

If ducks arrive in the Sportsman’s Paradise for 2019-20, the top 
three areas will be Richard K. Yancey WMA, Sherburne WMA 
and Pomme de Terre WMA, he reported. Each of them offers a 
unique duck-hunting experience.

At Richard K. Yancey WMA, the greentree reservoir, flooded 
batture area and the many shallow-water lakes provide excellent 
habitat for migrating ducks.

Sherburne WMA offers many opportunities, particularly at 
the South Farm, which is managed for waterfowl with water 
manipulation via control structures, herbicide applications and 
mechanical treatments in the units to grow quality duck foods. 
In 2018-19, natural duck food production was at its best, but the 
ducks weren’t there. Good duck food production is anticipated 
again. Other areas to try there are des Ourses Swamp, Duck 
Lake, low-lying areas and the bayous.

Jacey Parker killed this 9-point, 204-pound 
trophy on opening weekend on a WMA in Grant 
Parish. The buck’s spread was 201/2 inches.

Lake Charles Region >
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Lake Charles Region
Deer

Bowhunters who like an extra edge in the woods this season 
will take advantage of a recent report from Wendell Smith, 
LDWF biologist for the Lake Charles Region.

The Fort Polk WMA’s Zion Hills and Mill Creek areas received 
no hunting pressure from bowhunters last season because they 
were closed to military training. Fort Polk WMA is a 105,545-acre 
WMA in Vernon Parish, a military training facility that requires 
hunters to check to see if areas they want to hunt are open.

“A lot of that was closed last year for military training, and it’s 
got a real good population of deer that wasn’t hunted last year. 
That’s music to a bowhunter’s ears,” said Smith, a 30-year LDWF 
veteran. “Bowhunters all over the state will be interested. There’s 
a lot of people looking for opportunities for bowhunting.”

There’s definitely a golden opportunity waiting for them at Zion 
Hills and Mill Creek on the Fort Polk WMA. Smith suggested 
scouting that area, looking for signs and rubs, before going after 
the deer with a bow and arrow because the area is large.

“It’s pretty good-sized. It goes all the way up to the top of the 
WMA,” he said. “The more you scout, the better your odds will 
be for bringing home the venison.”

Fort Polk WMA had close to 600 deer harvested during the 
2018-19 season, based on self-clearing permit information, fol-
lowed by Peason Ridge WMA with 330. Since then, prescribed 
burning on the properties in Vernon, Sabine and Natchitoches 
parishes is expected to produce excellent early successional 
habitat for all wildlife, consumptive and non-consumptive, 
Smith reported.

The region’s deer harvest count last season included 257 at 
Clear Creek WMA and 242 at West Bay WMA.

“Clear Creek and West Bay (have) got a healthy population of 
deer. We’re seeing fawns there,” Smith said. “This year should be 
good, weather permitting.”

Ah, the weather bugaboo. Smith pointed out that 40% to 50% 
of the deer are killed on opening weekend. 

“If there’s bad weather, you’re 40% down before the season. 
(But) some years, when you get good, cold, still weather, you 
can knock them down,” he said. 

Sabine Island WMA

Peason Ridge WMA
Fort Polk WMA

Clear Creek WMA
West Bay WMA

WMAs are great squirrel-hunting spots. Brecken 
Figueiredo, 8, from Ville Platte, killed his limit last 
season on Dewey Wells WMA.

LAKE CHARLES REGION
PROS

Vernon Parish WMA and Peason Ridge WMA deer herds 
show favorable lactation rates this year, and deer weights sug-
gest a healthy herd.

Clear Creek WMA’s road system is in good shape to allow 
hunters access to the WMA. Also, the area has six self-clearing 
permit stations to make access easy.

West Bay WMA is flat, which makes dragging a harvested 
deer easier across the area.

Sabine Island WMA’s excellent mast production should lead 
to a high squirrel population.

Marsh Bayou WMA and Walnut Hill WMA both allow the 

use of squirrel and rabbit dogs the entire hunting season and 
dog training is allow June 1 through Aug. 31.

CONS
With a majority of pine plantations of different ages, younger 

stands are thick and may limit visibility on Clear Creek WMA. 
Also, hilly terrain makes it a challenge to drag a harvested deer 
out of the area.

West Bay WMA’s roads are prone to flooding in heavy rainfall. 
Boggy conditions will prevail.

Sabine Island WMA is accessible only by boat and hunters must 
use hip boots/waders to cross sloughs. Hunter need to bring a 
GPS. Also, the area’s many young pine plantations limit visibility. ■
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Squirrels
Excellent mast production should produce an even larger 

squirrel population on Sabine Island WMA, the most under-
hunted area in the region, according to Smith.

Limits of squirrels are common in the area, where access is by 
boat only. Squirrel hunting should be even better this season 
because the mast crop was a bumper one and squirrels should 
have been eating well ever since, he said.

“If you like to hunt squirrels, there are a lot of them there. 
There are a lot of squirrels, but you’ve got to have a boat, wad-
ers and a damned good compass because you can get lost easy. 
I’d leave the compass at home and bring a GPS,” Smith said.

Unfortunately, Sabine Island WMA had limited squirrel hunt-
ing success last season because of the flooded Calcasieu River. 
Still, a harvest of 145 squirrels was reported during limited 
hunting there.

West Bay WMA rivals Sabine Island WMA as a top squir-
rel-hunting destination. Last season, 1,320 squirrels were 
reported harvested on the expansive WMA. Also, 563 squirrels 
were harvested on Fort Polk WMA, and 245 squirrels went in 
the bag on Peason Ridge WMA last season, according to self-
clearing permits.

MINDEN Region >

Woodcock
As popular as the region’s WMAs are for deer, squirrels and 

ducks, an ever-increasing number of hunters are heading 
there with hopes of taking aim at woodcock that migrate to 
southwest Louisiana.

“I get more and more calls from people who have dogs who 
want to hunt woodcock, which usually show up in November,” 
Smith said, noting the woodcock harvest was “excellent” last 
season at Clear Creek WMA and West Bay WMA.

“They always do well on Clear Creek,” Smith said.
Woodcock migrate this far whether there is a freeze up 

north or not, he said. However, a wet late fall and winter is 
critical, because the ground has to be soft for the timber-
doodles to peck for worms; they can reach as deep as 2 inches 
underground.

Jump-shooting the tasty gamebird is what makes it a thrilling 
hunt. Trained dogs are the key.

“I think people who have dogs they train, they would have a 
good opportunity at Clear Creek and West Bay,” Smith said. “I 
get calls from Wisconsin, Michigan, even one from California, 
who want to know if it’s worth bringing their dogs down. 
There’s guys from Louisiana who know that. I sent them to 
Clear Creek and West Bay.”

Why travel all over  
the world to hunt
Trophy Exotic’s when 
you can come to 
Liberty, Mississippi??
We have a unique array of 
exotic big game animals 
available to hunt: Fallow 
Deer, Nyala, Waterbuck, 
Pere’ David, Axis, Zebra, 
ZeDonk, Gemsbok, Black 
Buck, and Moufolan Sheep 
just to name a few!

MS Exotic
Hunting Ranch

2423 S. Greenburg Road • Liberty, MS • 337-380-6019
www.huntexotic.com

Mississippi’s Finest Exotic Trophy Hunting

Axis Doe
Hunts Available
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Bayou Pierre WMA

Loggy Bayou WMA

Bodcau WMA
Soda Lake WMA

MINDEN REGION
Deer

Czerny Newland, a 37-year LDWF 
veteran who is biologist for the Minden 
Region, said if deer hunters want a shot 
at a trophy animal, travel to Bayou 
Pierre WMA or Loggy Bayou WMA. The 
latter also doubles, along with Bodcau 
WMA, as an area with the best success 
rates for harvesting deer.

A mild, wet summer should creates 
good habitat conditions. Deer qual-
ity is excellent, and numbers are good 
throughout the region, he reported, 
including sightings of fawns in July.

“If weather conditions continue to be 
favorable, antler growth, body weights 
and fawn survival should be good, creat-
ing the potential for an above average 
deer season in northwest Louisiana,” 
Newland reported.

The region also dodged a bullet when 
(tropical storm/hurricane) Barry entered 
and exited the second week of July. “Our 
area received essentially no impact from 
Barry,” he said.

What Newland and hunters worry 
about is drought, the greatest factor 
influencing habitat conditions in the 
region, he said. Severe drought condi-
tions often occur in July and August, a 
time especially critical for deer. Does are 
under stress from nursing, and drought 
compounds the stress. The period also is 
a critical time for fawn growth and antler 
development. And, he said, if a drought 

starts late and continues into the fall, it 
would impact the upcoming season as 
well as 2020-21. So hunters are crossing 
their fingers, hopeful a drought doesn’t 
set in late this summer.

Bodcau WMA, a 33,766-acre area in 
Bossier and Webster parishes, is a good 
place to get away from the crowd. The 
long, narrow area features diverse habi-
tat, from upland pine to cypress/tupelo 
bottoms.

Last season, the harvest numbers 
showed that 2,092 hunters checked by 
LDWF staffers killed 231 deer with a 
firearm, while 499 bowhunters checked 
killed 10. In 2017-18, Bodcau WMA gave 
up 276 total deer to 1,686 hunters.

Newland said the most-successful deer 
hunters, year-in and year-out, target the 
transitional zones, the edges of the differ-
ent habitats.

Newland pointed out all Minden Region 
WMAs offer deer-hunting opportunities, 
although only bowhunting for deer is 
permitted on Bayou Pierre WMA and 
Soda Lake WMA. The harvest numbers 
on those areas last season were 18 for the 
347 hunters checked on Bayou Pierre 
WMA and 10 for the 369 hunters checked 
on Soda Lake WMA.

Newland has said in the past that 
bowhunters gravitate to those two areas 
because they like the fact they don’t have 
to compete against gun hunters.

MINDEN 
REGION
PROS

A tornado earlier this year caused exten-
sive damage to trees on Bodcau WMA. 
Loss of trees during the June twister, 
however, will be a blessing, as it results 
in improved browse production for deer 
and rabbits for the next few years.

Early field reports indicate good fawn 
production. A wet, mild summer to 
date has created good habitat condi-
tions, which benefit antler growth, 
body growth and fawn survival at a 
critical time, so there is a potential for 

an above-average deer season in north-
west Louisiana.

CONS
The 2018 mast crop wasn’t a complete 

failure, but it was below average. Squir-
rel production is largely dependent on 
the previous year’s mast crop, which 
means a subpar squirrel hunting season 
is likely in the region.

Based strictly on observations, the 
rabbit population appears to be below 
average. Rabbit populations are cyclical, 
and the region is in the recovery stage 
of the population cycle, which means it 
should be a few years before peak rab-
bit numbers are reached again. ■

Ducks
Waterfowl hunting is very popular, 

Newland reported, with one of the lead-
ing destinations the spacious Bodcau 
WMA, where last season, LDWF staffers 
checked 978 duck hunters who har-
vested 756 ducks, most of them wood 
ducks, gadwalls, teal and mallards.

Duck hunting also has plenty of poten-
tial each season at Loggy Bayou WMA, 
where 303 ducks were killed by 397 hunt-
ers who were checked.

Bayou Pierre WMA’s duck hunting is 
limited to lottery hunts. In addition to 
the regular and youth lottery hunts, a 
blind for wheelchair-bound outdoors-
men is available. For more information, 
call 318-371-3050. 

Waterfowl hunting is not allowed on 
Soda Lake WMA.

Newland advised hunters that water 

Rick Leblanc killed this beautiful 10-point buck 
on Sherburne WMA last season on Jan. 5.
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MONROE Region >

levels influence duck-hunting success greatly on Bodcau 
WMA and Loggy Bayou WMA. Water levels are determined 
by rainfall, he said, noting that both WMAs have water-control 
structures to assist in holding water, but they have no pumping 
capabilities. When water levels are favorable and new flights of 
ducks stop by, duck hunting in those areas is fair to good.

Squirrels
With its variety of habitats — upland hardwoods, piney woods 

and bottomland hardwoods — the most-popular WMA for squir-
rels and squirrel hunters is Bodcau WMA, according to Newland.

The variety of tree species ensures that at least one, and pos-
sibly several, mast crops are available each season for squirrels, 
he reported.

How good can the squirrel hunting be? LDWF staffers 
checked 1,429 hunters and 1,655 squirrels last season.

At Loggy Bayou WMA last season, 397 hunters had 303 squir-
rels checked in. At Soda Lake WMA, 54 squirrels were checked 
along with 95 hunters.

The Minden Region’s predominant species is gray squirrel, 
with a few fox squirrels. All WMAs in the region allow dogs for 
squirrel hunting during specified periods.

On Soda Lake WMA, however, small-game hunting is limited 
to falconry only on the west side of the WMA, west of Twelve 
Mile Bayou, he said, because the WMA is relatively small and 
close to a residential area. Small-game hunting with firearms is 
permitted on the east side of the tract.
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To help duck hunters, regulations were 
changed on Russell Sage WMA and 
Boeuf WMA to allow electric-motorized 
vessels on certain units that were 
restricted to non-motorized vessels in 
2018-19. McGee urged waterfowlers 
to consult each WMA’s regulations for 
details on the changes.

Otherwise, back-to-back years of flood-
ing in February and into the growing 
season may not bode well for many 
greentree reservoirs on the region’s other 
WMAs, McGee reported. 

Deer
While Russell Sage WMA, Boeuf WMA 

and Big Lake WMA get a lot of the atten-
tion for good deer hunting, don’t over-
look Bayou Macon WMA in East Carroll 
Parish, McGee said.

It is an area where habitat conditions 
were improved last year, the season 
reflected the improvement with the 
harvest of many deer, including some 
big bucks.

“Timber harvests last year should 
improve habitat in coming years for deer 
hunters,” McGee said. “It’s just got a good 
population of deer: fair numbers and 
quality deer. They kill some good bucks 
up there every year, some good bucks in 
the 140- to 150-pound range.”

An either-sex managed hunt this 
season on the nearly 7,000-acre Bayou 
Macon WMA probably will appeal to 
deer hunters who want to hunt deer 
before the Thanksgiving hunt Nov. 23-24.

“Somebody looking for an area before 
the holiday, that’s a good area to try out,” 
he said.

Where to go? McGee said most of the 
successful hunts are south of Highway 
2 and north of Shrock Road, as well as 
south of Shrock Road, where staffers 
have planted hardwoods.

Squirrels
Squirrel hunters have got to try Big 

Lake WMA some time this season. 
“Squirrels are always sought-after 

Sportsman
–––  WMA preview  –––

Ryan Schaefer and Mike Donavon show 
off a limit of late-season ducks from Pass 
a Loutre WMA, killed over decoys hand-
carved by Richard Schaefer.

MONROE REGION Big Lake WMA

Russell Sage WMA

Bayou Macon WMA

Boeuf WMA

Ducks
A drawdown for the second-straight 

year has biologist Mitch McGee of LDWF 
very excited about the waterfowl hunt-
ing prospects this season at legendary 
Wham Brake on Russell Sage WMA 
near Monroe.

He said hundreds of duck hunters know 
the 3,000-acre impoundment holds a lot of 
ducks each season, if the ducks are down. 

McGee said the drawdown will have 
a great impact in the upcoming duck 
hunting season on the partially “natu-
ral” impoundment less than 45 minutes 
from Monroe. Wham Brake, acquired 
by LDWF in 2013, is levied most of the 
way around and eventually drains into 
Bayou Lafourche. 

“I’m excited this year on Wham Brake,” 
he said. “We’re initiating a drawdown on 
that impoundment, taking the water out 
to get good soil to germinate and grow 
plant life.”

He has said the key is to stimulate most-
soil plants to come up; it takes 90 to 100 
days to make a seed.

“We’ll start putting water on it early to 
mid-November, start putting boards in 
and stagger that through November,” he 
said. “We had a good drawdown last year, 
but the high water really hurt.” he added, 
noting the duck harvest was excellent 
despite the high water. 

“Providing an abundant food source 
will, hopefully, attract waterfowl to the 
WMAs throughout the season despite 
high hunting pressure,” he said.

Based on past experiences, McGee said 
duck hunters often shoot more ducks 
from the mid-morning hours and later, 
after the crowd thins out.

Typically, the special teal season in 
September offers plenty of successful 
duck-hunting opportunities. Veteran 
hunters have said over the years that 
birds normally can be found in potholes 
in the grass and coffee beans along the 
shoreline on the north end when the 
water’s up, but when it’s low, the success 
rate is often better in the more-open 
areas of Wham Brake.

Wham Brake benefitted greatly from 
an enhancement project that was com-
pleted in June 2017.
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PINEVILLE Region >

MONROE REGION
PROS

Lactation rates on areas across the region have been stable 
for the past five years, typically averaging 65% to 85% for 21/2- 
to 31/2-year-old does. Also, body weights for bucks and does 
have remained stable since 2015.

Big Lake WMA, Boeuf WMA and Russell Sage WMA all 
have large amounts of mature bottomland hardwood forest 
that serves quality squirrel habitat. Each has an abundance of 
mast-producing trees, the major food sources in fall and win-
ter. The mast crop was above average last year, which should 
lead to above average squirrel hunting.

Boeuf WMA and Russell Sage WMA provide vast acreage 
for duck hunters in areas managed specifically for waterfowl. 
Both have received extensive flooding this spring, and once 

the water levels start to recede, management will start the 
dewatering process on the waterfowl impoundments, where 
food will be readily available.

CONS
Most WMAs experienced extensive flooding this spring, and 

some areas have been inundated for several months. The 
flooding could negatively affect habitat conditions, including 
browse availability, turkey nesting success, etc.

Back-to-back years of flood events during February and the 
growing season may not bode well for many of the greentree 
reservoirs in the region. GTRs provide critical habitat for over-
wintering and resident waterfowl species. Research shows a 
static flooding regime results in low forest density and a drastic 
decrease in red oaks preferred on GTRs. ■

there,” McGee said. “At the 
beginning of the year, a lot of 
squirrels are harvested, and 
late in the year, a lot of people 
hunt with dogs.”

Some of Big Lake’s 19,231 
acres that offer prime squirrel 
hunting include areas around 
Hog Lake, one of the natural 
areas where timber isn’t har-
vested and full of old stands 
of trees; around Buckshot 
Trail and off Roaring Bayou, 
he said.

Other top squirrel-hunting 
harvests come from Boeuf 
WMA and Russell Sage 
WMA, where there are acres 
and acres of mature bot-
tomland hardwood forest 
with quality squirrel habitat. 
Acorns, pecans and some 
soft-mast species are the 
major food sources in the 
fall and winter, and all three 
have an abundance of mast-
producing trees.

“Squirrel populations fluctu-
ate with hard-mast yields, 
and since the mast crop was 
above-average last year, hunt-
ers should enjoy more suc-
cess this upcoming season,” 
McGee reported.

Last year’s mast crop was 
favorable across the region, 
and this fall appears to be set-
ting up for a good red oak crop 
because last year’s mast survey 
showed numerous young red 
oak acorns being formed.

AQUATIC VEGETATION REMOVAL
LILLIES, SALVINIA, ETC

337-412-2142
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Rodney Housley killed this 10-point buck last 
Thanksgiving morning as it chased a doe on 
public land in Vernon Parish.

Camp Beauregard WMA

Dewey Wills WMA

Little River WMAPINEVILLE REGION
Deer

Biologist Cliff Dailey of LWDF is holding his breath in the 
months before deer season opens on the Dewey W. Wills WMA.

On the one hand, you have the proven, 63,901-acre WMA in 
LaSalle, Rapides and Catahoula parishes that is frequented by 
more hunters each season and sets the pace for deer harvested 
in the region. It has everything: bottomland hardwoods, slough 
and cypress brakes and plenty of nutall, willow and overcup 
oak among old, dying trees that, combined with timber har-
vests, have created canopy gaps responsible for briar thickets 
so beneficial for deer. No wonder hunters harvested 454 deer 
last season.

On the other hand, Dailey has seen first-hand and fretted as 
Dewey W. Wills WMA has been flooded since January. It’s the 
longest period of flooding since 1973, and according to one deer 
biologist who has been keeping track, the longest stretch ever. 

Dailey said on the lower half of the area, approximately 50,000 
acres, has been under at least 5 feet of water for six full months 
as of mid-July. He and his staff are concerned, because the flood 
will impact browse and lactation rates adversely in the white-
tailed deer herd. For example, fawn recruitment is expected to 
be below average.

“It’s not all roses this year,” Dailey said. “We’re going to learn a 
lot and observe how wildlife recovers from a flood like this.

“We’re kind of taking it one day at a time. We’ll go out and see 
how the deer are responding.... It’s going to be a real test to how 
resilient game and wildlife are.”

Dewey Wills WMA has high spots in the impacted areas that 
some deer use as stopping points before hitting the road, he 
said, which is encouraging. And LDWF employees have seen 
fawns on the ground, some in good shape, some in bad shape. 

The overall picture puts deer hunting season in a different light.
“I’m kind of anxious to see what happens. The last five years, 

the deer herd has been trending up. Hopefully, it can withstand 
a flood of this nature and kind of come back and rebound in a 
short period,” Dailey said.

In 2017-18, 418 deer were reported killed on Dewey Wills 
WMA. Last season, the number was even higher.

If deer hunters are interested in downing a quality buck, they 
should head to Camp Beauregard WMA, where there is a mix 
of upland pine areas and lower creekbottom hardwood areas. 

Last season, 111 deer were harvested there, including some 
quality bucks. The success rate for Thanksgiving managed 
hunts are among the best on any WMA.

Who so many bigger bucks? The WMA has mast-producing 
species such as water oak and white oak across the area that 
provides a highly desired winter source.

Deer hunters will be glad to know the majority of Camp 
Beauregard WMA was unaffected by the major spring and 
summer flood.

Ducks
More than 1,000 ducks were bagged last season, according to 

self-clearing permits, on Dewey Wills WMA, once again prov-
ing the popularity of the area for waterfowl and duck hunters, 
according to Dailey.

The go-to place on the WMA is the Greentree Reservoir, 
approximately 400 acres with maintained potholes that pro-
vide hunting sites for the public.

Another Dewey Hills WMA destination frequented by 
duck hunters is the Intermittent Impoundment north of the 
Diversion Canal between Hunt Road and Louisiana 28 East. It 
is designed to flood the Muddy Bayou watershed to create up 
to 3,000 acres of green tree habitat during the winter.

The impoundment, though, isn’t pumped. It relies solely on 
rainfall for winter flooding.

The majority of that impoundment is a “limited access area” 
that restricts the use or motorized vessels or vehicles from 
Nov. 1-Jan. 31. Potential users should consult the 2019 WMA 
map for details.

Little River WMA’s waterfowl harvest in 2018-19 was 131. 
Backwaters from Little River provide most of the duck hunting 
opportunities on the WMA.
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COASTAL & NON-GAME 
RESOURCES DIVISION >

PINEVILLE REGION
PROS

Dewey Wills WMA’s mast crop results last year were above 
average. The deer herd was in good physical condition, and 
the percent of lactating was very high.

Little River WMA’s prescribed fire rotation continued this 
year, improving habitat for game and non-game species 
by reducing the mid-story competition in upland pine 
stands to allow beneficial food plants to grow. Several new 
fire breaks created around timber stands can be utilized for 
walking trails.

Elbow Slough WMA’s dove field are in great shape. There 
should be an abundance of milo and browntop millet for 
the doves.

CONS
Ninety percent of the Dewey Wills WMA has undergone 

major flooding since late winter, the longest duration for 
flooding in its existence. Low lactation rates in white-tailed 
deer is associated with late summer flooding. There may be 
a low recruitment of fawns. The bottomland hardwood tim-
ber has been stressed from floodwaters and has the poten-
tial for disease and death in some area, although it shouldn’t 
be widespread.

Alexander State Forest WMA’s deer population is low 
compared to other WMAs. Herd has room for expansion and 
resources available to stay healthy. ■

Squirrels
Opening weekend for squirrel hunting is a BIG deal on Dewey 

Wills WMA and Little River WMA. It’s a long-standing tradi-
tion, a time when outdoorsmen like to camp and get out in the 
woods early.

What squirrel hunters face on opening day this season, 
though, is an uncertainty on Dewey Wills WMA, which 
boasted by leaps and bounds the highest amount of squirrels 
reported harvested in the region last season: 4,066.

The past two mast crops were above-average, which usually 
means a great squirrel hunting season in the making, but pro-
longed flooding probably will have a negative impact on squir-
rel populations, Dailey said.

“We’re kind of waiting to see. We haven’t been able to get out 
and look. I’m sure we lost squirrels,” he said.

If the squirrel hunting isn’t favorable at Dewey Wills WMA, 
squirrel hunters should make their way to Little River WMA, 
where 290 were reported killed last season, down from 583 in 
2017-18). It has upland pine and bottomland hardwoods and 
often offers great squirrel hunting opportunities with little 
competition, i.e., far less pressure.

50 lb. Bags (one bag or 100 bags)  
& Bulk Available

Deer Corn • Soybeans • Rice Bran 
Crushed Roasted Soybean Mixes

Oats, Wheat, Rye Grass, 
Austrian Winter Peas, Arrow Leaf Clover, 

Crimson Clover, Chicory, Rape Seed

Supplements, Salt, 
Minerals, Protein Pellets

Deer Food Plot Mix, 
Custom Blend Plot Mixes

SuPeR BAGS: Corn, Soybeans, Food Plot Mix, 
Oat Seed, Wheat Seed, Rye Grass

R. Schexnayder & Sons, LLC.
3100 Poydras Bayou Erwinville, LA

225 627-6806
We Have What Deer

Want At The Best Price!

•  223 Acres in Jeff erson County, MS - this beautiful wooded tract lies in the Lorman area 
and has frontage on Jessamine Ridge Rd. The terrain is rolling hills and hollows and the 
timber is mixed ages of pine and hardwood. There’s a pond on the north side of the property 
next to the camp site. Asking price is $3,000/acre.

• 1030 Acres +/- Jeff erson Co. This tract lies in South Central Je� erson County and 
has frontage on Hwy 33 and McNair Road. The property can be split into two tracts 
approximately (700+/-) at $2650/acre, and (330+/-) at $2500/acre with the � nal 
acreage to be determined by a licensed surveyor. The terrain in this area is very gentle 
rolling hills to � at land and the timber consist of mainly mature pine and hardwood. There 
is approximately 50 acres of pasture land on the south side of the property as well as 
numerous food plots, campsites, and a nice pond. The deer and turkey hunting in this area is 
excellent. List Price $2600/acre for the entire property.

• 40 Acres +/-  Jeff erson Co. located on Grainger Rd in the Elmo area.  The terrain is gentle 
rolling hills and hollows.  The timber is approximately half 10-12 yo pine and the remainder 
being in hardwood mix.  This property is thick and o� ers lots of cover and food source for 
whitetail deer and turkey.  The tract has interior roads and electricity and community water 
are available.  This is a very peaceful and beautiful area!  Asking Price is $129,500

• 278 Acres +/-  Hinds Co. on MS-18 in the Utica area.  This gorgeous piece of land has a 
variety of options from beautiful sandy creek frontage on White Oak Creek, open pasture 
land and merchantable hardwood timber.  If you’re looking for a STEAL, this is IT!  This tract is 
priced to sell!  The terrain is level to gentle rolling.  Tract has approximately 100 acres of open 
pasture land with the remainder being mature hardwood.  Estimated value on the timbered 
acres is around $1,700/acre, timber cruise is available.  This is an outstanding recreational, 
hunting, investment or cattle farming tract and utilities are available.  Please call Todd at 
601.408.5621 for additional info!  Asking prices is $695,000

Call Daniel Case @ 601-597-0060
Todd Case @ 601-408-5621

Ryan Marchbanks 601-660-4550
Jason Bush 601-850-7777

www.caselandco.com

LAND FOR SALE

NATCHEZ, MS
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COASTAL & NON-GAME 
RESOURCES DIVISION Pointe-aux-Chenes WMA

Pass-a-Loutre WMA

Atchafalaya Delta WMA

COASTAL AND NON-GAME 
RESOURCES DIVISION
PROS

Atchafalaya Delta WMA and Pass-a-Loutre WMA, will ben-
efit from extended high-water levels of the Atchafalaya River 
and Mississippi River, respectively, because they will increase 
delta splay development and create more waterfowl habitat.

Pass-a-Loutre WMA will benefit from “significant improve-
ments” to several of its campgrounds over the next several 
years, including more docks, elevation of three campgrounds 
and, possibly, enlarging one campground. Also, several new 
crevasses are planned that will give hunters improved access 
to the interior and create better habitat for waterfowl.

