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SMITH SHANKLIN SOSA
PERSONAL INJURY TRIAL LAWYERS

The advice you
take today will
affectyou
everyday for the
rest of your life...

» AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS We have represented thousands of people who trusted us with their injury
» 18-WHEELER ACCIDENTS claims. We are the GO TO lawfirm for people who love the outdoors just as
» WRONGFUL DEATH much as we do. Call for a free no obligation consultation.

» PERSONAL INJURY
» DANGEROUS PRODUCTS

Smith Shanklin Sosa, L.L.C.
16851 Jefferson Hwy, Suite 7C
Baton Rouge, LA 70817

225-223-6333 / www. smithshanklin.com

The information you obtain from this ad is not, nor is it intended to be, legal advice. You should consult an attorey for advice regarding your individual situation. We invite you to contact us and welcome your Alicia Sosa John Smith Loren Shanklin
calls, letters and email. Contacting us does not create an attorney-client relationship. Please do not send any confidential information to us until such time as an attorney-client relationship has been established
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FEATURES:

LEAKED STOCK REPORT SHOWS
PLIGHT OF LOUISIANA'S SPECKS

Current Data may signal future changes in creel and size
limits for fishermen in the Sportsman’s Paradise.

By Chris Berzas

SPECKLED TROUT SPAWN GAME

Research shows that older females drop as many as 10 x

more eggs.

By Chris Berzas
RUNNING IN CIRCLES GAME CHANGER
Follow this route and you'll put trout and redfish in your New LiveScope gives anglers extreme advantage in
boat all along the way. catching fish.

By Rusty Tardo By Kinny Haddox
FISHING ROCK JETTIES, OLD- 11 TIPS FOR MOPPING UP ON
SCHOOL STYLE POST-SPAWN CRAPPIE

By John McQueen Tim Bye shares his tried-and-true sac-a-lait tactics.
7 STEPS TO CLEAN TROUT TOP 8 TIPS FOR MORE BREAM
The quickest way to clean specks — or most any fish. Follow thldese simple steps to fill your box.

By Jerald Horst

THE BEST THING YOU CAN DO
WHEN FISHING TOPWATERS CRUISING FOR CATFISH

Catch a cooler full of delicious catfish using this easy and
incredibly relaxing jugline technique.

By Brian Cope

Patience is key to more hookups, guide says.
By Patrick Bonin

MARSH ISLAND SLOT MACHINE

Here's where winning tournament reds like to hang out.

By Don Shoopman FISHING HOTSPOTS:
GET CHUMMY WITH MANGROVES Shell Beach Toledo Bend bass

This Lafitte guide relaxes by heading out of Grand Isle to .
catch mangrove snapper, one of the most-persnickety TI'OUT, I'edS TOledO Bend crappie

fish in the Gulf. Here's how he catches regular multi-
person limits.

By Chris Ginn
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OUTDOOR UPDATE:

WATER AND WATERFOWL,
HUGE SPECKS, SNAPPER,
BASS, A GOLD CATFISH

AND A BIG ANNIVERSARY

SPORTSMAN SHOW
COMES TO DOME

ON THE COVER:

The future of speckled trout isn't looking too good, as biolo-
gists’surveys come to light and show a shrinking popula-
tion in Louisiana waters. Cover photo by Chris Berzas.
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MISSISSIPPI FLYWAY FLOODING
WRECKS CROP PRODUCTION

WOES A DOUBLE-EDGED SVWORD FOR WATERFOWL AND HUNTERS

By Darren Dighy

he record rains and flooding that plagued lower Mis-
sissippi Flyway hunters this past waterfowl season has

continued to impact residents and businesses well to

our north, even as we get into the heart of summer. Though an
undoubtedly serious matter, something our residents know all
too well, it may also include a couple of silver linings for both
waterfowl and those that pursue them in the Bayou State.

Based on early reports, record rainfall and flooding has served
to improve conditions on the breeding grounds in key states
such as the Dakotas, Minnesota and lowa. Runoff from melting
snows combined with repeated rounds of torrential rains have
breathed new life into wetlands that struggled to hold water
the past few years. As a result, breeding ducks should find
improved conditions for reproduction this summer.

Additionally, the extreme rainfall has resulted in significant
delays to Midwest farmers getting crops planted. According
to data released in early June by NASA Earth Observatory, the
continental USS. has had its 12 soggiest months since modern
record-keeping began 124 years ago.

FLOODED FIELDS CONTINUE
TO HAMPER PLANTING EFFORTS

Indeed, a winter and spring that was a boon for waterfowl
habitat has turned out to be a bane for farmers, as soggy or
flooded fields continue to hamper planting efforts for this year’s
Crops.

Though this is unfortunate news for those of us who love
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MISSISSIPPI FLYWAY CORN
ACRES LEFT TO PLANT

i V
Comparing Week 20 S
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Extreme amounts of winter rainfall, snow
melt and spring rains and the resulting flood-
ing will provide waterfowl with plenty of
breeding habitat but put farmers in a jam.

to include corn on the plate, it's a potential positive sign for
Louisiana hunters citing the act of flooding unharvested corn
and other agricultural crops as a reason for delayed or reduced

migrations of waterfowl. Whether the impacts of this practice are,

in fact, significant or minimal, southern hunters aren't likely to
complain should crops not make it into the fields this year, or at
the very least not at peak yields.

As of early June, farmers were still well behind the pace for
typical planting schedules for corn crops throughout key pro-
ducing states such as Missouri, lowa and Nebraska. In fact, 2019
has marked the slowest pace in U.S. Department of Agriculture
records dating back to 1980. For example, at May's end, only
about 58 percent of the Midwest’s corn crop had been planted;

in a typical planting season, 90 percent of the crop in the ground.

Into the first week of June, only an average of 67 percent had
been planted among 18 key corn-producing states.

RECORD NUMBER OF FIELDS
WILL NOT GET PLANTED

For some farmers, the last date for proper crop development
and peak yields has now passed, leaving significant acreage
unplanted for the summer growing season. Some agricultural
experts were predicting in early June that a record number of
acres that will go unplanted this year, an estimate that could
reach nearly 6 million acres that are usually in production.

The adage“It's always something”is certainly in play, as reduced
corn acreage will surely result in higher prices at the supermar-
ket; however, it may encourage a few more birds to make it
down this way come fall.

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

Specializing in
Forest, Recreation and
Agricultural Properties

r|-
Properties

A Limited Llablllty Company

318-473-8751

bakeragproperties.com

% MERCURY

Mississippi-Louisiana’s Boating Headquarters Since 1986

i o
4899 HWY 84 WEST Family Owned & Operated u?g'uﬁ

VIDALIA, LA 71373 www.BryansMarine.com

31 8'336'9009 Mon - Fri8am-5 pm« Sat 8am - 12 noon
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THIS SPECKLED TROUT SHOULD
HAVE NEVER BEEN THERE!

Charlie Brown of Clinton
caught this 8-pound trout
in a canal near Chauvin, a
spot where he’s not used
to catching specks.

CLNTON ANGLER SAYS IN 30 YEARS, HE'S NEVER CAUGHT
BIG TROUT INHIS REDFISH HONEY HOLE LIKE HE DID MAY 1/

nglers trying to plan their fishing trips on the “perfect
A weather day” can attest that it has been almost impossi-

ble to do lately. In fact, the weatherman forecasted May
17 to be such a day — calling for clear skies and calm winds. But
alas, as has happened more often than not this spring — winds
steadily increased that morning soon after daybreak along the
Louisiana coast, thwarting the best-laid plans of local fishermen.

Charlie Brown of Clinton was at his camp in Montegut and

planned to go fishing. He normally would have headed down to
Cocodrie and fished the barrier islands but winds had whipped
up the waves in Terrebonne Bay to uncomfortable levels.

FISH CAUGHT LESS THAN A MILE
FROM THE MARINA

So Brown headed for his fall-back spot — a rock-lined canal that
empties into the bay. The change of plans put the fish of a lifetime
in his boat. Brown ended up catching an 8.02-pound beast of a
speckled trout in a spot he least expected, less than a mile from
Sportsman'’s Paradise Marina below Chauvin.

"I was just trying to put a few redfish in the boat,’ said Brown,
who said there was really nothing special about the way he
was fishing that day. He had his normal redfish rig tied on: a live
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shrimp under a popping cork with a 30-pound mono leader and
a No. 2 Kahle hook.

Brown, 48, who has fished the area all his life, noticed that the
water was unusually clear as he trolled along the rocks.

THEN ALL HELL BROKE LOOSE

"We were pitching to the rocks and reeling it in 10 to 20 feet
when the big fish hit,'Brown said.

As soon as the speck surfaced, all hell broke loose.

“I've fished that canal for 30 years, but I've never seen a trout
that big come out of there. You don't even go there looking for
trout, that's not what | came for he said.

Brown described the canal as being lined with rocks and drop-
ping off to around 12-feet deep in the middle, with a hole about
30 feet deep near the mouth.

Although Brown admits that overall, it was a slow day — but he
wouldn't change a thing. His trophy fish is now at the taxidermist.
He also caught five other big trout in the same canal that day —
all between 2 and 4 pounds, all healthy and all full of eggs. =



BIG SPECK PATTERN
IS DEVELOPING

By Ann Taylor

re big specks making a comeback along the Louisiana
A coast? And are the thousands of rock jetties being built
to prevent erosion attributing to the increase?

It sure seems as though anglers are catching more fish weigh-
ing 7 pounds or better — many along these rocks.

These newest additions to the Louisiana coastline are worth
investigating for any angler who wants to catch a trophy trout,
because they are very attractive to large specks, which are rather
lazy feeders. Specks prefer places where they can remain hidden
and safe and have their food served to them, which is why these
breakwater jetties provide the perfect setup.

So next time you're looking for a trophy trout, try fishing the rocks.

Greg Kleinpeter of Baton Rouge did just that and was rewarded
with a 6-pound, 11-ounce beauty. He was fishing the new lime-
stone rocks west of Empire; he ran through oyster fields to fish
the rock jetties.

“Those structures help hold and provide shelter for spawn-
ing fish,"he said.“She had just spawned and could have easily
weighed close to 9 pounds full of eggs!

Greg caught his trophy on live shrimp under a cork. =

Gary Kleinpeter of
Baton Rouge caught
this 6-pound,
11-ounce speck off
the rock jetties near
Empire.

www.LouisianaSportsman.com
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Baton Rouge brothers Alex Maciasz (left) and charter
skipper Joey Maciasz hold two cubera snapper destined
to place in the Louisiana Top 10 Fish Records List. The
cubera at left weighed 85 pounds and was caught by
Luke Hodges. The one at right is holding weighed 100.5
pounds and came after a near 30-minute battle by Jeff
Thompson to get it in the boat in mid-May.

GIANT
CUBERAS
CAUGHT

IN EUGENE
ISLAND

AREA

By Joe Macaluso

Editor's note: this story is reprinted with permission from

the Baton Rouge Advocate. the briny deep. Louisiana’s coast.
And, this guy likes deep. Oh, and there’s yellowfin and blackfin
there's an offshore adventure to With red snapper, amberjack and gray tuna, too, but he has made a living this
I be had at this time of year, then triggerfish off the target list for offshore year on the wahoo.
Joey Maciasz is one of a handful charter skippers, the alternatives are to Until the second week of May.
of men to guide you there. hunt for other species. Maciasz likes to explore relatively

Maciasz is from Baton Rouge but spends For the past handful of months, Maciasz untouched waters, and, around here,
most of his time at Moran's Marina in Four-  has targeted wahoo, and the good winter  that means heading to an area known as
chon, and that's only when he not outon  and early spring run this species offers off ~ Eugene Island. It's in waters deep enough

continues >
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GIANT CUBERAS CONTINUED

to hold lots of fish, has enough oil platforms to hold fish, but is
far enough from the usual Grand Isle, Fourchon, Cocodrie and
Vermilion Bay launching spots, just getting there an adventure
— which is why you don't see more boats there.

Scuba divers have know about the area for years, and they
spend days offshore during major fishing rodeos to pick “rodeo”
fish for the leaderboard.

All of which brings us to early May: Maciasz and his brother Alex
hired out for the trip to Eugene Island’s rigs in search of grouper.

Big grouper, giant Warsaws and other subspecies, are more
plentiful there than in other more heavily fished locales.

Like other offshore skippers, they know the offseason red

DUVIC'S, INC.

3650 Westbank Expwy. Harvey * M-F 8am-5pm

504-341-1654

snapper and amberjacks live there, too, and that's why they
started out like they did.

Maciasz said they started out with sardines threaded onto a
Mustad 12/0 circle hook with two pounds of weight at the end
of the line.

Two pounds?

Yep. They were fishing in 340 feet of water, and the extra weight
not only gets the rig down to those depths faster, but the speed
also helps get the bait past hungry, out-of-season fish.

Then came the surprise; “The first fish of the day was the smaller
one, about 85 pounds; the bigger one closely followed," he said.

Smaller? Bigger?

Cubera snapper. It's the
largest snapper species in
the Gulf of Mexico, and the
100%>-pounder Luke Hodges
reeled in after a 30-minute
battle came after Jeff Thomp-
son landed an 85-pounder.

While it's likely other offshore
adventurers have landed
cuberas, Maciasz's trip is the
firstin years to document land-
ing a cubera, much less land-
ing two on the same trip.

“Both fish made one huge
run, then slowly came on

SERVING ALL the way to the boat,"Maciasz
BOATING said, adding that both fish

have been sent, with proper
SINCE 1890

applications, to the Louisiana
Outdoor Writers Association’s
Fish Record Committee.

It's the first applications sent
for this species since 2007,

and Maciasz believes, when
certified, the catches will

rank fifth and ninth on the
state’s Top-10 Fish Records
List — and will be big start for
his Down the Bayou Charters
adventures for the remainder
of the year. =

3909 HWY 90 EAST ¢ LAKE CHARLES, LA

337-433-7019
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NauticStar

BOATS

YOUR FISHING BOAT HEADQUARTERS

HWY. 27, SULPHUR, LA Let Our Over 40 Years - -
1/4 MILE OFF I-10 In Business Help Find 337 583 4088
M-F 8-5:30; SAT 8-12 The Right Boat For You WWw.jerrys-marime.com
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Billy Banks with his Majestic
9.45-pound last-minute
D’Arbonne lunker.

LAST MINUTE BASS
TAKES FIRST PRIZE

By Kinny Haddox

ith about 30 minutes left to fish in the annual
w 24-hour Majestic Bass Tournament marathon on

Lake D’Arbonne, held the first weekend of June,
Billy Banks landed something to take to the scales that woke up
everybody quicker than a 16-ounce cup of dark roast caramel
Macchiato.

It was a 9.45-pound largemouth bass that claimed the $1,500
first prize against almost 200 other anglers fishing for hourly and
overall prizes. Banks weighed in the big one with just minutes to
spare at the end of the 24-hour event. It blew away the rest of
the field, which was catching mostly 5- to 6-pounders that are

more common this time of year. had big lights by them to fish the final hour,Banks said.“There was
a fisherman by one of them, but he left. When he did, we eased

SUNRISE BAss up in there, and my son, Wesley, decided to stop and change baits.
To catch one almost 10 pounds is almost unheard of in sum- I moved up front and tossed my big, red plastic worm up in the

mer-like, hot weather, tournament director Dale Taylor said. brush pile, and the fish nearly took the rod out of my hand. | yelled

“We had just made a move to a new area with some docks that for him to‘Get the net.... This is the one.”

Boating Center .
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He landed the fish about 5:15
a.m., just as the first light of day
was peaking over the eastern
treeline. Catching the big fish
was special, because he knew
it was the winner, but also
because of the time he got to
fish with his son, who is one of
the top anglers on the Univer-
sity of Louisiana-Monroe bass
fishing team.

"I remember not long ago
when Billy Banks sat in the back
of the boat and coached his
son, Wesley, to a great finish in
the Majestic, Taylor said.“Things
came full circle this morning
when Billy, fishing with Wesley,
pulled that beautiful 9.45-
pound bass out of D’Arbonne
for the big bass win!

Banks'catch was three
pounds heavier than runner-
up Frank Henry's 6.25-pound
bass and Daniel Taylor’s
6-pounder. The younger Taylor,
Dale Taylor's grandson, won
the “stringer challenge”with
five bass weighing 23.32 fol-
lowed, by Henry with 21.76,
good weights for early June.

The Taylors spent countless
hours chasing bass together
the past few years and that
family story line played out
more than once in this tourney.

NIGHT FISHING
WAS KEY

The younger Taylor said the
daytime fishing was slow, so he
went in and took a late after-
noon nap and to hit it hard at
night. His success came around
lights on the banks where fish
would stage in deep water and
move up to feed. He caught his
biggest fish on a 10-inch black/
red flake worm.

“On D'Arbonne, under the
lights, it basically becomes a
food-chain type bite,"he said.
"First, insects and baitfish start
to come up under the light,
then small fish feed on them,
then the big fish follow and
feed on the little fish =

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

Daniel Taylor (right) and Frank
Henry with some of their biggest
bass in the big-stringer division.

Perfect on front
and rear decks

Most Sheets 40"x 62"

Also available with peel
and stick backing

Flat, Straight Groove,
Diamond or
Waffle Groove

Increase the
value of your boat

ORDER TODAY!

504.340.0344
504.340.5221

No more slipping
and sliding,
just fishing
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Wendell Young of Eunice displays a gold catfish with pink
whiskers, fins and tail It was taken April 30 on a trotline
baited with live bream in Indian Creek Reservoir in Rapides
Parish near Woodworth. It weighed more than 5 pounds.

RARE CAT
CAUGHT
IN INDIAN
CREEK
RESERVOIR

ANGLER RELEASED THE UNIQUE

ike many other Acadiana prairie anglers, 66-year-old Wen-

FISH BACK INTO THE VWATER.
dell Young of Eunice has spent a lifetime fishing for catfish.

By Chris Berzas
L “As soon as | was able to hold a rod and reel, | was out

there with my dad fishing and setting lines near Schooner Bayou
and the Intracoastal Waterway south of Kaplan,"Young said.“"We
would often camp near the drawbridge off Schooner Bayou and
cook fresh catfish — frying fillets and also cooking them in our
traditional couvillon!

That's a well-seasoned, deep-red tomato gravy that anglers in
southeast Louisiana also colloquially refer to as catfish “‘court-
bouillon”

During these years, Young and his family caught just about
every species of catfish Louisiana waters provide: spotted (flat-
head), blues, channel cats, pollywogs, white humpback catfish
and all the others.

“I've also taken albino blue catfish — white bodies with pink
eyes,"he said.

But Tuesday, April 30, he ended up unhooking a catfish with
coloration he had never observed before.

“It was a weird one," he said.