Pointe-aux-Chenes WMA, a popular destination for dove 
hunting (5.02 average doves per hunter, based on self-
clearing permits, on opening day 2018-19), is looking good 
conditions-wise and doves were using the fields in July. The 
outlook is good if conditions stay the same and there is no 
excessive rainfall.

CONS
Pointe-aux-Chenes WMA and Montegut Units have below 

average submerged aquatic vegetation because, biologists 
believe, of high water turbidity and salinity. Unmanaged areas 
east of Grand Bayou have below-average SAV production and 
continue to deteriorate because there little protection from 
salinities and high tide.

Salvador WMA’s waterfowl habitat has declined the past 
several years because increasing waterfowl hyacinth, salvinia 
and emergent vegetation growth reduced shallow, open-
water habitats favored by ducks. Continued reduction likely 
will lead to reduction in waterfowl numbers, a long-term 
concern for the WMA. ■

Deer
Louisiana hunters often associate the WMAs in the Coastal 

& Nongame Resources Division as some of the best areas to 
knock down ducks in the Sportsman’s Paradise.

Others realize they are prime areas for hunting deer, both 
quantity and quality. No one knows that more than Vaughan 
Campbell, an LWDF biologist who has managed the CNR div-
sion for the past 2½ years.

Those great deer-hunting WMAs are led each season by the 
Atchafalaya Delta WMA. Vaughan notes that while the deer 
harvest has “trended down” there, the average still is pretty 
darned high for the past five seasons: 136 harvested by bow-
hunters alone each of those seasons, according to self-clearing 
permits. The five-year average deer harvest there entering last 
season was 152.

Will a prolonged high-water event, Atchafalaya River flood-
ing for more than six months, adversely affect the Atchafalaya 
Delta? And will flooding do the same to Pass-a-Loutre WMA, 
another top destination at the mouth of the Mississippi River?

It remains to be seen, but there are higher “spoiler islands” 
where deer take refuge on the Atchafalaya Delta WMA, he 
said. The river’s height will be a plus in the long run, because 
it carries sediment that drops and forms more delta.

“One of the positives with the high river for Pass-a-Loutre 
and the Atchafalaya Delta is they are getting dirt down there 
and a lot of dirt,” which will be beneficial, Campbell said.

Atchafalaya’s Main Delta — 15,000 acres of marsh habitat 
— is open for only adult archery hunts and annual youth lot-
tery gun hunts.

“Atchafalaya Delta will most always be the premier coastal 
area due to its numerous acres of higher-elevation spoil 
islands at the Main Delta, which serve as great semi-upland 
deer habitat,” he said. “Approximately 82 deer were harvested 
by bowhunters and youth hunters.

“We expect a harvest similar to previous years for the 2019-
20 season. Atchafalaya Delta staff continue to maintain 
shooting/access lanes on Big Island, which provide good 
conditions for deer and hunters.”

Big deer almost always show up in the harvest. Last season, 
on the Atchafalaya Delta WMA 10 deer were taken with at 
least one main antler beam 15 inches or longer; six deer had 
at least one antler base of 4 inches or more in circumference, 
and 12 deer were 8- to 10-pointers.

Here’s a list of the larger bucks harvested in 2018-19 at 
Atchafalaya Delta WMA:

• 180-pound, 8-point buck with a 13½-inch inside spread;
• 170-pound, 9-point buck with a 14½-inch inside spread;
• 165-pound, 5-point buck with a 10½-inch inside spread;
• 160-pound, 9-point buck with a 16½-inch inside spread;
• 150-pound, 10-point buck with a 16½-inch inside spread;
• 150-pound, 8-point buck with a 12¾-inch inside spread.

Pass-A-Loutre is the second-best bet for harvesting a trophy 
buck, Cambell said. Only bucks can be harvested there. Two of 
11 reported harvested last season were 8-pointers weighing 190 
and 175 pounds.

Participation can be a bit low at times because of its remote-
ness and accessibility, but it is a “great place to hunt deer” 
for those who are willing to put in the effort, Campbell said, 
noting that staffers continue to maintain shooting lanes at the 
Reservoir and wildlife openings across the WMA. 

Ducks >
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Ducks
Average waterfowl success — or better — is 

expected on many of the CNR Division’s WMAs, 
including Pass-a-Loutre WMA, Atchafalaya 
Delta WMA and Salvador/Timken WMA. At 
Pointe-aux-Chenes WMA, waterfowl usage is 
suspected to be the lowest in the PAC Unit due to 
reduced amounts of available food.

“Pass-a-Loutre and Atchafalaya Delta 
WMAs are always popular duck-hunting 
locations due to the high productivity and 
attractiveness of deltaic marshes to waterfowl. 
These two areas will probably be the premier 
coastal areas for the 2019-20 season if hur-
ricane/tropical storm activity is low during the 
summer and fall of 2019,” Campbell reported.

Duck hunters can see the productivity in the 
numbers based on 11 bag checks and not for 
the entire season:
•	All WMAs combined: 4,103 hunter 

efforts/1.9 ducks per hunter effort;
•	Atchafalaya Delta WMA: 1,540 hunter 

efforts/2.0 ducks per hunter effort;
•	Pass-a-Loutre WMA: 665 hunter efforts/3.3 

ducks per hunter effort;
•	Pointe-aux-Chenes WMA: 1,573 hunter 

efforts/1.4 ducks per hunter effort;
•	Salvador WMA: 235 hunter efforts/0.5 ducks 

per hunter effort;
The table is being set just right, barring tropi-

cal weather systems, he said, noting habitat 
conditions have been good this summer on 
most coastal WMAs due to high river stages 

and tides and the lack of major hurricanes 
or significant tropical storms the past seven 
years. Those high river stages accelerated 
wetland creation and subsequent waterfowl 
habitat development on active deltas, he said.

Also, flooding temporarily reduces sub-
merged aquatic vegetation and many SAVs are 
important food sources for waterfowl.

Squirrels
Campbell said Pointe-aux-Chenes and Lake 

Bouef WMAs are the only coastal WMAs that 
have noteworthy populations of squirrels, and 
that squirrel hunting is most popular on the 
Point Farm Unit of Pointe-aux-Chenes WMA.

Point Farm, he said, is approximately 1,500 
acres of forested habitat, including more than 
500 acres of hardwood trees planted in past 
mitigation projects. Also, current management 
activities by staff, such as maintaining shooting/
access lanes, provide improved conditions that 
help squirrels and hunters, he said.

“Each year, habitat conditions for squirrels 
improve 
at Pointe-
aux-Chene 
WMA’s 
Point Farm,” 
Campbell 
reported. ■

Don Shoopman fishes for 
freshwater and saltwater 
species mostly in and 
around the Atchafalaya 
Basin and Vermilion 
Bay. He moved to the 
Sportsman’s Paradise in 
1976, and he and his wife 
June live in New Iberia. 
They have two grown sons.

INTERSTATE GUNS
1715 South Morrison Blvd.

Hammond, LA 70403
985.340.1980

LAFAYETTE 
SHOOTERS

3520 Ambassador Ca� ery Pkwy.
Lafayette, LA 70503

 337.988.1193

SIMMONS’ 
SPORTING GOODS

918 North Washington St.
Bastrop LA 71220

318.283.2688

SPOTTED DOG
SPORTING GOODS
6441 Highway 165

Columbia, LA 71418
318.649.2684

T.P. OUTDOORS
3000 Breard Street
Monroe, LA 71201

318.388.3788

T.P. OUTDOORS
101 Mill Street

West Monroe, LA 71291
318.322.4474

ARE AVAILABLE
AT THESE LOCAL 
NIKON RETAILERS!

Pass-a-Loutre and Atchafalaya Delta WMAs 
should provide public-land duck hunters 
and their Labs with plenty of action.
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ALL POWERED BY
REMEMBER to always observe all applicable 
boating laws. Never drink and drive. Dress properly 
with a USCG-approved personal floatation device 
and protective gear. ©2008 Yamaha Motor 
Corporation, USA. All rights reserved.

BIG SELECTION OF...
BOAT TRAILERS
SIZES 16' - 20' GALVANIZED & ALUMINUM

PROWLER SERIES

BOW TO 
STERN

FISHABILITY...

ALL POWERED BY

2072 CC BAY
F115 Yamaha w/ SS prop, 
leaning post, (2) rod boxes full 
instrumentation, (2) fishing seats,
 plus passenger seats, 
non-skid liner, 
DLX aluminum trailer 
w/spare tire

1860 CC BAY
F90 Yamaha w/ SS 
prop, leaning post, full 
instrumentation, (2) 
fishing seats, plus 
passenger seats, non-
skid liner, aluminum 
trailer w/spare tire

10

10

12

90

90
70

70

1

1

Lafayette

Pierre
Part

Breaux & Daigle
Marine, Inc.

Houma
Morgan

City

Baton
Rouge

To
New

Orleans ➔

www.breauxdaiglemarine.com
985-252-6411 | Hwy. 70, Pierre Part, LA

Breaux & Daigle 
Marine, Inc.

F50 Yamaha, ss prop, 2 batteries, 
troll motor, depth finder, non-skid 
liner, galv. trailer w/spare tire, and 
much more. Ready to fish!!

F50 Yamaha, ss prop, 2 batteries, F50 Yamaha, ss prop, 2 batteries, F50 Yamaha, ss prop, 2 batteries, 
PROWLER 165

ALL POWERED BY

ALL IN STOCK MODELS
AT CLEARANCE PRICES

WAITING FOR 2020 MODELS

Better Built... Better Ride... Better Value.

1860 CC
F70 Yamaha, w/ss 
prop, battery, running 
lights, bilge pump, 
livewell pump, gauges, 
fuel tank, wind shield, 
seats and pedestals, 
aluminum trailer, tie 
downs & transon 
saver, and non-non-
skid liner

1860 CC BAY1860 CC BAY
prop, leaning post, full 

ALL POWERED BY

F70 Yamaha, ss prop, 2 batteries, 
troll motor, depth finder, non-skid 
liner, galv. trailer w/spare tire and 
much more. Ready to fish!!

F70 Yamaha, ss prop, 2 batteries, 
PROWLER 175

$17,695

$23,995

$20,595

$16,995
much more. Ready to fish!!

$15,495
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dixierv.com
HAMMOND
Sales: 844-642-4945
Service: 844-642-4944

SALES:
Mon - Sat
8 am - 6 pm

NATION’S TOP SELECTION OF RV BRANDS

SERVICE:
Mon - Sat
8 am - 5 pm

Located o�  I-12 Exit 35
10241 Destination Dr.
Hammond, LA 70403

Get tailgate ready and unplug in the 2019 Tif� n 
Phaeton 40 IH. This Phaeton Class A peacefully 
sleeps 8. We’ve got you covered with: 3 sofa 
bed(s) and 1 queen bed. And a master bedroom 
conveniently located in the Center. Take your tail-
gate experience to the next level with the Phaeton 
Class A which offers plenty of conveniences like a 
Center kitchen with Bench Seats, Front living area 
and Rear / Center bathroom. The Phaeton 40 IH 
Class A makes tailgating easy with features like a 
stove with 3 oven burners, Full-Size refrigerator, 4 
TVs, a radio and more.

Stk#31976

THE ULTIMATE 
TAILGATING 
MACHINE   
2019 TIFFIN PHAETON 40 IH
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A Scout is...

By Phillip Gentry

 Deer hunters should be prepared to figure out 
 where whitetails will be when bow season opens. 
 Knowing food sources and trails approaching them 
 will give you a leg up.| 

P erry Ross of Big Creek, Miss., 
never thinks of deer hunting as 
a seasonal sport. At 55, he’s got 
nearly 50 years under his belt in 
the woods, and for him, there’s 

the offseason and the on-season — but it’s always 
deer season. 

Ross hunts huge parcels of land in Kansas, 
Oklahoma and Texas as part of his business, Ross 
Trophy Outfitters, but he’s always got something 
cooking at home by the time the opening day of 

archery season rolls around.
Ross believes deer season actually begins the day 

the previous season ends. He understands that 
not every deer hunter keeps such a strict regimen, 
and he had some tips for hunters who are late to  
the party.

“If you watch deer hunting on TV, you see hunt-
ers headed out into the cold to hunt; that’s not 
(home),” he said. “This is hot-weather hunting for 
the first part of the season, and you have to plan 
and hunt differently because of that.”

continues >
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W ith a month to go until the fun starts, 
many deer clubs are rushing to get food 
plots in the ground. Ross said they are 
important for nutrition and antler devel-
opment, and they can be hunted over, but 

along the Gulf Coast, food plots typically aren’t a big draw dur-
ing daylight hours until much later in the season.

“You are much better off during the preseason identifying the 
places that have oak flats,” he said. “Water oaks and pin oaks 
will drop first, and then you’ll get white oaks and red oaks and 
whatever else is available. Your better deer tend not to hit food 
plots or baited areas until after dark.”

Ross (662-983-9304) said identifying the No. 1 food source 
deer will use on a property — oak trees — will provide clues 
about where to hunt. Some hunters will throw up a ladder 
stand with a clear view of several trees in close proximity; Ross 
wants to back up and find trails leading to those oaks, which 
requires spending some quality time on the ground scouting.

“As hunters, we do a lot to educate deer about how we hunt 
them,” Ross said. “We put up trail cameras, and we go in there 
every day and check them. When a good buck does show up on 
camera, he knows you better than you know him.”

Having hunted in wide-open ranges as well as thicker forests, 
Ross said Southern deer rely on their sense of smell a lot more 
than sight or hearing. At times, deer may not believe what 
they see if they can’t attach a scent to it. Because of that, how 
a hunter approaches an area is critical anytime he steps in the 
woods.

“When I’m preseason scouting, whether that’s using a pro-
gram like X-maps or just a hand-held map, I’m looking for likely 
bedding areas and then for pinch points or edges between the 
bedding area and those oak flats,” Ross said. “I’m also planning 
my approach to those areas, even the first time I walk in. I want 
to make sure I’m going in downwind and not leaving a bunch of 
scent behind to educate those deer.”

While other hunters are busy building and putting up stands, 
Ross (www.rosstrophyoutfitters.com) prefers the versatility 
of a climbing stand or a portable lock-on. If he has an area he 
likes from his scouting, he keeps in mind the two most-likely 
wind scenarios he’ll face — southwest or north winds — and he 
makes sure he’s identified areas to place his stand for the daily 
conditions when he goes to hunt.

“We get a lot of southwest winds in the early season, so I want 
to make sure I have my area planned out for a southwest stand,” 
he said. “When the weather changes, we get north winds for a 
few days, so I also want to plan for that.”

Like other hunters who are out hanging and checking trail 
cameras before the season, Ross will use game cameras to collect 
information, but his take on them is more pro-active than most.

“First of all, you’re going to need more cameras than you 
think,” he said. “I’m trying to identify a trophy buck’s core area, 
so when you see them, then look for the travel route he’s using 
and back down that trail to his bedding area.”

A Scout is...

Hunters need to locate stands to take into account the 
predominant southwest wind early in deer season, plus 
the occasional north wind.

continues >

Phillip Gentry
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ANNUAL DEER HUNT

•  Price of hunt is $800/person. Discounted price of $750 is available 
if deposit of $375 is paid by 12/13/2019. The balance must be paid 
in full by January 10, 2020.

•  $150 for non-hunting guest (1 gun per stand)
•  2 Deer allowance per day (1 buck, 1 doe)
•  Friday lunch & night cookout, 

Saturday breakfast & night cookout!

Sign Up Early!
Regis tration: Friday, 10 a.m., January 10 

at Pike Liberal Arts School

Hunt:  Friday Afternoon, January 10
Sat. Morning & Afternoon, January 11
Sunday until 10 a.m., January 12

334-674-0506
Website: www.pikelib.com
Email: PLASDeerHunt@hotmail.com

Pike Liberal Arts’ JANUARY 
10-12, 2020

Hunt Private Land in Pike 
& surrounding counties 

during Prime Rut!

 is available 

Drawing for
FREE HUNT

for 2021!

Proceeds bene� t
Athletic Programs of Pike Liberal Arts.

While you’re getting the land and your knowledge of 
it in shape, don’t forget about re-honing those shoot-
ing skills. Whether you hunt with modern firearm, 
bow or primitive weapon, putting practice time in at 
the range is a great idea. 

Les Smith has his property set up for some long 
shots, even out to the 400-yard range.

“We’ve got some permanent shooting houses where 
we can see 400 to 500 yards,” he said. “That kind of 
shot isn’t for everyone, but if you don’t practice at that 
range, you’ll never make that shot when it counts.”

While having a steady rest and reliable equipment 
are keys to accurate hunting, toning muscle strength 
for bow season is a real asset for archers like veteran 
hunter Chuck Wilson.

“I try to shoot year-round, but I get my bow out at least two months ahead 
of time, so by late July or August, I start shooting 15 or 20 shots in the after-
noon after work,” Wilson said. “I don’t just stand and shoot, either. I get out 
one of my ladder stands and move it around and try to think of real-life shots 
I may have to make, like shooting to my weak side or behind me or leaning 
out to shoot around a limb. That way I know I can make a tough shot or if I 
need to wait for a better one.” ■

Phillip Gentry

No matter the weapon, 
practice

Spending time at the range or in the backyard 
shooting your bow and/or gun will help you 
make that critical shot once the season opens.
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Ross has a warning for hunters who fall in love 
with a buck they find on camera: everything 
changes once the velvet comes off. He said a 
good buck is likely to move once the season 

arrives. He believes this is God’s way of making sure the 
buck isn’t inbreeding. You can kill him, he said, but you 
have to do it quickly.

“The good news is that some good buck on another 
property will leave there and is likely to show up where 
you’re at,” he said. “That’s why identifying the core area is 
important. Get in there and hunt him before the mating 
season changes everything.” 

A final tip on preseason scouting and even seasonal 
scouting with cameras is to check them every six or seven 
days instead of daily. If you have a camera at a baited 
area, check it when you put out new bait. If it’s close to 
an area you are hunting, take a card with you on the hunt 
and pull the old card on your way out.

Ross summed up his thoughts on being late to any piece 
of property, both in joining a club and on the day of the 
hunt. He tells the story of being a new member in a big 
club. When opening day arrived, all the members drove 
out to their stands in their side-by-sides, hunted until 
10:30 and came back for breakfast. Ross had done his 
scouting and figured out likely escape routes once the 
hunting pressure increased, and he used that knowledge 
to kill a nice buck every opening day for several years.

“I took a climber and went in the long way, well before 
daylight,” he said. “I had figured out where the deer were 
approaching other stands and where they would go once 
things got hectic. The second thing I did was stay in the 
woods well past 10 o’clock. Once everyone else packed 
up and began to leave, they pushed the deer right to me, 
and I had 15 to 20 nice bucks to choose from.

“Most of the time, especially in a big club, you have to 
be smarter than the deer — as well as smarter than the 
competition.” ■

A Scout is...

Phillip Gentry is a 
freelance outdoor writer 
and photographer who 
says that if it swims, walks, 
hops, flies or crawls he’s 
usually not too far behind.

Locating a big buck’s core area 
helps hunters avoid being left 
behind when the buck changes 
patterns, looking for does.

Trail cameras provide clues to deer movements, 
but guide Perry Ross bets you’re going to need 
more cameras than you think, and he recom-
mends checking them weekly instead of daily.

Last-minute land >



www.LouisianaSportsman.com September 2019 | Louisiana Sportsman 51



Louisiana Sportsman | September 201952

Most hunting clubs or landowners look for new members or 
leases during the summer. Word-of-mouth is the more common 
way that openings get filled, but some larger clubs or tracts may 
advertise in the newspaper, want ads or even online on social 
media pages. 

However, if you’ve ever been a member of a large club, you’ve 
probably witnessed last-minute openings that were hard to fill. 
That being said, it pays to network with other hunters and let 
people know if you’re looking for a new place to hunt.

“We have around 15 members in a big tract I hunt,” said hunter 
Ron Smith. “The lease comes due in June, and nearly every year, 
there’s somebody that says they’re going to pay their dues and 
then something comes up. I don’t know how many times we’re 
in September looking to fill at least one spot.”

Public land seems to get a bad rap, but while you may not be 
able to build 
stands or plant 
food plots on 
WMAs, taking 
the time to 
learn public 
land means 
you’ll never 
have to be 
without a place 
to hunt.

Succeeding on 
public land or 
on private lands 
that are new to 
you have basi-
cally the same 
requirement 
— hunt deeper 
and longer.

“I hunted 
public land for 
many years,” 
Smith said. “It 
was always my 
experience that 
most hunters 
didn’t hunt very 
far from the 
truck, and they 

would be gone after about 10 o’clock in the morning. People get 
spoiled, but the deer don’t just vanish after the morning hours. 
That’s actually a pretty good time to have somebody spook one 
to you.” ■

Ronnie Galliard

Last-minute land: 
go deep, 
stay late

Getting in on a lease or hunt-club land late 
in the preseason doesn’t have to hurt your 
chances of taking a big buck.

A Scout is...
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The axis of accuracY
level three axes on your bow’s sight or risk misses on longer, angled shots at deer

Sammy Romano

sticks &
strings

P roperly setting up a modern 
compound bow is a detail-
oriented and often-tedious 
process. In order to obtain 

maximum accuracy, many hours of setup 
and tweaking are required. 

While today’s archers are much more 
knowledgeable when it comes to tun-
ing their bow for perfect arrow flight, 
many still don’t realize how critical it is 
to properly level all three axes of their 
bow’s sight. Failure to do so can result in 
severe misses, especially when shooting 
at longer distances or at steep angles 
uphill or downhill.

An axis is an imaginary line around 
which an object rotates. A compound 
bow’s sight has three axes. It is critical 
that all three are leveled to obtain the 
most accuracy possible. 

The first axis
The first axis is best described as a line 

parallel to the ground running from left 

to right in front of the bow This is the 
least-important axis. This axis is set from 
the factory on many sights; however, 
sights that use a scope aperture mounted 
on a sliding or threaded rod will require 
this axis to be leveled.  Rotate the scope 
aperture towards or away from you until 
its face is parallel to the bow’s string.  

The second axis
The second axis refers to the level of the 

sight head and the pins. The simplest 
explanation of this axis is that it runs 
through the archer’s line of sight and 
rotates like the hands of a clock. This is 
the axis archers spend the most time level-
ing, and is definitely the most important. 
Failure to properly set the second axis 
will cause the archer to cant the bow 
when leveling the sight level. This will 
cause the pins to run diagonally, which 
will cause arrows to hit left or right of the 
target at longer distances. This problem 
will worsen progressively as the distance 

of the shot increases. Most of today’s 
better sights offer some type of second 
axis adjustability. Even if your bow’s sight 
doesn’t have an adjustment for the second 
axis, this can be adjusted by shimming the 
sight mounting bracket itself.

The third axis
The most-misunderstood and over-

looked axis is the third axis. This axis 
runs top to bottom through the head of 
the sight, perpendicular to the ground.  
Picturing the sight head as a door hinge, 
opening and closing away from and 
towards the archer, provides the best 
analogy for the rotation along the third 

Sammy Romano is a lifelong 
hunter who has worked in the archery 
industry for more than 24 years. His 
expertise includes compounds and 
crossbows. He can be reached at 
samboka31@aol.com.
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OPPOSITE PAGE: The red circle indicates the 
adjustment screws used to adjust the second 
and third axes on your bow’s sight.

axis. When taking uphill or downhill shots 
at angles of 45 degrees or greater and dis-
tances longer than 20 yards, this adjustment 
is absolutely critical to avoid left or right 
misses. This can make a difference of nearly 
a foot in windage at 50 yards or a steep 
angle. Most high-end sights offer third axis 
adjustability; I wouldn’t purchase one that 
doesn’t.

To properly level the sight’s third axis, 
make sure to level the second axis before-
hand. The bow should then be placed in 
a bow vise. Next, install a temporary level 
on the bow’s riser and level it to match 
the sight’s level. The bow should then be 
rotated forward while keeping the tempo-
rary riser level’s bubble centered. If the third 
axis is not properly adjusted, 
the sight’s level bubble will 
run off to one side as the 
angle increases. Adjust the 
third axis until both the 
sight level and riser level are 
centered all the way and the 
bow’s riser is parallel to the 
ground. Achieving this usu-
ally requires trial and error 
and several adjustments.

Once your bow is properly 
tuned and all three axes 
of your sight are properly 
leveled, the bow is ready to 
be sighted in. Many times, 
properly tuned bows that 
inexplicably shoot to the 
left or right have sights that 
weren’t properly leveled to 
begin with. 

I hope this explanation of 
why and how to level sight 
axes helps some archers 
who are struggling to dial 
in their bows. This can be a 
complicated and somewhat 
intimidating process, and if 
you aren’t comfortable doing 
it yourself, as always, I recom-
mend bringing your bow to 
a pro shop that offers this 
service. Most pro shops offer 
sight-leveling for a reasonable 
fee, and they can save valuable 
time by doing it quickly and 
properly. Whether you’re not 
sure if your sight is leveled or 
if you know it isn’t, have this 
done today to get the most 
from your bow setup. ■

A bow sight has three axes that must be 
leveled before the bow will shoot true in 
all situations.

Duck Dog Training
UKC/AKC Hunt Tests

Basic Obedience
Collar Conditioning

In-Depth Personal Lessons

Tyler J. Davis
(985) 502-2992
npretrievers@gmail.com

Duck Dog Training

314 S. Hollywood Rd., Houma • 888-656-2823 • 985-868-8945
www.coolestcustomers.com

BLANCHARD’S REFRIGERATION

Our Customers Are The Coolest®

PERFECT FOR HOMES, CAMPS & RESTAURANTS!

FREE WATER FILTER
WITH ICE MACHINE PURCHASE AND MENTION OF THIS AD

LOUISIANA’S #1 ICE MACHINE DEALER!

888-656-2823 • 985-868-8945
www.coolestcustomers.com
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w ith bow season starting up in the coming 
weeks, it’s past time to shake the rust off and 
ensure you’re ready when that deer steps out at 
30 yards on opening morning.

Even if you’ve been shooting on a regular basis, it’s a good idea 
to take a few minutes to tune the bow.

And archery expert Shawn Padgett said it’s not all that difficult — 
in fact, he shares what he calls a “quick tune” on a Youtube video.

The first thing you need to do is create a target face with a large 
piece of white paper, placing a strip of black electrical tape in the 
center of the target.

“Now, take your arrow and put it on your bow. Kind of eye-ball 
the height of your rest; make sure it’s pretty horizontal from your 
nocking point through your rest,” Padgett said.

The next step is to compare the string and the riser; the string 
should be positioned roughly in the center of the riser.

Now it’s time to take a shot with the bow.
Place your target face on the target block with the black line 

positioned horizontally, pace off 10 yards and shoot at the center 
of the black tape.

“Move your sight until you are dead in the middle of that black 
line,” Padgett said.

Once satisfied that you have the sight set correctly, move back 
to 20 yards and take a shot.

“Use the exact same pin. Shoot to the exact same spot in the 
line,” Padgett  said. “By doing this, what you’re seeing is if your 
nocking point is at the right height.

“(With the) speed of the bows today, you should not lose 

anything from 10 to 20 yards.”
If the impact points of the 10- and 20-yard shots are different, 

you need to adjust the nocking point.
For example, Padgett  said if the impact point at 20 yards is a 

half-inch lower than the 10-yard shot, the nock is a little high.
“That’s why your arrow hit a little bit low,” he said.
So how do you fix this issue?
Padgett said nocking loops make it easy to adjust the point at 

which your arrow will be nocked.
“If you look at the serving on your string, you’ll notice it is done 

in one direction or the other … and you can take your nocking 
loop and take it one rotation up or down,” he said.

If the 20-yard arrow hit lower than the 10-yard shot, the nocking 
loop should be turned so the serving screws down the string — 
effectively lowering the nocking point.

Then it’s time for another shot at the black line from 20 yards.
“… (Y)ou might need one rotation, or you might need two rota-

tions, but by doing this, what you’re going to find is that you’re 
going to hit in the center of that line at 10 and 20 yards,” Padgett  
said. “What this has done is set your nocking point at the exact 
right spot.”