From Sunday, April 28, to Friday, May 3, Young and Eunice's Bert
Miller fished the clear waters of Indian Creek Reservoir in Rapides
Parish near Woodworth.

“We arrived Sunday evening, allowing us enough time to bait a
15-hook trotline with bream and set it between two stumpsin a
cove where we had taken catfish before,"Young said.”l find that it
is best to bait the lines close to dusk, as you hook less garfish!

On Monday morning, the line delivered a 35-pound spotted
cat along with a channel catfish of 5 pounds. The rest of the day
Young and Miller caught crappie — 10 fish ranging from 12 to
14 inches — on dark-bodied tube jigs with chartreuse tails along
grasslines and structure in various locations in the reservoir.

‘| remember the waters being so clear that we could see the
sac-a-lait come up through the grass and hit the jigs,"Young said.

The next morning, a 10-pound spotted cat was the first fish

Louisiana Sportsman | July 2019

taken off the trotline.

“Next was the weird catfish,he said."It was a gold color, and | could
tell right away it was a blue cat by the way the head was shaped,
and its whiskers were heavier. There were no spots on its skin.

BLUE CAT?

“'m 99.9 percent sure it was a blue cat!

Upon closer inspection, Young noted pink fins, whiskers and
v-shaped, deeply forked tail. It weighed more than 5 pounds.

“My thinking is that the fish is a variation of an albino catfish,
although it didn't have pink eyes,” he said.“When you look really
good at its pink tail, you can see the deep fork!

Young put the catfish in the livewell, and after fishing for sac-a-
lait for a while, he decided to release his fish back into the lake.

UNIQUE FISH

"It was a unique fish,"Young said.”l didn't want to eat it, and |
haven't seen any mounted catfish. That's why | decided just to let
itgo.

A photo of the fish was eventually examined by Jody David,
District 6 Inland Fisheries Biologist Manager with the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

“ would have had to actually examine the catfish to identify it
properly; David said. “Looking at the picture, it could have been a
blue cat. We don't see a lot of them, as they are uncommon!

By Friday, the anglers had enough of fishing. In that time, they
caught eight catfish in five mornings: including a 12-pound
flathead take. One small pollywog was taken and released; it was
the only catfish caught on a noodle.

Their best sac-a-lait out of eight to 10 taken daily was 15
inches long.

"All good sac-a-lait, but not great numbers,"Young said. “But I'll
never forget that gold, blue cat!'=
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Download the free “CRCL — Fish
for Data” app, find out more info
at CRCL.org, and go fishing!

ANGLERS
INVITED TO
DOWNLOAD FREE
FISHING APP

From News Reports
he Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana (CRCL) has

I developed an app that allows anglers to contribute their

catch data.

The CRCL-Fish for Data app is a way for anglers to connect
their fishing experiences to the changing environment and
contribute data that helps explain those connections.

[tis no surprise to anyone who spends time on the coast that
things are changing — wetland habitat is becoming open
water, storms are causing greater flooding, and as we are open-
ing the Bonnet Carre spillway for an unprecedented second time
in the same year, it is quite clear that shifting weather patterns
are changing the environment and how we interact with it.

Talk to a longtime Louisiana angler about their experiences fish-
ing and you'd be hard-pressed not to hear stories of how fishing
is changing.

It's becoming more and more difficult to make a limit of specks
in some areas while many more reds are being landed in other
areas.

Changes in species, size and effort are linked to changes along
the coast.

The data app is a way to document anglers catches in a man-
ner that we can analyze to gain a better understanding of our

Boats
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changing coast.

The app also provides a way to collect those experiences
and connect it to the changing environmental conditions that
directly relate to a good or bad fishing trip.

An angler simply has to download the app; upload a picture
from the next fishing spot; and provide the number, species and
size of the catch.

CREATE A PERSONAL LOG BOOK

The app provides the angler with all available environmental
conditions related to the time and location of the catch (tide,
salinity, wind, temperature, pressure, etc.), and it creates a per-
sonallog book”— no sharing of your fishing spots — that can
be referenced when deciding where to target on their next trip.

Over time, the data that anglers contribute to this effort can
help tell a more complete story of how fishing is affected by
changes like increasing land loss in some areas, projects that
rebuild marsh and restore the banks of bayous in other areas,
changes in weather patterns, and other events like hurricanes
and oil spills.

If you love fishing in “Sportsman’s Paradise”then you should
have this app on your phone to contribute this valuable data that
will help us all gain a better understanding of how our fishing is
changing as the coast experiences change.

Download the free "CRCL-Fish for Data" app, find out more info
at CRCL.org, and go fishing! =

Bijoi Outboards Inc

3710 Robertson St. « Metairie, LA

504-836-6885

www.bayououtboards.com

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

PROPERTIES
LAND INVESTMENTS LLC

Jackson e Natchez e Vickshurg
601-362-0059 * 601-304-0744 * 601-636-5263

LOUISIANA
Catahoula Par.

e 825 +/- ac. — Big timber, fine duck holes and trophy deer herd
with 7 food plots and 43 deer stands. Campsite with elect
and water. Ready to hunt. $2,598,750. Call Bill.

Madison Par.
e 307+/- ac. — Hardwoods loaded with large deer and ducks,
2:1 Ir|n||3Ie"s NW of Tallulah. A major flyway for ducks. $860,300.
all Bill.

Tensas Par.

® 264+/-ac.-- 212 ac. with 20 year old hardwood WRP. Fine
duck holes, great deer hunting. 4br 3ba home, shop, and
pasture. $975,000.00. Call Bill.

® 134+/- ac. - Great deer, duck and rabbit hunting with older
crp with great payments. $395,000. Call Bill.

e 183+/-ac.— 150 ac.is 17 r. old CRP w/$18,000 annual pymts.,
loaded w/deer, 25 ac. pecan orchard, cypress brake for
ducks, 3BR 2BA home. $530,000. Call Bill.

e 25 +/-ac.— Fine 2 story camp at Tensas Refuge, w/back
porch & overhangs/slabs for RV's. $127,600. Call Bill.

e 4+/-ac.— Newellton. 3 nice rental units w/room for more.
All rented w/waiting list. $1,950 month rent. Adjoining 3 ac.
w/store & warehouse. $265,000. Call Bill.

* Big CamF on Lake Bruin, deep water, nice pier. $250,000. Big
téeﬁué(i}‘lu lot 125" wide with rock sea wall. $180,000.
all Bill.

® 25+/- ac. — Split by Choctaw Bayou, excellent deer & duck
hunting. $81,000. Call Bill.

e Neat waterfront camp, deck & dock with great views of Lake
Bruin $99,750. Call Bill.

West Carroll Par.

® 13+/- ac. with nice homeplace, hwy. frontage and great deer
and duck hunting. $45,000. Call Bill.

e 80+/- ac. - Near Oak Grove, ¥ can be flooded for ducks.
Excellent deer & duck hunting. $160,000. Call Bill.

® 50+/- ac.—Macon Front Rd. w/flooded timber for ducks, 23
ac. CRP pays $1,669 & 7 ac. shallow lake. $144,000. Call Bill.

® 120+/- ac. — Select cut hdwd. timber loaded with deer &
great duck potential. $210,000. Call Bill.

e 82+/- ac. of fine hdwds. for excellent home/campsite. Nice
bottoms for ducks and fine habitat for deer. Adjoining CRP
and farmland. $217,300. Call Bill.

e 108+/- ac. of approximately 20 yr. pine plantation. Needs
thinning. Hdwd. bottoms for ducks/deer. $286,200. Call Bill.

MISSISSIPPI
Adams Co.-136+/- ac.; 3BR, 3.5BA condo in Downtown Natchez;
227+/- ac.; Greene Co. - 71 +/- ac.; Jefferson Co.—2,253+/- ac.,

Hinds Co. - 22+/- ac.; Lawrence Co.—277+/- ac.;

Pearl River Co. - 1,549+/- ac., 139 ac., 110 ac., 61 ac., 60 ac. & 50 ac., 133+/- ac.;
Rankin Co.—11+/- ac., 13+/- ac., 15+/-ac., 17+/-ac., 44+/-ac., 48+/-ac.,
65+/-ac. & 131+/-ac. ; Rankin & Simpson Cos. - 123+/- ac.; Scott Co.-9+/- ac.;
Smith Co. -- 91+/- ac. ; Yazoo Co. - 92 +/- ac; 40+/- ac.; Wilkinson Co.— 130+/- ac.

TOM MIDDLETON e 601-597-5727 BILL CRIGLER e 318-201-0744
CHARLES FELTUS  601-431-8285 KEN HALL, BROKER e 601-942-9513
BARRY MAXWELL « 318-719-0318  BARTON MCINTOSH « 318-481-3840

See pics of these_and other hunting tracts on
www.landinvestments.ms

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated
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ZWOLLE ANGLER

LANDS ‘PERFECT 10’

AT TOLEDO BEND

Glover's big largemouth bass bit a
V&M Swamp Hog near San Miguel

24

By Patrick Bonin

ou might say the third time was the charm for Justin
YGlover, a 34-year-old angler from Zwolle.

He flirted with his first-ever double digit bass twice this
year up at Toledo Bend, catching a 9.58-pounder in January, and
following that up with another near-miss for a bass that weighed
9.75 pounds in April.

Fishing in the San Miguel area on May 13, Glover’s persistence
paid off when he finally lipped in a "Perfect 10”"— a big fish that
weighed exactly 10.00 pounds at Keith's Toledo Bend Tackle in
Hemphill, Texas.

“That was my third one | went to go weigh in, and the third one
struck gold," he said.

Glover had launched at daybreak and was enjoying a pretty
solid day on the water when the big fish inhaled his Texas-rigged,
back/blue V&M Swamp Hog at about 8 a.m.

“I knew it was a big fish,"he said, noting it bit in 5 to 10 feet
of water."My first thought was it might have been a trash fish,
because it had a motor. Once | got to see it, | knew it was a big one.

“It swirled one time, and the rest of the time that joker was just
digging. It was running pretty hard”

After a couple laps around the boat, Glover, who was fishing
alone, lipped the big fish and headed to Keith's, where the large-
mouth measured 25 inches, with an 18%-inch girth.

Justin Glover, of Zwolle,
shows off the 10-pound
largemouth bass he landed
May 13 in the San Miguel
area of Toledo Bend.

The weigh-in was definitely a little tense, with the digital scale
bouncing between 10-pound glory and yet another near miss.

“It was flickering back and forth, and then it locked in on 10,
Glover said with a chuckle.”l said, Hey, I'll take it!"

And his timing couldn't have been better.

Since the 10-pounder qualified for entry into the Toledo Bend
Lunker Bass Program and was released back into the reservoir,
Glover will collect his complimentary mount this Sunday at
Cypress Bend Park with all of the other winners after the Big Bass
Splash weigh-in. It was fish No. 42 for the lunker program season,
which started last summer.

"It definitely was a true blessing,’ Glover said."It's always one
when you catch a fish that big, but this one was a pretty special
deal’s

IF IT WALKS, CRAWLS,
SWIMS, OR FLIES

we're goin after itl Nothing's Safe on Sportsman TV

www.LouisianaSPORTSMAN.com — click on Sportsman TV
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LACASSINE

REFUGE

By Brian Cope

aron Granger of Lacassine
caught an 11.5-pound bass in
Lacassine Refuge on May 14

while fishing a weightless fluke in Califor-
nia 420 color. After taking a few photos,
he released the fish.

Granger caught the big fish around
7:30 a.m. on an Okuma Helios rod-and-
reel combo while working the lure at a
medium speed just below the surface
near an island of grass. It was his third
catch of the day. It was also his last catch.

“The fishing was a little slow. | had only
caught two small bass before the big one
hit. They were both about 8 inches long.
After | caught the big one, | just couldn't
fish anymore. | was so keyed up from it,
and I had captured video of it with my
GoPro. | couldn't wait to get home and
watch the footage, he said.

Louisiana Sportsman | July 2019

GIVES UP
11.5-POUND
LUNKER

Granger, who works as a quality control
lab analyst for Sasol North America, was
fishing alone and said he wasn't sure
exactly how to land the fish. He initially
grabbed his push pole by mistake before
picking up his net and scooping the fish up.

Granger fishes Lacassine Refuge often.
And he said it is full of trophy bass. He
caught an even larger one last year.

“My personal best is an 11.88-pounder. |
caught it about a year ago, very close to
where | caught this one,"he said. =

ABOVE: Aaron Granger of Lacassine caught
this 11.5-pound bass in Lacassine Refuge on
May 14. RIGHT: Granger’s biggest bass to
date s this 11.88-pounder he caught off the
bed using a motor oil-colored lizard.



Fisherman Tuffy Spells with

the surprise catch.

SPELLS STRIKES “GOLD"
IN THE OUACHITA RIVER

By Kinny Haddox

uffy Spells has been fishing the Ouachita River and its
backwaters for bream, bass, catfish and crappie for more

than 50 years. He's also been commercial fishing almost
that long and has seen a lot of strange things.

But what he caught in one of his nets Memorial Day weekend
surprised even him. It looked at first like a giant goldfish, but it
was a 20-pound, bright orange Koi ( pronounced “coy”). He said
he has never seen anything like it.

“I've caught some strange things in the past, but there is no
question this is the strangest,"he said.“I've never caught one like
this before, and | don't know

how it could have gotten
there. I'm sure glad | caught it
during the daytime, because |
don't know what | would have
thought if it had been at night!

A biologist who examined
photos of the fish confirmed it
was a koi and it was probably
released into the river by some-
one who had raised them in
an ornamental pond years ago.
Common carp and the fancier
koi are both in the same family,
and they can live as long as
20 years. No age estimate was
available on this fish.

This fish was caught in the
backwater off the Ouachita
River near the Felsenthal Lock
and Dam area. Like most Loui-
siana waters, the Ouachita is
well above major flood stage
and has inundated thousands
of acres of land around the
river. It is expected to stay that
way for weeks. The Ouachita
runs through Louisiana from
the Arkansas state line joining
the Tensas River to form the
Black River near Jonesville. It
is the 25th-longest river in the
United States.

Koiis an informal group of
Japanese carp, with varieties
marked by bright coloration,
patterning and large scales.
Major colors include black,
red, orange, yellow and cream.
They feed off invertebrates
filtered off of muddy lake and
river bottoms. =

www.LouisianaSportsman.com
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PRESENTED BY:

MARK YOU CALENDAR

JULY 19-2]

MERCEDES-BENZ SUPERDOME

THE 2019 LOUISIANA SPORTSMAN
DEER, DUCK AND FISHING SHOW
PRESENTED BY PARISH TRACTOR

he 2019 Louisiana Sportsman Show presented by Par- actual truckloads of gear to be sold at closeout prices. If that isn't
ish Tractor at the Mercedes-Benz Superdome in New enough, there is a full roster of speakers and educational semi-

Orleans is certain to be a hit with outdoors enthusiasts nars planned featuring some of the biggest outdoor celebrities
of all walks and interests. Deer hunters will be able to and most accomplished hunters and anglers in the world.
see the latest in hunting gear and talk to great outfitters from Stay tuned to www.louisianasportsmanshow.com for more
across the globe. Duck hunters will be treated to a whole section  details as the show approaches. =
of the Dome that features nothing but the newest and greatest
duck boats and surface-drive motors. All outdoorsmen should
bring their wallets, because several retailers will be bringing in

Louisiana Sportsman \ July 2019




THE SPORTSMAN SHOW WOULD LIKE TO THANK QUR SPONSOR

I ARIS H www.parishtractor.com

WE ARE MOWER THAN A TRACTOR STORE

Known to be one of the largest single location Kubota
dealerships in North America, Parish Tractor provides
parts and service in Mississippi, Alabama and Louisiana.
They have locations in Hattiesburg and Poplarville,
Miss., with huge inventories of Kubota zero-turn mow-
ers, tractors, construction equipment and various other
implements. Almost guaranteed to have what you
need in stock. Also, don't forget about their package
deals. That's right, go and simply order a No. 1, and get
huge savings by buying implement package deals
lumped together in one low monthly payment. So
stop by and see them in the Dome!

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
HATTIESBURG
7061 Hwy. 49
Hattiesburg, MS 39402

POPLARVILLE

1602 S. Main St.
Poplarville, MS 39470

www.LouisianaSportsman.com July 2019 Louisiana Sportsman 29



30

DUCK BOATS
GALORE

IN THE DOME

Don't miss the huge duck boat section
of the Dome floor. Manufacturers like
Gator Tail, Pro-Drive, Gator Trax, Go-Devil,
Cottonmouth Boats, Mud Buddy and
more will be there with dozens of boats
on display. See the newest mud motors,
surface drives, blind barges and more. =

_ "?‘1’-} M

NWE

BOOK YOUR
TRIP WITH
OUTFITTERS

Outfitters from around the country and
world will be on hand offering exclusive
hunting opportunities for your hunting or
fishing trip of a lifetime. =

Louisiana Sportsman | July 2019
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FISHING
SEMINARS KID'S ZONE

Don't miss expert seminars by renowned saltwater and Bring the whole family and be sure to stop by the Kid's Zone.
freshwater fishermen! Go to louisianasportsmanshow. Saturday and Sunday, the Kid's Zone will have seminars and
com to get the full lineup and seminar schedule. casting clinics tailored just for little ones. There will be prizes for

the best casters. Stay tuned to louisianasportsmanshow.com for
details on prizes and more.

Courtesy of B.A.S.S.

CHAG'S

ARCHERY CENTER

Come see the latest in bows and accessories at special show prices
m m on brands such as Mission, Bow Tech, Mathews and Hoyt. Plus, check
out the hottest new crossbows from Mission and Raven.

Don't miss the Fetch-N-Fish tank, site of educational seminars
on dog training, obedience and of course — long-distance
jumps into a tank filled with largemouth bass. Fishing seminars i
also conducted at the tank.

TENPOINT

SPORTSMAN SHOW

MERCEDES-BENZ SUPERDOME  www.LOUISIANASPORTSMANSHOW.com

www.LouisianaSportsman.com July 2019 | Louisiana Sportsman 31



PUGLIA’S SPORTING GOODS

FUEGO
-— SPINNING REEL

Dlscou NT ZONE 28 ) J AN oL /LN i | $99.99
Sporting goods powerhouse Puglia’s will have more than a PE IAl LAGUNA 7*
semi-truck load of gear that's going to be on sale at closeout MED ROD!

prices. Gear from Daiwa, Penn, Lew’s, 13 Fishing, American

Angler, Boat Monkey Floats and more all must go. All in all, TANACOM
there will be more than 30 booths full of closeout prices on 1000 ELECTRIC
items such as deer stands, calls, hunting clothes and more. REEL
BET A FREE DAIWA
Okllma HELIOS SX 24 CAN SOFT
SPINNING REEL SIDED COOLER

INSPIRED FISHING s“ow s‘l 14.99 R

SPECIALS  ressim9)

BUY REEL - GET FREE ROD
(VALUE 74.99) REFLECTION 7'M

PLUS FREE TSHIRT & HAT
INSPIRA
SPINNING REEL
SHOW $74.99 BUY ANY
(REG $84.99) TATUALA OR SALTIST
BUY REEL - GET FREE 7" EPIREE BACK BAY REELS
ROD PLUS FREE FSHIRT & HAT GET A FREE DAIWA PERFORMANCE
SPINANI#II&ISR . LONG SLEEVE SHIRT
. “~ BUYSLX —
Ll SHIMANO BAITCAST REEL
G e soioum ¢ | RHORLH 7.4 RATI
MED ACTION ROD FREE
MK SC%II“S‘E%ASIWER
MAKAIRA X X
MK-301I SEA-SIIVER ~ SHOW $619.99
SHOW $549.99 (REG $659.99) STRADIC FK 3000
(REG $599.99) BUY REEL - GET FREE SH((,R‘ggss] ;92999500
BUY REEL - GET FREE OKUAA JACKET '
OKUMA JACKET
MACH INSHORE
SPEED SPOOL SLP
#MITSH 7.3 RATIO CUSTOM BLACK
M shha 8,
(REG $169.99)

4,000 SQUARE FEET
35 FACTORIES WITH REPS ON HAND
AL PRODUCT WILL HAVE SHOW PRICING!

32 Louisiana Sportsman \ July 2019



Friday July 19 — 3 p.m.-9 p.m.
Saturday July 20 — 10 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Adults - 13 years & older — $12.00
Kids - 6-12 years old — $6.00

IMPORTANT SECURITY
& PARKING INFORMATION
SOME KEY POINTS TO KNOW FOR THE SHOW

A
o NFL-type security rules apply. Knives or :
guns are expressly prohibited. Please leave them
home as we have no way of holding them for you e
while you visit the show. I6VI:X

o Superdome maximum parking garage

height is 6’6", Most jacked-up half-ton trucks

and three-quarter ton trucks will not fit. There is .
a lot across Poydras for oversized vehicles. v

Visit www.louisianasportsmanshow.com SPORTSMA“ SHow

for further details MERCEDES-BENZ SUPERDOME v, LOUISIANASPORTSMANSHOW.com

www.LouisianaSportsman.com July 2019 | Louisiana Sportsman 33



JULY 19-21

MERCEDES-BENZ SUPERDOME

SPORTSN"-\"
/’\ / SHow gE\\/_\éANS

\)),U

DEER, DUCK & FISHING EXPO

Need Exhibitor Information? Visit: lovisianasportsmanshow.com
or contact Jack Fisher - 866-238-5639 or jacki@lasmag.com / Yvette Dunn - ydunn@lasmag.com

isiana Sportsman | July 2019



e Outifiters from across the globe.

® New product intfroduced
at the show

e Show special on hunting gear

of all kinds

® See all of the duck boat lines
side by side. Factory reps on
site fo answer questions.

® Show only specials

® Duck Calls, Blinds, Decoys,
camo clothing and more.

FISHING

® 4500 gallon fish tank with
demos

® Factory reps on site to make
deals.

® Thousands of items on sale
at show only pricing.

b

—

PUGLIA’S

SPORTING GOODS

MASSIVE SELECTION
& HUGE SAVINGS

Over 40 booths filled with the best
hunting and fishing product the indus-

iry has to offer.

Special incentives at the show.
Factory reps on site to assist.
Close outs and special intros.

SEMINARS

See the best Louisiana has fo offer.

e Salt water

e Fresh water

® Deer hunting

e Kayaking

e Cookinng

® Seminar schedule TBA

PARISH
TRACTOR

ANCHORS OUR
TRACTORS AND POWER
EQUIPMENT SECTION.

Top Brands with facfory reps on site.

e Kuboto e Stihl
® Scagg ® Husquavarns
® Bad Boy e And more

Ve S
» > SPORTSMAN SHOW

Ik

MERCEDES-BENZ SUPERDOME

Visit: www.louisianasportsmanshow.com for all the show info

www.LouisianaSportsman.com
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Food-service establishments in
Louisiana will have to identify
foreign-caught shrimp and crawfish.

WHAT ARE YOU
REALLY EATING?

LOUISIANA RESTAURANTS TO DISCLOSE
USE OF FOREIGN SHRIMP AND CRAWFISH

From News Reports

a move to protect Louisiana
I n consumers from “the health

risks associated chemicals
and residues in imported seafood, the
Louisiana Senate unanimously passed
House Bill 335 (34-0), requiring restaurants
to disclose whether they serve imported
shrimp or crawfish.

The bill, authored by Rep. Jerry “Truck”
Gisclair (D-Larose), previously passed the
Louisiana House unanimously. It now
heads to Gov. Jon Bel Edwards for his
signature.

The bill, which was strongly supported
by the American Shrimp Processors

Fully Furnished Apartments & Bed Rooms
LAUNDROMAT e FISH CLEANING AREA

Full Service Deep Water Marina & Deli
FISHING SUPPLIES & TACKLE

Live, Fresh & Frozen Bait
ICE e FISHING LICENSE

Gas, Diesel & Propane
FULL RV HOOK-UP - 30A & 50A

Lighted Pier For Guest Staying
In Motel & RV Park

158 Sand Dollar Court Dr, Grand Isle, LA
Motel/Apts: 985-787-2893

Marina/Deli: 985-787-2500

Louisiana Sportsman | July2019

Association (ASPA) on behalf of the entire
wild-caught domestic shrimp industry, is a
major victory for consumer transparency.
The U.S. Government does not regulate
seafood disclosures at the restaurant level,
and Louisiana is taking the lead with this
law requiring seafood origin information.
Any food-service establishment serving
imported crawfish or shrimp must now
display on their menu, or with a paper clip
addition to the menu, that the crawfish or
shrimp are foreign. Those who do not use
a menu will have to display a prominent
sign with the same information near the
entrance. The Louisiana Department of

Health will enforce the provisions of the
bill through its food-service health inspec-
tion programs.

“The U.S. has very limited capacity to
inspect the billions of pounds of imported
shrimp entering our borders each year.

In 2015, only 0.1% of imported shrimp
were inspected for the presence of illegal
veterinary drugs used in most foreign
aquaculture; said Dr. David Veal, executive
director of the American Shrimp Pro-
cessors Association. “At the same time,
antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a grow-
ing public-health problem impacted by
persistent exposure to these drugs!’s

2019 TOURNAMENT CALENDAR

July 1920 August 30 - September 1
Sky High Fishing Rodeo 59th Redfish Rodeo
August 3 4th Bloody Decks Rodeo
Mike Bourgeois (Wakeside Marina)
(Big Daddy) Memorial Rodeo September 20-21
August 17 Limitless Ouffitters
Dufrene Building Rodeo Bowfishing Classic
August 24 October 11-12

Ride the Bull Kayak

Ladies Fishing Rodeo
Fishing Rodeo

Bridge Side Cabins and Marina is truly a
full-service facility having everything
the vacationer, camper, and fisherman would want!

Live Bait (shrimp, croakers, minnows) © Boat Launch & Slips
Ice © Fishing Tackle ® Fuel (non-ethanol gas, diesel, propane)
Deli ¢ Fully Furnished Cabins ® Waterfront Camps
Campgrounds (water, electricity, sewagel
Lighted Fishing Piers ® Pavilion ® Fishing Cleaning Pier

1618 LA. Hwy 1 ¢ Grand Isle, LA [}
Cabins: 985-787-2418 Marina: 985-787-2419

www.bridgesidecabinsandmarina.net




Rip lines where different currents collide,
often collecting grass or trash, will hold
plenty of Gulf dolphin, aka Mahimahi.

MAHIMAHI
MAYHEM

well-defined rip line that developed in the Gulf of Mex-
A ico early June has attracted thousands of Mahimahi, aka
dolphin.

Anglers who targeted these rips were rewarded with non-stop
action and plenty of delicious dolphin for the freezer. If tuna isn't
your thing, finding a well-defined rip line can be your key to find-
ing dolphin, wahoo and other pelagic species. And if you have
larger live bait like hardtails or blackfin, you could even catch a
blue marlin.

Arip line is a well-defined line of grass or trash that acts as a
nursery for many baitfish and
juvenile sportfish. It is also a
distinct dividing line between
green and clear-blue water,
and it often marks a noticeable
temperature change, with
warmer water on the blue side.

Rip lines tend to fluctuate

CALL TODAY! 985-857-8000

www.mlengine.com ¢ sales@mlengine.com
2845 Hwy 311, Schriever, LA 70395

MUD BOAT POWERTRAIN CAMP GENERATORS

day to day, so if you can find
someone at the docks who has
fished one recently, you may
be able to get some idea on
how far out it can be found.
Twenty to 30 miles would
not be uncommon. Apps like
RipCharts and Hilton's to which
you can subscribe can also be
helpful for finding rip lines.

If you find a rip, slow-troll 5 to

Kohler 44 HP EFl Marine &
Vanguard 40 HP EFl Marine

ON SALE Now!!

Up to 44 Horsepower!
Electronic Fuel Injection
ZF Transmission

Air Cooled

Accessories Available

6kW-60kW In Stock!

Heavy Duty Design

Marine Grade Components

Aluminum Enclosures

Custom Built to your needs
Value Series SALE!!
BkW Diesel- $2,995
15kW Diesel- $5,750

wiveoT "

7 knots with artificials on the
bluewater side, and watch for

ENGINES GENERATORS PUMPS

POWERTRAIN PACKAGES

grass on your line. With live

bait, stay slower — 3 to 5 knots
— or you'll drown your bait.

You can bait with dead bal-
lyhoo, rigged to swim like live
bait, or troll subsurface shaky
baits like a Russelure or Rapala,
or smaller, plastic jigs for
smaller “‘chicken” dolphin that
will hit just about anything.

Mahimahi can be a bit crazy
once they're in the boat, so
watch for hooks. You won't
need to gaff small dolphin, but
be careful when gaffing larger
fish, as they tend to flail near
the boat. =

RN 1308 Canal Bivd.
S Thibodaux, LA 70301
: 985-447-4156

o Length: 27 feet 2 inches  © Max Horsepower: 557
© Beam: 9 feet 2inches  © Weight: 3,650 pounds
o Fuel Capacity: 94 Gallons

& YAMAHA

www.LouisianaSportsman.com
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Friday, May 31, Jeff Landry, Louisiana’s attorney
“ general, officially filed an appeal with the state
supreme court to overturn a previous judicial
decision that denies public access to one of the state’s most his-
toric and important waterfow! hunting and research sanctuaries:
Catahoula Lake.

Atissueis a ruling from the Third Circuit Court of Appeals in
December 2018, declaring that the area known for centuries as
Catahoula Lake was actually a stream and not a lake. Therefore,
the adjacent landowners, not the state, are the owners of the
majority of the lake’s inundated water bottoms.

Almost every written document about the area refers to it as a
lake, as borne out in this description on Wikipedia, today’s mod-
ern on-line encyclopedia: “Catahoula Lake is a large freshwater
lake located in La Salle Parish and Rapides Parish of central Louisi-
ana, United States. Catahoula Lake is the largest, natural freshwa-
ter lake in the state, covering just over 46 square miles (120 km?2).
It is owned by the State of Louisiana and managed by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and
the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries”

LARGEST FRESHWATER LAKE
IN LOUISIANA

The “Statement of the Case”appeal summary, filed by the attor-
ney general’s office, states in part, “Catahoula Lake is the largest
natural freshwater lake in Louisiana, and it has been treated as a
publicly owned lake since before statehood in 1812.

“Eleven United States General Land Office surveyors and count-
less 19th century officials and eyewitnesses documented a vast
lake spanning what is now the border between Rapides and
LaSalle parishes in Louisiana.

“The legal effect of this historic recognition is that the State of
Louisiana owns Catahoula Lake up to its ordinary high-water
mark, its citizens have access rights to the lake for recreation, and
its agencies have access to the lake for wildlife habitat manage-
ment. In 1972, when the United States completed water-control
structures on and around Catahoula Lake, its classification as a
lake did not change.

“The only thing that changed was the exact timing of the fluc-
tuations in the water levels. For the first time in more than 200

38  Louisiana Sportsman | July 2019

CATAHOULA
LAKE APPEAL

HEADS TO SUPREME COURT sy i oo

Louisiana’s attorney general has appealed a
lower court decision that could restrict public
access to Lake Catahoula and its waterfowl.

years, in 2016, Judge Boddie, sitting ad hoc in the Ninth Judicial
District Court, used an incomplete legal analysis to remove from
the public domain 42 square miles of land, gifting to the plaintiffs
thousands of acres of property for which they hold no title, on
which they have never paid property taxes, and to which they
made no claim of ownership until 2006.

"This conversion of a public lake to private property in the face
of over-whelming evidence to the contrary is an absurd result
that cannot stand. This case arises from the United States'con-
struction of a congressionally-authorized navigation and wildlife
conservation project nearly a half a century ago that comprises
several water control structures”

DEFENDING THE RIGHTS
OF SPORTSMEN

Landry issued the following statement:

“In the Crooks case, our office is defending long-standing Louisi-
ana law and the rights of sportsmen to access our bountiful waters.

“If the Louisiana Supreme Court does not overturn the lower
court’s clearly erroneous decisions, the public risks losing access
to prime hunting and fishing locations throughout Louisiana,
primarily in the central and northern region!

The head of Louisiana’s Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,
Jack Montoucet, supports overturning the previous ruling.

"The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries stands in
strong support of the state’s effort to reverse a court decision that
could devastate the opportunity of Louisiana citizens to fish, hunt
or recreate in much of the Catahoula Lake area Montoucet said.

“This ruling is contrary to over 200 years of public access on
Catahoula Lake. And, if it stands, it will forever change what has
traditionally been a treasured resource.

“To remove Catahoula Lake from public access could negatively
affect waterfowl in the state, because it would limit LDWF's ability
to manage water levels that are key to habitat management”

A schedule for the appeal to be reviewed has not been set.

Observers say this case is much broader than just Catahoula Lake
and could affect dozens of areas where historic public access could
be blocked by court decisions. =
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H&H LURE CO., HUMPHREYS
CELEBRATE 60TH ANNIVERSARY

OF PROVEN BRAND

LURE OF MAKING FISHING TACKLE HOOKS
HUMPHREYS IN 1959.... THE REST IS HISTORY

By Don Shoopman
The Daily Iberian

il Humphreys Sr, an icon in the
B artificial-lure manufacturing busi-

ness, remembers that when boys
were 6 years old in his hometown they
were given a fishing rod and a gun, as he
had 76 years ago.

Thanks to Humphreys and the H&H
Lure Co. he started in 1959, countless
youngsters were able to get their hands
on an Original H&H Spinner, and later, as
they grew up, they got the revered H&H
Cocahoe Minnow. It would be neat to
know just how many anglers, young and
old, caught their first fish on something
produced by Humphreys over the past
six decades.

H&H Lure Co,, 60-percent saltwater
fishing tackle and 40-percent freshwater
tackle — plus a plethora of accessories
— celebrated its 60th anniversary in June
and continues celebrating the milestone
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in July and the rest of 2019. Humphreys,
82, was pleased to talk about the prog-
ress of the company that had a humble
beginning, then mushroomed into a
worldwide brand.

H&H Lure Co. grew and grew and grew
some more, particularly after it entered
the saltwater fishing side of making artifi-
cial lures, he said. Today, it produces more
than 25,000 items, plus private brand/
OEM (Original Equipment Manufacturer)
products for several tackle companies. An
OEM makes equipment or components
that are then marketed by its client,
another manufacturer or a reseller, usually
under the reseller's own name.

The Baton Rouge company also makes
terminal tackle, push poles, marsh
anchors, trotlines, decoy weights and
many other accessories for the outdoors.

Bill Humphreys stands outside the second-hand bread truck he
bought in 1959 to launch a wholesale sporting goods business
that he eventually closed for a tackle business he believed had
amore promising future. Sixty years later, his H&H Lure Co. is
aworldwide brand with products in stores across the country,
including Academy Sports+Outdoors and Bass Pro Shops.

FAMILY-OWNED
FROM BEGINNING

Humphreys is proud of his company,
his family and his loyal employees. Fam-
ily members in the business include his
wife, Tommy Ritef Humphreys; his son,
Billy Humphreys Jr; a daughter, Tom-
mie Maranto, and a grandson, Stephen
Miclette Jr. Miclette, representing the third
generation, is director of operations who
joined H&H 11 years ago after graduating
from Southeastern Louisiana University.

“I've been real blessed with the family,
one that works with you. To start with one
lure and build up with this....| had no idea
it would grow up to this. It just blossomed
out. We did the legwork,Bill Humphreys
said from H&H headquarters in Baton
Rouge, 12 buildings on North Dual Street
that serves as a distribution center now.



Ah, the legwork. He worked 16 hours, seven days a week in the
early years. He recalls going on the road across Louisiana, into
Mississippi and around east Texas pitching H&H Lures, as well as
the many promotions at stores in those states where people were
invited to come meet artificial-lure manufacturer Bill Humphreys.

There's a photo of him, 150 pounds soaking wet, 20 years old,
smiling and standing tall in 1959 next to his second-hand bread
truck he bought and converted into a traveling market, “Hum-
phreys'Wholesale Sporting Goods Baton Rouge, La”

How did it all begin?

Humphries, from Baton Rouge, fished and hunted as much
as he could as he grew into manhood. That probably wasn't as
much fishing and hunting as he would have liked because, well,
he was busy.

‘| did a little of everything, he said.

BUSY YOUNG MAN WITH
REALISTIC DREAMS

He had two newspaper routes while he was in high school and
took on a third from his good friend, the late Jim Taylor, who
started playing high-school football as a junior at Baton Rouge
High School and then starred at LSU before a career with the
Green Bay Packers that led to the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

Humphreys and Taylor remained friends after they graduated
from high school. Taylor died in October 2018 at 83.

continues >

H and H spinners were the
firstin the world and are a
still wildly popular today.

Hand H was one of the first companies to manufacture
and distribute soft plastics and jig heads.
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H&H LURE €O. CONTINUED

Humphreys also sold soft drinks in Tiger Sta-
dium while future Pro Football Hall of Fame
quarterback Y.A. Tittle was tossing the football
around for LSU. Tittle died in October 2017 at
age 90.
All the while he was throwing newspapers
and selling soft drinks in Tiger Stadium, Hum-
phreys said he knew wanted to get into the
sporting goods business.
‘I had this opportunity. | knew exactly what |
wanted to do in high school,he said.
First, however, Humphreys competed for two
in track and field at the University of Houston.
Then he returned to Baton Rouge and enrolled at LSU, where he
studied 4 years.
He also married a young woman named Tommy Ritef, who
he started dating in the ninth grade. They celebrated their 63rd
wedding anniversary on June 2.