Next, it’s time to work on what he called the “center shot.”
First, turn the target face 90 degrees, so the black line is vertical 

on the target block.
“Go back to 20 yards, and shoot at … that line,” he said. “Move 

your sight pin accordingly, left or right.”
Once you’re striking the line in the center, move back to 40 

yards for your next shot.

ensuRe YOu’Re set uP FOR tHat OPeninG-daY sHOt

A few subtle adjustments to a bow’s sights 
and servings — and a few arrows slung at 
a target — can get you tuned up for the 
beginning of archery season for deer.

field noTes

how To Quick-Tune 
Your bow for hunTing
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“You can either use your 20-yard pin and aim at the top of the 
(paper) or move a pin up and make a 40-yard pin,” he said.

If your arrow strikes left or right of the black line, adjustments 
must be made.

“If you hit … 2 inches left, you know you have to move your pin 
just a touch to the right,” Padgett  said. “Move it a little bit, make 
your next shot.

“What you’re trying to accomplish is (that at) 20 to 40 yards, you 
want to be in this line.”

Once you’ve accomplished that, you can set up the rest of 
your pins.

Turn the target face 90 degrees so the line is again horizontal.
“You know your 20-yard pin is good, so move your 30-yard pin, 

stand at 30 yards and shoot at this horizontal line,” Padgett  said. 
“Once you’re in there, move back to 40 yards, 50 yards and so on.”

That’s it. Your bow should be properly tuned.
“I think if you guys try this out, it’s going to make it a lot easier 

to tune your bow, you’re not going to spend countless hours in 
front of a paper tuner getting frustrated and mad,” Padgett said. 
“Give it a shot, and see if it doesn’t improve your shooting.” ■

Editor’s Note: This still doesn’t replace having your bow properly 
tuned from the start. 

Hardwood timber, prepared shooting lanes & 
cleared food plots. Some cutover for bedding 
areas, and well-marked property lines.  
Access for power and water. Just minutes from 
Natchez, MS.

INCOME PRODUCING
HUNTING PROPERTY

TOTAL ACREAGE 166.22 ACRES
Adams County, Mississippi

CURRENT INCOME $8000.00/YEAR MINIMUM
$3250.00/ ACRE

CALL DAVE EASOM REALTOR
601-431-4375

PAUL GREEN REAL ESTATE
601-442-2768
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field notes

Top 5 tips 
for opening 
day of dove 
season

Nothing dampens opening day like a gun that won’t 
fire when the barrage begins, so clean it up and make 
sure it’s good to go. 

And be sure your plug is inserted; that will be one 
of the things enforcement agents with the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries will be checking.

K elly Neuville, owner/general manager of Buckfins-
N-Feathers in Broussard, shared a few key tips to 
keep in mind in preparation for the opening day 

of dove season.

Use the right 
choke in your gun

your gun must be 
cleaned and working 
properly, and the plug 
must be in place

1

3
Typically, on opening weekend, the doves won’t 

be as high as they will later in the season.
“I would say improved cylinder to modified 

would be the way to go,”Neuville said.

Buy the right ammo 
and enough to get you 
through your hunt

“I like shooting No. 8, high-power because it’s a 
better spread with more, smaller BBs,” Neuville said. 
“It does less damage to the birds and puts more 
BBs on them.”

2

By Patrick Bonin

continues on page 61 >

Pit Blinds

Crawfish 
Track Boat

• Aluminum & Steel
• Available in 3, 4, 5, 7, & 8 man blinds

3712 Hwy. 10 • Washington, LA 70589
337-826-WELD (9353) • 337-945-0226
www.quirkswelding.com

Double Side Pit Blind

Dugout 
Pit Blind

We Also Offer Single Sided Pit Blinds

Check Out our Video on 
Youtube“Quirk Track Boat”

•  Located 1 hour from New Orleans
•  The best in British/Irish Labradors available
•  The best customer service
•  Excellent pedigrees, Spectacular Health Clearances, 

Second-to-none Health Guarantees
•  True full service kennel: Puppies, Started Puppies, 

Started Dogs, Imported Finished Dogs, Started 
Blood Trailing Labradors, Monthly Training, 
Boarding (large dogs)

•  Well rounded, obedient dogs who make excellent 
companions and hunting partners

•  Trained without the aid of e-collars
•  Started dog payment program available

•  Located 1 hour from New Orleans
•  Th
•  Th
•  E

Second-to-none Health Guarantees
•  T

Started Dogs, Imported Finished Dogs, Started 
Blood Trailing Labradors, Monthly Training, 
Boarding (large dogs)

•  Well rounded, obedient dogs who make excellent 
companions and hunting partners

•  T
•  Started dog payment program available

WWW.ACESRETRIEVERS.COM
Call (228) 493-7474
email us @ acesretrievers@gmail.com
Facebook - Team Ace’s Retrievers

Shipping Available

15+ Years 

Experience

www.anchormsre.com
Anchor Real Estate - 601-342-2540

Ron Odom, - Active MS Realtor
Ron_Odom101@yahoo.com

601-342-2540 offi ce • 601-410-3089 cell 

Anchor Real Estate,
your source for hunting, � shing or timber properties.
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252-671-3474

DOWN EAST
GUIDE SERVICE

info@downeastguideservice.com
www.downeastguideservice.com

1907 Paulette Rd.
Morehead City, NC 28557

*With 4 adult full fare hunts

Hunt 
Argentina

All inclusive packages 
for dove and duck 

hunting in Argentina.
Limit of 50 

ducks/person/day

Kids Dove Hunt FREE*

No 
Limit 
Doves
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Your equipment means almost as much as 
your shooting prowess when opening 

day of dove season arrives.

Make sure you wear 
appropriate, dry-fit 
clothing

“Drake has a short-sleeved shirt called the Vented 
Wingshooter,” Neuville said. “It’s 100% polyester 
instead of cotton, and it will keep you cooler early 
in the season.”

4
“I like the bucket seats because you can put your shells 

and a little ice chest inside, and it swivels,” he said. “Find 
some shade if you can, and bring along plenty of water, a 
good, wide-brimmed hat and some sunglasses.”

Opening day hunters on private land can begin hunting 
doves one-half hour before sunrise, but on LDWF-leased 
fields and WMAs, shooting time begins at noon. ■

Get a good bucket, 
swivel seat for more 
comfortable hunting5

continues from page 58 >
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l ouisiana’s teal season is set to open on Saturday, Sept. 
14 — a day many duck hunters probably circled on their 
calendars last January when they headed home from 
their blinds one final time.

It’s a great opportunity to knock the dust off your shotgun and 
do some warm-weather duck hunting before deer, squirrel, rab-
bit and quail seasons ramp up later this fall.

Capt. Cody Obiol has guided teal hunts along the Mississippi 
River for years with Cajun Fishing Adventures in Buras, and he 
shared his top four tips to help you knock down more birds 
when the season arrives.

1. geT Your moJo working 
Obiol likes to hunt smaller ponds and shallower holes for teal, so 

he keeps his decoy spread to a minimum — but he doesn’t leave 
home without his motorized blue-winged Mojos.

“Mojos are crucial to me for teal season,” Obiol said. “I like two 
Mojos and about 14 to 16 decoys — that’s what I hunt over just 
about all of teal season. When it comes to Mojos, blue-wings 
can’t take it. They love it. I don’t use a Mojo any other time 
(besides) than teal season.”

He also throws out a few more female dekes in his spread.
“Teal don’t have any color this time of year,” he said. “Your female 

decoys mimic the ducks a lot better than your males do.”

2. keeP Your blind simPle 
Obiol typically doesn’t go overboard camouflaging and brush-

ing his blind for teal season.
“I try not to get too big with it, because they move so fast — 

you don’t want grass in your face trying to swing on a teal,” he 
said. “I usually build mine out of some willow branches, but I 
don’t really do the whole roseau-thing for teal.

“I don’t find concealment is as important as in duck season. I’ve 

teal-hunted in a white T-shirt on a last-minute swing out there, 
and they’ll come in. You just want to cover yourself up a little bit 
and have something you can tuck behind.”

Just make sure whatever brush you choose is green — and  will 
stay that way through the 16-day season, he said.

“You don’t want to bring something dead out there and build 
a brown blind. You want to make sure everything you’re putting 
in the ground is green,” Obiol said. “That’s important, because 
that will stick out if you have a couple of brown bushes against a 
green background.”

3. eQuiPmenT: less is more
Remember, on most mornings, temperatures will start off in the 

mid-70s and only increase from there, so the lighter you pack, 
clothing-wise and for the hunt, the better off you’ll be.

“When it comes to teal hunting, I stay simple,” he said. “I bring a 
whistle, a teal call, shells and my shotgun. Other than that, I don’t 
get too crazy with it. 

“Just try to stay cool and keep out of the mosquitos, because I 
think it’s going to be bad this year. I have a feeling it’s going to be 
an extra-hot one.”

4. aim aT one bird
Anyone who’s been buzzed by a flock of blue-winged rockets 

knows this one is sometimes hard to do in reality, but Obiol said 
it’s they key to knocking down more birds and wrapping up 
your limit.

“People get excited when there are flocks of 10 or so ducks 
coming in, and they just shoot into the flock,” he said. “The big-
gest thing is to shoot at one bird. Don’t shoot into the flock and 
try to drop two or three of them.

“Pick a bird and shoot that one, then go to the next one.” ■

ToP 4 Teal TiPs To 
bag more birds

By Patrick Boninlouisiana season set to oPen on saturDay, sePt. 14

Louisiana’s early teal season arrives 
Sept. 14 and lasts until Sept. 29. The 
daily limit is six ducks per hunter.

field noTes

Photo courtesy Cody Obiol
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Store Hours:
Mon - Fri: 8 - 6, Sat: 8 - 3

Check out our website 
outdoorpowerhouse.com
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preseason 
work

preseason preseason 
workwork

T hose of us who hunt and 
recreate in the great outdoors 
will soon be climbing trees, 

pulling bow strings, carrying knap-
sacks and rifles and hiking up and 
down hill and dale. 

If you are not already in “hunt-
ing shape”, it is not too late to 
start exercising and training. Just 
remember, the most-important way 
to get in shape is to identify your 
goals and tailor your training to 
achieve them. For best results, the 
goals you set need to be relevant to 
your particular outdoor interests.

Not only will getting yourself in 
shape make you a better, happier 
and probably more successful 
hunter, regular physical activity 
can produce long-term health ben-
efits. Regular exercise and result-
ing physical fitness helps build 
stronger bones and muscles and 
increases a person’s overall energy 
level. It’s important to start slowly 
and set small achievable goals. It is 
safer this way and will set you up 
for success.

By Bill garbo

|for a good season in the field, |for a good season in the field, |for a good season in the field, 
 scouting isn’t the only thing 
 you need to do Before hunting 
 season arriVes. get yourself 
 in shaPe for the effort you’ll 
 Be Putting forth. 

for a good season in the field, 
 scouting isn’t the only thing 
 you need to do Before hunting 
 season arriVes. get yourself 
 in shaPe for the effort you’ll 
 Be Putting forth. 

it is a sErious mattEr >
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it is a sErious mattEr
We all hear stories or have personal experience with hunters 

hurting themselves or even dying while in the pursuit of game. 
Many of these injuries and deaths could have easily been pre-
vented with some preseason preparation. Preparing physically 
is every bit as essential as planning where to put tree stands 
and sighting in your bow. Some accidents are inevitable, but 
often, hunters are just not physically prepared for what is — 
and let’s not kid ourselves — an activity that can be brutally 
physical at times. Most of us grew up hunting and enjoying the 
outdoors, but the vitality of youth all too soon transitions to 
middle age and then to old age. There is absolutely no reason 
to slow down or curtail your hunting passion as you age.

Yes indeed, what we are talking about here can be challeng-
ing and take some time out of your week, but it will pay off 
long-term. So, if you are not already exercising regularly, be 
sure and talk to your family physician before beginning an 
exercise program. 

profEssional adVicE
To get the best advice on just what to do and not do, I con-

sulted a friend, Travis Twilbeck, who has degrees, training, and 
experience in Exercise Science and Sports Medicine. He helped 
set up my personal training regimen, which I do for about two 
hours at least three times per week. It has worked wonders 
for me physically and overall health-wise. At 71,  I can still do 
most everything outdoors that I ever did as a younger person, 
because I have been regularly exercising and lifting weights 
for many years. Regrettably, as people age, they actually need 

Preseason work

to speed up and intensify their efforts to maintain physical 
capabilities, but most people tend to slow down and become 
more sedentary. This is a recipe for disaster when it comes to 
general health and to the physical abilities necessary to safely 
and successfully hunt and recreate in the outdoors.

thE brEakdoWn
Twilbeck breaks down getting properly fit to hunt into four 

areas of emphasis: endurance, core strength, flexibility and 
diet — the four pillars of fitness. For an exercise program to 
promote “functional fitness”, it needs to replicate real-world 
activity. There is a definite difference between working out 

to get in “beach shape” and working out to get in “hunting 
shape.” Getting in beach shape is more about appearance, 
while getting in hunting shape is all about function and over-
all condition to achieve better performance in the field. I am 
far from a bodybuilder, but even at my age,  I can still safely 
climb tree-stand ladders and scale trees. It is all because of my 
year-round adherence to Twilbeck’s four pillars of fitness.

Experts recommend:
• For cardiovascular (endurance) training, you 

should exercise at least 30 minutes per session, five 
or more days a week.

• Strength training should be performed two to 
three days a week with an emphasis on core and 
functional exercises.

 strenGth Vs. 
 enduranCe 

EndurancE >

The author does an excercise called “planks” to 
enhance overall core strength.
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Preseason work

Endurance
To create or increase stamina and endurance, start moving. It 

can be as simple as walking or jogging around your neighbor-
hood. You can go for a hike or climb up flights of stairs carrying 
a weighted rucksack or belt-pack. You can ride a bicycle or go 
to a gym and walk or jog on a treadmill.

Core strength
When you are hiking from your vehicle or ATV to your hunt-

ing spot, you will be carrying all sorts of gear and often wearing 
heavy clothing and boots. The weight you are carrying over and 
above your body weight adds up fast when you factor in a rifle 
or shotgun with ammunition that will alone easily weigh 10 to 
15 pounds. For bowhunters, drawing a bow with a proper draw 
weight for hunting requires upper body strength.

Then, if your hunt is successful, you will be pulling or carrying 
the weight of a dead animal back to your vehicle or ATV. Core 
strength training is a vital part of getting fit for hunting.

Cardio training is important. Cardio exer-
cises to improve your stamina and endur-
ance can include:

• Hiking with a weighted pack to simulate 
field conditions.

• Biking on a stationary or regular bicycle.
• Walking: use sidewalks and paths, espe-

cially ones with hills.
• Jogging: if your knees are up to it, this is 

the old standby.

 Cardio is 
 important 

Travis Twilbeck grew up in Paris, 
TN, where he began his love of 
sports and fitness while playing 
multiple sports in high school.

He went on the receive a 
bachelor’s degree in Kinesiology 
and Exercise Science from Mis-
sissippi College, where he also 
worked on the athletic training 
staff. He has since continued to 

gain knowledge in the field and 
obtained a master’s degree in 
Exercise Science, conducting 
research and specializing in 
cancer exercise therapy. He is a 
certified exercise physiologist 
through the American College of 
Sports Medicine and holds cre-
dentials in Exercise is Medicine.

Travis Twilbeck

 An exercised life 

Bi
ll G

ar
bo

ABOVE: Hauling a nice 
buck to your ATV, truck 
or camp requires some 
serious cardiovascular 
work, especially if you 
don’t have a nice game 
hauler like this one.

flexibility >
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Flexibility
Stretching to become more flexible goes 

hand-in-hand with strength training. While 
hunting, you will be stepping on and off of 
logs, stumps and rocks, all while humping up 
and down hills and hollows. You cannot do 
this safely without core strength, flexibility 
and balance.

Diet
Diet and exercise are key components of get-

ting in shape. According to some experts, a 

general rule-of-thumb is that if weight loss is 
one goal of a getting-fit plan, 75% of your effort 
should be diet and 25% should be exercise. 
Also, alcohol consumption, especially the 
night before a hunt, can be a safety problem as 
well as cause dehydration, which can seriously 
reduce a hunter’s physical performance. ■

As we age, most of us tend to neglect core strength training. Consider doing the following:
• Carry heavy objects or wear a weighted rucksack up and down hills and inclines.
• Use an elastic band to increase muscular strength.
• Attach a rope to an old truck tire and drag, pull or flip it to simulate field conditions.
• �Use free weights and resistance-machine training at a gym. To build muscle endurance, 

use lower weights and more repetitions.

 Core work 
 expands the 
 base 

A good healthy diet should be based on:
• Eating lean protein and avoiding processed meats.
• Eating lots of vegetables and fruit.
• Cutting back on foods containing refined sugar.
• �Drinking plenty of water. A minimum of 64 ounces (1/2 gallon) of water per day is 

recommended for proper body function.

 You are what you eat 

Bill Garbo

Incline bench abdominal 
crunches help improve 
core strength.

Bill Garbo is a petroleum engineer and avid whitetail 
hunter from Madison, Miss. He has lived and hunted out west 
and taken numerous big game species, but hunting big old 
mature southern whitetail bucks is his favorite pursuit by a 
country mile.

Honda
aTV’s 
are available

at these
local retailers:

ATV Zone
62366 Commercial St.

Roseland, LA 70456
985-747-1550

Friendly Honda
10939 Airline Hwy.

Baton Rouge, LA 70816
225-292-6242

Friendly
Powersports
888 Old Spanish Trail

Slidell, LA 70458
985-643-4556

G & C Honda
2415 E. 70th Street

Shreveport, LA 71105
318-797-1222

Honda
of Lafayette

1708 N. University Ave.
Lafayette, LA 70507

337-234-6632

Loewer
Powersports
5909 Coliseum Blvd

Alexandria, LA 71303
318-487-9495

McKinney Honda
715 N. Service Rd. E

Ruston, LA 71270
318-255-6777

Motion 
Cyclesports 
of DeRidder

19189 Lake Charles Hwy.
DeRidder, LA 70634

337-463-8110

Sportsman’s
Cycle & Marine

708 Brashear Ave.
Morgan City, LA 70380

985-385-4080
1308 Canal Blvd.

Thibodaux
985-447-4156

2400 Pure Bay with SHO 250

ONLY 
$61,995

• LENGTH: 24’ 5”
• BEAM: 8’ 6”

• FUEL CAPACITY: 78 GALLONS
• MAX HORSEPOWER: 350

• WEIGHT: 2200 POUNDS
• TRANSOM: 25

Preseason 
work
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Come see the Honda Talon today!

In stock now at your participating 
Louisiana Honda Dealer!
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t he latest effort to stop  the 
spread of chronic wasting dis-
ease (CWD) took place on July 
1, 2019, when the Louisiana 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
passed a declaration of emergency modi-
fying an existing ban on deer-urine prod-
ucts. The ban is in effect for the 2019-20 
hunting season, beginning Sept. 1.

It reads as follows: “It is unlawful to 
use or possess scents or lures that con-
tain natural deer urine or other bodily 
fluids while taking, attempting to take, 
attracting or scouting wildlife, except 
natural deer-urine products produced 
by the manufacturers or entities that 
are actively enrolled and participating 
in the Archery Trade Association (ATA) 
Deer Protection Program, which have 
been tested using real-time quaking 
induced conversion and certified that no 
detectable levels of CWD are present and 
clearly labeled as such.” 

CWD is neurodegenerative, destroying 
brain tissue in most deer species, includ-
ing moose, elk, mule deer and white-
tailed deer. Infectious and always fatal, 
it is part of a group of diseases known as 

transmissible spongiform 
encephalopathies (TESs) 
and is similar to mad cow 
disease. Its irreversible 
damage to the brain causes 
salivation, emaciation, 
neurological symptoms 
and death. It is caused 
(and spread) by misfolded 
proteins called prions shed 
by infected animals. The 
prions contaminate soil, 
are absorbed by plants 
and spread to other deer 
when plants are consumed. 
Prions are durable and last indefinitely, 
which is why deer urine poses a risk. 

Before shopping for approved, ATA-
certified deer urine, be advised that 
as of Aug. 1, none is currently on store 
shelves, but those in the know expect the 
deer-urine industry to produce certified 
products in the near future, possibly as 
early as a couple of months from now. 
In the interim, hunters should look for 
synthetic deer-urine products labeled as 
such. The new deer-urine regulations are 
included in the 2019-20 hunting regula-

tions pamphlet. Flyers will be available 
from license vendors as well. 

Existing cWd rEgs 
This regulation joins others already in 

effect in Louisiana. The ban on importa-
tion of live deer or other cervids has been 
on the books for years. In 2018, regula-
tions prohibiting the import, transport 
or possession of any cervid carcass or 
part of a cervid carcass originating out-
side of Louisiana were adopted. There 
are exceptions, allowing Louisiana hunt-

The author and his son discovered this deer, 
dead of unknown causes on their hunting 
lease. LDWF was notified and the head was 
submitted for CWD testing. INSET: It is 
believed that CWD is more prevalent among 
deer raised in penned-in enclosures, where 
most deer urine for attractants is obtained.

keith lacaze

gamE 
WardEn

taking stEps 
to stop cWd
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What can hunters do?
Hunters concerned about CWD might consider not using 

supplemental feeds. Feeding and bait stations increase the 
chance of spreading diseases among deer, including CWD. 
Supplemental feeds also attract unwanted guests such as 
feral hogs, another disease carrying threat to deer.

LDWF urges hunters to work on improving the native 
forage base. Prescribed burns, control of undesirable vegeta-
tion and fertilization of preferred browse and mast-produc-
ing trees all improve habitat. Food plots are also a better 
alternative to corn or other supplemental feeds. LDWF’s 
biologists will provide plenty of helpful recommendations. 

Vigilance
Keep an eye on conditions and herd health. Visit your hunt-

ing area in the offseason or place game cameras along trails 
or around food plots. Get an idea on fawn production and 
take note of any deer in poor condition or showing other 
signs of potential illness. Watching antler development 
and growth is fascinating and lets us know where potential 
shooter bucks may be found during bow season. 

My son and I were riding through our hunting lease in July 
when we discovered a dead doe. She appeared to be an oth-
erwise healthy 1-year-old and had not been dead for more 
than a few hours. The location ruled out road kill, and we 
found no visible injury or signs of trauma. I notified the pri-
vate lands biologist who requested we collect the head for 
testing for CWD. It was turned over to him and we are await-
ing test results, though we don’t suspect CWD at this time. 

I have heard it whispered that CWD is probably already 
present in Louisiana and we just have not found it yet. Let’s 
hope not and do everything we can to keep it that way. ■

ers to import parts from cervids taken in other states. They 
include cut and wrapped meat, boned-out meat or quarters 
with no part of the spinal column or head attached, and clean 
skull plates with antlers. The hunting regulations pamphlet 
contains a complete listing. 

Also in 2018, the LWFC prohibited supplemental deer feeding 
in East Carroll, Madison and Tensas parishes. This action was 
also a declaration of emergency in response to the discovery 
of a buck testing positive for CWD in Mississippi’s Issaquena 
County, which borders northeast Louisiana. 

All commission actions in response to the growing CWD 
threat are part of LDWF’s CWD Response Plan. It is designed “to 
monitor and curb the potential spread of CWD into Louisiana.” 
CWD has been discovered 
in 25 states, including Texas, 
Arkansas and Mississippi. 
It is no joke, and neither are 
actions wildlife agencies are 
forced to take in efforts to stop 
the spread of CWD. ■

Marine Construction
Supplies

(All Materials for 
Raising Houses & Camps)

Vinyl Sheetpiling 
Manufactured 
by  Tidewall

MCM Lumber Co.
4546 Hwy. 357

Opelousas, LA 70570
(337) 948-3601

Charlie Hebert
Jamey Kelly

Mike Higginbotham

Complete Line of
• TIMBERS • LUMBER • HARDWARE 

•POLES • PILINGS

The LDWF has pamphlets and other information avail-
able regarding its decision to ban natural deer urine 
and scents during the upcoming deer season.

Retired Wildlife Enforcement 
Lieutenant Colonel Keith 
LaCaze spent 34 years 
with the LDWF beginning 
in 1977. LaCaze is happily 
married to wife Mitzi and 
the father of two children.
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V enturing into the woods 
during the hottest months 
can produce some delicious 
foods, but it’s also when 

the most-dangerous animals are active. 
Yet nothing will stop me from my fun, 
summer activities like daytime frog-
ging, wade-fishing secluded river ponds, 
scouting for deer, harvesting fruits and 
hunting mushrooms. 

Last year, I was able to harvest the two 
biggest rattlesnakes I have ever laid eyes 
on in one day, while seeking mushrooms 
and hogs. Or should I say, they laid eyes 
on me. However, I struck first to get two 
beautiful hides and some of the tastiest 
wild meat available.

I’ve had most of my many close encoun-
ters with angry mother bears with cubs 
during the summer when they are roam-
ing around, not used to seeing people 
in the hot months. It’s now to the point 
where it is actually uncommon to not 
see a bear in a full day of exploring. The 
major problem during the summer is 
that the undergrowth is so thick, by the 

time a bear is spotted, it’s often less than 
20 yards away.

This past April, I heard some strange 
noises up above me while in a cutover 
during a bow hunt for turkeys. Before I 
even had a chance to see what was up 
in the tree, I heard the eerie clacking-
jaw noises of the mother bear who was 
standing on her back legs. The first noise 
was cubs in a treetop above. I saw that 
same group of bears several times that 
week. I found a hen turkey on a nest, but 
I never saw any gobblers.

Dry-land gators
Don’t expect the water creatures to 

stick to their aquatic lagoons during the 
warm months. I often see alligators just 
sitting in the middle of the dry woods 
and on trails. Usually, they are on hog 
paths, waiting for a piglet. Last summer, I 
ran right next to one while chasing hogs 
in the middle of the woods on a daytime 
frogging trip. I never knew that big 
8-footer was sitting there until I watched 
my headcam video a week later. 

Usually, alligators won’t mess with me 
when I’m wading in the water, frogging 
during the daytime. Last year, however, 
I had a massive alligator hidden under 
duckweed explode up and snap at me 
when I stepped right next to it walking 
in knee-deep water. Both of those gator 
videos can be found at https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=ZHV9qMdYts8

Once, while I was stalking hogs about 10 
yards from a pond, a big alligator charged 
through submerged shrubs and onto the 
water’s edge, very angry at me. At first, 
I thought it was a large hog exploding 
from cool water until all the earth being 
moved was coming my way. I later found 
out that gator had babies nearby, which 
is when they really get aggressive.

Still, it’s the snakes that present the big-

Rattlesnakes make 
a Delicious Dinner 
Snakes are a regular find on summer days afield; know which ones you can takE

The author harvested two huge 
rattlesnakes and a hog for some 
grilled snakechops and porkchops.

Joshua Chauvin

Apex 
Predator

Joshua Chauvin is a health-focused ultra-
marathon runner who goes on solo manual-
powered public land adventures focusing 
on hunting big game and large fish by using 
challenging methods and weapons. He enjoys 
self-filming and sharing the tactics and details 
from his expeditions to help others learn from 
his unique techniques.
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gest threat, in my opinion. Nothing is scarier than when I acci-
dently step on vipers without seeing them because I only wear 
old running shoes. It’s the highly camouflaged copperheads 
that remain hidden the best, but those moccasins blend in very 
well, too. 

Back during my high-school and college years, I used to catch 
and sell lizards, snakes, turtles, beetles and frogs. I’d go alone 
every night to most-distant swamps where others didn’t go to 
fill my cages with critters. Busting through shoulder-high briar 
patches and going in waist-deep water, I came home bloodied 
and bitten up from head to toe nightly. My legs looked like I had 
third-degree burns year-round from the hundreds of pickers 
that stuck me nightly.

Good snake luck
Fortunately, in the days before I used a cell phone — when 

no one knew where I was venturing off to — I was never bitten 
by a poisonous snake. However, getting bit by non-poisonous 
snakes was a nightly occurrence, often several times a night, 
because snakes yielded the highest pay. Still, it was all the 
stinging and biting bugs that 
hurt the most, especially the 
dreaded wheel bug.

I only sold non-poisonous 
snakes, so the only poison-
ous snake I’d ever harvest 
was a canebrake rattlesnake, 
because those are one of my 
favorite foods. Still, it was the 
water moccasins that always 
came within inches of me 
since I was often walking in 
ditches looking for tree frogs. 
Catching lizards sleeping in 
all of the tall brush at night 
meant there was no way to 
see what you were stepping 
on beneath the branches, 
which was scary since I only 
wore old shoes. Wearing 
boots was pointless since I 
had to cross many canals that 
were 6 feet deep.