MRS. HUMPHREYS
‘A GENIUS,” SON SAYS

Tommy Humphreys was the first to help him get the business
on its feet. At age 81, she is still the company’s head bookkeeper.
Billy Humphreys said, “My parents worked extremely hard ... a

lot of blood sweat and tears. My mother’s a genius. They didn't

have money, and she made this work”

About that business startup in June 1959. The company’s
founder had $2,000, his share of the inheritance after the death
of his father, and, with the help of his father-in-law, the late Al
Ritef — who signed for the loan — he borrowed another $2,000.

That was his stake in the wholesale business in which he sold
sporting goods and fishing tackle, specifically the Original H&H
Spinner, which the company proudly notes was the first spinner
in America. After a few years, he said, he realized that in all of his
travels and sales, he was competing against himself much of the
time, so he gradually phased out the wholesale business to focus
on making artificial lures. Fishermen have been happy ever since

OPENING NEXT MONTH! ONLY FEW SPOTS REMAIN
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From left, Billy Humphreys Jr., H&H Lure Co. vice president and in charge of
national sales, Bill Humphreys Sr., H&H Lure Co. founder, and Steve Miclette Jr.,
H&H Lure Co. director of operations, are shown at the 2017 ICAST at the Orange
County Convention Center in Orlando, Fla. On July 10-12, H&H Lure Co., started in
June 1959, returns to the ICAST to proudly unveil its 60th anniversary logo.

— fish not so much.

"I knew it would be better because | could go as far as | wanted
to. When box stores started coming, they'd look for sinkers, hooks
and whatever, which they knew | had from the sporting goods
business. | had the knowledge,” he said.

HARD WORK SHOWS
TO THIS DAY

Billy Humphreys, who graduated from LSU in 1983, paid a glow-
ing tribute to his father.

"He had worked so hard, he made it easy for me as a young
22-year-old to walk into those accounts and sell products on
a cold call. They didn't know me, but they knew H&H," he said,
remembering his first trips to Shreveport, Dallas and elsewhere in
the South.

"It was H&H country, and the competition wasn't nearly as fierce
as it is today, he said.

Billy Humphreys, 59, the only son among four children born to the
Humphreys, is the vice president and in charge of national sales
who joined the company in 1980. He does what has to be done.

"l wear a lot of hats,"he said."If a truck was out there on the dock
now, Id get a forklift if no one was around”

What had to be done early in the younger Humphreys' career
was shift factory operations to Honduras, where the company

Benning_]tnn 22SSRX Pontoon
Yamaha Four Stroke 150hp

The SX Series Pontoon Boats From Bennington If you're looking for the best

stayed 15 years. But the back-and-forth shipping of raw material
and product, the freight and labor, came at a high cost.

Bill Humphreys made lifelong friends during the stay in the
Honduras, some who are scheduled to visit the US. in July to
help him celebrate the 60th anniversary over the July 4 holiday at
his beach house in Gulf Shores, Ala., before attending the ICAST
show in Orlando, Fla,, July 10-12. That's where the company will
unveil its new brochure with the logo “Celebrating 60 Years of
Manufacturing Quality Fishing Tackle” on the cover.

BILLY JR. TAKES
MANUFACTURING TO CHINA

Billy Humphreys initiated the company’s presence at what has
grown to five sites in China.

"I had some friends in China. They said,'Why don't you come
over here?'"he said.

The Humphreys worked diligently over there to ensure quality
control at the factories, starting with the precise way to paint
jigheads. Over the past decade, Billy Humphreys has made an
estimated 100 trips to China, he said.

“It's been a fun business,” he said.

His father shares that sentiment. And appreciates the com-
pany's indelible, historic mark on fishing.

“Well, the H&H (Spinner) is still around. That's the first spinner of
that type, the first safety pin type,  Bill Humphreys said.”I'm also
proud of the H&H Cocahoe!'=
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LEAKED STOCK REPORT
SHOWS PLIGHT OF

CURRENT DATA MAY SIGNAL
FUTURE CHANGES IN CREEL,
SIZE LIMITS FOR FISHERMEN IN

T THE SPORTSMAN'S PARADISE.
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Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has made

public data that showed serious problems
with statewide estimates of spawning stock biomass,
spawning potential ratio and fishing mortality of
Louisiana’s official state saltwater fish: the speckled trout.

“We sent these out to the Commission members as a ten-
tative agenda item before the March meeting,” said Patrick
Banks, assistant secretary of fisheries with the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. “We knew the stock
assessment showed overharvest, and we were trying to
make sure we informed them as early as we could”

According to Banks, the agency yanked the planned
presentation of these figures to the Commission before its
March 7 meeting due to errors found in the data.

“As we were checking numbers, we found mistakes in our
preliminary analysis,” he said. “We had to rerun the model
without the errors. The numbers changed in stock assess-
ment, but they continue to demonstrate we have exceeded
our thresholds.

“We are just not seeing biomass increase, and fishing
mortality continues to be above limits of concern,” Banks
said. “Our bottom line did not change”

A inadvertent leak by a member of Louisiana’s

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

LDWEF planned to send the revised analysis to other biol-
ogists in Gulf Coast states — Florida, Alabama, Mississippi
and Texas — for peer review during the week beginning
May 20.

“I'm expecting it will take four to five weeks to get their
comments,” Banks said. “I am not anticipating major
feedback, and I hope that two weeks after we receive these
comments — we will be at a point to bring this to the
Commission officially”

Banks said the agency will present the review to the pub-
lic by late summer or early fall.

“We then hope to get from the Commission the kinds of
regulatory changes they prefer: possible changes in creel
limits, length limits, size limits or a combination of slot
and creel limits,” he said. “It’s a matter of deciding which
one or set of changes that offer the best bang for the buck
in getting the stocks up again”

Once the Commission decides which steps to take, they
will be presented at statewide public hearings to receive
comment from fishermen. The changes could go into
effect sometime in 2020.

PRELIMINARY FIGURES UP NEXT >

July 2019 | Louisiana Sportsman



>

PRELIMINARY FIGURES

In order to interpret the following figures, it is
important to understand that it is a preliminary anal-
ysis and numbers have changed due to the errors.
“I'won’t comment on how much, especially
since these will be out for peer review,” said Harry
Blanchet, a fisheries biologist administrator for
LDWEF. “Some of the trends we're seeing are in the
same direction, but the scales may change.
“We are using maximum sustainable yield (MSY)
in order to maximize the yield — as much harvest
as we can not to affect recruitment”’
Recruitment is usually defined as the number of
young speckled trout surviving to enter the adult
stage and/or the fishery.
In Figure 1, SBB refers to spawning stock bio-
mass: the combined weight of all speckled trout in
Louisiana waters that are capable of reproducing.
LDWEF estimates that the number of reproducing
trout has dropped steeply since 2013 to approxi-
mately 3 million pounds in 2019. Trout SSB was as
high as an estimated 11 million pounds in the 2000.
Blanchet would not comment on the target (yel-
low) line or the limit (red) line on the figure, other
than to say that the limit line refers to the lowest
SSB observed in 1989.
“The target is set above what we consider to be
a comfortable distance that SSB is unlikely to get
below; he said. “This is based on variance. .. on
a philosophy where according to the graphic (the
limit) is the 5.7 million pounds of spawning female
trout in 1989”
In Figure 2, SPR refers to spawning potential
ratio: a percentage representing an estimate of the
stock’s potential to spawn with fishing pressure
compared to spawning without fishing pressure.
After years of studying the population of speckled
trout in Louisiana waters, a conservation standard
of 1% SPR has been traditionally set.
In an MSY model, anglers can harvest trout at
or above the conservation standard. Many other
states manage trout populations and fishing pres-
sure at an optimal yield (OY) standard set at 10 to
15% above their conservation standard, providing
a margin of safety against significant increases in
fishing pressure.
According to the figure, the current SPR is at 5%
for 2018, 13 percentage points below the 18% con-
servation standard. The 5% SPR may be too low,
but Blanchet would not commit to offering revised data.
Regarding the target and limit lines, it is unclear whether this
scale represents a new range of SPRs that spawning trout popu-
lations would fall in before new management decisions are
warranted. Blanchet had no comment on that speculation.
The new SPR percentage range may also reflect a change in
the state’s philosophy moving forward to manage Louisiana’s
speckled trout as chiefly a recreational gamefish species, apart
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Figure 1

Figure 2

from the commercial/recreational model of the past.

Figure 3 looks at recreational and commercial landings of
speckled trout over the years. In 2018, recreational anglers
landed an estimated 3 million pounds of trout, 5 million
pounds below 2012 levels.

Commercial landings for speckled trout continue but are
limited to approximately a dozen remaining rod-and-reel,
commercial anglers who were grand-fathered into the 1997



Figure 3

law designating Louisiana’s
speckled trout chiefly a game-
fish species.

Fishing pressure — and mor-
tality — have continued to
rise significantly, as indicated
in Figure 4. This dramatic
increase has persisted despite
the drop in recreational land-
ings illustrated in Figure 3.

Taken together, the increase
in fishing pressure and
decline in recreational land-
ings may give credence to
seasoned anglers’ reports of
limited success in catching
numbers of speckled trout
and fish of quality in the Lake
Pontchartrain basin, the
Venice area and the Calcasieu
estuary. Such reports have
increased over the past five
years.

Figure 5 illustrates that the
proportion of older speckled
trout in the population is at
the lowest level ever recorded.
These numbers are derived
from data sets gathered by
samples taken twice a month
by gill nets in five coastal
areas: the Pontchartrain
basin; the Barataria basin;
the Terrebonne/Timbalier
basins; the Vermilion/Teche/
Atchafalaya basins; and
the Mermentau/Calcasieu/
Sabine basins.
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Figure 5
>
2001, statistics suggest that the proportion of trout
3 years old or better was at a high of an estimated
22%, compared to approximately 3% in 2018.

This same pattern exists in harvest data from anglers
obtained by the old MRIP and LA Creel, where the same
3% proportion was recorded for 2018, down from a high of
31% in 1984.

The proportion of older age-classes of trout are very impor-
tant to researchers as low percentages often signal high
fishing pressure. Also, older female trout may drop 10 times
more eggs than younger females.

It is noted that speckled trout spawn several times
between April and August. The presence of older, female
trout is important to recruitment, and managing for higher
numbers of older fish may help increase stock numbers in
the ecosystem.

Since speckled trout spawn multiple times during the same
season, they are very resilient to short-term flooding events
that affect spawning success, but more research is needed to
study the impact of long-term freshwater flooding events.

It's remarkable that numbers of speckled making it into
adulthood have been consistent from 1983 to 2018 as Figure
7 suggests. Speckled trout are a resilient species, and even
the current drop in biomass and SPR percentage do not
signal anything close to “threatened” or “endangered” status
in Louisiana waters.

Trout appear to be an estuary-specific species, non-
migratory, as tagging and acoustic telemetry studies in
Louisiana, Florida, Mississippi, Alabama and Texas have
indicated. They are born, live and wander around the
same waters and make surf runs outside, but close to the
same estuaries where they were taken and tagged. Very
few tagged trout show up in neighboring estuaries. One
extremely rare exception was noted; one tagged fish was
caught near Grand Isle after having been initially tagged in
Florida, some 315 miles away.

>
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Figure 6

Figure 7

Figure 8
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hese findings argue against a “tiderunner”
theory for speckled trout, which suggests
that trout populate inland lakes, bays and
marshes from populations living in the
Gulf of Mexico.

It is difficult to interpret Figure 8, although it
appears to suggest speckled trout have been over-
fished since 2012. Again, revised data may suggest
that the vertical red line may move right or left
either, increasing years of overfishing or eliminat-
ing some years.

LDWEF biologists also presented an experimental
winter-kill index covering the years 1982 to 2018.

“Joe West took a look at some research from other
states that reported winter kill,” Blanchet said. “We
used that to come up with a ‘surrogate’. .. not an
ecosystem assessment.

“And it’s on a sensitivity run . . . something to look
at adding a parameter to consider the effects of
hard winters on speckled trout.

“We also sent this index out for review to mem-
bers of the Gulf of Mexico Fisheries Management
Council;” he said.

CHANGES COMING FOR ANGLERS?
UP NEXT >»

Figure 9

PLIGHT OF LOUISIANA'S SPECKS
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IS THE GRASS ALWAYS
GREENER ON OTHER SIDE

OF THE FENCE?

Here are regulations with which other Gulf Coast states
manage speckled trout.

FLORIDA

Zone-by-zone restrictions.

Northwest Zone (Escambia County through Fred Howard
Park Causeway near Pasco County), five fish daily, with a
15-10 20-inch slot limit and one fish daily more 20 inches
or longer. From May 11, 2019 through May 31, 2020, all
speckled trout caught must be released in waters between
the Pasco County-Hernando County line and Gordon Pass in
Collier County.

Northeast Zone (Flagler through Nassau counties): six fish
daily, with a 15- to 20-inch slot limit, with one fish daily 20
inches or more.

Southeast Zone (Miami-Dade County at Card South
through Volusia County) and Southwest Zone (Fred
Howard Park Causeway through Monroe County line at
Card Sound): four fish daily with a 15- to 20-inch slot limit,
with one fish daily 20 inches or larger. From May 11, 2019,
to May 31, 2020, all speckled trout caught must be released
in waters from the Pasco-Hernando county line through
Gordon Pass in Collier County.

ALABAMA

Effective Aug. 1, six fish daily, with a 15- to 22-inch slot limit.
Only one fish over 22 inches may be kept

A 15-fish daily limit and 15-inch size limit was adopted in 2017.

LOUISIANA

A 25-fish daily creel limit and 12-inch size minimum except
in specified areas of Cameron and Calcasieu parishes, where
the daily creel limit is 15 fish with no more than two over 25
inches per day. The specified areas are: south of I-10 from
the Texas-Louisiana boundary east to its junction with LA
Highway 171, south to Highway 14, south to Holmwood,
and then south on Highway 27 through Gibbstown south to
LA Highway 82 at Creole and south on Highway 82 to Oak
Grove, then due south to the western shore of the Mermen-
tau River, following this shoreline south to the junction with
the Gulf of Mexico, and then due south to the limit of the
state territorial sea.

TEXAS

In waters north of FM 457 in Matagorda County, 10 trout
per day. In waters south of FM 457, five trout per day. Fish
must be ina 15- to 25-inch slot, with no more than one
larger than 25 inches in the creel per day.

Effective Sept. 1, 2019, the five-fish creel limit and 15- to
25-inch slow limit will be coastwide, including the Texas side
of Sabine Lake. =
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CHANGES COMING
FOR ANGLE Rs? Louisiana has the most-liberal creel limits

on speckled trout of any Gulf state, but that

Due to the high fishing mortality may be about to change.
and reduced stocks in the recent
assessment, anglers will see changes
in trout regulations since the trends
have remained the same, even with a
corrected, revised analysis, according
to Banks.

Speckled trout are managed in
south-central and southeastern
Louisiana with a 25-fish daily creel
limit and a 12-inch size minimum. In
western Louisiana — the Mermentau/
Calcasieu/Sabine basins — anglers
may keep only 15 trout daily, with
a 12-inch size minimum and no
more than two fish per day longer
than 25 inches. That regulation was
implemented to try and retain large
speckled trout and create quality trout

fisheries in Calcasieu and Sabine lakes. Size limits are often used by fisheries managers to protect

All other Gulf Coast states offer more-conservative harvest recruitment. A 12-inch minimum size protects speckled trout
restrictions and standards. It must be understood, however, long enough that they have at least one spawning season before
that Louisiana encompasses more habitat for speckled trout they are legal to harvest. Size limits could be extended to allow
than other states, possibly enhancing rapid stock recovery. trout to spawn in successive years.
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Slot restrictions, on the other hand, are also often used in
conjunction with creel and length limits to try and grow more
adult trout into quality status and increase spawning oppor-
tunities, while limiting numbers of adults harvested above the

slot. Slot restrictions can also be utilized to target year-classes
of speckled trout within slot ranges.

What will Louisiana anglers face in 20207

Neither Banks, nor Blanchet provided any hints about future

creel, length or slot restrictions, other than Banks saying that

recommendations will be presented to the LWF Commission
this fall.

“We will make these recommendations to the commission
based on science,” Banks said. “We will then consider public
comment and eventually move forward with changes”

About the possibility of LDWF recommending different regu-
lations on a basin-by-basin or zone-by-zone basis, both said it
was too early to know.

“Five years from now, when we have a good history with col-
lecting this data through LA Creel, then we’ll be able to do
that,” Blanchet said.

Any upcoming changes will likely be mandated on a statewide

basis, or with different regulations set for the western part of
the state. =
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ecent research from the

Louisiana Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries shows there’s been

a substantial decline in popula-
tion samples and recreational landings of
speckled trout 3 years or older. Fisheries
managers are still shoring up the numbers,
but the drastic increase of high fishing
mortality on Louisiana speckled trout
populations is alarming,

The good news is that speckled trout in
general are prolific spawners, producing
millions of eggs each year, which is why
the species can recover very quickly under

the right conditions.

Research in Texas and Georgia shows that
older, female trout may drop as many as 10
times more eggs than younger females on
an annual basis. And as trout are “multiple
spawners” — spawning eight to 11 times
during the season that spans from April to
October in Louisiana waters — that differ-
ence is greatly magnified.

Also, older females may spawn more fre-
quently than younger ones.*

WHEN DO TROUT SPAWN?
UP NEXT >»

By Chris Berzas

RESEARCH SHOWS THAT
OLDER FEMALES DROP AS
MANY AS 10X MORE EGGS
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Speckled trout spawn game

>

WHEN DO TROUT Speckled Trout Egg Production
SPAWN?

According to research, the
speckled trout spawn peaks in
midsummer, July and August,
in the middle of the spawning
season.

But a review of the “Louisiana
Gamefish Records” kept by the
Louisiana Outdoor Writers
Association illustrates that
April and May are also impor-
tant for trophy trout seekers.
Three of Louisiana’s top 10
trout were taken in April, and
four in May. The presence of
these trophy sow trout may
also indicate that April and
May are two very important
spawning months in Louisiana.

Unfortunately, the LDWF did

Size: 18 Inches
Eggs per batch: 987,000
Eggs per season (x9): 8,883,000

Size: 14 Inches
Eggs per batch: 463,000
Eggs per season (x9): 4,167,000

Size: 12 Inches
Eggs per batch: 278,000
Eggs per season (x9): 2,502,000

Total Length in Inches 12in| 14in| 18in

not report on the number of An individual speckled trout will spawn multiple times during the spawning season (April to October).
viable eggs an individual female These estimates are included in the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission’s regional speckled trout plan and
trout delivers, saying that the are based on research from Texas.

results were inconsistent.

Blue Water ¢ Saltwater Marsh ¢ Freshwater

THE AREA’S ONLY FULL SERVICE BLUE WATER
FRESHWATER & MARSH FISHING SUPPLY COMPANY

* Rods e Costa Sunglasses GIFT
¢ Reels e E-Cards CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE

Rod and Reel Service (over 20 years)

Just Call 225.293.FISH

o °
E e ' l o ' Ba]_t 5760 Siegan Land * Baton Rouge, LA 70809
HOURS:
Monday-Friday 9am-7pm
& TA.CKIJE Saturday 9am-6pm
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EGG NUMBERS BASED
ON TEXAS RESEARCH GROWTH

The Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission’s regional
speckled trout management plan is based on research from the
neighboring state of Texas. Texas biologists estimated 1,089 +/-

529 eggs per gram of body weight per batch (spawn) for Texas
coastal areas. AGE MALE FEMALE

The growth rate of speckled trout differs among
males and females, with females growing faster:

Multiplying that number by 9 shows the drastic difference 1 9inches 8 inches

in egg-laying between a 12-inch fish laying 2.5 million eggs in . .
a season and an 18-inch fish that lays nearly 9 million eggs in 2 14 inches 17inches
a season. 3 17 inches 20 inches
The number of eggs continues to increase exponentially with 4 18 inches 23 inches

size and then begins to decline as a trout reaches “old age” of 5 . .
to 7 years. 5 18 inches 24 inches
ESTIMATES ARE CONSERVATIVE ~ °© 19nches 2> ncnes
_ 7 19 inches 26 inches

The figures presented below are somewhat conservative ) )
estimates of numbers of eggs per spawn for different-sized 8 20inches 27 inches
trout based on the Texas data. Also, batch sizes produced by 9 21 inches 27 inches
speckled trout have also been shown to be particularly indi- 10 21 inches 28 inches

vidualistic and vary even in the same waters. Environmental
conditions such as salinity levels also affect numbers of viable
eggs per batch.

In the state of Georgia, anglers are asked to voluntarily
release speckled trout over 18 inches to increase the recruit-
ment of trout along the Atlantic coast. The program is called
“Speckled Trout R.O.E” — a
handy acronym for “Release
Over Eighteen”

In response to the sig-
nificant drop of older trout in
Louisiana waters, the LDWF
could influence recruitment
by extending length limits
and/or placing a limit of how
many trout may be kept over
a specified length in 2020.

Anglers in Louisiana may
also voluntarily release trout
over 18 inches on their own
accord in an effort to increase
spawning stock biomass.

* Much of the information

in this article was taken
from: “The Spotted Seatrout
Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico,
United States: A Regional
Management Plan,” Gulf States
Marine Fisheries Commission,
March 2001).
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Ruining in Circl

* (Captains Mike Guidry and
» T-Man Cheramie don't

o let stiff winds keep them
° home. They know great
 fishing can be had out of
o Pointe-aux-Chenes.

® &6 06 06 06 0 0 0 0 0 o

By Rusty Tardo

es

Follow this route and you'll put trout
and redfish in your boat all along the way

he plan was to meet at Basson’s Boat

Launch in Galliano, where Captain Mike
“Rippin Lip” Guidry would be waiting with
his brand new bay boat, along with Captain
T-Man Cheramie. The three of us were heading
out to “run the circle” that these two guides
follow to load up with speckled trout and red-
fish this time of year.

Cheramie, who has been guiding for 30 years,
said he'll run this route throughout the sum-
mer, making exceptions only for special trips
into other waters at a customer’s request.
Guidry, who has been guiding for almost 20
years, said he’ll do the same because he consis-
tently catches fish all along the route. Besides
their 50 combined years of experience guiding

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

fishermen, these two often partner up to fish
in competitions such as the ISA Tour, ESPN’s
Redfish Cup and the LA.WL&F Tournaments,
so I was confident wed catch fish.

What I wasn't confident in was the weather.
I'd already canceled and rescheduled two trips
due to monsoon-like rains and high winds.
Now, the rains had subsided, but the winds
stayed strong, and Bob Breck’s Fox-8 forecast
predicted 15- to 20-knot winds and 3- to 5-foot
seas for the day. It was either cancel a third
time, or do the best we could under the cir-
cumstances.

We chose the latter and hoped for the best.

continues >>>
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Rumning in Circles

FISHING THE WIND

Cheramie was confident.

“We'll run the circle and fish the protected sides of the lakes,
and we'll catch fish, I'll guarantee it;” he said.

Guidry fired up the outboard, and the brand-spanking new
bay boat got underway. He took us down through the Sulfur
Mine and south past Pointe Aux Chenes to Lake Chien. You
can cut 20 minutes off the boat ride by launching at the Pointe
Aux Chenes Marina, but Basson’s was closer for us by car, so we
launched there.

“The circle begins at Lake Chien, then into Lake Felicity, south
into Lake Raccourci and the Fornation Islands, back up Lake
Raccourci all the way to Gray Duck, and sometimes over to
Little Gray Duck, and from there back to the dock. It’s a big
circle, and where we start depends on the wind direction,’
Cheramie said.

ABOVE: When a decent-sized redfish smashes your topwater, you can't help but
smile. RIGHT: T-Man Cheramie doesn't fish a particular spot. Instead, he looks for
what he calls the T-Man Trinity — clear water, moving water and baitfish.
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On a decent day, that is, a day with light
winds from any direction, you can start
wherever you choose. But on very windy
days, you choose where to begin depend-
ing on the direction of the winds.

“You want to fish the lee side, the
calmer side of the lakes. On a strong
west wind, we begin our running of the
circle from the east side and start in Gray
Duck. On a strong east wind, like today,
we'll run it from the west side beginning
in Lake Chien,” Guidry said.

THE KEY TO
FINDING THE FISH

On the mornings stiff east wind, Guidry
idled to a stop along the east side of Lake
Chien and dropped the trolling motor.
The plan was to fish near the shallow
shoreline where both speckled trout and
redfish like to congregate and chase baits
in pockets and coves. In such shallow
water, stealth is vital to success.

We started working our baits near a
point, and tossed both toward and away
from the bank.

“What we fish is not a particular spot,
but conditions,” Cheramie said. “The key
is to find decent water, moving water,
and signs of bait in the water. That’s the
T-Man Trinity — find that and you'll find
fish,” he said.

continues >>>
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Rumning in Circles

uidry used a remote control to steer his trolling
motor and brought us closer to the shoreline, but
still far enough away that I couldn’t reach it with a
long cast. From that distance, the water was calm
enough to fish, even with the howling winds. Not only was it
calm enough to fish, it was calm enough to use topwater baits,
which was our plan for the morning. Guidry had on a solid
chartreuse color, while Cheramie and I used bone-colored top-
waters, his a MirrOlure She Dog and mine a larger Top Dog.
These guys don't get to use topwater baits on their normal
charters because the goal then is to put fish in the boat; a goal

best accomplished using live baits or soft plastics under a cork.

But on trips with no customers aboard, the goal is strictly to
explore and have fun, and nothing in coastal fishing is more

thrilling than having a big fish explode on your topwater bait.

We worked that initial area over pretty thoroughly, and man-
aged several “blow ups,” but no real hooksets. The fish were
slapping at our baits, and one knocked my topwater about a
foot out of the water, but they were not really committing to
the bite. We changed tactics and fished under corks for a few
minutes and boated a few trout on both live bait and soft plas-
tics. Guidry said live shrimp fished in these areas will virtually
guarantee fish in the boat.

LIVE BAIT BACK UP PLAN

“Always bring the live stuff when it’s available. I know it’s
expensive, but it still the cheapest part of your fishing trip. Just
automatically factor it into your overall expense and consider
it a necessity. Then hang one under a popping cork and see if a

Louisiana Sportsman | July 2019

speck or red or drum or flounder don’t inhale it,” he said.
“Or a catfish,” Cheramie said, laughing as he reeled in a hefty
gaff-top.

FAVORITE PLASTICS

If you prefer fishing soft plastics, Guidry has a few favorites.
He likes the Matrix Vortex baits in either shrimp creole, purple
haze or blazin hornet colors, and he strings them on a %-ounce
jighead and hangs them under a popping cork he makes at
home. His “Guidry Popper” is made with flexible wire leader
with barrel swivels crimped on both ends, and a typical weight,
stopper and beads, and it works as well or better than any you'll
buy at the store.

“I don’t make them to sell, just to use;” he said. “And they work

 Byfocusing on lee sides of points and islands, T-Man Cheramie
: and Mike Guidry know they can catch fish even on breezy days.

great whether fished with live bait or plastics;” he added.

We boated a half-dozen specks or more with live bait under
our corks but decided to move farther down into Lake Chien to
continue running the circle, and to look for bigger fish, hope-
fully fish that would hit our topwater baits.

LAKE CHIEN

Lake Chien is large, and its shoreline has many great cuts and
coves to explore, and we found fish at every stop. Our tactic
never varied: use the trolling motor to sneak in, because big-
ger fish are easily spooked. Try to drift as much as possible,

continues >>>
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Rumning in Circles

because it’s quieter than trolling, and fish topwaters. And we
finally found fish willing to smack the topwaters, though they
weren't the 3- to 5-pound fish we hoped to bump into.

We got hit consistently by some average-sized trout and by a
few that couldn’t even pass the 12-inch test. It amazes me how
aggressive and voracious a predator a speckled trout is; they’ll
attempt to devour a fish nearly half their size. And then the
gaff-tops started hitting our topwaters. We got two-at-a-time
hook-ups, with specks slamming us in between, and while it
was a lot of action and a lot of fun, our goal was to find trout,
and bigger trout, so we moved again.

“We're committing a fishing-guide sin, leaving biting fish to go
look for fish,” Cheramie said. “If we stay here and fish under a
cork, we'll load the box with trout. We'll have some junk fish in
the mix and some undersize specks to throw back, but there’s
a ton of bait in here and a ton of keeper-size trout to catch,” he
said, pointing to schools of small baitfish throughout the large
cove.

LAKE FELICITY

Our next stop was Lake Felicity, where we again found fish,
but the water wasn't nearly as clear. Our original plan was to

www.anchormsre.com
Anchor Real Estate - 601-342-2540

Ron Odom, - Active MS Realtor
Ron_Odom101@yahoo.com
601-342-2540 - office * 601-410-3089 - cell
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(apt. Mike Guidry said live shrimp will
virtually guarantee fish in the boat.

head out to the Fornation Islands, but under the extremely
windy conditions, Cheramie said it would be a waste of time.
“We've been catching some beautiful trout at the islands, but
these winds will have the water so rough and so muddy; it'll
be unfishable,” Guidry said. “On a calm day you can bounce
around the various islands; start at Fornation and move to
Northwest Island, Philo Bruce, Casse-Tete, Calumet.... You'll
catch some nice trout out there. I even fish out there on south
winds because you can find calm water on the north sides.
“But when I head out there or I fish the structure in Raccourci,
I also like to take live croakers or live pogies, and I fish them
free-lined. The big mama trout will inhale them,” he said.

LAKE RACCOURCI

Since none of the islands were on our itinerary that day, we
took the short cut through Felicity Pass and made the bumpy
ride to the east side of Lake Raccourci to search for the T-Man
Trinity; clear water, moving water and baitfish.

But that trinity was hard to find. Wed find decent water with
no bait, or bait in very stained water, and the winds were now
blowing a steady 20 miles per hour. Guidry moved us several
more times, and we took refuge from the winds in the coves on
the broken shoreline where there are so many places to fish you
couldn’t exhaust them all in a month of Sundays.

Fortunately, the reds were in the coves, and they’ll eat a top-
water bait as readily as will a trout. And when a decent-sized
redfish smashes your topwater, you've got a whole lotta fun on
the end of your line.

The initial impact is startling; they hit with such ferocity it
can pull a lazily attended rod right out of your hands. Then you
let ‘em run and reel in during the time between runs until you



wear them down.

Somewhere along the route, I lost my bone-colored topwater
due to a faulty knot. We later recovered it, but in the meantime,
I had switched to a black body/chartreuse head She Dog that
the bull reds seemed to like. They crashed at it and swirled on
it and knocked it around, but for some reason they wouldn't
commit to chomping down on it enough to let me hook them.
The bone-colored She Dog Cheramie was casting produced,
as did the chartreuse topwater Guidry fished. We played some
catch-and-release, and we moved again to complete the circle.

GRAY DUCK

“We catch a lot of bull reds in here;” Cheramie said as we
headed toward Gray Duck. “Reds 35 to 38 inches long are not
uncommon. That puts them in the 15- to 18-pound class and
even heavier. That’s a lot of redfish on the end of your line”

“Gray Duck has some great coves, cuts, bayous ... all great
places to fish, and you just work off of points and cuts, like
we've been doing,” Guidry said. “If the wind would have been
blowing from the west, wed have fished the same area and run
the same route, but wed have started at Gray Duck and run
the opposite way and fished the opposite shoreline. That way
wed still be fishing the calm side so the wind wouldn't be such
afactor”

If wed been out to load the boat with trout, we could have.

CUSTOMZED ALUMINUN 50ATS

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

Wed have limited out before we left Lake Chien and never
completed the circle. But wed have to have been fishing live
bait under corks. Not that anything is wrong with that; I actu-
ally love to fish that way. But we said from the start this was a
run-the-circle day and a topwater day, and we still managed a
nice box of fish under very windy conditions. So, if the forecast
is for stiff winds, there’s no need to stay home and just hope for
better weather. Go run the circle. You'll load the box before you
make it all the way around.

QUICK TIPS:

« There is live bait now available at the bait shop by the gas
station in front of Basson’s. Cheramie buys live minnows and
said the trout and reds can’t resist them.

« Cheramie said he normally does not fish under the birds in
the summer, but this year he’s catching trout up to 3 pounds
under them. Don’t pass them up.

« Guidry said the time to run

Rusty Tardo grew up in St.
Bernard fishing the waters of
Delacroix, Hopedale and Shell
Beach. He and his wife, Diane,
have been married over 40
Yyears and live in Kenner.

the circle is NOW!

Captain Mike Guidry can be
reached at 985-637-4292.

Captain T-Man Cheramie can
be reached at 985-677-6294.
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Anglers are catching trout, reds out of this popular

St. Bernard Parish port despite the spreading fresh water

he areas that Shell Beach anglers
I normally fish this time of year have
gotten pounded from two direc-
tions by water that's fresher than Arthur
Fonzarelli on prom night.

A record-high Mississippi River has been
spewing the stuff through every orifice,
including Mardi Gras Pass and the Bonnet
Carre Spillway while it was open. For Shell
Beach anglers, that means the water is
curling up from the former to the south
and pushing in from the latter to the
north, according to veteran guide Capt.
Jacques Laboureur.

“If the spillway hadn't been opened, and
we just had to deal with Mardi Gras Pass,
we'd be all over the Biloxi Marsh, but from
Point Lydia all the way up to Isle au Pitre,
it's all fresh,"he said in early June."The
oyster guys are just trying to hurry up and
harvest. They're trying to get them out of
there so they don't lose them”

WHAT LIES BENEATH

Sounds like gloom and doom, and the
world is coming to an end, right? Well, it's

Louisiana Sportsman | July 2019

not. Laboureur and the rest of the Shell
Beach fleet are putting plenty of speckled
trout and redfish in the boat, but they're
having to do things a little bit differently.

Almost every day, Laboureur has been
heading to Breton Sound, but he's not
scanning for the factors that are normally
so important to him. For one thing, he's
thrilled when he finds clean water, but he
doesn't even bat an eye if it's putrid.

"You're fishing, and the water is dirty, and
you've got hyacinths floating past you, so
you can't not fish a place because it looks
(bad),” he said."You've got to stop and
work it/

Also, he's not as concerned with finding
bait on the surface, simply because that
water up top is frequently so bad. That
means he's not even trying any technique
that works the top of the water column.
He's getting down to the domain of
sheepshead, croakers and pinfish — in
addition to speckled trout.

“Buy a little extra bait, because you're

probably going to burn through it,"he said.

“Literally everything I've been catching has

Vickie Venable of
Terry, Miss., got this 6
Ya-pound, 26-inch long
speck on a live shrimp
near Shell Beach.

been directly on the bottom — not on the
fall. Your bait has to be on the bottom, and
that means a lot of trash fish.

CAROLINA RIGS KEY

“Right now, everything we're catching is
on Carolina rigs, and | expect that will fol-
low through August!

The speckled trout Shell Beach anglers
have been boating aren't the bruisers
for which Breton Sound is known, but
they've been concentrated, thanks to the
river water.

“We're not exactly catching great fish out
there,Laboureur admitted. “We're catching
13-to 15-inch fish. We used to call those
Eloi trout or (Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet)
rock trout back in the day. At this point in
the game, we're just glad to catch them!

Laboureur said he's simply running the
wells and platforms in Breton Sound to find
fish. Hotspots literally change by the day.

The Chandeleur chain has also been pro-
ductive, and the fresh water has resulted
in at least one positive there.

“Typically, we have to deal with a bunch



of sharks, Laboureur said."We bring extra hooks. But | don't think Capt. Jacques Laboureurisfinding
lots of fresh, muddy water in Breton

I've caught but one shark this year, so we'll see if that changes”
9 Y 9 Sound, but the speckled trout are

REDFISH REVIVAL still there, swimming in the salty

Though the interminable river flow has shuffled the deck for stuff undemeath,

speckled trout, it's actually been a boon for redfish, Laboureur
said.

“The redfish seem to be loving the fresh water,"he said. They've
gone absolutely (crazy).

Laboureur said the productive July pattern for reds couldn’t
be easier, even though it's impossible to predict what size fish
you'll catch.

“The redfish are going to be more toward the bordering bays, he
said."Theyre not going to be in the duck ponds. They'll be more in
places like Lake Machias, Lake Fortuna, Black Bay, Oak River Bay —
those edge bays. The interior stuff just gets too warm.

“It'll stay that way until September when everything cools off,
and then they'll move backin!

To catch them, Laboureur baits his clients with live shrimp
under popping corks.

“If we get into a bunch of babies, which is something we've
been dealing with a lot this year, I'll put plastic on," he said."Once
you get them riled up, they'll hit whatever.

“We're catching everything from undersized fish all the way up
to bulls. Whenever you try to catch the bulls Laboureur laughed,
“you get nothing but babies, and when you want some small
eaters, you get nothing but bulls”

One place that's been a disappointment so far this year, how-
ever, for both speckled trout and redfish, has been both the short
and long rocks of the MRGO, Laboureur said.