Stepping on snakes is one 
thing, but reaching into rotten 
logs and feeling a snake always 
freaked me out even more. But 
that was the only way to dig 
out the big beetles I would sell. 
Snakes don’t appreciate some-
one’s hands reaching into their 
lair and breaking it apart. Still, 
catching hundreds of beetles 
from a single, rotten stump or 
tree made for some fun days 
on the job.

Luckily, when it comes to 
rattlesnakes, they alert you 
before you step on them — 
well, usually! On my first day 
of hog hunting during last 
year’s September shotgun 

nutria season, a massive rattler as long as I am tall didn’t make 
a sound as I walked right over it. I jumped away quickly when 
I realized what I was walking over, as it began to coil up into a 
striking position.

I couldn’t believe I didn’t get to down a hog that day after several 
close pig encounters. But to my excitement, I came across another 
giant canebreak rattler that afternoon. This was a beautiful, silver-
colored one that alerted me first by rattling its 15 buttons. 

The next day, I struck down a nice sow hog for a picture taken 
with the snake hides that I tanned myself.

I got another rattler for the pot a couple of weeks later while 
hunting pigs. Amazingly, I found a shed and caught a nice 
snapping turtle after downing a hog. That was one productive 
weekend.

The pigs aren’t really any danger unless I walk up on their 
nest. When I see a big pile of brush stacked several feet high, I 
become extremely cautious. The only times I’ve been charged 
by an unwounded pig is when I’ve accidently stumbled across 
their nest. 

continues >
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DUCK BOATS

BASS BOATS

CHECK OUT WHAT

FROM

TO

FOR A FULL LINE OF GATOR TRAX BOATS, VISIT
WWW.GATORTRAXBOATS.COM

CAN DO FOR YOU

I’ve seen many piglet nests, which are easi-
est to notice in palmetto woods. The sow will 
pile up chomped off palmetto leaves for her 
young. If the pile of leaves is still green, it’s 
time to watch your backside.

Be sure never to harm king snakes, since 
they eat poisonous snakes. Last summer, I 
saw one swallow a water moccasin that was 
nearly the same size as the king snake. King 
snakes do sell for a lot of money and aren’t as 
aggressive as others I have caught, so I used 
to love finding them. However, they still leave 
a good mark when they bite you.

Regulation details
Remember, WMA hog-hunting regulations 

are not only listed in the hunting pamphlet, 
but many of the details on the specific crow 
and nutria seasons allowing public-land pig 
hunting are listed in the trapping pamphlet. 
The WMA raccoon and opossum regulations 
aren’t listed in the hunting pamphlet but are 
in the trapping pamphlet. The details on rec-
reational snake regulations are found in the 
huge several hundred-page Title 56 and Title 
76 documents. Authorities who studied the 

documents and listed the specific codes told 
me canebrake rattlers are legal to harvest for 
food. Keep in mind that eastern diamond 
back rattlesnakes, along with many others, 
are illegal to harvest. It’s always best to make 
a phone call when needed to find out any 
specific regulations.

Still, I never feel I ever need to carry any type 
of weapon for protection in Louisiana. Next 
month I go to Colorado, where I bear hunt 
alone. Being awakened by a bear near my tent 
and stalking those big bruins with my recurve 
and no firearm is always more frightening 
than anything I’ve experienced in the South. 
However, not having to worry about stepping 
on snakes up there is nice.

In Louisiana, I leave all snakes alone unless 
I’m going to eat them, so luckily, it’s only the 
biggest canebrake rattlers that have to fear 
me. In the coming weeks, I’ll be on the hunt 
for giant purple muscadines, maypops and 
golden chanterelles, but also hoping to hear a 
dinner bell rattle beneath my feet. ■

continued

Apex 
Predator This was the biggest rattlesnake 

the author ever harvested; it made 
for many delicious meals.
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h unters are accustomed to 
dealing with the critters so 
commonly encountered in 
their outdoor pursuits. From 

slithering serpents to biting flies, they are 
always on the lookout for things that seek 
to inflict pain — or worse — upon being 
inadvertently threatened. After all, there 
are spray repellents to keep the mos-
quitoes and other flies at bay, and snake 
encounters are typically avoided by an 
alternate path. 

It’s no surprise that spiders are a com-
mon culprit for hunters’ annual ailments 
in the field, some even resulting in 
hospital visits. A single bite can result in 
serious ramifications if left unidentified or 
untreated. Besides, there’s just something 
about the 8-legged type that so often 
puts a special fear into the boldest of 
outdoorsman. 

It is this very feeling that struck me with a 
vengeance the first time I lifted the lid on 
an Avoyelles Parish pit blind lid to find the 
underside littered with what appeared as 
shiny black marbles with legs. Upon closer 
inspection the marbles were identified to 
be the Southern black widow, Latrodectus 

mactans, complete with a number of their 
tell-tale egg sacs. 

Though the initial reaction may have 
prescribed setting the whole pit ablaze, 
cooler heads prevailed to dispatch all vis-
ible with a boot heel followed by a thor-
ough application of insecticide for good 
measure. Over the course of preparation 
for the subsequent waterfowl season as 
well as in the initial month of the season 
while still mild, more than 30 widows 
were killed in a single pit blind. 

Information published by the University 
of Florida’s Department of Entomology 
and Nematology advises that bites from 
the Southern black widow and its other 
variations are common. Symptoms of a 
bite are often described as flu-like, with 
potential for headaches, chills, nausea, 
fever, hypertension, shortness of breath, 
cramping, muscle pain and severe 
abdominal pain. Similar symptoms are 
often observed from the bite of a Brown 
Recluse spider as well.

While the initial sighting of the tell-tale 
round black abdomen and red hour-glass 
may be particularly jarring, bites for oth-
erwise healthy adults may be addressed 

with pain-management medications as 
well as general wound care to prevent 
infection. Only in the event of a particu-
larly severe reaction would antivenin be 
administered, and most bite victims 
recover within a couple of days.

According to the American Association 
of Poison Control Centers, approximately 
2,200 people are bitten in the United 

an 8-lEggEd thrEat
BLACK WIDOWS COMMON IN 
WARM-WEATHER HUNTING

Southern black widow spiders are easily identified 
by the black, marble-shaped body and red, 
hourglass markings. INSET: Damp, enclosed places 
like a pit blind that’s been empty since last duck 
season are places you can expect to meet spiders.

fiEld notEs

Photos by Darren Digby

By darren digby
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States by black widows every 
year; however, there hasn’t 
been a fatality since 1983.

Unfortunately, when hunters 
head afield, spiders have an 
affinity for the same places, 
including pit blinds, as I’ve 
discovered on multiple occa-
sions. Deer stands, sheds, 
garages, wood piles and other 
dark places are prime habitat 
for a widow to make a home, 
as well as other spider species 
common to our region. 

Shaking out shoes and boots 
stored outdoors before slip-
ping on is also recommended, 
especially that pair of knee 
boots or waders that have 
hung in the shed for the entire 
offseason. For hunters head-
ing out this month to brush 
teal blinds or prepare stands 
for early bow season, wearing 
gloves can also go a long way 
in preventing a bite. 

When it comes to eradication, 
be sure to choose a treatment 
that is specific to spiders, as 
the active ingredient in many 
sprays can be minimally 
effective on them, despite 
performing well on insects. 
Homemade vinegar solutions 
are reported to be effective 
as well, without the chemical 
dosing. Including liquid soap 
in the homemade mixture 
helps with adhesion to your 
target, be it preventative 
application in likely habitats 
or directly upon the spiders 
themselves. 

Though the symptoms of 
an untimely bite can be man-
aged, a bit of awareness and 
prevention can go a long way 
in keeping the arachnids from 
your favorite fall locales. Next 
time you slide that pit blind lid 
or swing open the box stand 
door, keep an eye out for black 
marbles that seem strangely 
out of place. ■

For over 20 years Kent® Cartridge has produced the Fasteel® line of steel shot waterfowl 
loads that are a favorite with many waterfowl hunters all over North America. Known for 
its high-velocities and ultra-reliable performance in all weather conditions at a reason-
able price, Fasteel non-toxic shells can be found in most popular sporting goods stores.
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corrosion protection from the elements. In addition, improvements in powder technolo-
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uniformity and managed recoil.  Custom blended, low-� ash powders provide consistent, 
clean-burning performance and maintain SAAMI standards for pressure and velocity 
across the temperature spectrum.   

No matter where your hunt takes you, or the conditions, Kent Fasteel 2.0 is sure to 
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For south Louisiana residents, Sept. 10 is a day 
that’s both feared and celebrated. That’s the 
date, historians tell us, that more tropical 

systems have existed in the Atlantic Basin than any 
other date.

Leading up to Sept. 10, the region climbs a devilish 
roller coaster of destruction, with higher potential 
for storms each day than the day before. Worried 
residents watch newscasts and surf the internet, 
scanning for any twist that might suck up warm 
ocean waters and turn them into Mother Nature’s 
pinwheel of death.

After that date, though, the ride no one wants to be 
on begins to head downhill. The chances for tropical 
activity are still sky-high, but each day provides a bit 
more safety and security than the one prior. 

Storms and hurricanes 
that go somewhere 
else along the Gulf 
Coast do a whole lot 
of good for the � shing 
in south Louisiana.

trade-off

continues >>>

Tropical

trade-off

Tropical
storm

By Todd Masson

Tropical storms and hurricanes usually 
improve Gulf Coast fishing because of the 
influx of water with high salinity levels.
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In all actuality, the Louisiana coast is missed by storms more 
years than it’s hit. Even those that enter the Gulf are more likely 
to go somewhere else, simply because we’re a relatively small per-
centage of the linear coast.

But that doesn’t mean we don’t feel impacts from storms that 
race to Texas, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida or even Mexico. Our 
shingles may all stay intact, and all our trees may remain standing, 
but along the coast, even distant storms leave their mark.

Most often, that’s in the form of elevated tides, and in September, 
those “storm surges” usually set in motion a chain of events that 
lead to some really good fishing.

That was certainly the case last year when Tropical Storm 
Gordon lurched into the Alabama coast in early September. 
Classes were canceled across southeast Louisiana in anticipation 
of the storm, but residents surely wondered why. Throughout the 
approach and landfall, skies were clear and winds were light out of 
the east, then the north.

Along the coast, however, tides were 2 feet above normal. That 
flooded a few docks, and although it may have been inconvenient 
for tennis-shoed anglers, the surge provided a big-time payoff, 
according to Corey Gradwohl, a Delacroix guide.

“The fishing changed overnight with Gordon,” he said. “All of a 
sudden, there were redfish everywhere we went.

“Tropical storms, in general, make the fishing awesome. They 
bring the salinity level way up, and the bait gets pushed in. The 
fishing gets really good, because the fish follow the bait.”

Gradwohl said he and other guides went from fishing all day for 
limits of reds to catching them in the first hour of the day, often at 
their first stop.

It’s often shrimp that seem to get pushed in with tropical events, 
Gradwohl said, but last year, it was mullet. They were simply 
everywhere when the storm was blowing in water, and they never 
left once it retreated.

“It’s always a really good sign if you see shrimp in the interior 
marsh, but it doesn’t have to be shrimp,” Gradwohl said. “They eat 
mullet, too.”

Fishing is great while storm tides are high and after they retreat, 
Gradwohl said, but he fishes very differently depending on water 
level.

Residents just have to 
get past Sept. 10.

continues >>>

Todd Masson

Tropical storm trade-off
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The popular port of Delacroix is located in 
St. Bernard Parish, just about as far east as 
you can get by car in Southeast Louisiana. 

Water access is provided at either of two 
marinas, Sweetwater and Serigne’s, both of 
which charge $10 to access their backdown 
ramps. Both marinas offer fuel, ice, drinks 
and limited tackle and food. Sweetwater also 
features lodging.

What you need to know

Delacroix

In high-water conditions, guide Corey 
Gradwohl fishes points in Delacroix waters, 
especially with live shrimp he hooks through 
the head (above right).
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“W
hile the water’s up, you want to get where you 
normally can’t get,” he said. “Push way back 
into the ponds that are normally too shallow. 
Get in there, and get real tight to the grass. The 

fish will be right up against it.
“Once it starts to fall, the bait gets sucked out, and the fish 

just wait on it.”
In either situation, Gradwohl targets the fish with live shrimp 

about 2 feet under Four Horsemen corks. When the 
water’s up, he throws the bait as close to the edge of 
the spartina as he can, often casting onto the grass 
and dragging it off. When the water’s lower, how-
ever, he’ll fish as far as 10 feet off the shoreline.

But he almost always focuses on points.
“You definitely want to find moving water; there’s 

no doubt about that,” he advised. “Redfish are entirely 
tide-driven, so you want to find some good, hard 
points with tide going across them. You’ll have bait 
moving across that point. Throw right up on that point. That’s 
where the fish will be.

“Fish every side of the point. Make just a few casts. You’ll 
know it if they’re there.”

But don’t camp in one spot too long, he advised.

Fish live shrimp as close to 
marsh edges as possible to give 
redfish a chance to find it.

Tropical storm trade-off

continues >
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Bass will hit buzzbaits at 
Delacroix in September; fish 
them over matted grass.

The fishing during or after a storm surge 
can often be so good that anglers will catch 
their limits of redfish within minutes. That can 
leave them wondering what else to do.

A good option in the Delacroix area is to 
target bass.

September isn’t exactly prime time for the 
green fish, but they will definitely bite this 
month, according to guide Corey Gradwohl.

He targets them first thing in the morning 
by throwing frogs or buzzbaits over matted 
grass. As the sun gets higher, he moves to 
areas with sparser grass and throws weedless 
gold spoons, like Johnson Silver Minnows.

Even in September, it’s easy to catch a few, 
and limits are certainly not unheard of. They 
become even more likely in the months 
ahead, Gradwohl said.

“The bass fishing will get better as we get 
closer to fall and that water cools a little bit,” 
he said. ■

Bass also 
a great option
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“E
ven if you make a cast and 
catch a fish, if you don’t catch 
another one in your next 10 
or 20 casts, move,” he said. 

“Don’t sit in one spot, especially this 
time of year. Those fish are on the move. 
They’re very active. So you want to move 
a lot as well.”

Gradwohl said some points will deliver 
just a handful of fish, while others will 
produce 20 or more. And productive 
points change by the day. He seldom 
catches significant numbers at a particu-
lar point two days in a row.

There are also no magic destinations, 
Gradwohl said. Literally, the entire marsh 
will be holding fish, although some areas 
will certainly be better than others on a 
particular day.

He recommended newcomers try 
Grand Lake, Lake Batola, Pointe Fienne 
and Lake John.

“If the water level’s high, push back into 
the marshes along those lakes,” he advised. 
“You’ll see fish back there tailing and 
pushing. If it’s normal height or lower, fish 
the shorelines, focusing on the points.”
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Tropical storm trade-off

Don’t waste time sitting on spots 
that aren’t productive. Reds are 
mobile, and you should be, too.

Todd Masson
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Todd Masson has 
covered outdoors 
in Louisiana for a 
quarter century, and 
is host of the Marsh 
Man Masson chan-
nel on YouTube.

No one wants to see Gulf 
Coast residents get hit by a 
tropical storm or hurricane, 
but unfortunately, it’s the rent 
we pay for living in such an 
incredible part of the world. 
Storms are going to come, 
and someone’s going to bear 
the brunt of them.

You may feel a bit like Nero, 
fiddling while Rome burns, 
but Mother Nature delivers 
a whole lot of good with the 
bad. You might as well take 
advantage of it. ■
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T he Lake Pontchartrain Basin has had quite a unique year, 
with multiple Bonnet Carre Spillway openings. That might 
scare the average angler away, but that’s fine with Capt. 

Justin Bowles, who targets September redfish in the Biloxi Marsh.
“So far, the Biloxi Marsh redfishing has stayed about (typical), 

and I would assume it’s going to stay the same,” he said.
That means really, really good fishing for Biloxi Marsh anglers.
One thing Bowles, of JB Fishing Charters, does is fish slightly 

deeper areas this time of year because of the scorching heat.
“In August and September, when it’s really hot, I normally find 

the fish more in the bigger bays and ponds with a little more 
depth,” said Bowles, who targets reds with H&H gold spinners 
teamed with limbo-slice colored Matrix Shad.

“If I see them moving at the spinnerbait and they’re not taking 
it, I’ll keep a craw rigged to throw behind it,” he said.

Bowles uses a 5/16-ounce weight in front of his Texas-rigged craw.

“I like to use something heavy that I can cast far,” he said. “I think 
being able to cast it further in shallow water is more important 
than the actual weight.”

When working a Texas-rigged bait, Bowles (985-969-2036) goes 
along in the marsh making casts toward the shoreline, rather 
than toward the open water.

“I sort of just drag it,” he said. “I don’t really pop it like you would 
a jig. I’m normally casting toward the bank and dragging it a 
ways off.

“When I get it halfway back to the boat, I’ll reel it up. If there is 
low water, I’ll fish it further off the bank. I find the fish won’t be 
right up on the bank.”

Bowles said one of the keys is to set your alarm clock early and 
get off the water early.

“I like to get out as early as possible and usually fish ‘til about 10 
or so,” he said. “You pretty much have what you’re going to catch 
by 10.”

If Bowles could hand-pick the conditions, he said he would 
choose a slight amount of breeze.

“I would want a little bit 
of wind because it’s so hot,” 
he said. “I still want to make 
it across Lake Borgne, but 
I would prefer maybe a 10 
mph wind or so whenever I’m 
actually in the marsh fishing 
to drift the boat and keep me 
not as hot.”

The redfish run the gambit 
on size, according to Bowles.

“That’s one thing about the 
Biloxi Marsh; you can catch a 
16-incher, and then you can 
catch a 27-incher on the next 
cast,” he said. “I find that you 
don’t really get on certain 
schools that are one size.” ■

— Joel Masson

redfish hotspots Guide Justin Bowles said 
redfish of all sizes have been 
biting this summer in Biloxi 
Marsh, and there’s no sign of 
a change coming.Biloxi marsh reds

have never quit biting, guide says

Photo courtesy Justin Bowles
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Chris Bush

speckled 
TruTh
Chris Bush

speckled 
TruTh

nose-hooked 
sofT JerkbaiTs
TRY THIS DIFFERENT WAY TO RIG POPULAR BAITS 
WHEN FISHING GETS TOUGH

One advantage of rigging a soft-plastic 
jerkbait with a nose hook? Most fish are 
hooked solidly in the corner of the jaw.

chances are, wherever you are, 
you are fishing in the month 
synonymous with transition:  
September. Aside from fish 

being unpredictable, weather conditions 
provide a sneak preview of an imminent 
fall season. 

In all honesty, trophy trout are hard to 
come by this month, but 30 days stand 
between you and, in my opinion, 60 days 
of the most productive fishing of the 
year. To prepare for that time, I want to 
discuss a technique that may provide 
tremendous value when water tempera-
tures begin their descent: nose-rigged 
soft-plastic jerkbaits.

About three years ago, I was introduced 
to this technique by a good friend and 
angler, Kyle Perry. Like me, Kyle is an offi-
cer in the U.S. Air Force and, as a result, 
fishes different parts of the United States. 
Right now, he’s in northern California, 
where he regularly fishes the California 
Delta and Lake Berryessa for remark-
ably large bass. When he heard about 
this technique, he was quick to pass it 
on so I could discover its potential on 

the inshore side of things. Simply put, it 
didn’t disappoint.

so WhaT is iT?
For all intent and purposes, it’s a 

modernized Banjo Minnow — for those 
of you who remember the lure sold on 
TV several years ago. The rig consists 
of an small Owner CPS coil spring, a 
1/0 Octopus or drop-shot hook, a soft-
plastic jerkbait of your choice and either 
a ⅓  2- or 1�16-ounce VMC or Eagle Claw 
nail weight as necessary. 

Getting started, take the coil spring and 
screw it into the nose of the bait to the 
point where it is fully embedded in the 
plastic. Then, take the hook and thread it 
through the top loop on the CPS, catch-
ing some of the plastic with the hook 
point on entry and exit. What this gives 
you is an anchor point on the nose of the 
bait and secures your lure so it doesn’t 
come off when casting or on the retrieve. 
The nail weights can be applied to pro-
vide the appropriate sink rate or help 
you out casting on windy days or fishing 
in heavy current.

WhaT does iT do?
Again, drawing comparisons to the 

infamous Banjo Minnow, it presents an 
extremely erratic, side-to-side motion 
with a very subtle fall. This can be great 
in a number of situations, but I’ve found 
it to be more successful on highly pres-
sured fish in clearer water. Also, it com-
pliments a topwater bite extremely well 
when fish aren’t fully committed. The 
rate of fall can be adjusted using the nail 
weights, but I’ve found that the lighter, 
the better. In other words, do not add 
weight if it can be avoided. 

pros and cons
Start with the ultimate pro: big fish like 

it. Fishing for years in Florida, I caught 

Chris Bush is an Air Force offi  cer and a licensed 
charter captain, husband and father. He spends 
his time targeting big speckled trout and shar-
ing knowledge on his website, Speckled Truth.

Christopher Bush
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more of my big trout on this rig than any 
other. The soft entry doesn’t spook shal-
low fish, and the action is extremely nat-
ural. And, using an exposed hook in the 
nose of the bait allows you to get away 
with minimal terminal tackle. Said a dif-
ferent way, you can downsize your leader 
because you don’t have to set the hook as 
forcefully. Also, going light with your ter-
minal gear allows you to make extremely 
long casts, again increasing your stealth 
and minimizing your presence. 

The main con to the rig is longevity. 

Expect a maximum of three to four fish 
on one soft-plastic bait, simply because 
when the fish commits, it’s often a head 
shot. On the hookset, the lure often rides 
up the line, which mangles the nose 
of the bait, and for most soft-plastic 
brands, there generally isn’t very much 
plastic there to begin with. This makes 
it difficult to reestablish an anchor point 
without compromising the action, so 
the best thing to do is swap out the soft-
plastic bait, which can be time consum-
ing because you have to remove the CPS 

and thread into a new tail. 

Which sofT 
plasTics?

Most companies have in their lineups a 
jerkbait of some kind, so really it’s a mat-
ter of which brand you like to use. That 
said, I’ve established confidence in a few 
brands, mainly because of density, action 
and profile. 

Slayer and Zoom make a myriad of dif-
ferent colors in traditional jerkbait styles. 

A nail weight, Owner CPS and 1/0 Octopus hook 
are the makings of a nose-hooked jerkbait rig.

A ZMan Jerk ShadZ can be nose-hooked without the 
screw-lock, but the nail weight is almost required.

continues >
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continued

Speckled 
Truth

Slayer’s Sinister Twitch Bait, or STB, and the 
Zoom Super Fluke are both 5 inches long and 
offer great action and color profiles, but giving 
weight to longevity, I prefer the STB.

The MirrOlure Provoker and Cajun Zydeco 
Shad have some similar, yet different quali-
ties. Both are 5 inches long, but instead of the 
forked tail, they both have a single darter-
style tail, with more action. The differences 
between the baits is the Zydeco Shad has more 
of a potbelly, which causes more or a horizon-
tal fall. The Provoker’s fall is led by its nose, 
so it’s more vertical. That said, the Provoker 
has more surface area around its nose, which 
makes it easier to insert the CPS. 

Lastly, the 5- of 7-inch ZMan Jerk ShadZ or 
the 6-inch Mann’s Hardnose provide great, 
larger profiles. I also like both because they 
offer unique qualities. The JerkshadZ is made 
of Elaztech, which allows you to skip using the 
CPS — making it quicker to change lures — 
and it offers a slower fall. That said, you have 
to use a nail weight with the ZMan because, 
without it, the lure will not sink.

The Hardnose is traditional plastic, but as the 
name suggests, the nose is hard. As a result, 
once the CPS is secured, it can last upwards of 
10 fish because it doesn’t tear up as easily as 
other soft plastics. Keeping that in mind, there 
is some rigidity to the bait, so the action isn’t 
as good, but it still produces. Last, they are 
hard to find, and the colors are pretty limited, 
so if you can find and buy them, I suggest you 

do it in bulk.

Parting shots
This technique is great for wary fish, espe-

cially in clear water. That said, I’ve noticed 
a few other things I’d like to leave with you. 
First, always use a loop knot and always insert 
the tag end through the eyelet on the side of 
the hook opening. This will increase the rate 
at which you land fish exponentially, mainly 
because it deals with the hook rotation in the 
fish’s mouth on the hookset. 

Always set the hook to the side instead of 
vertically. Again, this deals with the hook 
rotation in the fish’s mouth; you’ll find the 
hook in the corner of the mouth almost every 
time. And I always throw it on spinning tackle. 
I use a Shimano NASCI 3000 spooled with 
20-pound/6-pound Suffix 832 on a 7-foot, 
medium-action Laguna Liquid rod. This 
allows me to make extremely long casts, pro-
vide the walk-the-dog action and set the hook 
once the fish commits. 

Like anything in the fishing world, simplic-
ity lends success. So I encourage you to try 
this simple technique when fishing gets 
tough or fish aren’t responding to traditional 
offerings. It can be the difference between 
success and failure. ■

3909 HWY 90 EAST • LAKE CHARLES, LA
337-433-7019
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A Jacksonville, Fla., fisherman 
has been smiling ear to ear 
ever since Cotton Cordell 
Lures downsized one of his 

favorite artificial lures for speckled trout: 
the Pencil Popper.

“They always had a real big one. It was 
fine for tarpon or big (jack crevalle), 
but a little too big for trout and redfish,” 
Chris Holleman said.

Holleman was talking about the 7-inch 
Pencil Popper, a 2-ounce topwater 
known, at least in and around Florida, 
for putting fish in the boat. Ditto for the 
1-ounce, 6-inch model.

Holleman, a Cotton Cordell pro staffer, 
had clamored for years for an even 
smaller model and got it when the 
artificial lure manufacturer recently 
introduced the C64, a 4½-inch, ¾-ounce 
Pencil Popper. It’s been game-on ever 
since and bad news for speckled trout, 
redfish, stripers, bass, musky and espe-
cially snook.

“Snook require a more durable lure like 
this one. It’s likely to become a favorite 
among snook enthusiasts,” Holleman said.

make Long casts
There are multiple reasons for its suc-

cess, he said.
“Basically, in my opinion, it’s the lon-

gest-casting, topwater walk-the-dog style 
lure that there is. It’s very well-balanced. 
It seems to pick out the big trout in the 
bunch,” Holleman said.

How does he know? Holleman, 48, is 
a 13-year veteran game warden for the 
Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation 
Commission who also guides part-time 
and loves to throw the smaller, silver/
black back Pencil Popper into mullet 
milling on the surface along the St. John’s 
River, the Intracoastal Waterway and all 
of its tributaries.

“Typically, where I throw it is in the 
middle of schools of mullets already 
getting crashed by trout,” he said. “Fish 
seem to pick that out among all those 
mullet. Oh, yeah.”

Pencil Poppers are notoriously effective 
as walk-the-dog-type topwaters. They 
have something else going for them, too, 
he points out, noting that the concave 
mouth catches and throws water to cre-

ate a disturbance on the surface. 

Walker/popper
“We can walk, it but it also has a con-

cave head and pops, too,” Holleman said.
Pencil Poppers sport solid hardware, 

including black nickel No. 2 treble hooks 
and strong split-rings. Tarpon are known 
to straighten hooks and split-rings on 
some walk-the-dog topwaters, but not 
the Pencil Popper, he said.

For sure, it’s a go-to artificial lure for 
Holleman, who specializes in light-tackle 
inshore fishing trips for his Blue Cyclone 
Inland Charters.

“I particularly like to throw it over the 
top of oyster mounds as the tide is fall-
ing, right before they uncover, and then 
right when they first cover up (on a rising 
tide). Then, we have a lot of marsh grass 
islands to fish. It also works well around 
spoil outlets,” he said.

An angler shows 
a speckled trout 
hooked and landed 
on a Pencil Popper.

Don Shoopman

Lure 
review

‘puny’ Pencil Poppers

Don Shoopman fishes for freshwater and 
saltwater species mostly in and around the 
Atchafalaya Basin and Vermilion Bay. He 
moved to the Sportsman’s Paradise in 1976, 
and he and his wife June live in New Iberia. 
They have two grown sons.
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His favorite time to coax speckled 
trout into biting it is early in the 
morning or as the sun goes down and, 
he said, at night, when he catches 
bigger trout around spoil islands and 
other structure.

“I do a lot of night fishing. They’re 
going to find that lure,” he said.