“I'm hoping this July that the river will finally crest and come
down, and we can finally get some consistency out of the rocks,’
he said."The fish have to show up there eventually.'=

— Todd Masson

Lake Jean Lake Coquille
Louis Robin Lake of Second Trees Lake Athanasio

Lake Calebasse

Lake Fortuna

Lake Campo

Bay of River aux Chenes

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

Breton Sound speckled
trout haven't been as
consistently big this year,
but there are still some
bruisers in the mix.

Photos by Capt. Jacques Laboureur

SHELL
BEACH
SPECKS

July 2019 | Louisiana Sportsman 69



2323 Florida Blvd.
Denham Springs LA 70726

225.791.2277
800.932.5973

Kawasaki®
Ninja

Polaris
General
1000 EPS

Suzuki
Hayabusa

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri:8-6,Sat: 8-3

Check out our website
outdoorpowerhouse.com

s SUZUKI® Suzuki King

Quad 400

Teryx 4™ 800

B Kawasaki ? Mule™ Pro FXT™

Let the good times roll™"

) Polaris
Polaris RZR®-S
Ranger
Crew® 1000
Polaris
Highlifter

€» POLARIS

Polaris
Sportsman
1000

Outdoor Powerhouse is your Louisiana premier powersports supercenter
We carry a full line of motorsport products from Polaris, Kawasaki, Suzuki, Can-am, and Sea-Doo

©2018 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, ™ and the BRP
logo are trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. In the U.S.A., products are distributed by BRP US Inc.



Defender

Maverick™ XMR
y
‘ BRP,
R d
Xi/rlwsga c Outlander
XMR 1000 e

AN ORIGINAL OFF-ROAD VEHICLE WITH MODERN INNOVATIONS

ROXOR. No other vehicle on the planet has the heritage, durability, and reputation.

Its ancestors helped win wars, explore continents, and has taken its occupants
around the globe. This is truly an original off-road vehicle, with modern innovation.

€> POLARIS BXKawasaki® § SUZUKI.

Let the good times rol

®



72

EISHING,

ot everyone has the luxury of decades of
experience locating intricate and produc-

tive incongruities along the bottom of bod-
ies of water.

Searching for them on depth finders can seem like look-
ing for a needle in a haystack, not to mention the best
time is when the water is calm and fishing is optimal.

Harold Renfroe, a retired school teacher who fishes the
rock jetty sections on both sides of Grand Isle and the
beach between Elmer’s Island and Belle Pass, doesn't even
have a depth finder on his boat, an old V-hull designed
long ago for walleye fishing in deep, choppy water.

NO GPS? NO PROBLEM!

He also doesn’t have a trolling motor or GPS onboard.

Instead, he relies on a razor-sharp memory — some-
times with the help of a camera — a lot of tackle, a
specially rigged golf umbrella and a roll of toilet paper in
finding the hidden treasures located beneath the brine.

“It’s an old-school way of doing things,” Renfroe said.
“My father and grandfather used to fish in the bay, and
they would triangulate spots. My way is a little different,
but it hasn't failed me yet.
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By John McQueen

OI'D®SCHOGCINSTVIE

“I'wouldn’t say I catch more than most good fishermen
out there, but I can hang with a lot of them.”

No sounder, no GPS and no trolling motor means lots of
casting to find spots on the rocks that, while they might
not end up being end-all speckled trout and redfish holes,
are a little different than the typical stretch.

Cheap, Y2-ounce jigheads begin the process, and a sturdy
anchor ends it.

“Imake long casts about 10 feet off of a stretch of rocks
and gradually work my way out,” Renfroe said. “I try to
make every cast as far as I can to cover as much ground
as possible, but also to make them really close to the
same distance.

“If there’s a hole in your pattern by just 10 or so feet, that
might be two or three rocks in a pile you miss. That really
can be a good spot”

Renfroe uses spinning tackle exclusively to avoid back-
lashes. Because he’s actually looking to get the jig hung
up, he uses 8-pound mono for maximum casting distance
and so it will easily break when he’s satisfied he’s located a
pile of submerged rocks just off the jetty he’s working,

And that’s when things get interesting.



>>> FISHING ROCK JETTIES

It's no secret that jetties attract
trout, which hide in the rocks and
feed on bait washing by.

X MARKS THE SPOT

“T'll go ahead and motor up to (the spot) a safe distance,
take a wad of wet toilet paper and throw it up on the (vis-
ible) rocks (near the submerged hotspot). I'm trying to get
one that land flush on a good rock so that I can see it. Then
I'll take a picture of it,” said Renfroe.

Renfroe said people would be surprised how long a well-
formed and well-placed handful of toilet paper will last.

“If it sticks in the morning and you have a nice, hot day
with no storms, it'll dry out and stay there for a season,” he
said. “Eventually, it’ll go away, but by then, I usually have it
burned in my memory. And if it doesn’t, I've got a picture
of it”

Renfroe’s choice for fishing the rocks is a shallow, sliding-
cork rig with either a live croaker or live menhaden. The
goal is to get it as close to the bottom as possible without
fouling on the rocky bottom.

Of course, doing that takes experimentation with the
depth at which the live bait is presented

And experimentation causes a lot of lost tackle.

“Especially with croakers, if you give them a chance to

continues on page 76 >>>
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>>> FISHING ROCK JETTIES

15-pound mono < 20-pound

braid

Uni Knot splice

plastic bead &—— sliding cork
barrel swivel
h-ounce
slip weight

2/0 Kahle hook

Leader: 9 inches /

20-pound mono The payoff for losing

jigs to underwater
rocks can come in the

Shallow Sliding Cork Rig form of lunker trout,
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>>> FISHING ROCK JETTIES

continues >>>

swim into those rocks, they’re going to do it,” Renfroe said. “And that’s going to very quickly be a
lost bait. It’s a method I'm at peace with, but, yeah, there’s a lot of retying”
His reel of choice is a Shimano 2500 series loaded with 6-pound PowerPro braid and a medium-

light action spinning rod.

The light line is important because it provides “good overall
strength and you can chunk it a long way,” Renfroe said. “It also

breaks off fairly easy”

A Va-ounce weight is a little lighter than most, he said, but he’s
dealing with much shallower water than most sliding-cork users.
“I'm almost always going 6 feet or less,” he said. =

TROPHY TROUT
ROCKS AREA
GAMECHANGER

By John McQueen

Captain Lloyd Landry told a story of one of
his favorite spots in the entire Buras/Empire
system, a place where a once-in-a-lifetime
speckled trout is almost always a possibility, no
matter how nasty the spring/summer weather
is or how dirty the water.

“I'had a guy not too long ago who wanted to
catch a big trout and said he would do what it
takes to do it;'he said."The wind was blowing
off the Gulf, the water was dirty, but | told him
there's one spot where | thought he could do it”

Landry was referring to a large, flat rock located
just off the main line of the jetty in about 2 feet
of water on the edge of a tangle of smaller rocks
and rebar.

“I've probably caught 15 trout (weighing)

6 pounds or better off of it he said."And I've
done it even in the worst conditions, if guys are
willing to put in the work. That man sat there,
and | told him to cast in the same spot over and
over again until | said it was enough.
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John McQueen has written about
and wandered about the woods and
waterways of south Louisiana for 15
years. A native of Baton Rouge and
resident of New Orleans, he counts

an 8-pound speckled trout caught

on a topwater bait as his biggest
accomplishment behind the raising of
his daughters.

The Empire jetties have been producing
trout like these for Capt. Lloyd Landry
for decades.

"He cast at least 50 times, lost a bunch of jigs
and caught a few 15- to 18-inch fish — nice
fish for that day!"

The angler kept at it, even though the fish
weren't the size for which he was looking.

“Then he finally got what he wanted after
an hour,'Landry said.“That fish weighed 6
pounds, 8 ounces.

The charter captain said it's important to work
the structure well.

"What happens is, those fish just wait there
for some bait to get washed over that rock,
where they're disoriented, Lloyd said."They'll
slip up on top (of the rock) real quick for an
easy meal and just ease back into position”

Editor’s Note: Capt. Lloyd Landry IV of Outcast
Fishing Charters can be reached at 504-912-
8291.
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SPECKLED
TRUTH

Chris Bush

THREE NEW TRICKS
FOR MORE BIG TROUT

NED RIG, DARKSLEEPER, SWAVER 120 HAVE POTENTIAL TO FOOL TROPHY SPECKS

think it’s safe to say our fishing

world is changing, and since it’s

summer, ICAST, the world’s larg-

est sportfishing trade show, looms
in the future, scheduled for July 9-12 in
Orlando, Fla.

Designers, manufacturers and anglers
gather to view, reveal and introduce
technological advances before they can
be purchased in the mainstream market.

I bring this up because I'm going to
discuss three lures that meet the defini-
tion of ICAST’s intent: view, reveal and
introduce. Having fished these on plenty
of trips, I can confidently write they all
have high production value, as well as
big-fish potential.

THE NED RIG

Year after year, this simple setup
produces tremendous results on heav-
ily pressured fish when downsizing is
appropriate. A mainstay in almost every
freshwater angler’s arsenal, its transition
to inshore saltwater fishing is virtually
flawless.

The rig is remarkably simple and
includes a jighead and soft-plastic lure.
Unlike traditional jighead styles —
round, aspirin or arrow — it features a
“mushroom” profile. Simple as it may
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seem, this jighead allows the bait to
stand straight up when in contact with
the bottom. Additionally, pairing it with
smaller soft plastics gives great fish-
ability and heavily pressured fish a less-
invasive offering.

I prefer the Owner Blockhead in the
Y16- and Ys-ounce sizes, but Z-Man also
makes a NED Lockz HD jighead, and I
prefer those in the %- and %-ounce sizes
for heavier-tide and windier situations.
Soft-plastic selections being endless, I
prefer ZMan’s Finesse TRD and Trick
Shotz, mainly because they are buoyant
and compact. For fishing purposes, this
is ajig, and I fish it as such — making
one or two twitches, then letting the bait
sink to the bottom while maintaining
contact with the lure. Bites can be very
subtle, but they can also be very big since
many large summer trout are looking for
smaller, quick offerings.

MEGABASS
DARK SLEEPER

Newest of the three to market, this Goby
profile soft plastic made by Megabass
has unlimited inshore potential. Unlike
many all-in-one swimbiaits, it has an
exaggerated set of dorsal fins that act

The author landed this nice
speckled trout on a Megabass
Darksleeper, a Goby-type
soft-plastic bait. BELOW: Ned
rigs are mushroom-shaped
jigheads that allow soft plas-
tics to stand upright when in
contact with the bottom.

Chris Bush

as weed guards and allow an angler to
fish grassy or rocky substrate virtually
unscathed. Although they are made in
three different sizes, the 3-inch is the
most versatile. Production weights vary
depending on the length of the bait, but
the %- and Y2-ounce are perfect for most,
if not all, inshore situations. If you're

like me and initially thought the offered



weights are too heavy, I can tell you, the
fishability of the %-ounce is comparable
to a traditional Ys-ounce jig and soft
plastic, while the ¥2-ounce fishes more
like a %16-ounce bait. In terms of tech-
nique, fish this lure as you would any soft
plastic/jighead combination. Keep your

Megabass Dark Sleeper

rod tip elevated and give the bait two or
three twitches, letting the bait sink while
maintaining contact with your lure.
Most hits, if not all, come on the fall, and
since it’s a compact offering, a majority
of the hooksets occur on the inside of
the mouth, particularly the cheek. This
bait was designed to target smallmouth
bass in clear, northern lakes,

Most glide baits are produced

in small batches. In other

words, they are expensive. The

S-Waver is one of the cheaper

alternatives, yet it is still $15.99, but if

you are serious about targeting big fish,

these baits provide that option. The 120
is 4% inches long and weighs 1%
ounces. Since, I wade the majority
of the time I'm fishing, use lighter
rod and reel combos, the 120 still
falls in that option window and
won't give me shoulder fatigue.
Heck, Corky Fat Boys weigh
almost a full ounce.

The options for fishing this bait
are endless, but know that I found
along, exaggerated walk-the-dog

cadence to be most effective. What
makes this lure so effective is the long,
sweeping side-to-side motion. It’s great
for shallow flats or a topwater alterna-
tive on lighter tide/calmer days. I find
the only downside to these baits is
the clumsy/loud entry into the water.
Additionally, almost exclusively fish
these lures on braid or 100-percent,

River2Sea S-Waver 120

pure flourocarbon, with nothing less
than a medium-power/extra-fast action
rod. Not only will the bait run true, but
hookup-to-land ratio goes up exponen-
tially with slightly heavier tackle. Don’t
ask me how I know!

Technology is giving some very creative

lure producers endless possibilities,
and as the angling world continues to

change, it doesn't hurt to keep an eye out

for those crossover lures that may give
you the edge on big fish in your estuary.
So keep plugging and remember, take
what you need and release the rest. =

Chris Bush is an Air Force officer and a licensed
charter captain, husband and father. He spends

his time targeting big speckled trout and shar-
ing knowledge on his website, Speckled Truth.

so the reduced visibility of
most inshore estuaries renders
this bait the perfect croaker
silhouette.

RIVER2SEA
S-WAVER 120

I dare you to walk into any
tackle shop on the California
coast and mention the word
“glide bait”. What I would
imagine taking place is a store
clerk offering a myriad of sam-
ples and customers producing
copious numbers of pictures
of large bass with jointed baits
longer than most human fore-
arms. With that said, I took it
upon myself to test the West
Coast success and apply it to
the Gulf Coast, particularly for
large trout. After overcoming
alarge learning curve, I found
these baits to be very effective
and very versatile.

I chose the River2Sea
S-Waver 120 mainly because
of the price point and size.

www.LouisianaSportsman.com
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STEPS
1O CLEAN

TROUT

The quickest way to clean specks
— or most any fish

Admit it: The worst part of a fishing trip is not finding
speckled trout, but cleaning the day’s catch.

Yeah, we all say it's part of the experience, but few
people really like getting their hands full of slime and
fish guts.

So it’s important to get the job done as quickly and as
efficiently as possible.

That’s where these seven steps come in. I first learned
it by watching guides in Venice, La., and soon discov-
ered that it's a way to work around the rough bellies of
reds and specks.

Now it’s the only way I clean pretty much any fish
except panfish (which, honestly, are not that difficult).

And once you get the steps down pat, they all seem to
flow together almost as a single, continuous movement.

You'll burn through the day’s catch, get the fish in the
freezer and clean up in time for dinner.

Louisiana Sportsman | July 2019

1) With the cutting edge of the knife turned towards the tail,
insert the knife through the fish just below and slightly behind
the pectoral fin.

2) Smoothly extend through the length of gut cavity to near the
anal vent.



3) Lay the fish on its side and make a vertical cut to the
backbone behind the head of the fish.

4) Turn the knife blade to face toward the tail and, hugging the
backbone, cut down the length of the fish to separate the fil-
let from the carcass.

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

5) Remove the fillet and set it aside. Its edges should be smooth
and straight. If it is raggedly, the knife needs honing.

6) Turn the fish over and repeat the filleting procedure for the
remaining side. Then cut out and discard the rib cage from
the fillet.

7) With a fingertip, pinch the fillet, skin-side down to the clean-
ing surface, and with the other hand use the blade to gently
cut or scrape the flesh from the skin.
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THE BEST THING

YOU CAN DO

WHEN FISHING

TOPWATERS

PATIENCE IS KEY TO
MORE HOOKUPS,
GUIDE SAYS

By Patrick Bonin

othing is more exhilarat-
ing than catching speck-
led trout on topwater
lures — and nothing is
more maddening than
repeatedly missing fish that are blowing
up on your bait.

It’s tough to figure out how a fish can
avoid the treble hooks that snare you
just about every time you reach into
your tackle box, but Capt. Theophile
Bourgeois said patience — even though
it's awfully hard to practice — is crucial.

“Nine out of 10 times, the first hit on
topwater is the trout’s tail. She slaps it
or rolls on it;” said Bourgeois, who owns
Bourgeois Charters in Lafitte. “When
everybody sees that, they jerk it — and
then school’s out”

DON’T WATCH
THE LURE

His solution is simple: He tells his cus-
tomers to not even look at the lure as
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they work it across the water’s surface.

“I tell them to turn their heads and
don’tlook at the bait,” Bourgeois said,
chuckling. “When a big trout hits that
bait, and they're looking at it, theyre
going to jerk it”

Bourgeois like bone-colored Bomber
Badonk-A-Donks when he wade-fishes
for trophy trout on the Chandeleur Island
chain off the southeast Louisiana coast.

HOW TO CONVINCE
THE FISH

“With a big trout, I've had my bait go 8
or 10 feet straight up in the air. When it
comes down, then it’s game on,” he said.
“Then it’s up to you to convince that fish
the lure is some good stuff, which might
entail twitching it one-two, and then
stopping. Or maybe waiting a couple of
seconds, then one twitch and stop.”

This trophy trout attacked a Matrix
Mullet, a topwater proven to fool
even the smartest trophy trout.

If that doesn't entice a sow trout into bit-
ing, Bourgeois changes his presentation.

GET ERRATIC

“If that fails, I get real erratic, and I try
to move the bait as much as I can with-
out covering any distance,” he explained.
“I can make it twitch six or eight times in
a 1-foot span.

“An average person twitches it six or
eight times, and they've covered 6 feet.
They've pulled it out of the zone, and
she’s gone”

Another key to remember when work-
ing topwater lures is to set your drag
correctly, he said.

“Ilike to set my drags really light,”
Bourgeois said. “It’s a big fight, because if
you set the drags tight theyre known or
pulling the hooks out their mouths.” =
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ant to catch
redfish in that
16- to 27-inch “slot”

for tournaments, like Gerrit “T-Blu” Landry of
Patoutville does while competing in the Lydia-
based Southcentral Fishing Association circuit
or July’s Iberia Rod & Gun Club Saltwater Fishing
Rodeo out of Cypremort Point?

Gotothegrass. e HERE’S WHERE REDS
inding redfish in the grass and getting them

to bite is one thing. Then, getting 2 to 8 pounds \T WI N Tou RNAMENTS
of fighting-mad redfish out of the grass, which is I_I KE To H ANG OUT
plentiful along the shoreline of Marsh Island, takes

a timely, strong hookset. Landry and his father, I\/I A RS H

Gerry, of New Iberia, demonstrated that one
windy day on their way to limiting out with several | S I_AN D
ideal “slot” redfish — including one of an almost
perfect size.
How does an angler get two good slot-sized
redfish — two is the limit for many redfish tourna-
ments — in the boat when it counts? Catching

numbers increases the odds, according to Gerrit.

“You can be catching fish, but as far as the right
one, that’s luck. It helps when you're catching
abunch. You catch the first big one early in the
morning, then youre chasing the second one the
rest of the day; he said.

By Don Shoopman

FINDING A PLACE TO FISH UP NEXT >
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FINDING A PLACE TO FISH

Landry spoke as he guided his boat from Quintana Canal Boat
Landing through rough water across Vermilion Bay about an
hour after sunrise to go out of Southwest Pass. High east winds
had changed his original plan to fish grass beds around South
Point on the southern shoreline of Marsh Island, the northern
edge of the Gulf of Mexico.

After rounding the west end of Marsh Island, he pointed
the bow to grass beds near Long Point. Vermilion Bay’s
water looked like chocolate milk because of runoff from the
Atchafalaya River. The color was somewhat better along the
southern shoreline of Marsh Island.

“That’s what we've been fishing in all year. This ain't horrible. It's
alot better than (Vermillion) bay was,” said Landry, who, along
with other fishermen, can’t wait for the water to clear and the
salinity to rise.

“Absolutely. With the river like it is, that might not be this
year. (But) I think July or August, we should get a little clear or
salty water; he said.

The Landrys prefer targeting redfish in the grass along the
shoreline on the Gulf side of Marsh Island.

“They’ve got a lot of good grass here and they're fat,” said
Gerrit Landry, a production operator for Texas Petroleum who

Before heading out to the south shoreline
of Marsh Island, Gerrit“T-Blu” Landry casts
for live mullet in the Quintana Canal.
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JMARSH ISLAND SLOT MACHINE

will turn 39 this month. He’s also been working as a fishing
guide since October 2018, when he got his charter captain’s
license, as the owner of Gotta Have Faith Charters.

“The last couple of years, the way I work, I've got extra time. I
figured, ‘Why not?” he said.

Landry is putting years of fishing experience to use after start-
ing at a young age with his father, who was an avid offshore
fisherman with two offshore boats until about three years ago.

“He’s been fishing with me since he was big enough to follow
me,” Gerry Landry said, including scuba diving and spearfish-
ing together when his son was younger.

Gerry Landry, 63, who trained “hog dogs” most of his life and
has hunted hogs for three decades, retired a few years ago as
a production managed for Tech Oil Products. As of mid-May,
he was waiting on his charter captain’s license to join his son’s
charter business.

They made a formidable team, a patient team, even when
they didn't have a decent bite for the first 2 or 2}2 hours on the
water because the tide was stuck at its lowest point.

CHANGING OF THE TIDE HELPS

Around 8 a.m., a time when half-hearted bumps were the norm
for bites, Gerrit Landry said, “Yeah, the tide’s supposed to come up
about 10 oclock. It ought to turn on a little bit. I think we're at the
bottom of the tide. It's slow. We're waiting for a little tidal move-
ment. It's tough. It’s tough. You've got to slow down and fish. Were
going to get them. We've just got to find a little pile”

As the tide began to rise and water started moving along the
north edge of the Gulf of Mexico, the action began after a move



to another grassy shoreline
area near The Mounds. As
predicted a couple hours
earlier, those bumps turned
into bites.

Soon the bites became more
frequent, and the first few
redfish were stacked in the
ice chest.

“They might be just starting
to bite. They ain’t playing with
it. Two to a point. We're get-
ting better;” Gerrit said.

“When we get to five to a
point, were doing good,” his
father said.

While some fishermen
prefer a spinning outfit,
Gerrit Landry sticks with a
baitcasting outfit featuring a
Daiwa Coastal TWS saltwater
baitcasting reel. Occasionally,
he said, he reverts to a spin-
ning outfit.

“With these new Daiwas I'm
using, if you set them right,
you can cast into the wind;’
he said, proving it time after
time as he fished, noting he
also has a Daiwa Tatula at the
ready but the Coastal is “just
a little bit bigger”

The reels are loaded with
65-pound Daiwa J-Braid all the
way from fishing reel to the
hook, even if he’s using a leader.
He doesn't use monofilament
or fluorocarbon for a 12- to
16-inch leader or line connect-
ing the popping cork to the
leadhead jig, just the J-Braid.

His fishing rods of choice
are 7-foot-3 and 7-foot-2,
medium-heavy Duckett rods.
With those sticks, he said, “T'll
just flip them in the boat”

The Landrys relied on two
soft plastics — Get’Em Shads
in Shrimp on the Run and
J.B. Golden colors, respec-
tively — on %-ounce Get'Em
jigheads. Each jig cast to the
grass was tipped with a fresh
hunk of shrimp.

PERFECT “SLOT RED"”
UP NEXT >»
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MARSH ISLAND SLOT MACHINE Gerrit“T-Blu” Landry and his father, Gerry, show
> off nice “slot” redfish caught fishing grass lines
on the south shoreline of Marsh Island.

THE PERFECT “SLOT RED"”

The perfect “slot” redfish was their eighth redfish of the day,
after a well-placed cast by Gerrit Landry.

The Highwater titanium popping cork plummeted below the
surface with an audible plop, the loudest of the day, on a solid
bite. Gerrit Landry set the hook hard.

“Oh, that’s a MAN! Did you heard that cork?” he said, lean-
ing back on the redfish, which wasn't coming in peaceably. It
had serious intentions of swimming away from the boat, but
Landry changed its mind and its course.

Soon, it filled the net after being scooped by his father, and
they both looked in deep appreciation at a 26!%¢-inch red-
fish, the perfect size for a redfish tournament, a fat one that
weighed between 8 and 8% pounds.

“That’s how it usually happens. You catch a fish like that (in a
tournament) about 2:15,” he said.

Gerrit enjoyed the battle.

“If they pull drag on these reels, the way I've got them set,
yeah, you've got a tournament fish,” he said. “Oh, that felt good.
That fish right there will make your day”

One exactly that size made his day on March 30 in the first
Southcentral Fishing Association tournament of the year out
of Quintana Canal Boat Landing. It weighed 8 pounds even
and won the Calcutta, leading his boat to a third-place finish
in the 26-boat field, representing some of the best redfish fish-
ermen in Acadiana.

B CrESTLINER S
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“That’s how it was the first
tournament. The 8-pounder
was the first fish of the day,
he said.

Gerrit credited the popping
corks for adding a little more
motivation for the redfish to
bite.

WHY USE
A POPPING
CORK?

“I think that cork aggravates
them. When they hit it, they
drill it,” he said.

A few minutes later, his
father caught a 23%2-inch red-
fish. After it was safely in the
box, Gerry said, “I don’t know
if they get mad at the cork,
but I know when they hit it
they’re not in a good mood”

One of the redfish the elder
Landry caught bit hard twice
and he swung and missed
each time. He avoided strik-
ing out on the next cast to the
same spot when he hooked
and boated a 23-inch redfish.

Gerry laughed and said, “T
was just fattening him up
those first two (bites), show-
ing him the buffet” s

Don Shoopman fishes for
freshwater and saltwater
species mostly in and around
the Atchafalaya Basin and
Vermilion Bay. He moved to
the Sportsman’s Paradise in
1976, and he and his wife
June live in New lberia. They
have two grown sons.

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

Gerry Landry,
SC00ps up a
redfish hooked
and battled by
his son, Gerrit
“T-Blu” Landry.
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muster was a gruff, “Dad gum it!”
I'm normally slow to anger and even slower to speak,
but this was the third fish I had lost in less than 10 minutes.
“You can't get frustrated,” Capt. Lane Zimmer told me as he
grabbed my line to tie on another hook. “That’s part of fishing
this way. You're going to lose fish.

s ince my son was onboard, the worst expletive I could

MANGR

“That’s why I bring a bunch of hooks and a bunch of bait”

My main problem was that many of the mangrove snapper
that inhaled my pieces of Spanish sardines made beelines to
the barnacle-encrusted legs of the oil rig.

I never would have thought 10-pound fish could be so hard
to turn.

Because I could not turn these three, our 50-fish limit was in
serious jeopardy. We only needed six to wrap it up, and I had
just lost half of them.

Thankfully, the other anglers on board were much more
skilled at catching mangroves and had bumped us three fish
closer.

But to hear Zimmer — who guides for redfish and speckled
trout (504-415-8006) out of Lafitte and fishes mangrove snap-
per only for fun — explain it, the fact that we were staring at
47 mangroves on ice was an accomplishment in and of itself.

IT’S HARD TO FOOL THESE
FINICKY FISH

“These are finicky, finicky fish,” he said. “They seem like they
would be so easy to catch, but they’re probably one of the
most difficult to catch”

Mangrove snapper seem so easy because anglers can liter-
ally pull up to arig and watch them swarming after a few bits
of chum.

But watching and catching are two
entirely different things.

My son, Matthew, and I had met
up with Zimmer, his brother, Joey
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This Lafitte quide relaxes by heading out of
Grand Isle to catch mangrove snapper, one of
the most-persnickety fish in the Gulf. Here's
how he catches reqular multi-person limits.

By Chris Ginn

Zimmer, and their cousin, T.J. Roussell, to see if we might be
able to scare up a few lemonfish.

Lane Zimmer knew I was not a huge fan of offshore fishing,
so he assured me we would be within sight of the Grand Isle
water tower and Port Fourchon all day long.

“We don’t have to go far; he assured me. “The only issue we
might have is that we're fishing the Monday right after the
Grand Isle Tarpon Rodeo.

“I'would imagine these close rigs have seen a boat or two the
last couple of days”

After checking to see which would be the best way to set up on
the first rig, Zimmer concluded that the wind and the tide were
canceling each other out; therefore, he wound up hooking to the
rig and leaving one motor in reverse to keep
us away from the structure.

CHUMMING
THE RIGHT WAY

UP NEXT =



www.LouisianaSportsman.com July 2019 | Louisiana Sportsman 93



Get Chummy with Mangroves Position your boat

> downcurrent from the
rig you're fishing so
your bait chunks can

CHUMMING THE :inknaturaly.
RIGHT WAY —

Joey Zimmer, who owns Z’s Tackle in Lutcher,
immediately unboxed some frozen Spanish
sardines we had picked up only minutes before
at Grand Isle’s Bridge Side Marina and started
tossing cut-up pieces into the water at the base
of the rig.

I watched the pieces of chum slowly disappear
— each one gently washing away from the rig in
the slowly moving tide.

Lane Zimmer threaded a piece of sardine onto
my son’s hook and instructed him how and
where to throw it.

“Pull in your slack;” I told him upon noticing the
giant bow in his line and the pile of line floating
on top of the water.

“No, don’t pull up your slack,” Zimmer coun-
tered. “That’s the last thing you want to do with
these mangroves. You want your bait to look
exactly like the chum we just threw out.

“You pull up your slack, and your bait is going
to look different enough that these fish won't
touch it”

I've heard some fishing stories before, but was
Zimmer really indicating that mangrove snapper
could tell a piece of chum with a hook was differ-
ent from a piece of chum without a hook?

“Yes, that’s exactly what I'm saying; he said.
“These are some of the smartest fish in the Gulf of
Mexico. You don't fish for them the way you want
to fish; you fish for them the way they want you
to fish”

For Zimmer, fishing for mangroves the way they
want him to fish means doing everything in his
power to make the Spanish sardine on his hook look exactly like
the Spanish sardine floating freely in the water.

Apparently, this is the difference between showing up at the
dock with 50 mangroves rather than just five.

HOW TO OUTSMART
THE SMARTEST FISH IN THE GULF

“Limiting out on mangroves with five people on the boat —
you've got to know what you're doing to do that,” Zimmer said,
pitching his bait toward the rig. “The guys that know what to
do? Yes, they’ll catch them.

“But a lot of boats with five guys might get lucky to catch 20
or 30 fish. And the guys that come out here with heavy tackle
and fish the bottom will luck up and catch a handful”

The rigs we were fishing were hardly seven miles from Grand
Isle; Zimmer called them the Grand Isle 22 Block. Depending
on which structure we fished, the water depth ranged from 50
to 60 feet.

“They're definitely not a secret,” Zimmer said. “Anybody with
a good bay boat can run out here on a calm day and get in on
the action. That’s why I say these are some of the smartest
mangrove snapper in all of Louisiana: the fishing pressure is
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high enough they learn how to not get caught”

Many anglers making the short run to these rigs might bring
along 7/0 hooks, 80-pound leaders, swivels and big weights.
Zimmer packs 3/0 hooks, 40-pound leaders, no swivels and no
weights.

Anglers fishing the big, heavy gear might wind up catching
a few red snapper, a lemonfish or two, bulls reds, black drum
and some sharks, but any mangrove snapper they catch will be
out of sheer luck.

“Mangroves can see all that stuff] Zimmer said. “And they’re
smart enough to figure out which piece of chum has a hook in
it. If they see your big hook, swivel or line, they won't hit it.

“If they can tell your piece of chum isn’t falling like all the rest,
they won't hit it”

Ideally, Zimmer likes to hook up to a rig on the downcurrent
side and toss a few handfuls of chum under the edge of the
rig. As the current washes the chum away from the base of the
rig, mangroves follow it out to the point where they are easily
spotted under the water.

Then, because his knot might tend to catch on the last rod
eye, Zimmer pulls out enough line to clear the connection from
the eye and hand-tosses his Spanish sardine toward the rig.

>
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Get Chummy with Mangroves

>

hat gives your bait enough time to float down
with the chum,’” Zimmer said. “It’'s going to fall a
little bit faster no matter what you do, so I try to
make it kind of pendulum back away from the
rig so that it comes down right in the middle of the frenzy where
they're feeding on the chum I just threw in the water”

This scenario partly played out as we bounced around from
rig to rig.

For some reason, the mangroves were deeper than Zimmer
expected, and we never really saw the big schools of them feed-
ing on the chum. They were there, but we had to really wait
them out and let our bait fall way out of sight.

“It’s probably a combination of the pressure from the Tarpon
Rodeo and the water color] he said as we stopped at one last
rig to try to finish out our limit with six more mangroves.

“What you've got to realize is that when it’s dirty like this,
there’s a line down there that separates the dirty water on the
surface from the clean underneath. That’s where these fish like
to hang out, and it must be a little deeper today than it nor-
mally is — must be down around 15 feet today.’

y / |

>

HOW TO CATCH

L EMONFISH WHILE

MANGROVE SNAPPER
FISHING

When fishing for mangroves, Capt. Lane Zimmer always
keeps a few rods at the ready in case he spots a curious lem-
onfish cruising the surface.

"Take that last rig we fished today, he said.“That was a
perfect example of how this typically plays out. We got the
mangroves fired up with the chum, and all that activity got
that lemonfish fired up, too.

“He wanted to come see what all the fuss was about!

Notoriously curious, lemonfish, aka cobia, can be any-
where from the bottom to the surface, and they are known
for coming up to investigate any strange noises or commo-
tion on top of the water.

"When we spot one, everything stops, and we focus entirely
on the lemonfish, Zimmer said.“We try to keep him excited
by throwing more chum out because once he loses interest,
he's gone”

Zimmer said a lemonfish at the surface will eat a bait put in
front of it 99 times out of 100.

“We lost that fish because we hooked it on a mangrove rod,
which had the drag locked down, Zimmer explained. "Had
we hooked it on one of the rods | keep ready for lemonfish,
we would have probably landed it, because the drags were
set right”

Zimmer's lemonfish outfits are typically spooled with
80-pound fluorocarbon line and a big 5/0 hook on a conven-
tional reel rather than a spinning reel. And instead of a piece
of cut bait, he'll hook on an entire Spanish sardine. =
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Get Chummy with Mangroves A 10-fish limit of mangrove snapper for
> multiple anglers is nothing to sneeze at in
Louisiana’s Gulf waters.
n out from under the rig to feed on the
chum. The Zimmer brothers and
Roussell landed three quick fish before a curious lemonfish
demanded our attention.

After playing with the lemonfish to keep it excited, Roussell
hooked and fought it a few short minutes before it broke off.

Down but not out, we turned our attention to catching three
more mangrove snapper.

“I think they've figured us out,” Zimmer lamented as he
watched me lose three fish while the rest of the mangroves
turned their noses up at our baits. “You might not believe this,
but after watching a few of their buddies getting jerked out of
the water, theyre not going to eat anything that looks different
than the chum we're throwing out”

That’s about the time Zimmer scolded me about getting
frustrated.

“(Ify)ou fish like this, you've got to have some patience, and
you can't get frustrated,” he said. “We went through almost 50
hooks today, and we caught almost 50 fish — only three short
our five-man limit”

Yep — three short of our five-man, 50-fish limit.

Dad gum it! =

TERMINAL TACKLE MAKE
OR BREAK TRIP UP NEXT =

Cypress Gove
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this last rig, the perfect scenario played
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Get Chummy with Mangroves
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TERMINAL TACKLE

WILL MAKE OR
BREAK YOUR TRIP

Capt. Lane Zimmer has battled mangrove
snapper enough to have seen all the highs
and lows that come with going after these
smart fish inhabiting oil rigs close to Louisi-
ana’s coastline.

The most-important lessen he’s learned
is that to consistently fool mangroves, he
has to make his presentation as invisible
as possible.

“I've come up with a system that works
for me through a lot of trail and error;’
Zimmer said. "And the way I've learned
what works is paying attention to what
doesn't work!

Case in point: He started out fishing big
hooks before realizing he had to change
to smaller hooks. Then, he fished thin-wire
hooks before learning that he had to fish
thicker hooks.

“The two | use
now are the
2/0 Gamakatsu
circle octopus
hook and the 3/0
Mustad UltraPoint
Demon Perfect 1x
circle hook," Zimmer
said. “I've gone through so
many over the years — some
not as strong at that same size that
straighten to the point they look like
they've never even been bent.
“These two do the job, though!
As for line, Zimmer spools his
reels with heavy braid, but he
always ties about a 5-foot length
of 40-pound fluorocarbon leader
using either a uni-to-uni or an

Gamakatsu Octopus Circle Hook

Mustad Demon Perfect Circle Hook

COME

SEE
250

NEW
ARRIVAL
FOR 2019

KENYAVV/ES) T

5196 HWY. 311 « HOUMA, LA
985-876-7821

MON-FRI 8AM-5:30PM e SAT 8AM-NOON
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Albright knot connection.

“| start with 40-pound (leader)
and adjust from there," Zim-
mer said."If they don't hit
40-pound, I know I've got to
go smaller. If | think it's dirty
enough for me to go up to
50-pound, | will — but only if
they keep biting.

“The fish will tell you what
they want!

Zimmer uses fluorocarbon
because it has as close to the
same light refractive index as
water, which means it virtually
disappears underwater.

And believing mangroves
can spot coils of line in the
water, he ties one end of his
leader to a boat cleat and jerks
on it to straighten it out.

But even all of this isn't
enough to satisfy Zimmer.
That's why he takes the time
to hide his hooks inside pieces
of Spanish sardine. Rather
than thread his hook straight
through the eyes, he'll run it
through the eyes and then
bury it inside a little slot he
makes in the meat.