Pencil Poppers have given Holleman 
and others plenty of thrills. He used 
to throw a bone Zara Spook reli-
giously until he got his hands on the 
Pencil Poppers.

The 41/2-inch Pencil Poppers appar-
ently are gaining more and more 
popularity along the Florida coast.

More than a 
trout lure

“They’ve always been well known for 
striped bass fishing. Now that we’ve 
got one, I’m sure the word will get 
out,” he said.

“It’s a great lure if you get into big jack crevalle. It’s sturdy, and 
it holds up,”

For more information on the C64 Pencil Popper and other 
Cotton Cordell Lures, visit www.CottonCordellLures.com. ■

Fishermen now have three sizes of 
Pencil Poppers to choose from (top to 
bottom): 41/2, 6 and 7 inches.

1015 STEPHENSVILLE RD. • MORGAN CITY •  985-385-1323 • 1-866-238-8353 • SCULLYBOATS.COM • INFO@SCULLYSALUMINUMBOATS.COM

SCULLY'S CUSTOMIZED
ALUMINUM BOATS
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trout hotspots

So we all know of this summer’s fishing woes. It was an 
awful summer for trout hunters, unless, of course, you fish 
to the east or west of the waters so adversely affected by 

the high river.
But now the spillway is closed, some saltier waters have had 

time to disperse much of the muddy river water, and things are 
trying to settle into some new kind of normal pattern.

Capt. Eric Olsen of Saltwater Therapy Charters (504-715-3006) 
is one of a team of several guides who pound the waters out of 
Shell Beach every day in pursuit of the speckled species as well 
as the spot-tail bronze beasts, and he said this summer was by 
far the worst he’s seen.

“But that’s behind us now, and that’s where we want to keep 
it — in the rear-view mirror,” Olsen said. “The positive prospect is 
for saltier water and better fishing ahead. 

Transition time?
“But now we also enter into what are normally the transition 

months. Transition time is always challenging for anglers, but this 
year especially so,” he said. “The action we’re seeing right now is 
what we expected to see two months ago, so the spillway open-
ing seems to have set our usual action back by a couple months. 
We wonder if the transition will be delayed, but I don’t think it 

Fishing the fringes for freckled fish
A September speckled trout strategy for Shell Beach

will, at least not by much. After all, the freshwater doesn’t stop 
the clock or delay the arrival of fall, and I suspect their normal 
instincts will kick in and send them into the transition patterns 
as the freshwater retreats. Will complete normalcy resume? We’ll 
see. It’ll be a period of discovery, but you can be sure we’ll be 
pounding the water to find and follow them.”

September strategy
• Fringe bays. “I’ll focus on the fringe bays, all the big bodies 

of water on the edges,” Olsen said. “That would be Bay Eloi, The 
Rocks at the end of the MRGO, Lake Anastasia and up the edges 
of the Biloxi Marsh around Christmas Camp Lake — in that whole 
area. It should hold trout and reds, and live shrimp under a cork is 
the best bet, but the plastic bite should get better also.”

• Don’t get married to one spot. Be prepared to move 
around, and be prepared to travel. 

“Transition trout can be one place today and somewhere else 
tomorrow,” Olsen said. “This is a hunt, and you can’t be lazy. Too 
many anglers park and shop and hope fish come along. From 
now through fall, you have to be more aggressive and ready 
to move when you’re only catching junk fish, undersize fish or 
nothing at all. Give it 10 minutes to produce, then move. If you’ve 
tried several spots in the same bay and nothing is happening, 
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Guide Eric Olsen said he does 
plenty of moving while hunt-
ing for September specks out 
of  Shell Beach.

move to another body of water.”
• Try drifting. “Sometimes the fish are finicky, and they’ll only 

bite when you’re drifting,” Olsen said. “Somehow, your moving 
boat makes the bait more enticing. But if you start catching fish, 
stick there and see if there’s more. If nothing happens in 10 min-
utes, resume the drift. Also, try re-drifting that same area where 
you caught the previous fish.”

• Switch baits. “It’s weird, but this time of year, we’ll see fish bite 
only live shrimp; they won’t touch plastic,” Olsen said. “But we also 
see the opposite on occasion, when plastic will outfish the live 
stuff. So try everything — different plastics, different colors — 
but don’t leave the dock without live stuff in the baitwell.”

• Moving water. “Fish moving water, rising or falling, and 
always look for signs of bait in the water and for seagulls diving at 
the surface,” Olsen said. “You can usually catch keeper size specks 
in the fall under the birds.”

• Think big. Don’t be afraid to poke your nose out into the 
sound to try to find some bigger fish. 

“The big specks usually still hang outside in September, and rigs 
and reefs and islands are definitely worth trying on calmer days,” 
Olsen said. “Bottom-fish with live croakers or shrimp at the rigs, 
and under corks or try free-lining plastics or even topwater baits 
at the islands for both specks and reds. I suspect they’ll be some 
nice sized trout in the Sound in September, so don’t hesitate to 
give it a shot.” ■

— Rusty Tardo

3710 Robertson St. • Metairie, LA

504-836-6885
www.bayououtboards.com
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TrouT hoTspoTs

T hey’re big, fat and sassy, and they’ll drive you crazy.
That’s about the best description of the largely impres-

sive, yellowmouth speckled trout of the Calcasieu estuary.
Moving out of the depths of the Calcasieu Ship Channel in 

September, large speckled trout — in good numbers — will fol-
low two bait primary bait species onto shallow flats, shell reefs 
and mounds: white shrimp and baitfish. And having survived the 
rigors of a spawn lasting approximately five months, the big lady 
trout will be in a feeding mood — quite hungry and voracious as 
they seek to fatten up before colder waters appear in December.

And two Calcasieu Estuary anglers will be feverishly after these 
hefty yellowmouths — each targeting these big ladies with 
different styles and lures that prove largely to be successful in 
September and during the fall.

WhiTe shrimp migraTion
“It’s all about the white shrimp,” said Ken Chaumont of Lake Charles, 

owner of Egret Baits, whose VuDu Shrimp is widely popular.
It is well known that white shrimp move from Louisiana estua-

rine marshes into lakes and bays before moving out into the Gulf 

as water temperatures cool. Unlike brown shrimp, white shrimp 
invading inland lakes and estuaries are relatively large; it’s not 
uncommon to find them up to 5 inches long before they head 
out to the Gulf. 

“We catch some quality trout here in the fall, beginning in Sep-
tember,” Chaumont said. “I find they are really fat at this time of 
the year as they gorge themselves on shrimp and baitfish.”

Impressive 15-fish limits of trout ranging from 14 to 25 inches 
are not uncommon. Their size far exceeds the loads of smaller 
fish usually taken in the summer.

Using VuDu Shrimp, Chaumont will target these trout from Com-
missary Point and follow schools all the way north to smaller Lake 
Charles, running up to I-10 in the city limits as fall progresses.

In September, Chaumont will have two rods with VuDu Shrimp 
rigged, one a 6-foot-8, medium-light baitcasting rod with 
12-pound fluorocarbon line spooled on a Shimano Chronarch 
for free-lining either 3¼  - or 4-inch VuDu Shrimp, and the other a 
7-foot, medium-light spinning rod with 12-pound fluorocarbon 
spooled to a Tsunami spinning reel. On the business end of this 
spinning equipment will be a VuDu cork set above the shrimp. 

Calcasieu estuary south, west of Lake Charles offers great fi shing for the dream trout
calcasieu’s yellowmouths Fat, sassy

Chris Berzas
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OPPOSITE: The large lady yellowmouth trout of the Calcasieu Estuary are 
quite seductive to anglers. On their September diet are white shrimp, which 
migrate throughout the estuary in September and during the fall.

Ken Chaumont will often keep another rod nearby with a double-rigged set 
of VuDu Shrimp ready when action gets fast and furious under the gulls.
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VuDu Corks are densely coated and weighted with heavy, brass 
balls that emit a loud clacking sound, imitating feeding behavior 
and attracting trout according to Chaumont, who will often keep 
another rod nearby with a double-rigged set of VuDu Shrimp for 
when action gets fast and furious under the gulls.

pick your birds
Chaumont will fish under gulls in September with some reser-

vation. 
“Smaller groups of birds are usually a sign of larger trout, and I’ll 

stay with them as opposed to fishing under larger numbers of 
birds indicating many smaller fish,” he said. “If the birds are hovering 
in one location for a while, I will cast VuDu Shrimp under the VuDu 
Cork. If the birds are moving fast, I will follow them and target trout 
by free-lining VuDu Shrimp. 

“I will use a pop-pop-and-stop action when using a cork, and I’ll 
swim the VuDu Shrimp when 
free-lining.”

Chaumont always tries to 
match the size of the shrimp 
in the water with his artificial 
shrimp, moving between the 
3¼  - and 4-inch lures when 
necessary. For colors, he will 
throw the natural, gold or 
white in clear water, and root 
beer or magic when waters are 
wind-swept and murky. 

Throughout the estuary, from 
Turner’s Bay northwards to 
Lake Charles, Chaumont will 
fish scattered structure, includ-
ing shell reefs, mounds and 
humps. Most of the shell reefs 
are from just south of Turner’s 
Bay to Turner’s Island. The shal-
lows around Turner’s Island 
will also hold good trout, espe-
cially where marsh and reeds 
meet the lake.

In Prien Lake and Lake 
Charles, anglers will locate 
trout at differing depths with 
contour variations not too far 
from the ship channel. In Lake 
Charles, there are mounds and 
humps scattered near the ship 
channel, and expansive flats on 
the east side and beachfront. 

The best days to fish are 
weekdays; when small groups 
of birds begin working the 
flats and Lake Charles beach-
front, the word gets out, and 
there is much fishing pressure 
on the weekends.
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trout hotspots

Calcasieu’s yellowmouths 
continued >

Baitfish movement
Baitfish are also moving out of the shal-

low nurseries of the Calcasieu estuary; 
these include pogies (Gulf menhaden), 
glass minnows, bay anchovies (saltwa-
ter sardines), striped mullet and in the 
extreme northern end of the estuary — 
even threadfin shad.

It’s a rich buffet for these large, lady 
speckled trout, as Brian Windsor of Tidal 
Charters LLC in Lake Charles knows all 
too well. It’s the reason he’ll chiefly use 
suspending baits and topwaters to target 
larger speckled trout south to north across 
the estuary.

“On a good day in the fall, an angler can 
catch a limit of 14- to 20-inch trout with 
a good 4- or 5-pounder in the mix,” said 
Windsor (337-884-9748). “I will start at 
Turner’s or Prien Lake and fish flats close to 
the ship channel. As the water tempera-
tures get even colder in the fall, I tend to 
stay north all the way up to Lake Charles 

Caught in August, this 26-inch trout 
released by Lake Charles’ Brian Windsor 
is an example of the quality of specks 
that will only increase in numbers as 
September comes around.
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for the better fish.”
Windsor fishes suspending twitchbaits 

and topwaters on spinning equipment. 
His favorite September lures are suspend-
ing MirrOdines on a 30-pound mono 
leader attached with a Uni-Knot splice 
to 20-pound Daiwa J-Braid spooled on a 
Daiwa Fuego LT 3000 spinning reel on a 
7-foot Daiwa Tatula rod.

“I can make really far casts with those 
MirrOdines with spinning equipment 
as opposed to baitcasters,” he said. “This 
is also very useful, as I also wade-fish for 
specks, on occasion, all-year long.”

Although he chiefly uses his boat when 
he has clients, he will wade when he is fish-
ing for himself or scouting for trout.

It is very important that visiting anglers 
be aware that it is best to take up wade-
fishing with experienced anglers or 
guides. Experienced anglers are aware of 
the best bottoms that can hold anglers, 
saving them from falls or mishaps occur-
ring when walking over unstructured shell 
or soft, muddy bottoms.

“At Turner’s and Prien Lake, I will stay 

close to the ship channel but venture 
slowly out to shallower humps and flats,” 
he said. 

“When fishing shallow waters, I will give 
those twitchbaits a 4 or 5 count to hover 
them right off the bottom. In 6 feet of 
water, sometimes I will just work them 2 
feet under to get strikes. It depends on 
what the fish want.”

Windsor likes natural or white MirrOdines 
in clear water and black/orange when 
waters are stained and murky.

“I will also fish birds — especially when 
I see six to 10 birds working, which indi-
cated larger trout,” he said. “Often, in the 
fall, you can see larger groups of birds 
which usually mean loads of ladyfish and 
white trout or small speckled trout slightly 
above the length limit.

As waters cools, Windsor fishes flats, 
humps and shallows in Lake Charles. He 
will also find good fishing on the beach-
front using Down South Lures: basic 
glow and natural when waters are clear, 
and magic grass (avocado) when waters 
are stained.

Boat launch  
locations

For mid-lake locations such as Commis-
sary Point, Hebert’s Landing is a great 
place, with ample parking, to launch.

For Turner’s Bay and Moss Lake, Calcasieu 
Point is the closest launch with ample 
parking and great fish-cleaning facilities.

When fishing Prien Lake, Prien Lake Park 
offers a great site with plenty of parking 
to launch your boat. Also, Lake Charles 
can be accessed from Prien Lake Park 
launch by traveling north along the well-
marked channel. ■

— Chris Berzas
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for 50 years, Mike White has fished 
Grand Isle, pursuing his passion not 
just to catch speckled trout, but to 

catch big speckled trout.
“And bull reds,” he said, “which are already 

showing up in the passes.”
 And now that he’s retired from the 

marine industry, White spends his time 
doing just that. And he has a routine that 
he’s honed to a science that he’ll adhere 
to from now through mid-October.

morning rocks
“In the mornings, I fish along the rocks 

just out of Caminada Pass,” he said. “I’ll 
fish a sliding-sinker rig with a live croaker 
using a ½- or ¾-ounce weight, and I drop 
it right along the edge of the rocks where 
the big trout like to swim. Yes, I do lose 
a lot of tackle, because you will snag the 

rocks. But it’s the price you pay to catch 
the bigger fish.”

White said live shrimp and cork rigs 
might produce more numbers of fish, but 
he’s not out just for quantity of fish but 
for quality. 

beach combing
“Also in the mornings, when the winds 

and seas allow it, I’ll fish the beaches for 
big trout,” said White, who looks for trout 
to always bite best on an incoming tide. 
He uses the same sliding-sinker rig and 
bait on the beach as he does on the rocks.

“The key to success on the beach is to 
find a rip current coming out away from 
the beach,” he said. “The big fish like to 
hang out along that current, inhaling 
whatever bait flows out in their direction. 
Sometimes, I have to run all the way to 

Fouchon to find the right current, but 
when I find it, I find the fish.

shuck The oysTers
“Next, I’ll fish the seed oyster reefs on the 

east side of the bridge,” he said. “I catch a 
lot of fish along those seed reefs, and I fish 
them the exact same way: Carolina rig on 
the bottom using live croakers.

“This is the method I’ll follow from 
now through mid-October, when I’ll put 
down the rods and pick up the rifles and 
shotguns.”

bonus bulls
A bonus, White said, is that he can fish 

the passes for bull reds in the afternoons 
when the tide is falling.

“Yesterday afternoon, I caught 
a 30-pound red on a whole crab, 

Mike White targets 
big trout out of 
Grand Isle on three 
different patterns 
on mornings 
through October.

grand isle’s trout slam continues
Morning bite is great; bull reds thrown in for lagniappe on afternoon falling tides

TrouT hoTspoTs
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Mike White with 
a 30-pound bull 
red. he caught on a 
whole crab fished 
on a Carolina rig.

Carolina-rigged using an 8/0 hook and a 4-ounce sinker,” he said. 
“I use whole crabs for bait. I cut off their claws and cut the sharp 
points off their shell and fish them on the bottom. 

“I used to cut the crabs in half and fish with half a crab, but the 
hardheads will suck all the meat out of them in no time, so I 
switched to whole crabs. And the method works in all four of the 
passes, Barataria, Coup Abel, Caminada and Four Bayou.” ■

— Rusty Tardo

Find a rip current pulling water out from the beach and 
you’ll usually find speckled trout ganged up, feeding 
on what the current provides.
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Where did 
all our big 
TrouT go?
DOCKSIDE TV HOST WONDERS IF 
IT’S SOMETHING IN THE WATER

Where did 
all our big 
TrouT go?

Chas Champagne

guesT
column
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T his is a subject that many 
anglers across Louisiana con-
tinue to discuss and try to figure 
out daily. 

So just where have Louisiana’s big 
speckled trout gone?

Is it the high rivers year after year? 
Maybe it’s the loss of land in our estuaries. 
Could it be the fishing pressure? 
Are limits too liberal on speckled trout?
Is it the BP oil spill? 
Maybe it’s a combination of all of the 

above.
The only sure thing is that the trophy 

trout estuary or the entire trout fishery 
is down tremendously. Here at Matrix 
Shad, we have noticed the rapid decline 
over the past five years. In our backyard, 
the Pontchartrain Basin, I feel there are 
two drastic reasons. One is the closure 
of the MRGO, which is the main artery 
and direct shot of pure saltwater into the 
heart of Lake Pontchartrain. The other is 
that the spillway has opened every year 
lately, when it used to be every 15 years.

These two issues completely divert big 
speckled trout to other areas because 
they need quality saltwater to live, just as 
humans need oxygen. We still see many 
Louisiana trout legends continuously 
posting dock shots full of 2- to 4-pound 
trout. These are amazing catches, but 
ask them how many 7- to 9-pounders 
they’ve caught in the past five years, and 
you’ll get a discouraging answer.

change direcTions
One way to scale it is to look at how 

drastically the weights have dropped 
in the CCA STAR Trout category across 
the state. What used to take an 8-pound 
or better trout to win every year now 
takes a 6-pounder. Hopefully, we are in a 
bad cycle and can pivot out of it in a few 
years, but in the meantime, chasing reds 
in the Louisiana marshes or traveling far 
away from Matrix Shad’s home base will 
be more common. Trips west to Grand 
Isle or to the east toward Florida will 
continue to happen as we patiently wait 
to get out of this trend.

Here at Dockside TV, we absolutely love 
Grand Isle, as it is a great trout fishery for 
small, skiff-like boats such as ours. It also 
is a very affordable place to fish once you 
get there. And we love the barrier islands 
deep in Breton Sound, but getting to them 
is challenging, especially in small boats.

Matrix Shad’s headquarters are close to 
the Louisiana/Mississippi border. For us, 
heading east toward the salty waters of 
Florida is a little bit easier drive. It’s also 
a very unique and challenging fishery 
that has sparked our interest greatly.

florida TrouT
The fishery we have honed in on the 

last several years is from Orange Beach 
to Destin, Fla., known as Fort Morgan 
all the way to the Choctawhatchee Bay. 

These fisheries are wildly unique and 
extremely challenging, but the size of 
the trout lurking there is something 
special. On any given cast, you can hook 
a 25-plus inch trout. The Matrix Shad 
crew has caught 10 times more trout of 
25 inches or more in the past five years 
in Fort Morgan than we have in the past 
seven years fishing the Pontchartrain 
Basin — and we fish Pontchartrain 10 
times more than the Panhandle.

Traveling home from our latest 
Dockside TV adventure, this one in the 

Perdido area, fishing the Perdido Bay. I 
realized this trip was one of the hardest 
in a while, but we still managed several 
monster trout and many more than we 
will catch all-year back home.

The one thing that amazes me about 
the Panhandle is that you can be catch-
ing nothing but 12- to 16-inch trout all 
morning, then BAM! a 27-inch trout 
of a lifetime hits your lure. And that’s 
just how we caught our biggest of this 
trip and the three biggest we have ever 

caught on the Panhandle.
Don’t get me wrong, we have had sev-

eral days on the Panhandle where almost 
every trout was over 4 pounds, but for 
some reason, our three biggest came 
mixed in with schooling males. 

We target these gator trout almost 
exclusively with the Matrix Mullet 
topwater, backing it up with either the 
Matrix Minnow or RipShad if a trout 
swings and misses the topwater.

OPPOSITE: Chas Champagne of Dockside TV and Matrix Shad 
lures is having much more success catching trophy speckled trout 
on Florida’s Panhandle than at home in the Ponchartrain Basin.

Less-than-ideal water conditions are the main reason, 
in Chad Champagne’s opinion, that Louisiana’s trophy 
trout fishery has all but disappeared.

continues >
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The next few years
I don’t see this pattern changing any-

time soon, so traveling to target big trout 
may be in our future for the next few 
years. We still catch some solid, big trout 
right behind the Matrix headquarters 
during the winter, but the flooding rains 
continue to move them out every spring. 
So around May each year, our traveling 
for big trout will begin.

Make sure to watch all our Dockside TV 
Panhandle episodes, especially the one 
entitled “Top Water Time Bombs.” ■

Truly huge, trophy speckled trout 
in Louisiana are only a memory for 
Dockside TV’s Chas Champagne.

Capt. Chas Champagne is an avid angler, 
located in Slidell. He owns and operates Dock-
side Bait & Tackle and also manufactures his 
own tackle producing the Matrix Shad fishing 
lure and the Golden Eye jig heads.

continued

GUEST
Column 
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Visit our webiste www.AlarioBros.com
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F or decades, the 
measure of success 
for a professional bass 
fisherman rested on making 
it to the Bassmaster Classic, the 

“World Series of Bass Fishing.” Getting there was dif-
ficult. Winning was even more difficult. Making a living 
at it was, well, almost impossible.

One thing was not discussed very often, but it was 
obvious to serious followers of pro bass fishing. There 
have been very few bass pros from the state that self-
identifies as the Sportsman’s Paradise: Louisiana. 

But things are changing.
In 2019, 48 anglers from Louisiana are regularly 

fishing one of the three big circuits — Major League 
Fishing (MLF), Bass Anglers Sportsman Society (BASS) 
or the Fishing League Worldwide (FLW). Even more 
Louisiana anglers fish smaller circuits or compete as 
co-anglers in bigger events.

Major League Fishing upped its game and opened the 
Pro Bass Tour in 2019 with 80 of the top fishermen in 
the country, opening up new spots for more anglers 
on the other circuits, and it even led those groups to 
make more angler-friendly changes to encourage new 
participation.

MLF is a made-for-television circuit where anglers 
don’t have to put up entry fees but still get top prize 
money. The initial group was by invitation and based 
on fish-catching results.

CHASING 

THE DREAM
DREAM

THE 

CHASING 
LOUISIANA ANGLERS CAN HANG 

WITH ANYONE, BUT THEY’RE ONLY 

BEGINNING TO MAKE A BIG IMPACT 

ON NATIONAL TOURNAMENT TRAILS.

Greg Hackney of Gonzales was one of the 80. Hackney, 
45, knew the move it was a risk, but he left this “old job” of 
20 years fishing other circuits and signed on. Two other 
Louisiana anglers, Gerald Spohrer of Gonzales and Cliff 
Crochet of Pierre Part, are also 2019 MLF participants.

“The cool thing about MLF that has raised the bar in pro 
bass fishing,” Hackney said. “Entry fees, cost of equipment, 
travel and the like skyrocketed the past few years. The prize 
money paid to anglers did not. In MLF, there isn’t an entry 
fee; events are paid for through sponsors. They film all 
of our events and show them live from beginning to end. 
Fishing fans can see all the action like they are in the boat. 
They get to know the ups and downs of a day in the boat. 
Every angler gets exposure on TV. The prize money is what 
anglers deserve.

“We work hard at this; it’s grueling. We fish in some condi-
tions that are just downright nasty. Our families have made 
a lot of sacrifices for us to do this. What we are doing is tak-
ing the sport of pro bass fishing to the next level.”

By Kinny Haddox

>
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FOR OVER40
YEARS

The Masters Series Bay Boats have the perfect 
balance of performance, stability, shallow water 

capability, and comfort. All the models are 
designed for the family angler that wants to 

retain shallow water capabilities but does not 
want sacrifice ride quality.

The most comprehensive family of 
bay boats on the planet. Saltwater 

or freshwater bay boat models 
available from 22 - 26’. 

Countless options available on models
from  22 to 26’. 

SPECIFICATIONS
Length . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22’ 3”
Beam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8’ 1”
Approx. Fuel Capacity . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 gal.
Deadrise at Transom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15°
Approx. Dry Weight . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,505lbs.

www.tims-marine.com
504-682-5252 Proudly offering

Powered by

G3 BAY 22 DLX
The Bay Series is all-aluminum and  all-welded. These models feature wide, deep hulls, 
exceptional handling and top-end performance, and all of the fishing features that 
anglers have come to except from G3 and Yamaha.

hackney is already an all-star 
in the bass-fi shing game. 

Chasing the dream

He has the longest resume, with more dollar signs attached, 
than any other active Louisiana pro. He is the only bass angler 
in history who can claim to be a World Champion (He won 
the 2018 General Tire World Championship.), an FLW Cup 
champion (2009) and a BASS Angler of the Year (2014) And, he 
has already qualified for the 2019 MLF Championship. He has 
11 wins, 84 top-10 finishes and more than $3.6 million in career 
winnings. He feels strongly that there’s lots more to come.

“This opens the door for a lot of new anglers at every level,” 
he said. “I look for increased interest from Louisiana. We are 
already seeing that this year. Look, we’ve got some of the finest 
bass anglers in the country right here, but frankly, there just 
hasn’t been a good financial opportunity for them. 

“Establishing MLF upped the game and is making the other 
circuits better, too. Before this year, there were only three ways 
a young angler could come on the scene and make it. You had 
to have really good sponsors right out the chute; you had to 
come from a wealthy family or you had to hit the jackpot, win-
ning right off, to survive.”

“You know, the state of Louisiana has as many bass fishermen, 
good bass fishermen, as anybody out there. But you’ve got to 
have that dream,” he said. “There’s a lot of blood, sweat and 
tears you’ve got to shed. But at least now, if you have the pas-
sion, the dream, there are going to be more opportunities.”

Hackney said systems are being put in place where kids can 
start competitive fishing in high school and college and up their 

game as they move to each new level. Hackney has two sons, 18 
and 15, who love to fish, but until this year, he has never talked 
about pro bass fishing as a career for either. He didn’t want 
them and their families to jump through the hoops and endure 
the hardships he has had to. Now, if they’ve got the drive, they 
have a better chance to make a living at it, he said, especially if 
they are good enough to reach the major leagues at MLF.

Hackney won his first tournament at age 11. He won team 
tournaments fishing with his father and has won trucks, boats 
and $100,000 prizes in tournaments, but he remembers the day 
when he knew he was going to be a pro bass angler.

“Dad took me to the 1984 Bassmaster Classic in Pine Bluff on 
the Arkansas River,” he said. “The legendary Rick Clunn set the 
all-time record for pounds caught. It was my first impression of 
a big tournament, and when he won and got handed that check 
for $40,000 for bass fishing, I said, ‘Wow! He got paid that much 
for bass fishing?’ That’s what I’m going to do.”

He also remembers a funny anecdote from that day that still 
sticks with him related to the financial mentality of fishermen. 

“I’m there walking around the show, and they had one of the 
rigged-out Classic boats like everybody was fishing in,” he said. 
“It was $15,000. Some man walked up and said he was going 
to buy one of those and pull it home with his $1,000 truck. I’ll 
always remember that.”

sPoHrer WeigHs in >

Greg Hackney holds up a 
bass for the TV camera in a 
Major League Fishing event.

in the bass-fi shing game.
hackney is already an all-star 

Major League Fishing
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sPoHrer WeigHs in
Spohrer, 37, fishes the MFL circuit out of Gonzales. He sees 

the new trend in bass fishing as all positive and long overdue, 
as well. He’s only in his third year as a tour-level pro, but he has 
already won more than $215,000 on the water. 

“We were going out to high schools and college kids and 
telling them they should pursue bass fishing and all the oppor-
tunities it offered. We are doing that right. But we didn’t have 
everything straightened out at the top,” he said. “MLF’s Pro Tour 
is changing that, and I can now encourage youngsters with 
no hesitation. The concept is that when you reach the highest 
level, you don’t have to pay an entry fee. The sponsorships are 
good enough to reward the anglers involved, and with all the 
TV coverage that every angler gets, you make a good living.”

Spohrer never hesitated to join the new league when he had 
the chance. Even though there were risks, the rewards and 
what it is doing for the future is worth it.

“We have a three-year contract to fish and build this circuit, 
then it will include even more people. You’ll have to earn your 
spot to keep it,” he said.

Like Hackney, pro bass fishing fulfills a dream Spohrer has 
had as long as he can remember.

“This has been a passion of mine since I was old enough to 
comprehend what bass fishing is,” he said, who left a high-
paying job as a chemical plant worker near Baton Rouge to fish 
professionally. “When I was first big enough to go fishing, my 
grandfather took me to Leeville saltwater fishing; I fell in love 
with it. He died when I was young, and I didn’t get to go any-
more, but he had sparked my addiction. 

“My dad didn’t fish, but he would take me down the road to 
neighbor’s ponds and lakes, and I would fish from the bank as 
long as they would let me, while he sat in the truck listening 
to the Saints game or something. Freshwater bass became the 
way for me to get my fishing fix. The more I saw people doing it, 
and the pros back in that day, the more I knew without a doubt 
that is what I wanted to do. I never wavered from that.”

Spohrer feels there are many reasons that more Louisiana 
anglers haven’t chased the dream of pro bass fishing full-time.

“First of all, there are a lot of the best fishermen I’ve ever met 
who have good jobs and just aren’t willing to give up $125,000 
jobs to take that risk, especially the way it has been in past 
years,” he said. “Second, a majority of the bass fishermen in 
Louisiana are, for the most part, one-dimensional shallow-
water fishermen. That’s just the way fishing is here, unless you 
spend a lot of time on Toledo Bend. They don’t have the experi-
ence in a lot of different kinds of waters like anglers, say, in 
Alabama or Tennessee. You have to be versatile to be successful 
in pro fishing.”

crocHet offers good AdVice
Crochet, 35, agrees with Spohrer and Hackney and encourages 

anyone with the dream to see it through as far as they can — 
but adds a serious caution.

“It’s great that the high school and college anglers are getting 
into the sport,” he said. “One advantage they have is that they 
can see a clear path to tournament fishing. lt wasn’t like that 
when I started out. But no matter how passionate you are and 

It isn’t funny to pro bass fishermen out there trying to make 
a living catching bass, but there’s an old joke about pro fish-
ing and making a living. it goes something like this:

“There’s only one way to become a millionaire as a profes-
sional bass fisherman. That’s to start out as a billionaire.”

Bass pro Gerald Spohrer agrees, but he is hoping some of 
the recent changes and additional opportunities for pro fish-
ing will change that.

“You can’t make a living just on money you make in tourna-
ments, except in a few rare instances,” he said. “It takes a lot 
of sponsorship help, and that is what separates a lot of folks. 
There are tons of great fishermen, but if you don’t know how 
to promote yourself, the sport and your sponsors, it’s very 
hard to make it.” ■

Chasing the dream

how good you can get, it still isn’t easy.
“My momma and old man always encouraged me,” he said. 

“When I was out there getting my butt kicked as a kid in the 
Friday night tournaments, Dad would always say to keep going, 
keep practicing, I was getting better, and I was just one or two fish 
away. Just keep grinding. That’s what he said. They never said I 
couldn’t do that or it’s too far away. It’s why I’m successful today.”

Crochet also said that, as with any sport, youngsters need 
to get an education, have a backup plan and know that their 
dream may not work out. It’s a realistic approach from a man 
who has won $520,677 fishing pro tours after leaving a good job 
as a sheriff ’s deputy to chase the dream.

“Look, I’ve been very successful, but there are younger guys 
behind me right now wanting to take my place,” he said. “I 
know that. Even with three major tours, there are still limited 
spots. People ask if it is harder to get to the top or stay at the 
top. It’s always hard. It’s an ultimate struggle from day to day. 

Gerald Spohrer is all smiles 
after landing this giant in a 
Major League Fishing event.

HOW TO MAKE A GO OF IT AS A PRO
Bass Fisherman
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It’s super hard. There’s always somebody chasing the dream as 
hard as you are.

“Here’s the deal. I know this is true for me, and I bet 100 
percent of pro fishermen would say the same thing if they are 
honest. I look back, and it’s like this: if this fish comes off or 
that fish comes off or somebody else fishes a spot before me on 
a certain day, I’m not even here.” 

Here they come...
In the meantime, more Louisiana anglers are making noise on 

other circuits, like the state’s three top anglers predicted. 
Derek Hudnall of Baton Rouge made his first appearance in 

the Bassmaster Classic this year and finished 33rd. 
BASS held its Central Open on Toledo Bend, and Darold 

Gleason of Many won the $42,800 first prize. Logan Latuso 
and Stephen Mitchell of Trout finished third and fourth, 
respectively. Nick LeBrun of Bossier won the $100,000 FLW All-
American on Cross Lake. 

Young guns like Brett Preuett of Monroe have joined the BASS 
Elites Series after huge success in college at the University of 
Louisiana Monroe. Former college teammates Tyler Stewart 
and Hunter Freeman are rookies on the FLW Tour.

It’s all part of the dream, seeing more anglers from the 
Sportsman’s Paradise bring 
bass to the scales and take 
checks to the bank. ■

Pro bass-fishing suc-
cess for Louisiana’s 
Cliff Crochet has 
been bolstered by 
tournament lunkers 
like this one.

LA Anglers 
chasing the 
dream >

Kinny Haddox has been writing 
magazine and newspaper articles 
about the outdoors in Louisiana 
for 40 years. He also publishes a 
daily website, lakedarbonnelife.
com. He and his wife, DiAnne, live 
on Lake D’Arbonne in Farmerville.
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Chasing the dream

Bass fishermen of all ages are “chasing the dream” of 
catching bass for cash and prizes. The range of events 
goes from club tournaments to organized regional cir-
cuits and beyond.

In 2019, that “beyond” includes three major national pro 
bass circuits in which 48 competitors from Louisiana are 
involved.

Here are those anglers, as identified by the circuits they 
are fishing:

mAJor LeAgUe 
fisHing (mLf)

Cliff Crochet, Pierre Part
Gerald Spohrer, Gonzales
Greg Hackney, Gonzales

fisHing LeAgUe 
WorLdWide (fLW)

Randy Allen, Gilliam
Randy Despino, Colfax

Dakota Ebare, Denham Springs
Hunter Freeman, Monroe
Nick Lebrun, Bossier City
Chris Neau, New Orleans
Drew Ratley, Shreveport
Clark Reehm, Elm Grove
Tyler Stewart, West Monroe

bAss AngLers sPortsmAn 
society (bAss)

Elite Division
Quentin Cappo, Prairieville
Tyler Carriere, Youngsville
Derek Hudnall, Baton Rouge
Robbie Latuso, Gonzales
Brett Preuett, Monroe
Tyler Rivet, Raceland
Caleb Sumrall, New Iberia
Open Division
Chris Babin, Raceland
Blake Betz, Baton Rouge
Billy Bilieaud, Lafayette

Close to New Orleans

Great Fishing

Duck Hunting

Gated
Pool
Private Launches

Protective Covenants

Close to Marina (Bait/Fuel)

Best Time to Buy

Lawn Maintenance Included

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔
✔

✔✔✔✔

Call Hunter Cazes at 985-226-3106
www.FortBMarina.com

Discover the BEST 
Inland Fishing in the South

LOUISIANA ANGLERS WHO ARE 
“Chasing the dream”
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Scott Bonvillain, Dequincy
Gary Caruso, Baton Rouge
RJ Chandler, Jr.,Vinton
Jimmy Charbonnet, St. Amant
Jim Dillard, West Monroe
Tracy Gautreaux, Raceland
Darold Gleason, Many
Jimmy Greer, Jr., Dry Prong
Alex Heintze, Denham Springs
Homer Humphreys, Jr., Minden
Bo Keith III, Haughton
JP Kimbrough, Bossier City
Logan Latuso, Gonzales
Matthew Loetscher, Many
Cameron Mattison, Bossier City

Thomas McMillan, Choudrant
Stephen Mitchell, Trout
Chad Murray, Vidalia
Todd Murray, Prairieville
Dusty Nomey, Jonesboro
Troy O’Rourke, Natchitoches
Mike Pharr, Shreveport
Mark Price, Ruston
Todd Risinger, West Monroe
B.J. Usie, Bourg
Gary Vining, Morgan City
Chad Wiley, Pineville

Just Call 225.293.FISH
5760 Siegan Land • Baton Rouge, LA 70809
HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 9am-7pm 
Saturday 9am-6pm

Blue Water • Saltwater Marsh • Freshwater

• Rods
• Reels

THE AREA’S ONLY FULL SERVICE BLUE WATER
FRESHWATER & MARSH FISHING SUPPLY COMPANY

Rod and Reel Service (over 20 years)

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE

• Costa Sunglasses
• E-Cards

Bait
& TACKLE

Want to know more?
News releases, live videos, tournament results, angler profiles, 

photos and more stories about bass fishing than you could ever 
dream of concerning bass fishing are available on the three 
websites:

https://www.bassmaster.com
https://www.flwfishing.com
https://www.majorleaguefishing.com/

the beginning of the dream >
1501 General Mouton • Lafayette, LA 70501
337-235-5761 • www.thepropshopincla.com
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Than Just 
Repair and 
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Chasing the dream

Most folks laughed at Ray Scott, an insurance salesman from 
Alabama, when he headed out in 1967 trying to sell fishermen 
on the idea of professional bass fishing — putting up entry fees 
and fishing for money as members of a new organization called 
B.A.S.S. (Bass Anglers Sportsman Society).

Scott had been bass fishing on Ross Barnett Reservoir near 
Jackson, Miss., when he had to run to the lake bank because of 
bad weather. He later recalled sitting in his hotel room when he 
had the “brainstorm in a rainstorm” that changed modern-day 
bass fishing.

It wasn’t long until Scott was the one laughing — all the way 
to the First Commercial Bank of Montgomery, Ala. Fishermen 
around the country were chasing bass for cash, and the sport has 
steadily grown over the years. 

The first time I met Scott, I was a young outdoor writer with the 
Monroe News Star. I had loaded up my gear and gone to cover 
a tournament on Toledo Bend in the mid-1970s. When I arrived 
at Sammy Gill Marina near Zwolle, Scott was sitting alone on 
the back of an upside-down aluminum boat, talking on the pay 
phone. When he got off, I asked him if this was where the big 
bass tournament was going on. We introduced ourselves, and 
he told me more about where bass fishing was going than I 
wanted to know. I didn’t even have a place to stay and ended up 
bunking for the weekend with Scott and Bob Cobb, the editor of 
Bassmaster magazine, in one of the old A-framed cabins. It was 
once-in-a-lifetime experience.

It was just the early stage of bass-fishing madness that no one 
could have ever dreamed of, except maybe Scott. Toledo Bend 
continues to be a major draw for BASS and other circuits that 
come to Louisiana for high-dollar bass contests.

Louisiana fishermen ended up playing a big part in the birth of 
the sport. In Scott’s first Bassmasters Classic in 1971 on Nevada’s 
Lake Mead, Bobby Meador of Baton Rouge was one of the quali-
fiers and even led the event on the first day. Meador went on 
to host a popular fishing TV show and even directed his own 
bass fishing circuit in Louisiana. Another Louisiana angler, Al St. 
Romain of Morgan City, also qualified for that first Classic. Both 
have since passed away.

The first Louisiana angler to win the prestigious Classic was 
25-year-old rookie Jack Hains of Rayne, who won the 1975 event 
on North Carolina’s Currituck Sound. In 1980, Bo Dowden of 
Natchitoches won the event on New York’s St. Lawrence River. 
Both still live in Louisiana. Hains was a crop duster by trade, and 
Dowden ran a marine dealership. 

Since that time, despite many qualifiers, no other Louisiana 
angler has won that titles. The Classic has come to the state 
numerous times, the first three on the Louisiana Delta. Davy Hite 
won the Classic there in 1999; Kevin VanDam won it there in 
2001; Mike Iaconnelli won it there in 2003 and VanDam won it 
there again in 2011. The tournament has been held on the Red 
River twice, won by Skeet Reese in 2009 and Chris Lane in 2012. ■

eyes Wide oPen first steP >

Bo Dowden, a marine dealer 
from Natchitoches, won the 1980 
Bassmaster Classic. TOP LEFT: 
Jack Hains of Many won the 1975 
Bassmaster Classic. TOP RIGHT: 
Bobby Meador of Baton Rouge 
led the inaugural 1971 Classic 
after the first day.

THE BEGINNING OF 
“the dream”
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Chasing the dream

Somewhere in a small Louisiana town, in a 
tackle store somewhere by the bass baits or the 
checkout counter, there’s a kid around 12 years 
old, quietly standing by the rods and reels asking 
bass fishermen who come through what they are 
catching and how they are catching them. The 
kid convinces his dad, or uncle, or neighbor to 
take him fishing every chance he gets. He’s soak-
ing up what he can learn from fishing magazines, 
YouTube videos and TV shows. His eyes are wide 
open to everything bass fishing.

He wants to grow up and be Cliff Crochet or 
Greg Hackney or Gerald Spohrer — or any num-
ber of bass anglers like them, or maybe just the 
local tournament bass-fishing legends he keeps 
hearing about. He’s not chasing the dream, but it’s 
forming in his head.

Crochet knows. 
That was him 20-something years ago, and he 

said, truth be known, for a lot of others among 
today’s top pro fishermen. If you want to know how Crochet, 

from Pierre Part, got into professional bass fishing, get some 
food and water, set aside about three hours and listen closely 

to a story that begins with a 
broken down 3-wheeler. And 
mind you, it’s not the tale that 
fully conveys the story. It’s 
the excitement that Crochet 
tells it with yet today. It’s that 
passion that still drives him to 
learn that new lure, make that 
next cast, catch that next bass, 
win that next tournament.

Here’s the short version. 
Crochet grew up around 

hunting and fishing, like 
almost everybody in south 
Louisiana. But it wasn’t until 
his 3-wheeler broke down 
that he turned primarily to 
fishing. That evening, he went 
into the outdoor shed, got an 
old rod and reel and caught 
a 12-inch bass at a neighbor’s 

Cliff Crochet (second from right) 
was once a youngster hanging 
out in a tackle shop, soaking up 
knowledge. Now, he hands it out.

EYES WIDE OPEN IS THE FIRST STEP TO CHASING
PrO Bass dream

2268 Grand Caillou Rd.
Houma
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Chasing the dream

pond. He put it in a bucket to prove to his dad that he caught 
one. He was hooked. He liked hunting. He loved football and 
sports, but fishing began to get in the way of those pursuits. Bass 
fishing was the itch that he couldn’t scratch enough to make it 
go away.

Bayside Tackle in Pierre Part became his new hangout, for a few 
minutes every few days at first, then for hours on end almost 
every day after school. He listened to the stories, and when 
things were slow, he would ask store owner Winston Michel 
questions like “What’s this bait? How do you fish this bait? When 
do you use this color worm?” 

The questions were unending, but he soaked up and stored 
every answer he got. When Michel took him and his friend, 
Timmy Templet, fishing, he remembered everything that hap-
pened on the water as well. Another successful local tourna-
ment fisherman, Kevin Medine, bought the store when Crochet 
was in high school, and it continued to be his classroom. 

Medine also took Crochet under his wing on countless fishing 
trips. Crochet’s dad put a plywood deck on a crawfish skiff and 
got a used trolling motor so he could have a fishing vessel. But 
Medine had a big fishing rig with a new motor, and he let Cro-
chet borrow it anytime he wanted.

“It’s funny looking back, but when he did that, I fished every day 
I could,” Crochet said. “It got to the point that if he wanted to go, 
he had to come borrow his boat back from me to go fishing.”

All along, he was hearing stories of legendary Cajun bass fisher-
men like Al St. Romain and Billy Fryou and dozens more who 
never ventured far from home but caught more bass than one 
could imagine. 

“But that seemed all so far away,” Crochet recalls. “I could never 
touch that. Everything I heard was second- or third-hand — or 
in some far-away place. But I kept fishing. Kept learning to fish. 
Dreaming about being part of it.”

Then one day, he got to “touch” it. His dad took him to the 
1999 Bassmaster Classic in 
New Orleans. He saw that the 
dream was really real. People 
were really doing that.

“Now I’d seen it,” he said. “I still 
didn’t know how to get there. 
I didn’t know the path, but I 
knew it was real, and it was 
possible, and I knew now, it 
was here close to my house, 
not just something far away 
on TV.”

Long story short, Crochet 
started fishing BASS Federa-
tion events in 2004. He fished 
other tournaments, like BFL/
Walmart events and was 
on his way, bringing home 
checks on a regular basis. 
By 2007, he decided he was 
ready to step up a notch, and 
he tried BASS Opens for the 
first time. He did not cash a 
check, but he remembered 
what his dad often told him 
in early tournaments: he was 
just a cast away, a bass away, 
another good fishing spot 
away from making it. Don’t 
give up.

And he hasn’t. Not to this 
day. ■
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When the nation’s last great overflow swamp finally 
falls to a fishable level, one of Louisiana’s bass pros 
will rely on three artificial lures to catch bass in the 

Atchafalaya Basin.
No. 1 is a spinnerbait with two Colorado blades. No. 2 is a crank-

bait. No. 3 is a plastic worm.
Those are about as basic and fundamental choices as could be 

but time-proven for Cliff “The Cajun Baby” Crochet of Pierre Part. 
“Topwaters like Lunker Lures, finesse baits, you can do a million 

things … but those are basic things,” he said.
Like hundreds of outdoorsmen who fish for bass the Atcha-

falaya Basin, Crochet wonders if he is going to get to fish the 
vast fishery — where he won a major bass tournament that 
launched his pro career.

bass hotspots

Meet Cajun 
Baby’s favorite 
bass lures 
Spinnerbait, crankbait, worm are tops

The Atchafalaya Basin, also 
known as the Spillway, has 
been unfishably high since it 
rose inexplicably in October. 
It’s been too high for anything 
but crawfishing ever since. 
As summer approached, the 
Atchafalaya River stage at Mor-
gan City was at 8.19 feet, a little 
more than 2 feet above flood 
stage, and 20.1 feet at Butte La 
Rose, a hair above minor flood 
stage. With the water that high, 
gamefish have room to roam 
over more of the 800,000-acre 
overflow swamp, out of the 
reach of fishermen.

Basically, it needs to fall at least 
4 feet at the Morgan City gauge 
and 8 feet at the BLR gauge 
before bass anglers venture 
between the West Atchafalaya 
Basin Protection Levee and the 
East Atchafalaya Basin Protec-
tion Levee, the latter which 
winds near his hometown.

“Yeah, it’s been high forever. I 
don’t know what that’s about,” 
he said.

Cliff “The Cajun Baby” Crochet smiles 
as he holds a bass he caught on a 
double-bladed Santone spinnerbait 
in the Atchafalaya Basin. 

Photo courtesy Cliff Crochet
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Years of spillway  
experience

Crochet has fished the overflow swamp most of his life.
“I’ve spent a lot of time in that Basin. I remember the 

first time I crossed over the levee with my dad. I took 
a big, deep breath,” he said, recalling how as a young 
boy going over the levee to one of many boat landings, 
probably Belle River, it seemed like going up and down a 
small mountain.

It was then he became familiar with the basics: spinner-
baits, crankbaits and plastic worms. 

“The last 10 years fishing on a national level, I’ve seen 
tricks and tactics. These basics are awesome. Something 
I was taught in the ’90s, you were in the ’70s and all the 
way to the ’40s. You can be as basic as you want,” he said. 
“It sounds pretty simple. It’s good to know when the 
water falls it can be pretty simple. You don’t have to have 
a special bait.”

Why? Because when the water falls for the first time and 
the bass follow it, the bite is on big-time most of the time.

‘”The whole deal, no doubt, when the Basin starts drop-
ping, it’s all about mixing water and points,” he said. “Yeah, 
that is the time to catch them but you’ve got to have 
conservation in mind and do it responsibly.”

No. 1 choice is spinnerbait
Crochet plans to catch and release plenty of bass when he gets 

the opportunity to fish the Basin. His first choice is a ¼-ounce, dou-
ble-bladed Santone Lures spinnerbait with two Colorado blades.

“I like double Colorado blades because you get everything; you 
get good vibration and good flash,” he said, adding his favorite 
skirt color is a “Red River Special.”

Most of the time, he fishes it right out of the pack and doesn’t 
add any kind of soft-plastic trailer.

Santone spinnerbait

continues >
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bass hotspots
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Luck-E-Strike Ringworm

small cranKbaits are great
Crochet prefers a small crankbait as his second choice, either a 

Luck-E-Strike Rick Clunn Series 3 to probe drains and sloughs or 
a Luck-E-Strike Rick Clunn Smoothie. The former works the 4- to 
6-foot depths, while the latter is a deep-diver. What’s his favorite 
color? He said when the crankbait that just nailed a bass is so 
deep in the fish’s throat you have to use needle nose pliers to 
extract it, “That’s the right color.” When it’s barely hooked in the 
lip, “That’s the wrong color.”

“Color’s always a question. You can drive yourself crazy,” he said.
That said, he’s a big fan of black/chartreuse and crawfish hues.

plastic Worm: oldie goldie
His third choice, he said, is a no-brainer and as old as the hills.
“The last once is the most basic fishing thing of all time: a Texas-

rigged plastic worm. I’ve been catching fish in the Basin on a 
plastic worm for a long, long time,” Crochet said. 

“Let me tell you something about the worm. Everybody’s 
forgotten about the worm,” he said, noting everybody, himself 
included, throws Beavers, Brush Hogs and the like.

His favorite plastic worm is 
a 7- to 7 ½-inch Luck-E-Strike 
Baby Huey or a Luck-E-Strike 
Ringworm.

In summary, he said, “Here’s 
the best thing about fishing 
the Basin in this whole con-
versation .… It’s so simple, basic fishing — spinnerbait, crankbait 
and worm. You can’t go wrong. You can’t reinvent the wheel.” ■

— Don Shoopman

Rick Clunn Series 3

Cajun BaBy’s favorite Bass lures 
continued >

Luck-E-Strike Baby Huey
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toledo bend Brian Merrideth of Missouri holds a 6½-pound bass he 
caught on a Top Toad plastic frog in the summer while 
fishing lily pads with John Dean at Toledo Bend.

I remember one of those dog days of late summer three years 
ago on Toledo Bend, when a large school of ravenous bass, 
including 4-, 5- and 6-pounders, came up and stayed up for a 

few hours while I was fishing Housen Bay.
It was crazy, a good kind of crazy, bass fishing at its finest, and 

oh so much fun to pull bass out of that school gone mad. It can 
happen again any time in September on Toledo Bend — Indian 
Mounds, Six Mile Creek, Hurricane Creek, 1215, White Oak, any-
where on this border lake between Louisiana and Texas. It’s that 
time of year.

While schooling bass action these days pales in comparison to 
the lake’s heyday, it can be fast and furious enough to provide 
relief from otherwise challenging conditions on scorching, hot 
days. Schooling action has been fair to good in July, gets better 
and better in August and is at its peak in September.

Lower level requires care
That’s good to know considering that the lake will be lower 

than anyone, myself included, imagined it would be. It fell about 
3 inches a day through July and, barring an extra-heavy rainfall 
or tropical weather system, will stay around 168, that pool stage, 
for the rest of the summer and early winter. The Sabine River 
Authority stated a few years back it won’t generate at the dam 
below 168. It drew the line at that level, which means we can 
expect it to be at 168 in September.

I advise boaters to be extra cautious, extra careful with the 
water level at or perhaps just under 168.  The degree of difficulty 
of getting around this beautiful lake just ratcheted up a long 
way. Seventy-five percent of the wood in the lake is either right 
at or just below the surface at 168, so it is imperative to travel in 
the boat lanes.

How does that relate to schooling bass action? Sure, some 
schools still will be over 20- to 30-foot depths, but I continue to 
anticipate schools of bass smashing the surface by staying close 
to deep water but concentrating on feeder creeks, drains, going 
into 12-foot or so depths with flats nearby. Bass will converge on 
shad and push them up onto the flats.

Schooling bass numbers
Schooling bass are beginning to show up in numbers and 

are more widespread up and down the lake. There was a wad 
of them up, some big ones at that, providing some great bass-
catching opportunities for an angler I know just the other 
day at 1215. And as I was idling this past week 
across White Oak, the shad were there, the 
bass were there and so were half-a-
dozen bass boats. I kept going 
and let them have at it.

My go-to artificial lures 
any time a school of 
bass shows itself 
is any topwater 
bait that is clear. 

Going to school
Toledo Bend’s topwater fishing is tops

I’ve had so many good times walking a clear Zara Spook across 
a school of feeding bass anywhere on Toledo Bend. In fact, I’m 
catching schooling bass on it now, the most schooling action 
I’ve seen this year. Clear Rogues, clear Tiny Torpedos, clear Lucky 
13s — you name the topwater, as long as it’s clear, it can be just 
as effective. Also, try chrome Rat-L-Traps and square-billed crank-
baits, anything chrome or flashy.

And hold on. Some of those smashing hits send your heart into 
your throat, I’m telling you. 

Don’t forget lily pads
There are other ways to catch bass and beat the late-summer 

doldrums on Toledo Bend.
For one thing, don’t pass up the lily pad fields, even in 4- to 

5-foot depths. They are full-diameter now, approximately 15 
to 16 inches, and can carpet an area, proving plenty of shade. 
Whatever your favorite plastic frog — Spro, Ribbit, Top Toad or 
others — retrieve it around those pads. Again, hold on, and get 
the hawgs up and coming to you in a hurry, or the lily pad stems 
could rob you of the fish of a lifetime.

I sure do miss the summer days when we’d focus on punching 
heavy grass mats in deep water. I’d spend 12 to 13 hours punch-
ing grass. But much of the grass that made this lake famous for 
various grass-oriented patterns is gone. It really bothers me that 
it’s gone, inexplicably. But there are some grass beds to be found, 
not necessarily hydrilla and mostly milfoil, and they can be 
punched successfully in 7- to 8-foot depths in Housen Bay and 
Six Mile Creek, to name a few places.

Or, you can fish deep structure with drop shots, Carolina rigs, 
jigs and soft plastics.

Enjoy the transition month 
into fall. Be safe on the water.

If you want to catch bass in 
September, I’ve been guiding 
on this lake most of my life 
and you’re more than wel-
come in my boat. ■

John Dean has been guid-
ing on Toledo Bend most of 
his life. If you’d like to join 
him on a trip, give him a call 
at (936) 404-2688.Zara Spook
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Weedless 
and weightless
Jerkbaits are great weapons for kayak anglerS

Chris Holmes

Paddles ‘N 
Puddles

O ne of the advantages of fishing from a kayak or other 
paddle craft is the ability to stealthily approach a variety 
of fishing situations. Sitting low to the water, there is 
limited shadow cast, and there is the ability to move 

super-slow with less vibration and pressure sent through the water to 
spook fish.

On a recent trip to a freshwater lake, Steve Savoye showed a tech-
nique he uses to get up close and personal hunting bass in his trusty 
pirogue. When tree-lined banks make it difficult to make casts with-
out getting hung up in the overhanging tree branches, Savoye uses 
the pirogue to get just off the shoreline to making casting easy and 
more precise.

“I can get the pirogue parallel to the bank and easily pitch or side-
arm cast right to where the fish are hanging,” he said. 

When moving along the bank, he uses a small, hand paddle to move 
slowly and keep the pirogue in position to drop the cast right where 
he wants it.

The key technique he uses is casting unweighted, jerk shad-style 
baits rigged weedlessly, using a large, extra-wide gap swimbait hook. 

“These jerkbaits cast well, even with no weight and have tons of 
action. On a 5-inch tail, I use a 5/0 EWG hook with the little cork-
screw spring that screws the hook into the nose of the bait,” he said. 
“The big hook allows enough room for the bait to slide out of the way 
for a solid hookset.”

His preferred setup for this type of fishing is a small spinning reel 
with braided line. 

“The braided line floats and makes it easier to watch the line to 
detect the quick strikes that happen with these shorts casts,” he said. 
“I prefer high-visibility colors like white or yellow.”

If the banks are relatively clear of logs and stick-ups, tying the braid 
directly to the hook provides the best sensitivity and no-stretch 
hooksets. If abrasion is a concern, a 1-foot section of fluorocarbon 
leader is recommended. Keep the drag tight to avoid it giving line 
when setting the hook.

continues >

Chris Holmes has kayak 
fished in the Gulf of Mexico, 
the Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans and many places 
in between. He can be 
reached at cholmes@
att.net.
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Steve Savoy uses his trusty pirogue to silently get 
up close to bass hanging tight to tree-covered 
shorelines. Tossing unweighted, weedless jerk baits, 
provides heart-stopping, in your face action.
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Oftentimes, the fish are holding close to the bank where there 
is some shade provided by overhead trees or submerged fallen 
branches. These baits can easily be worked through submerged 
logs and sticks due to the hook not being fully exposed. 

Moving slowly down a bank about 10 yards from shore, Savoye 
tosses the bait as close as he can to the water’s edge. Often, the 
strike occurs before the bail can be closed. 

“You have to watch the line on 
each cast. They often pick up the 
bait while there is still slack from 

The action is fast and close 
when fishing tight to the shore-
line. This bass nearly landed in 
Savoye’s pirogue when leaping 
for freedom mere seconds after 
being hooked. 

Call 985-790-0862 or visit
www.thecrappiepsychic.com

to � nd a retailer near you!
thecrappiepsychic@yahoo.com
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   Psychic, LLC
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www.thecrappiepsychic.com

continued

Paddles ‘N 
Puddles
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leaves plenty of room to get 
a solid hookset.
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the cast. If you keep your eye 
on the line, you’ll see it mov-
ing and can take up the slack 
and quickly set the hook all in 
one motion,” he said. 

To get the fish to hold onto 
the bait those few extra 
seconds necessary for a solid 
hook-up, Savoye prefers using 
scented/flavored baits like 
Gulp! or others impregnated 
with some type of attractant. 

“You need the fish to keep 
the bait in their mouth long 
enough to get the slack out 
and hammer the hook home,” 
he said.

The action comes quickly. 
On a recent trip, several bass 
were caught, all within a split 
second of the bait hitting the 
water. The strong, large hooks 
come in handy when the fight 
begins mere yards from the 
boat. The close quarters and 
tight drags make it difficult to 
fight the fish for a long time, 
and they are often at boatside 
while still quite green. A land-
ing net is much easier than 
trying to lip a fish that is still 
full of fight.

There is no need to move 
fast or far. Several fish were 
caught within a short span, 
some coming only a few feet 
from a previous successful 
cast. If there is no instant 
strike, short twitches make 
the unweighted jerkbait dart 
and dance while slowly mov-
ing it back to the boat.

Savoye is convinced that this 
method is much more success-
ful using a pirogue or kayak 
than if using a powerboat. 

“I can stay much closer to 
the bank and move at a snail’s 
pace with no trolling motor 
noise or water disturbance,” 
he said. “Plus, sitting so low 
to the water makes it easy to 
pitch and skip the bait under 
the trees and limbs.” ■
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C all them whatever you want — 
lemon fish, cobia or ling — but 
their firm, white meat is deli-
cious, and September is prime 

time to catch them off Louisiana’s coast.
Their fall migration pattern puts cobia 

within reach for many Bayou State anglers 
into the fall — from the beach out about 15 
to 20 miles — according to Capt. Tommy 
Pellegrin of Custom Charters in Houma.

“Cobia migrate westward in the spring 
and eastward in the fall, so when they’re 
coming through the Florida Straits and 
following the beach and get to the 
mouth of the Mississippi River, they move 
offshore and continue west — that’s why 
they’re so far off in the spring for Louisiana 
anglers. They go all the way to Mexico,” 
Pellegrin said. “But in the fall, when they’re 
coming back, the exact opposite hap-
pens. They’re on the coast moving east, 
so when they pass Louisiana they’re still 
close. They hit that cove in the West Delta 
and ball up there because they hit the 
blockade, which is the river.

“That’s why, in the fall, the Florida and 
Alabama coast doesn’t get them close. 
They go straight across and head east; it’s 
just the route they follow.”

So cobia are there — you just have to 

find them. And Pellegrin shared some tips 
to put you on the fish.

“Use any big 8- or 9-inch curlytails with a 
2-ounce jighead,” he said. “For us, the best 
colors are chartreuse, glow and pearl.

“Target the satellite rigs versus the big 
giant rigs and any floating debris you 
come across: tie-up buoys, grass mats or 
anything like that. Then start looking for 
any fish you can sight-cast to.”

Sight-casting. That’s when Pellegrin says 
many anglers snatch defeat out of the jaws 
of victory. Keeping the lure moving with a 
fish in hot pursuit is absolutely crucial.

“If you throw a jig out, and he comes 
charging up to it and you stop it, he’ll 
probably turn on it. What did you do 
wrong? You stopped it,” he said. “If he 
comes charging on it to get a taste or a 
smell, pull it away from him. I’m not talk-
ing 10 feet away, but yank it a foot or two 
out of his smell-and-taste range, and he’ll 
charge it again.

“Next thing you know, you’re not fast 
enough — and he’s going to grab it. Do 
not stop your bait. If he’s going to bite it, 
he’s going to bite it on the run. Technically, 
cobia fishing is very easy, but you have to 
get beyond that ‘stop-and-let-them-eat’ 
mentality to catch them consistently.”

If you don’t see cobia lurking near the 
surface, Pellegrin offered this tip to tempt 
the curious fish up from the depths.

“Make a slow circle around the rig in 
your boat — not fast, maybe 2 or 3 mph. 
If you’re moving clockwise, there’s a slick 
area where there’s no wave wash at about 
5 o’clock behind you,” he said. “If a cobia 
is going to come up to look at you, he’s 
going to come up in that spot.

“If nothing comes up, send your jigs 
down and jig them coming up.”

Pellegrin speed-jigs all the way up from 
the bottom.

“Pull it up, and crank it down. Pull it up, 
and crank it down,” he said. “One time 
when you crank it down, it’s going to be 
moving the other way. You want to move 
it from the bottom to the top of the water 
column, because you don’t know what 
level they’re at.”

If there are no fish at the surface, circling 
in your boat doesn’t work and there’s no 
action down deep, Pellegrin said to move 
to another rig and try again — the whole 
process shouldn’t take more than 10 min-
utes per stop.

And if you can’t hook a cobia, try catch-
ing anything at all to drum up some 
potential interest.

CoBiA 101: tiPs 
for leMon fish

by patrick bonin

TARGET SMALLER RIGS, KEEP LURES MOVING WHEN 
SIGHT-FISHING, VETERAN GUIDE ADVISES

field notes
Mitchell Prokasy of Mandeville with a 39-inch 
cobia caught 8 miles out of Caminada Pass in 
Grand Isle in 60 foot of water.

continues >
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“Hook anything, even if you’ve got to put a smaller jig out. I 
throw 8- and 9-inch jigs for cobia. Hook a red snapper, a bluefish, 
a hardtail — anything that will make action in the water,” Pel-
legrin said. “Cobia are curious, and no matter if it’s too big for 
them to eat, they’ll come and look at it.

“Always be prepared if you’re fighting a cobia and watch for trail-
ing fish. Drop a jig on the trailer, or toss it a live pogie or croaker.”

Pellegrin typically spools up with 65-pound Spiderwire braid 
and 3 feet of 80-pound leader when battling lemon fish. For live 
bait, he uses a 6/0 or 7/0 circle hook with pogies, croaker, white 
trout and more.

“Small hardtails are excellent, but if you use them, clip the fins. 
Don’t clip the tail where it’s bleeding; just clip the fins of the tail 
where he can’t swim real fast,” Pellegrin said. “Put him out there, 
and you’ll get a cobia in a heartbeat.

“Hardtails are fast swimmers; the more active a bait is, the better.”

Shireen and Karl (K-Boy) Blanchard 
with Shireen’s lemon fish caught this 
summer on the beach in Fourchon. 
The fight on the deck was nearly as 
challenging as the fight on the water 
with the 29.65-pound ling. It’s rare to 
catch a cobia that close to the shore, 
but it does happen.

When you do hook up, Pellegrin said to enjoy the fight; the fish 
don’t usually swim back into a rig or structure.

“They typically don’t do like amberjack and snapper and head 
straight back into the cover and cut themselves off,” he said. 
“They’re more heading for open water, doing the running and 

jumping thing.
“They want to bull their way 

through whatever is chewing 
on their lip.”

According to the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries, the daily limit for 
cobia is two per person, with a 
33-inch minimum fork length. ■

Editor’s Note: For more infor-
mation, contact Capt. Tommy 
Pellegrin at Custom Charters 
at 985-851-3304, or visit cus-
tomchartersllc.com.

September 14th & 15th
Visit 

www.cleanoutyourfreezer.com
for details on drop off   
locations and times

G.P.S. Systems™
Captain Paul’s

For the Best Advice & Hands on Instruction
in this New High Tech Navigation System

CAPTAIN PAUL’S
FISHING EDGE of GPS WAYPOINTS

are available at SPORTSMANGEAR.com

For information on
PRIVATE GROUP SEMINAR RATES

INDIVIDUAL TUTORING • SCHEDULED SEMINARS
Call Captain Paul@ (985) 847-0536
e-mail: captainpaultgps@gmail.com

field notes

Cobia 101 continued >



www.LouisianaSportsman.com September 2019 | Louisiana Sportsman 139



Louisiana Sportsman | September 2019140

The metal-to-metal connection between 
trailer ball and coupler is most often the 
cause of trailer-lighting problems.

field notes

A nyone who tows a boat often enough either has, 
or will, experience problems with the trailer’s lights. 
Either one turn signal doesn’t work, the brake lights 
don’t work, they work intermittently or they show no 

signs of life at all. 
A number of factors could be the culprit, and more often than 

not, one specific factor is to blame.
Checking the bulbs and the wiring is definitely the right place 

to start. Corrosion is common in both areas, and blown-out 
bulbs are a fact of life. It’s always a good feeling to find and cor-
rect those problems, because you know what went wrong, and 
you know they are now fixed. But all too often, the lights just 
start working while you’re in the middle of troubleshooting. And 

while that makes you happy right away, you know the problem 
isn’t fixed. Worse yet, you don’t even know what the problem is, 
or how to fix it.

According to mechanic John Long, the most-common cause of 
trailer-lighting problems is in the grounding of the trailer.

“Just like with electricity in your home, the electrical circuit on your 
boat trailer has to be properly grounded to work,” Long said. “A lack 
of grounding causes all sorts of problems. Whether the lights don’t 
work at all, half of them work, they all work at times but not at oth-
ers — the most-common cause is a lack of grounding.”

A simple solution often fixes this problem
Long said even when the ground wires are hooked up prop-

erly and in good shape, grounding is still the first thing he looks 
at when someone complains 
their lights aren’t working.

“The trailer’s coupler touch-
ing the ball is what grounds 
the trailer’s lighting circuit. 
And this is where most prob-
lems lie. Rust on the hitch ball, 
rust inside the trailer coupler, 
paint on the hitch ball, or 
just caked on dirt. These are 
all common problems that 
interfere with the grounding 
process,” he said.

Sanding the hitch ball with 
sandpaper or a wire brush 
usually does the trick, Long 
said, but sometimes it’s simply 
a matter of washing off layers 
of dirt.

“In most everything to do with 
a boat or vehicle, the last thing 
you want is metal touching 
metal,” he said. “But for keeping 
your trailer wiring grounded, 
that is what you’ve got to have. 
Rust and dirt creates a buffer 
between hitch and coupler. Get 
that metal touching metal, and 
you’ll usually solve most trailer 
lighting problems.” ■

Most trailer LIGHTING problems 
can be traced to one DETAIL

By Brian Cope

Boat trailer lights 
not working? 
Try this 

CAMP & LAND FOR SALE
$124,000

Contact: everard@marksholding.com 504-202-8515
For pictures & more information: www.marksholding19.wixsite.com/grandpass

• Bayou camp surrounded by cypress
• Ownership of camp & land
• Built in 2006
• 3 large BR, 3 BA, galley kitchen
• Central air & heat, hardwood fl oors
• Beautiful balcony
• Potable water; 27KW diesel 

generator (diesel/water delivered
by tug)

• Locker room & storage shed 
• Crabbing & catfi sh/redfi sh/trout 

fi shing off pier

GRAND PASS
VENICE, LA
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1201 Saint CharleS St • houma • 985.872.3314

6632 Airline Hwy
225-355-4449

2018
Forest River
Viking Saga 14 SR
Forest River
Viking Saga 14 SR
$9,995

SLEEPS 4ELECTRIC AWNING

Light 
Weight 
2450lbs

 MON-FRI 8:30 - 5:30 • SAT 8:30 - 2

337-433-7019
3909 HWY 90 EAST
LAKE CHARLES, LA

Alweld Boats offers a 
wide variety of makes and 
models for 12’ to 28’ of all 
welded aluminum boats. 

lamarine@suddenlinkmail.com
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fishing 
hoTspoTs

Sportsman

hoTspoTs

A timeline drawn to show fishing from spring to late 
summer in the Atchafalaya Spillway and the Lake Verret 
system near Pierre Part, it would reflect significant fluc-

tuations in water levels. 
According to Chris Black, owner of Bayside Tackle in Pierre Part, 

those variations have affected the bream fishing, which has been 
on and off this summer. Essentially, flood water from the Atcha-
falaya River and significant rain water from Hurricane Barry have 
been the two biggest challenges fishermen have faced. 

The sinking of a barge in Bayou Chene at the end of May to 
prevent backwater flooding in the region led to a 2-foot drop in 
water level on the Lake Verret (east) side of LA 70, where good 
catches of bream occurred in June and early July. By contrast, the 
Atchafalaya Basin (west) side of LA 70 remained well above the 
5-foot flood stage, at 8.3-feet in Morgan City.

Hurricane Barry made landfall the second weekend in July, and 
heavy rains pushed the water level up again in the Lake Verrett 
system. It wasn’t until late July that water levels returned to nor-
mal, Black said. Once the water receded, things began to pick up. 

“A guy came in at the end of July, and he had just caught a ton 
of chinquapins, which I hadn’t heard of anybody catching a lot of 
this year,” Black said. “He said he caught a lot of them on crickets 
and worms in the lake. And the guys who are catching them 
now say they are the biggest bream they have caught on this 
side in 20 years. They say you can’t hardly put your hand around 
a lot of them.”

Black said two years of high water might be one of the reasons 
for the good catches of larger fish.

The author with a 
spillway goggle eye.

Jo
hn

 Fl
or

es

Chris Black, owner/operator of Bayside Tackle says 
the Triple Tip Grub in popsicle color has been the hot 
bream bait the past two years.

foLLoW fALLing WATER To 
gREAT BREAM fishing
Atchafalaya, Lake Verret water levels are fi nally 
falling, and bream are biting
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The author’s granddaughter, Lillie 
Conner-Flores, shows off a good 
mess of Atchafalaya Basin bream.

“The water has been high in the spillway and the Verret side the 
last two years, when the spawn was going on, and you couldn’t 
really fish,” he said. “The spillway side should be on fire once the 
water recedes.”

High water that overflows the banks spreads fish out so there 
is less competition for beds and less predation. Though anglers 
struggled this year, high water often means bumper catches in 
subsequent years.

By the first week in August, flood stage in Morgan City stood at 
around 6 feet and falling, and the Atchafalaya River continues to 
fall. As the water gets closer to the 5-foot range, bream fishing 
should only get better in Flat Lake, Bear Bayou, Big Jessie Bayou  
and the Shell Oil canals out of Adams Landing near Belle River. 

Manuel Rodrigue of Pierre Part hasn’t let the high water bother 
him. A retired angler who fishes without a depth finder said, 
“When the water is high, sometimes you just have to fish deeper. 
The structure is still there. The fish are still there. You just have 
to adjust and fish deeper — ain’t no doubt about it. I’ve been 
fishing Bayou Corne and Lake Verret. It’s been really good for me, 
and I haven’t gone anyplace else. The fish are biting right now, 
and it’ll get better on into September.”

Besides crickets and worms, Black said one of the hot baits for 
bream over the past couple of years has been a Triple Tip Grub in 
popsicle color. When tipped with a Berkeley Crappie Nibble, the 
combination has been extremely effective. ■

— John Flores
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3650 Westbank Expwy. • Harvey, La
Oldest Marine Dealer in the USA • 129 Years Strong

504-341-1654
Mon. - Fri.
8am-5pm

EST-1890

DUVIC'S, INC.DUVIC'S, INC. 129 Years
STRONG

powered by

SOUTHFORK
Aluminum Boats

Ron Chapman 
Pirogues

DUCK HUNTING! THINK
DUVIC’S!!

Go-Devil
Surface Drive
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T his past spring, Mother Nature threw the Ouachita River 
system a wicked curveball, pushing floodwaters to near-
record highs in the meandering waterway. It’s taken a bit 

longer this year for the river to get right, but is getting there now.
And the crappie bite is right behind, hot on its trail.
“We have started catching some really good crappie on the 

Ouachita,” said fisherman Bobby Phillips of West Monroe. “We are 
about six weeks later than normal, but the river lakes and sloughs 
are starting to produce.”

If you want to get in on the action, Phillips said, one thing has 
been consistent this time of year.

fishing hotspots
Veteran crappie angler Bobby Phillips shows the 
results of the Ouachita River getting back to a normal 
level, as he puts it, “right.”

Ouachita on 
the fall, crappie 
on the rise
Look in shallow water for feeding slabs

225-261-4057 13140 Hooper Rd • BR, LA 70818
www.coversunlimited.net

• Boat Covers • Bimini Tops • Full Enclosures
• Bow & Cockpit Covers  • Marine Upholstery & Repair

• On Site Marine Work • Guaranteed Workmanship

Proud Distributor
of Eagle Carports

Custom
Pool Covers LOUISIANA’S 

CUSTOM
CANVAS
LEADER

CoversUnlimted
“The crappie are going to 

be more shallow than most 
people would believe,” he said. 
“Now that the river is drop-
ping, and its hot as blue blazes, 
the shad are going to be right 
near the top, because that is 
where the oxygen is. Where 
the shad are, the crappie will 
follow, feeding right below 
them. We’ve been catching 
them 2 to 4 feet deep.”

Thousands of acres of river and 
backwater lakes, sloughs and 
creeks make up the Ouachita 
system. Another thing that has 
been consistent is how to find 
crappie as fall approaches.

“A lot of the time, they’ll be 
right out in the middle of the 
lakes and sloughs. What you 
have to look for is the shad 
flicking on the top. When the 
water is slick calm, you can see 
them pretty easy,” he said. “Find 
the shad, rig up a spider rig 
and bait up. You’ll catch some. 

continues >
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And right now, you can fish that spider rig fast. They’ll catch up to 
it. They’re hungry.”

While Phillips normally fishes jigs, he has been fishing shiners 
along with the jigs the past week or so. The minnows obviously 
look more realistic than any lure because, “Hey, they are real,” he 
said, but they are more expensive and hard to keep alive in the 
heat. He has also been catching fish on soft-plastic Bobby Gar-
land lures in bluegrass color, and a red tip/blue body Patriot tube 
jig. Phillips puts a dab of chartreuse dye on the tail of just about 
any jig he puts in the water these days.

As the river continues to fall and the current slows to a 
minimum, fish will move out in the tops in the river as well. He 
reminds fishermen to fish the tops on the outside first and work 
their way in shallower until you locate them. That way you won’t 
spook the fish if they are out deeper. ■

— Kinny Haddox

fishing hotspots

Ouachita crappie continued >
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FRIDAY, SEPT 6 - SUNDAY, SEPT 8, 2019

STARTING AUG 26TH

Bowie pays the tax on any merchandise that does 
not apply to the 2nd Amendment Tax Free Weekend.

Paul Walker caught this cat while fishing his favorite bowfish-
ing spot in south Louisiana on May 25, 2018. 

BELOW: This 9.6-pound lunker was caught on Toledo Bend by 
Julie Sheets of St. Francisville.

Brandon LeJeune, 9, of Cecilia harvested his first 
deer while hunting with his dad at a private lease 
just outside of Winnfield.

Ashley Glenn took this 7-pointer, her first buck, with a 30/30. 
She was so excited she was crying.

SCRAPBOOK
Hunting/Fishing

Riley Dupont, 6, killed his first deer, a 100-pound spike, on a 
youth hunt in Avoyelles Parish on Oct. 27, 2018. He was hunt-
ing with his grandfather, James Dupont, Jr. 

Carl Vogt caught this bull red on a live croaker at the Biloxi Marsh last summer.

Send us your photos, and you may appear on the pages 
of the most widely read outdoor magazine in the Bayou 
State. Send clean, sharp shots of you with your fish, deer, 
ducks, rabbits, squirrels, etc. to  
images@LouisianaSportsman.com
Digital images must be at least 200KB and in jpeg format.

GOT PHOTOS? 
WE WANT ‘EMJulie SheetsJulie Sheets

Paul WalkerPaul Walker

Riley DupontRiley Dupont

Ashley GlennAshley Glenn

Brandon 
LeJeune
Brandon 
LeJeune

Carl VogtCarl Vogt
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Roman Guidry, 9, shot this buck at 12:54 p.m. after hunting over six hours in Summerfield.

Bradyn Dauzat poses with his first deer, a 7-pointer, taken on private property in Grant Parish.

Jared Campbell and his son, Rhett, with crappie, bream and catfish caught on Lake Claiborne, 
near Homer in Claiborne Parish.

John Schwegmann, 11, caught this 1.2-pound bass on a spinner bait in Bayou St. John during 
the 2019 New Orleans City Park Big Bass Fishing Rodeo.

Millie Saterfiel and her dad Matt competed in the Crappie Fishermen United of Louisiana 
tournament held on Lake D’Arbonne over Memorial Day weekend. She said that if we won she 
was getting a new fishing pole with the prize money and the trophy was going on her desk for 
everyone to see. They finished in the middle of the pack but she told her dad they did their best.Roman GuidryRoman Guidry

Bradyn DauzatBradyn Dauzat

Jared & Rhett 
Campbell
Jared & Rhett 
Campbell

John SchwegmannJohn Schwegmann
Millie SaterfielMillie Saterfiel

Send us your photos, and you may appear on the pages of the most widely read outdoor 
magazine in the Bayou State. Send clean, sharp shots of you with your fish, deer, ducks, 
rabbits, squirrels, etc. to images@LouisianaSportsman.com
Digital images must be at least 200KB and in jpeg format.

GOT PHOTOS?  WE WANT ‘EM
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LEFT: Kane Jeanise took this 
5 ½-year-old, 125-pound doe 
opening morning of the youth 
hunt on Barksdale East Reserva-
tion at 80 yards with a 7mm-08.

Tony Heyward of Denham Springs, along with Bruce McKean and son Evan 
McKean of Castle Rock, Colorado, with trout caught at Elmer’s Island while 
wade fishing over Memorial Day weekend. 

RIGHT: Eric Jeanise, 12, shot his 
first deer with a .243 at 50 yards 
on private land in Bossier Parish 

back in November 2017. 

SCRAPBOOK
Hunting/Fishing

Eric JeaniseEric JeaniseTony, Bruce & EvanTony, Bruce & Evan

Kane JeaniseKane Jeanise

Anna Mooney 
poses with her 
8-point buck taken 
in Junction, Tex., 
on Nov. 19, 2018.

Keisha, Stuart, Kate and Bennet Billeaud caught their limits of red snapper out of Cypremort 
Point on July 4. 

Jax Treuting with his first fish caught in Delacroix.

Anna MooneyAnna Mooney

Jax TreutingJax Treuting

Keisha, Stuart, 
Kate & Bennet
Keisha, Stuart, 
Kate & Bennet
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5909 COLISEUM BLVD. • ALEXADRIA, LA 71303

318-487-9495
www.loewerpowersports.com

Louisiana’s Newest 
 & 

Dealer!!!

Come by and let us help you get on the Water .....

 & 
HUNTING REGULATIONS

SPECIES	 SEASON DATES		  BAG LIMIT	 POSSESSION LIMIT
	 (South Zone)		  (North Zone)
DOVES+	 Sept. 7 - 15 		  Sept. 7 - 29	 15	 45
	 Oct. 12 - Nov. 17		  Oct. 12 - Nov. 17
	 Dec. 19 - Jan. 31		  Dec. 28 - Jan. 26

WOODCOCK^	 Dec. 18 - Jan. 31			   3	 9
 
TEAL (blue-winged,	 Sept. 14 - Sept. 29			   6	 18 
green-winged, cinnamon)

RAILS*	
   King & Clapper	 Sept. 14 - 29		  Nov. 9 - Jan. 1	 15	 45
   Sora & Virginia	 Sept. 14 - 29		  Nov. 9 - Jan. 1	 25	 75

GALLINULES*	 Sept. 14 - 29		  Nov. 9 - Jan. 1	 15	 45

SNIPE	 Nov. 2 - Dec. 8	
	 Dec. 21 - Feb. 28		  	 8	 24

QUAIL	 Nov. 16 - Feb. 29			   10	 30

RABBIT	 Oct. 5 - Feb. 29			   8	 24

SQUIRREL	 Oct. 5 - Feb. 29			   8	 24
	 May 2 - 24**			   3	 9

*An extended falconry season for ducks, rails and gallinules will take place from Nov. 4 - Jan. 31. ^An extended falconry season for woodcock will be Nov. 4 - Jan. 31. +An extended falconry season for mourning doves will be Sept. 15 - Oct. 1.
**�Spring squirrel season is CLOSED on the Kisatchie National Forest, National Wildlife Refuges, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers property and some Wildlife Management Areas. 

2019-2020
Not an official document. Refer to LDWF’s official hunting regulations pamphlet or www.wlf.louisiana.gov

WATERFOWL SEASONS

 	 EAST ZONE	 WEST ZONE	 COASTAL ZONE	
DUCKS*, COOTS	 Nov. 23 - Dec. 8 	 Nov. 16 - Dec. 8  	 Nov. 9 - Dec. 8 
& MERGANSERS	 Dec. 14 - Jan. 26	 Dec. 21 - Jan. 26 	 Dec. 21 - Jan. 19
The daily bag limit for ducks is six and may include no more than four mallards (no more than two of which may be females), two canvasback, one mottled duck, one black duck, three wood ducks, three scaups, two 
redheads and one pintail. Daily bag limit for coots is 15. Daily bag limit for mergansers is five, only two of which may be a hooded mergansers. The merganser limits are in addition to the daily bag limit for ducks. 
Possession limits for ducks, coots and mergansers is three times the daily bag limit. Youth waterfowl hunts will be held Nov. 9 and Feb. 1 in the West Zone, Nov. 16 and Feb. 1 in the East Zone, and Nov. 2-3 in the Coastal 
Zone.

GEESE	 (Statewide) 
(snow, blue, Ross 	 Nov. 2 - Dec. 8		  Daily bag limit for light geese (snow, blue, Ross’) is 20, with no possession limit.  
& white-fronted [specklebelly])	 Dec. 21 - Feb. 9		  The daily bag limit for white-fronted geese is two, with a possession limit of six. 
CANADA GOOSE SEASON	 (Statewide)		   
	 Nov. 2 - Dec. 8		  The daily limit for Canada geese is one per day, with a possession limit of three. 
	 Dec. 21 - Jan. 31
CONSERVATION ORDER	 (Statewide) Dec. 9 - 13 
FOR LIGHT GEESE		                    Feb. 10 - March 15	  
Only snow, blue and Ross geese may be taken under the terms of the conservation order, which allows the use of electronic calls and unplugged shotguns, and eliminates the daily bag and possession limits. Shooting 
hours begin one-half hour before sunrise and extends until one-half hour after sunset.

AREA	 ARCHERY	 PRIMITIVE FIREARMS	 STILL HUNT 	 WITH/WITHOUT DOGS 
		  (Either-sex)	 (All either-sex, except as noted)	 (No dogs allowed) (All either-sex, except as noted)	 (All either-sex, except as noted)

1		  Oct. 1 - Jan. 31	 Nov. 9 -15	 Nov. 16 - Dec. 6	 Dec. 7 - Jan. 5 
			   Jan. 20 - 31	 Jan. 6 - 19
2		  Oct. 1 - Jan. 31	 Oct. 19 - 25	 Oct. 26 - Dec. 3	 Dec. 4 - Jan. 12 
			   Jan. 13 - 19 	 	

3		  Sept. 21 - Jan. 15	 Oct. 12 - 18, Jan. 6 - 12	 Oct. 19 - Dec. 1	 Dec. 2 - Jan. 5 (certain areas) 
4		  Oct. 1 - Jan. 31 	 Nov. 9 - 15	 Nov. 16 - Dec. 6 	 Dec. 7 - Jan. 5
			   Jan. 20 - 31	 Jan. 6 - 19	  
5		  Oct. 1 - 15 (bucks only)  	 Nov. 9 - 15 (either-sex)	 Nov. 16-17, Nov. 29 - Dec. 1 (either-sex)	 Dec. 14-15, Dec. 21-22 (either-sex) 
		  Oct. 16 - Feb. 15(either-sex) 	 Jan. 20 - 31 (bucks only)	 Nov. 18-28, Dec. 2-6 (bucks only)	 Dec. 7-13, Dec. 16-20 (bucks only)

					     Dec. 23  - Jan. 19 (bucks only)

					   
6		  Oct. 1 - 15 (bucks only) 	 Nov. 9 - 15	 Nov. 16 - Dec. 6	 Dec. 7 - Jan. 19 
		  Oct. 16 - Feb. 15(either-sex) 	 Jan. 20 - 31		
7		  Sept. 21 - Jan. 15 	 Oct. 12 - 18	 Oct. 19 - Dec. 1	 Dec. 2 - Jan. 5 
       		  Jan. 6 - 12	 	

8		  Sept. 21 - Jan. 15	 Oct. 12 - 18, Jan. 6 - 12	 Oct. 19 - Dec. 1	 Dec. 2 - Jan. 5		
9		  Oct. 1 - 15 (bucks only)	 Nov. 9-15 (either-sex) 	 Nov. 16-17, Nov. 29 - Dec. 1 (either-sex)	 Dec. 14-15, Dec. 21-22 (either-sex) 
		  Oct. 16 - Feb. 15 (either-sex) 	 Jan. 20 - 31 (bucks only)	 Nov. 18-28, Dec. 2-6 (bucks only)	 Dec. 7-13, Dec. 16-20 (bucks only)

					     Dec. 23 - Jan. 19 (bucks only)

			 
10		 Sept. 21 - Jan. 15 	 Oct. 12 - 18, Jan. 6 - 12	 Oct. 19 - Jan. 5 	

DEER SEASONS

HUNTING SEASONS

2019 - 2020 Deer Hunting Areas
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10



5909 COLISEUM BLVD. • ALEXADRIA, LA 71303

318-487-9495
www.loewerpowersports.com

Louisiana’s Newest 
 & 

Dealer!!!

Come by and let us help you get on the Water .....

 & 
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ASTRO TABLES

For more information and samples of PrimeTimes products, 
visit our web site: www.primetimes2.com

Astro Tables is far more effective than “moon 
tables,” because it takes into account critical 
solar energies as well as lunar.  
• The “Best Days” column is based on the 
ever-changing positions of the sun and the 
moon, rating each day on a scale of 0 to 
100. The higher the number, the more solar/
lunar influence that day is experiencing (see 
“Value” column or corresponding black bars).  
• The two Primary periods (Moon Overhead 
and Moon Underfoot) vary in length from 
one hour to three-and-one-half hours, 
depending on a number of important lunar 
cycles, such as how close the moon is to the 
earth that day and how high its orbit is. The 
solar symbols alert you to when a Primary 
period overlaps a major solar period (eg: 
Dawn, High-Noon, and Dusk). The secondary 
periods of Moonrise and Moonset last about 
one hour each… 30 minutes before and 
after the listed time. (See key at bottom of 
each month for more detail.)  
• Astro Tables is a quick-reference version 
of its parent publication, the PrimeTimes 
Wall Calendar, which is recommended 
for those wishing more complete data on 
the best days and times to go fishing and 
hunting for the entire year (see “Available 
Products” below).  
• PrimeTimes’ forecasts are based on 
solar/lunar research at a leading college of 
astrophysics and our own research pond/
wildlife area. Annual data is supplied by 
the U.S. Naval Observatory. All times are 
adjusted to the center of your time zone and 
for Daylight Saving Time.  
AVAILABLE PRODUCTS:  
The 2019 PrimeTimes Wall Calendar. 
$13.95 (plus $4 s&h). Know the best days, 
best times, and their relative strengths for 
all of 2019 with this information-packed, 
full-color, 11-inch by 17-inch, graphic peaks 

-and-valleys forecaster. Includes rise and 
set times for the sun and moon, space to 
log your catches, “Timely Tips,” plus fish and 
game symbols showing you each month’s 
don’t-miss periods. Also includes exclusive 
summary charts revealing the best and 
worst days of 2019, the year’s best periods, a 
look ahead at 2020, and more. Comes with 
FREE 2019 Astro Tables pocket calendar, 
which sells separately for $8.95, plus $3 s&h.  
Book: “How to Know When to Go” by 
Rick Taylor. $14.95 (plus $4 s&h). 100 
pages, 43 illustrations. A comprehensive 
look at the main factors influencing fish and 
game activity periods, plus how to devise 
an effective when-to-go game plan using 
any year’s PrimeTimes calendars. Individual 
assessments of bass, panfish, deer, turkey, 
and more. 
2019 Ultimate PrimeTimes software 
for PCs. $29.95 (plus $3 s&h, or no s&h if 
downloaded from web). The world’s best 
forecaster allows you to fine-tune the peak 
times to your exact location, quarry, and 
even weather. Too many features to list here, 
including making your own App. For more 
details, please call us or visit our web site 
(see below).  
SPECIAL PACKAGE OFFERS:  
#1: Wall Calendar, Astro Tables and “How 
to Know...” book.... $19.95 (plus $5 s&h).  
#2: Same as #1, plus Software...$47.95 
(plus $6 s&h).  
#3: Same as #2, minus book...$38.95 
(plus $5 s&h). 

Send to: PrimeTimes 2019 • Dept. LS •  
2487 NW 75th Ave., Ste. 100 • Ankeny, IA 
50023 

For credit/debit card orders, call 
515-964-5516, or go online to  
primetimes2.com and click Catalog.

1015 STEPHENSVILLE RD. • MORGAN CITY •  985-385-1323 • 1-866-238-8353 • SCuLLYbOATS.COM • INfO@SCuLLYSALuMINuMbOATS.COM

Work Boat SpecialiSt – 20’ to 40’ BoatS availaBle

Scully'S
CUSTOMIZED AlUMInUM BOATS
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Fish feed most actively when the tide is moving. Louisiana Sportsman has 
made it simple to spot the most-active feeding periods each day in the Tide 
Guide. Just fish those times indicated in black. To find the best time to fish your 
favorite honeyhole, find the spot under Tide Corrections that is closest to the 
area, and add or subtract the time from the corresponding daily prediction.

How to use the
SPORTSMAN Tide Guide

East Point, Grand Isle	 HIGH	 LOW
Barataria Pass  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       +1:00 . . . . .     -0:10	
Bastian Island  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       +0:41 . . . .    +0:12
Bay Gardene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        +2:51    . .  +2:44
Bayou BonFouca . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     +9:59 . . .  +10:11
Breton Islands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       +0:54 . . . .    +0:48	
Caillou Boca . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         +0:40 . . . .    +0:48	
Caminada Pass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      +0:20 . . . .    +0:12	
Chandeleur Light . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    +0:37 . . . .    +0:34	
Chef Pass  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           +5:17  . . .   +5:07	
Cocodrie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            +1:22 . . . .    +1:33	
Comfort Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       +1:34 . . . .    +0:54	
Delacroix Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      +3:42 . . . .    +3:31 
Empire Jetty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         -1:03 . . . . .     -1:45	
Four Bayou Pass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     +2:18 . . . .    +0:17	
Gardner Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       +0:40 . . . .    +0:47	
Grand Pass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          +1:48 . . . .    +1:16
Head of Passes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        -0:48 . . . .    +0:00	
Hopedale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           +4:17 . . . .    +4:56	
Independence Island  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 +2:29 . . . .    +1:59	
Jack Bay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            +1:59 . . . .    +1:28	
Joseph Bayou . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        -0:36 . . . . .    -1:37	
Lafitte . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              +1:45  . . .   +2:51	
Long Point,  Lake Borgne . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              +2:28 . . . .    +2:11	
Manila Village . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       +2:32 . . . .    +3:13
Michoud Substation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  +5:24 . . . .    +5:02	
New Canal (Bucktown) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               +10:34 . . .  +10:49	
North Pass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           -0:31 . . . . .     -0:37	
Paris Road Bridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    +5:53 . . . .    +5:58	
Pelican Islands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       +2:26 . . . .    +2:26	
Pointe a la Hache . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    +3:12 . . . .    +3:01	
Port Eads  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            -0:17 . . . . .     -1:37	
Raccoon Point  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        -0:03 . . . . .     -0:20	
Shell Beach  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         +4:32 . . . .    +4:25	
Ship Shoal Light  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      -1:54 . . . . .     -1:50	
South Pass, Miss. R. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   -1:13 . . . . .     -1:20	
Southwest Pass, Miss. R. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  -0:38 . . . .     - 1:33
Tchefuncte River . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    +10:23 . . .  +11:01	
Timbalier Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     +0:19  . . .   +0:23	
Wine Island  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         +1:08 . . . .    +1:02

Calcasieu Pass, Lighthouse Wharf	 HIGH	 LOW
Cote Blanche Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  +4:33 . . . .    +3:40	
Eugene Island  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       +1:49 . . . . .     -0:39	
Lighthouse Point . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     +0:58 . . . . .     -0:53	
Mermentau River ent. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                +0:20 . . . .    +0:25	
Point Au Fer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         +1:53 . . . . .     -1:02	
Point Chevreul . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       +3:16 . . . .    +0:30	
Rabbit Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        +2:01 . . . . .     -0:36	
Shell Island . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . +3:08 . . . .    +0:45	
South Point  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         +1:55 . . . . .     -0:33	
Southwest Pass, Vermillion Bay . . . . . . . . .        +1:42 . . . .    +0:51	
Weeks Bay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          +3:58 . . . .    +3:56

TIDE GUIDES

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

1

 5:09 am 2.1 H
 11:01 am 0.9 L

 4:40 pm 2.2 H
 11:30 pm 0.7 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

2

 5:34 am 2.0 H
 11:51 am 0.7 L

 6:04 pm 2.1 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

3

 12:22 am 1.1 L
 6:01 am 2.0 H

 12:45 pm 0.5 L
 8:00 pm 2.0 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

4

 1:24 am 1.4 L
 6:31 am 2.0 H
 1:47 pm 0.4 L

 10:04 pm 2.1 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

5

 3:10 am 1.7 L
 7:08 am 1.9 H
 2:55 pm 0.4 L

 11:49 pm 2.1 H

FQ

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

6

 4:56 am 1.8 L
 7:58 am 1.9 H
 3:58 pm 0.3 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

7

 1:12 am 2.2 H
 6:24 am 1.8 L
 9:01 am 1.9 H
 4:59 pm 0.3 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

8

 2:06 am 2.3 H
 7:20 am 1.8 L

 10:04 am 1.9 H
 5:57 pm 0.3 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

9

 2:49 am 2.3 H
 7:58 am 1.7 L

 11:07 am 1.9 H
 6:51 pm 0.4 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

10

 3:25 am 2.2 H
 8:28 am 1.7 L

 12:13 pm 1.9 H
 7:38 pm 0.4 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

11

 3:53 am 2.1 H
 8:54 am 1.6 L
 1:07 pm 2.0 H
 8:19 pm 0.5 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

12

 4:12 am 2.1 H
 9:15 am 1.5 L
 1:50 pm 2.0 H
 8:55 pm 0.6 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

13

 4:19 am 2.0 H
 9:34 am 1.4 L
 2:31 pm 2.0 H
 9:29 pm 0.7 L

FM

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

14

 4:16 am 2.0 H
 9:57 am 1.3 L
 3:14 pm 2.0 H

 10:01 pm 0.9 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

15

 4:17 am 2.0 H
 10:25 am 1.1 L

 4:02 pm 2.0 H
 10:31 pm 1.1 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

16

 4:27 am 2.0 H
 10:58 am 1.0 L

 4:56 pm 2.0 H
 11:01 pm 1.2 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

17

 4:41 am 2.0 H
 11:34 am 0.9 L

 5:52 pm 2.0 H
 11:31 pm 1.4 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

18

 4:52 am 2.0 H
 12:13 pm 0.8 L

 6:56 pm 2.0 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

19

 12:05 am 1.6 L
 4:57 am 1.9 H

 12:59 pm 0.7 L
 8:35 pm 2.0 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

20

 12:47 am 1.8 L
 4:52 am 2.0 H
 1:55 pm 0.6 L

 10:22 pm 2.1 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

21

 2:03 am 2.0 L
 4:43 am 2.0 L
 2:57 pm 0.5 L

 11:57 pm 2.2 H

LQ

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

22

 3:59 pm 0.4 L
3 6 9 N 3 6 9

23

 12:59 am 2.3 H
 5:00 pm 0.3 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

24

 1:37 am 2.3 H
 6:42 am 1.9 L
 9:47 am 2.1 H
 6:02 pm 0.3 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

25

 2:06 am 2.3 H
 7:09 am 1.8 L

 11:11 am 2.1 H
 7:02 pm 0.3 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

26

 2:31 am 2.3 H
 7:44 am 1.6 L

 12:32 pm 2.2 H
 7:56 pm 0.3 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

27

 2:51 am 2.3 H
 8:23 am 1.3 L
 1:42 pm 2.3 H
 8:48 pm 0.5 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

28

 3:11 am 2.2 H
 9:05 am 1.0 L
 2:47 pm 2.4 H
 9:39 pm 0.7 L

NM

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

29

 3:32 am 2.2 H
 9:50 am 0.7 L
 3:57 pm 2.4 H

 10:29 pm 1.0 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

30

 3:56 am 2.2 H
 10:37 am 0.5 L

 5:15 pm 2.4 H
 11:20 pm 1.3 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

September 2019 

CALCASIEU PASS     LA

LDT
Tide in feet above MLLW (mean lower-low water)

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

3.0 ft.
1.5 ft.
0.0 ft.

1

 1:44 pm 1.1 H
 9:42 pm 0.8 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

2

 2:15 am 0.8 L
 8:34 am 0.7 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

3

 1:35 am 1.0 H
 11:24 am 0.5 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

4

 1:57 am 1.2 H
 1:17 pm 0.4 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

5

 2:42 am 1.3 H
 2:38 pm 0.3 L

FQ

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

6

 3:37 am 1.4 H
 3:45 pm 0.2 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

7

 4:39 am 1.5 H
 4:44 pm 0.2 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

8

 5:47 am 1.5 H
 5:36 pm 0.2 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

9

 6:56 am 1.4 H
 6:23 pm 0.3 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

10

 8:00 am 1.4 H
 7:04 pm 0.3 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

11

 8:56 am 1.4 H
 7:37 pm 0.4 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

12

 9:46 am 1.3 H
 8:03 pm 0.5 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

13

 10:33 am 1.2 H
 8:16 pm 0.6 L

FM

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

14

 11:21 am 1.1 H
 8:11 pm 0.7 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

15

 12:17 pm 1.0 H
 7:34 pm 0.8 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

16

 12:50 am 0.9 H
 6:52 am 0.8 L
 1:42 pm 0.9 H
 6:12 pm 0.9 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

17

 12:29 am 1.0 H
 8:44 am 0.7 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

18

 12:40 am 1.2 H
 10:23 am 0.6 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

19

 1:07 am 1.3 H
 11:54 am 0.5 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

20

 1:45 am 1.4 H
 1:13 pm 0.4 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

21

 2:35 am 1.5 H
 2:24 pm 0.4 L

LQ

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

22

 3:35 am 1.5 H
 3:28 pm 0.3 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

23

 4:45 am 1.6 H
 4:27 pm 0.2 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

24

 6:03 am 1.6 H
 5:23 pm 0.2 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

25

 7:26 am 1.5 H
 6:15 pm 0.3 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

26

 8:51 am 1.5 H
 7:03 pm 0.4 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

27

 10:22 am 1.4 H
 7:44 pm 0.6 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

28

 12:07 pm 1.2 H
 8:06 pm 0.8 L

NM

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

29

 12:11 am 0.9 H
 6:20 am 0.7 L
 2:42 pm 1.1 H
 7:07 pm 1.0 L

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

30

 8:16 am 0.6 L
 11:25 pm 1.3 H

3 6 9 N 3 6 9

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

September 2019 

EAST POINT         LA

LDT
Tide in feet above MLLW (mean lower-low water)

	 SUNDAY	 MONDAY	 TUESDAY	 WEDNESDAY	 THURSDAY	 FRIDAY	 SATURDAY
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Tide Corrections

IT’S NOT THE ENGINE, IT’S THE FUEL!
WWW.STARTRON.COM

Order the Tide Guides for over 
40 locations throughout Louisiana.

 Call 1-800-538-4355 or go on line 
www.lasmag.com

Order the Tide Guides for over 
40 locations throughout Louisiana.

 Call 1-800-538-4355 or go on line 
www.lasmag.com
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SPORTSMAN 
SHOWCASE

FISH LAB BIO MINNOW

STACKED LADDER CLIMBING STICKS

Soft-plastic swimbaits are a big hit with 
freshwater and saltwater anglers. They work 
well, and almost every brand is the spitting 
image of all the rest. 

But that’s not true with the Fish Lab Bio Minnow. 
This weedless swimbait bucks the minimalist trend of a 
slender body with a big tail. This one has the action-producing 
tail, but it also has a dorsal fin, as well as all the other fins a real 
baitfish has. And they aren’t just for looks. These fins shimmy 
and shiver at even the slowest retrieve speeds. The lure has big 
eyes, too, which are magnets for predatory gamefish.

This lure is at home in open water, but is just as effective 
when reeled through heavy cover, whether that’s grass 
lines, cypress knees, or downed trees. When rigged with a 

screw-lock, weighted swimbait hook, it’s great for skipping 
under docks or low-hanging tree limbs along banks. This lure 
comes in three sizes and four colors, so you can match the 
hatch at your favorite fishing hole.

The Fish Lab Bio Minnow ranges in price from $7.99 to $8.99 
a pack.
For more info, visit: www.fishlabtackle.com

Some landowners frown on hunters putting 
anything metal in a tree trunk, like pegs or screw-in 
steps that are most-often used to help climb to a 
lock on-style stand well off the ground. The alterna-
tive used to be long, clunky metal ladder sections 
that were a real pain to tote into the woods, on your 
back or on the back of an ATV. 

No longer. Earlier this summer, Louisiana’s Stacked 
Outdoors debuted it’s Stacked Ladder Climbing 
Sticks, a set of four lightweight ladder sticks that can 
be strapped to a tree trunk in sections, allowing hunt-
ers to climb up to 20 feet up on a solid set of steps.

The sticks are molded in single pieces, four of 
which come per set. They fit together like plastic 

stacking cups and 
come with a carry 
strap that allows 
hunters to easily 
haul them into the 
woods — especially 
since a set weighs 
less than 10 pounds. 
The step sections are 
21 inches long, with 
17 inches between steps, and each comes with a 
strap that fastens it to the tree trunk.

MSRP for a set is $149. 
For more info, visit: www.stackedoutdoors.com

PLANO EDGE TACKLE STORAGE
Building on its popular 3600 and 3700 Stowaway tackle boxes, 

Plano Molding Systems has recently debuted a set of 10 differ-
ent storage boxes that provide everything a fisherman could 

want in tackle storage.
The EDGE series boxes start with a cystal-clear lid so 
their contents can be identified quickly, without open-
ing. They feature a Dri-Loc, waterproof seal, a moisture 
barrier that can’t be beat. A third new feature is a 
single latch that allows the box to be opened with one 

hand, so the box can be opened quickly and easily.
Plano’s new Rustrictor anti-corrosion compound is 

infused into the base of all EDGE boxes, preventing ter-
minal tackle and bites from corroding. Water Wick provides 

further corrosion defense from a water-absorbing, desiccant 
divider. Vented dividers allow for air circulation within the box.

Different models range in MSRP from $19.99 to $49.99. 
For more info, visit: www.planomolding.com/edge
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985-632-5846CAPT. MIKE GUIDRY
406 E. 74th St.

Cut Off, LA 70345

e-mail: boodro@viscom.net
www.rippinlipguideservice.com

Specializing in
Redfish & Speckled Trout

ACCOMMODATIONS AVAILABLE

BROCHURES AVAILABLE!

TRIPS OUTINGS,  FULLY SUPPLIED
CATCH CLEANED, & PACKED

fishing the Golden Meadow, 
Grand Isle & Fourchon Area

Louisiana &
Coast Guard

Licensed
& Insured

Chad Dufrene
dufrenesguideservice@yahoo.com

Cell: (985)-637-6357

Fishing Delacroix
Specializing in Redfish & Speckled Trout

FISH-N-TELL CHARTERS
CAPT. BARRY SCHEXNAYDRE

(225) 938-2419 • FISHNTELLCHARTERS@YAHOO.COM
24’ BAY BOATS

SPECIALIZING IN SPECKLED TROUT & REDFISH
FISHING FROM

FOURCHON TO GRAND ISLAND AREA

LAS-SR: RC GA: JC

504-278 FISH
www.CaptainCharlie.com

Guaranteed Fish!
Experience Louisiana’s

Most Professional
Guide Service

• Light Tackle
• Fly Fishing

• Redfish
• Speckled Trout

Guides & 
Classifi eds
Display Ads
1/32 Page .............  ..... $75/mn
1/16  Page .............  ...$107/mn

(vertical or horizontal)
1/8  Page................  ...$155/mn

  (vertical or horizontal)

To place a classifi ed display ad 
Call 1-800-538-4355
Mon-Thurs 8-5 • Fri 8-3

Deer Hunt w/Lodging & Meals
3 Days - Fri, Sat & Sun $600

Bow, Muzzleloader, 
Youth & Modern Gun, Semi-Guided,

1500 Acres Southwest Arkansas

1-870-246-5128 or Cell 1-870-403-1104
Visit us at www.tnrhunting.com

 

Peel & Stick

SportSmanGear.com

SportSmanGear.com

Claude’s Trailers and Sales

6400 Hwy 14
New Iberia, La. 70560

Since 1963 Claude’s has been taking care 
of the trailer needs of Acadiana. 
Whether you need a new Boat, Utility 
or Gooseneck trailer of just have a problem 
with your current trailer, Claude’s can solve 
your problem.

No matter where you bought your 
trailer, no matter what brand, 
Claude’s services them all.
We are one of a few service facilities 
that can build custom axles

We Build 

Axles In 

House!!!

337-367-1141

traILerS

“Take the last train
to Clarksville, Texas that is...”

• Whitetail Hunts
• Exotic Hunts
• Bow & Rifl e

Call Ed 985-856-5790

RANCHO 
MAYONESA

troLLInG motorS

HUntInG

HUntInG

2221 N. Airway • Baton Rouge, LA 70815

Custom Installation 
& Rigging

• Batteries
• Chargers
• Minkotta
• Talon
• Hummingbird

• Yamaha
• Fishing Tackle
• Steering
• Jack Plates
• Motorguide

• Power-Pole
• LowRance
• Mercury
•  Maps & 

Map Cards

NEW & USED SALES
& REPAIRS

Top It off!

Briar Creek
LODGE

Alabama whitetail and 
quail hunting at its best!!

Contact Larry W. Adams
P.O. Box 107

Millry, Alabama 36558
dladams@millry.net

251-846-2717
www.briarcreeklodge.com
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quail hunting at its best!!

Contact Larry W. Adams
P.O. Box 107

Millry, Alabama 36558
dladams@millry.net
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We are looking for drivers to deliver the 
Louisiana SportSman Magazine.

Circulation experience helpful but not necessary 
dependable vehicle & a valid LA drivers license a 
must. If you have 3-5 days a month to help spread 
the word I would like to hear from you!

HELp
WantED

Please Contact: Ricky Naquin,
Circulation Director @ 985-859-7744 -or- rickyn@lasmag.com

If You Love to Fish, Hunt and Meet People You Qualify!

Peel & 
Stick
SportSmanGear.com

Classifieds

To place a classified ad 
Call 1-800-538-4355
Mon-Thurs 8-5 • Fri 8-3

LoDGInG reaL eState

reaL eState

CAMPERS-MOTORHOMES OK ok 
near Falgoust Canal Marina fronting 
on Lower Bayou Dularge, south of 
Houma 4ft plus elevation inside an 
existing hurricane floodgate levee 
system & flood gate) In the middle 
of the best saltwater fishing in Ter-
rebonne Parish close to fresh water 
bash fishing, Driveways in place!!!! 
Call for details. Robert Hale Real 
Estate (985)804-7525 or go to 
Roberthalerealestate.com for pho-
tos, maps and restrictions. 985-804-
7525 3RE-103/P

ONLY 3 LOTS LEFT, $39,500

HUntInG

Boat For SaLe
16FT BATEAU W/ 4 STROKE 20Hp 

Mercury, Trolling motor, Pm BARELY 

USED! New trailer, all papers $3800 

225-252-3211 1BS-101/W

HAPPY JACK CABIN RENTAL Great 
Fishing Lodge on the water with launch.  
Can Sleep 10  visit: www.LaCabins.
com for booking & availability or call/text  
504-628-7577 504-628-7577 12L-101/W

145 ACRES NEAR ST. FRANCIS-

VILLE, LA. Rolling timberland with 

small fields used for game food plots. 

Quiet area, easily accessible, abundant 

wildlife (deer and turkey) . This tract also 

has possibilities for camp or homesite. 

Patrick Butler, Realtor 225-721-1008 

225-721-1008 3RE-107/W

S&D Whitetails hunting over 4500 

acres in Central Texas. 99% Suc-

cess. 20 years in business. No Fancy 

Gates or Lodge, Just Big Deer. Base 

price of $2,950 buck up to 140, we 

have deer 200+. www.sdwhitetails.

com 325-642-7596

------------------------------------------------

LAKEFRONT PROPERTY. 2 story, 

2BR, 2 bath house with 1,500 sq. ft. 

living area and 85’ x 12’ deck over-

looking White Oak Lake, 15 mi. from 

Camden, Arkansas. House is pre-

furnished and surrounded by 23,000 

ac. Poison Springs WMA. Hunt deer, 

turkey, hogs. $75,000. Call Mike at 

870-403-1104.

www.SportSmanGear.com

Cool Breeze

STAY

DrY
STAY

Cool
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ADVERTISERS INDEX

we will be showcasing some awesome duck 
hunting action, Captain Charlie Thomason will be 
giving the low down on inshore fishing, we will 
be cooking up some great dishes at the camp, 
and Greg Hackney will be showing how he 
targets largemouth bass. Come go with us! 

This Month On SPORTSMAN TV, 

Cox Sports Television Thursdays - 6:30 pm, Saturdays - 8:30 am, Sundays - 9:00 am You can catch any episode you missed on
louisianasportsman.com/sportsmantv

SPORTSMAN TV SPONSORS

Brought to you by

Don’t miss
SPORTSMAN TV!

L O U I S I A N A S P O R T S M A N . C O M / S P O R T S M A N T V

Nuthin’s Safe 

The NEW Louisiana Sportsman TV features experts of their fields to bring you the most exciting 
and informative hunting and fishing video content out there. This month on Louisiana Sportsman 
TV, Greg Hackney will be showing you some tips and tricks for bass, Capt. Charlie Thomason will 
be highlighting inshore techniques, Hampton Rutland will take you along on his duck hunting 
adventures and much more! Tune in every week on Cox Sports Television Thursdays at 6:30pm, 
Saturdays at 8:30am, and Sundays at 9am. Also subscribe to our Youtube Channel youtube.com/
sportsmantv to see our video segments posted to the web.
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3650 Westbank Expwy. Harvey, LA Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

Powered BySERVING 
ALL YOUR

BOATING
NEEDS

SINCE 1890

504-341-1654
DUVIC'S, INC.DUVIC'S, INC.

EST-1890

MSRP IS A DIRTY 4 LETTER WORD... WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD!

1870 Southfork

230 Bay Reef with 300 
Suzuki and hard top

250BR

BRAND NEW MODEL!

2400 w/300hp Suzuki, 
Tandem Axle Aluminum Trailer

2420GTS
w/250hp Suzuki, tandem 
axle trailer

DUVIC’S!
Re-Power Center

LET US BUILD 
THE RIGHT BOAT 

FOR YOU!

1870 Southfork

Re-Power CenterRe-Power Center
YOUR #1 129 YEARS IN BUSINESS!! A COMPANY THAT’S BEEN AROUND THAT LONG MUST BE DOINGSOMETHING RIGHT!

LET US BUILD LET US BUILD 
THE RIGHT BOAT THE RIGHT BOAT 

FOR YOU!FOR YOU!
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13173 Airline Hwy, Gonzales

Ascension Equipment & Rent All
Save More Today & Mow Tomorrow!

ascensionequipment.com
(225) 647-5881
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SPOOLER 
& REAPER

THE SPORTSMAN

THE ULTIMATE IN FISHING & LIFESTYLE COMFORT 
— CRAFTED BY ANGLERS, FOR ANGLERS

AVAILABLE NOW

Louisiana Sportsman | September 2019