“By the time I'm done, I'm fish-
ing a bait that is as natural as |
can make it/ Zimmer said.“And
that's the only way I've learned
to consistently catch these
finicky mangrove snapper.'s

Chris Ginn has been
covering hunting and fishing
in Louisiana since 1998. He
lives with his wife Jennifer
and children Matthew and
Rebecca along the Bogue
Chitto River in rural Wash-
ington Parish. His blog can
be found at chrisginn.com.
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Nick Terry shows off a 6%2-pound bass he caught
May 31 while fishing in and around lily pads at
Toledo Bend with John Dean. Lily pads should

Dean.

TOLEDO BEND:
FISH LILY PADS

hold the key to getting bit in July, according to

FOR SUMMER BASS

go-to pattern in late spring and summer the past
My year or so is a real shady one, considering there

is very little underwater vegetation remaining at
Toledo Bend compared to the heyday of punchin’the acres of
hydrilla. There is one plant that is flourishing, offering ambush
points, cover and shade to bass, and that is the lily pad. Folks, fish
are going to the lily pads like there’s no tomorrow.

Last year, | smacked them consistently on plastic frogs when
| started zeroing in on lily pads in 2'4- to 6-foot depths. | have
stayed on them so far this year, and I've have been having
oodles of fun catching solid bass in and around lily pad fields
on Carolina-rigged, dark-colored Zoom Super Flukes. For some
reason, they haven't turned on to the plastic frogs through the
end of May.

I was out all three days of Memorial Day Weekend with two
anglers from Kansas City, Mo,, the same men who were with me
catching bass after bass on plastic frogs last year in the lily pads.
To get away from the crowd, | went to the Texas side the second
day and, sure enough, the bite was on using C-rigs in the lily
pads. We had a blast. At least three bass that were hooked were
in the 4- to 6-pound range.

Want to know how other fishermen | had around me? None.
Zero.

Lily pads began paying off in the spring. The pads themselves
were about 5 to 6 inches in circumference by then. The main
thing is, they grow over hard bottoms, and that's where bass
prefer to spawn.

In the summer, lily pads get bigger — 12 to 14 inches in
diameter — and the size of the lily pad fields grows. They're
everywhere. Baitfish, including bream, hang around. Bream are
bedding in them.

COVER IS KEY

The lily pad fields offer more cover than anything else in the
lake, although there are hydrilla beds in isolated places.

Usually, when the heat of summer hits the region, bass anglers
head out to 20- to 22-foot depths and rely on their marine
electronics. There probably will be a lot of bass deep, no doubt
about it, and they can be caught on Carolina-rigged soft plastics,
big crankbaits and football-head jigs. However, finding those
bass doesn't mean you'll catch them because, it seems, they bite
when they want.

I'm going to stay in the lily pads this summer. The bite has been
there all day, at certain times stronger than other times. What
happens in the dog days of summer? Will the lily pad bite be as
consistent when it gets full-blown July? I don't know. There’s the
possibility the bite slacks off in the middle of the day, but who
knows? Or it could be early and late, for the most part, in lily pads
5- to 7-feet deep.
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Just park the boat with an anchor or Power Pole and fan-cast
around the boat.

BAITS TO USE

Il use a Carolina rig with a ¥>-ounce weight, lighter than | usu-
ally use, to fish the lily pads. I'll have 40-pound Power Pro braid
spooled on the reel and a 2Y2-foot leader with the same braid.

The thing about hooking and landing sizeable bass in the lily
pads is you've got to strong-arm them from the get-go because
of the lily pad stems. As soon as a bass bites, you've got to bear
down, turn its head, keep its head up and get it coming to you.
Those three big ones we had on May 31 didn't get in the boat
because they weren't horsed in, as they say. It's like fishing in a
jungle, and the trees are the stems.

I'm pretty sure the bass hanging out in the lily pads will bite
other artificials in addition to C-rigs. Plastic frogs, lightly weighted
Flukes and even weedless spoons like the old Johnson Silver
Minnow ought to get them fired up, too. | can't wait until bass
start hammering the plastic frogs on top.

Crappie fishing should be very good in July as they leave the
shallows and head for brush tops and other structure in 25-foot
depths. As of the first of June, many of them were suspending 10
to 15 feet deep over brush tops.

Jigs have been accounting for quantity and quality. Crappie also
are being caught on minnows.

Hey, everybody, be safe on the water and have a happy July 4.

I've been guiding on this lake most of my life. July should be a
prime time to catch bass in the lily pads. Give me a call at 936-
404-2688. =

— John Dean

John Dean has been guid-
ing on Toledo Bend most of
his life. If youd like to join
him on a trip, give him a call
at (936) 404-2688.
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New LiveScope gives anglers extreme
OdVOﬂTOge Iﬂ COTCh|n9 ﬁSh By Kinny Haddox

lost count at 15 the number of times

Nick Young used the word “unbeliev-

able” as he talked about and demon-

strated the new LifeScope technology
that has netted unbelievable interest in the
crappie-fishing world.

“The greatest thing about LifeScope is that
it can be set to be forward facing. It lets you
see the structure and the fish before you
even get to them, 10 to 20 feet out in front
of the boat,” Young said. “That is important;
you get to present the bait better because
you see right where the fish is sitting in
relation to the structure. There’s no more
guessing whether there is structure or fish
there and exactly how deep they are. It’s
unbelievable”

UNBELIEVABLE
TECHNOLOGY

“Another thing, it allows you to put the bait
right in front of the fish and keep it there;’
he said. “Crappie are finicky, and if you are
looking at traditional sonar, most of the fish
might show as 6 feet deep. You fish for those,
but there also may be fish 4 feet deep or 8
feet deep.
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With LiveScope, you can see all of those fish
and make sure your bait is exactly the right
depth. That’s because you can even see your
bait going down. It’s not a guessing game
anymore. It even lets you see the size of the
fish before you fish for them”

YOU PROBABLY
ALREADY KNOW WHAT
HE SAID NEXT.

“It's unbelievable; said Young, a guide on
Lake DArbonne.

While the LiveScope, a product of Garmin,
is probably easier to use in deeper water,
Young said it can be used anywhere.

“You can see fish on a live cypress tree in
3 foot of water without a problem. You can
basically tell whether it’s a smaller fish or a
larger fish, and you can present your lure to
it before spooking it because, once again,
you see the fish before you even get close
to it,” he said. “We fished for spawning fish
on the trees and out on the flats from 3 to
20 feet deep and have had the same results
using LiveScope.

continued >

A new LiveScope system for
your boat can cost between
$3,500 and $6,000, based on
the size and complexity of
your unit’s display screen.

A good, basic 9-inch unit is
Garmin's ECHOMAP Plus 93sv
Panoptix Livescope system
Chartplotter with Panoptix
Livescope System. The unit
and transducer, lake data
card, cables and cords, taxes
and installation runs around
$3,500. The price goes up with
larger units, but if you can
install it yourself, you can also
save a few hundred dollars.

Earlier this year, the price
wasn't as big as a concern as
the availability. The units have
been so popular that they
were on back order from most
vendors for four to six weeks.
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LiveScope

he equipment works in pretty
much any type of conditions:
clear water, muddy water, still
water or current, Young said.
“The only problem comes if the wind
is blowing too hard and you try to fish
with your boat bouncing in big waves.
That makes it hard to get a clear picture
because the transducer is bouncing up
and down.

“Don’t get me wrong; it isn't the end all
of crappie fishing;” he said. “You can still
catch plenty without it. It’s just another
tool, but it’s a good tool. There are times
when you can’t use it, like when the fish
are scattered and you are long-lining,
because then the lures are out behind
the boat”

Young looks forward to using the
LiveScope in the summer because the
fish scatter more and are often hard to
find and catch. This technology will help
make sure he can present bait at exactly
the right depth, “right on the fish’s nose”

Using the LiveScope, anglers can distinguish

between small crappie and their slab-sized
brethren before catching them.

as he said.

“That’s really important once the water
temperature hits 92 degrees, because
they get a little lethargic. They won't
chase a bait like the rest of the year;” he
said. “But they've gotta eat. At least with
LiveScope, you know for sure there are
fish there and exactly how deep they are
and how they are relating to tops and
stumps and other structure”

HOW DIFFICULT IS
THIS TECHNOLOGY
TO USE?

“Not hard whatsoever,” Young said. “It’s
the easiest-to-use depth finder I've ever
had. You take it out of the box, hook
it into the unit, and within a couple of
hours of use, you can start understand
what you are seeing. After about two
days, you can start telling the difference
between big fish and little fish, and you
can learn quickly what kind of fish you
are seeing, simply by the way they relate

to the structure. It's been the best learn-
ing tool I've ever had in more than 20
years of fishing”

WAIT, THERE
IS A ¢ATCH.

“For everything the LiveScope will do,
it will not catch fish for you,” Young
said. “If they don’t want to bite, it

continued >
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This actual screen view from a
LiveScope shows a school of fish

around a tree.

Welcome to Louisiana Sportsman Jeop-
ardy.

Category: Crappie Fishing for $400

Answer: "Well, that doesn't seem fair”

Question: What is The Panoptix Live-
Scope scanning sonar system?

That is correct! Okay, it hasn't hit the
popular television show “Jeopardy”yet,
but the first response to hearing about
or seeing Garmin’s new LiveScope depth
finder technology in action is almost
always, “that doesn't seem fair”

Why? This “"depth finder”doesn't just let
you see the bottom, how deep the water
is, water temperature, fish signatures, etc.,
like other depth finders. It shows structure
and fish in real time. You can even see
the fish in motion, swimming around a
treetop or stump. Wait, it gets better. The
big red “blips”are the big fish. The little red
"blips”are small fish.

Wait, we aren't finished. When you drop
your jig in the water, you can even see it
sink down on the screen. You

LiveScope,

my partner

pointed out

a treetop

full of fish,

showed

me how to

watch the

jig go down

and then said, “Look, one is swimming up
to your jig” The fish did swim up to the jig,
grabbed it and started swimming off.

"Aren’t you going to catch him,"my part-
ner asked.

| was so busy watching everything on
TV, I forgot | was fishing and actually had a
real fish on the line.

Perhaps the most remarkable story I've
heard first-hand about the capability of
the LiveScope came in this spring’s Crap-
pie Masters Louisiana State Championship
on Lake D'Arbonne. The big fish of the
tournament was a 2.60 pound crappie.

The way it was caught was remarkable.
The fisherman recounted the story at the
weigh-in. He had seen the big crappie on
the LiveScope and fished for it for several
minutes when it finally bit, but hit short.
He only had the fish on for a few seconds
and it got off. He continued to watch the
fish and followed it as it swam about 50
feet to another treetop and stopped. He
waited a few minutes, then dropped the
jig back down in front of the slab. Thump.
It bit again and this time he landed it.
Well, that doesn't seem fair. =

can lower it right in front of the
fish and actually see the fish
swim up and eat the bait. No
kidding.

That really doesn't seem fair.
But only if you are a fish. Fisher-
men have taken to it like a duck
to water. The best descriptive
comparison | can come up
with is that the view you get
is much like that of the 3D
ultrasound that doctors use to
show pregnant women their
unborn babies. You can see the
face, the fingers, the feet, etc.
One side note here: the Live-
Scope is NOT good enough
YET to let you know if the crap-
pie is a boy or a girl.

I've got to admit, using Live-
Scope isn't as easy as it seems.
Like any electronics, you have
to learn what it can and can't
do, learn to fine tune it for
different conditions and then
spend lots of time looking at
the screen to know what you
are seeing.

The first time | fished in
the front of the boat with a

www.LouisianaSportsman.com
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LiveScope

Even big slabs like these caught by Nick and Jock
Young weren't enough to beat competitors using a

LiveScope in the Crappie Masters State Championship.

doesn’t matter what you do.

I tell my clients all the time,
just because we are seeing all
kinds of fish doesn't mean we
will catch everything we see.
There is no ‘Bite Button’ on the
LiveScope that you can just
push and make crappie bite.
The fish still makes the ulti-
mate decision”

When fishing is good, Young
fishes five to seven days a week,
and for the most part, it has
changed the way he fishes. It has
also helped him get younger fish-
ermen more interested in fishing,

“Normally, when I take clients
with kids and we are catching
fish, it’s fun when the fish are
biting, but today’s youngsters get
bored fairly quickly;’ Young said.
“But this is a game changer. Kids
love watching the LiveScope
and seeing everything going on
down under the boat. Most kids
are into video games, and it’s
just like a video game, only with
live action. They’ll sit glued to it,
watching when you pull up to a
stump, lower the bait down and
stop it. When a fish starts swim-
ming up to bite the bait and then
he hits it, they go crazy. They
love it”

It isn't just the kids, either. How
could any fisherman not get a bit

giddy doing that?

Young not only guides full-time
on Lake DArbonne, but in addi-
tion to taking you fishing, he will
teach you the LiveScope basics,
if you are interested.

“One of the coolest things I've
seen is when you have a fish
swim up to the bait and look it
over, then just sit there,” Young
said. “Sometimes they’ll swim
back away, but if you can get two
fish looking at it, one of them is
going to bite it every time. It’s
kind of like they don't really want
it, but they aren’t going to let the
other one get it first.”

“Like I said, it is just a tool, but
it’s an important one; he said. “I
think it will do more to change
crappie fishing than anything
since the invention of the elec-
tric trolling motor”

Unbelievable. =

You can contact Nick Young at
DArbonne Lake Guide Service on
Facebook, by email at Nicholas.
Young22@aol.com or by calling
318-243-8646.

Kinny Haddox has been writ-
ing magazine and newspaper
articles about the outdoors

in Louisiana for 40 years. He
also publishes a daily website,
lakedarbonnelife.com. He and
his wife, DiAnne, live on Lake
D’Arbonne in Farmerville.

LiveScope technology lets fishermen see a live view and locate
schools of fish in open water (right) before the boat gets on top

of the fish, giving anglers a distinct advantage.
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Nick Young didn't have to actually fish with a LiveScope
to know he needed one. He learned that when he
walked off the platform of the 2019 Crappie Masters
Louisiana State Championship on Lake D’Arbonne earlier
this spring with the third-place check in hand.

As defending champions, that wasn't the check he and
his dad, Jock, wanted. It became painfully obvious the
two teams that finished in front of him had an advantage.
They had LiveScope on their boats, and both credited it
with helping them find bigger fish and staying on them
until they bit.

"The last day, we fished 20 to 50 yards away from each
other on the same stretch of timber,Nick Young said.”l
was having to catch every fish | could, and every once
in a while, come up with a big one. They were using the
LiveScope and were fishing tree to tree, only stopping
when they saw the big ones on the scope. | was having
to guess at whether they were 6 or 7 or 8 feet deep. They
were able to drop the bait right on the fish's nose.

"We only had about three hours to fish before the wind
came up and blew us off the spot. That concentrated
time on the big fish that they had was the difference.
While | was catching and culling, they were basically
just catching big ones. | caught lots more fish, but they
caught more big ones. That advantage put them over
the top!

How sure was Young that was the difference? He went
home and ordered his new LiveScope that night before
he went to bed. =
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Chris Berzas

SMACKDOWN
HOTEL

Toledo Bend's slab sac-ait have transifioned to deeper
structure along the Sabine River channel. Here's
where and how fo catch Louisiana’s cherished
and official state freshwater fish.
couple of weeks catching limits of sac-a-lait (crappie)

M in deep brush piles in Toledo Bend waters.

So on May 28, Gagnard, a 29-year-old guide with Elite Guide
Service had no misgivings whatsoever about fishing deep at
midlake near Lowes Creek and the Indian Mounds.

“The fish were there, Gagnard said."We launched at 9 a.m. and
fished some natural structure 30 feet deep and had 29 in the
boat by 11.We caught the remaining 21 at a brush pile, ending
the trip with 50.

“The fish were mostly black crappie ranging from %2 to 1%
pounds with one white: a 1%-pounder’

Gagnard (318-308-7574) was fishing small and medium shiners
when using a 6-foot crappie rod and spinning reel combo. His
reel was spooled with 15-pound braid with a 6-inch fluorocarbon
leader. He used a Y4-ounce egg sinker to get the shiner down to
the structure.

Near Negreet, Cajun Lures' Zachary Dubois also found sac-a-lait
and a few other species on main-lake brush piles in 30 feet of
water the afternoon of May 25.

“On my sonar unit, I noticed the fish were bunched tightly, and we
had to keep our jigs in one small spot,’said Dubois, 27, from Kaplan.
"There was also a school of white bass next to the brush pile.

“By the end of the day, we caught sac-a-lait, white bass, Ken-
tucky bass and largemouths using salt-n-pepper and opening
night Cajun Slim Jimmys and some shiners," he said.

Dubose also uses light spinning tackle, fishing his Slim Jimmys
on ¥s-ounce jigheads, adding a No. 7 crimp weight to his line
above the hook to get his offering down deep.

“Some of the sac-a-lait were nice, measuring 14 inches," he said.
“But we also had many small ones. We would catch three to four
fish on one pile, then move on to another and catch three to four
more until we had a mess of fish”

JUST THE BEGINNING

Having spent more than just a few years fishing Toledo Bend,
both Dubois and Gagnard know this is just the beginning. From
now through mid-July, Toledo Bend's immense sac-a-lait popula-
tion will move to both natural and man-made structure along
the main-river channel that runs north to south on Toledo Bend.
These fish will be found deep in depths ranging from 12 to 30
feet of water.

“From now on to the middle of July, anglers will be able to
come to Toledo Bend and catch all the crappie they want,' Gag-
nard said.

any’s Zack Gagnard was on target after experiencing a
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In July, bream begin suspending
in schools above the crappie on
brush piles and other natural
structure along the main chan-
nel. These can be taken in good
numbers tight-lining a weighted
cricket to the depths.

"And in July, bream will also show up in schools situated just
above the brush piles,he said.”You can catch a bunch of them
tight-lining crickets to where they are sitting”’

But it's the sac-a-lait that is of major interest; on any given day in
June, there will be more anglers fishing sac-a-lait than bass.

"There have been plenty of crappie and white bass taken at day
and at night under the Pendleton Bridge over the past month,
even with the rising lake level said Villis Dowden, a fisheries
biologist with the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

"Bridge pilings No. 8 to No. 12 have always been favorites for
anglers, as they have the old-style feed pallet tree structures
clustered around the bases,” he said."As the water warms into late
June, pilings No. 14 to No. 19 always fish better, with their place-
ment in slightly deeper water.

“Right now, the majority of lights under the Louisiana side of
Pendleton Bridge are currently out, and the Sabine River Author-
ity has been trying to make some repairs for quite some time.
The rough weather has been their main setback, but | know
they'll get to them.

“Many anglers fishing the public reefs at night are using those
floating, green-light fish attractors and catching quite a few fish,’
Dowden said.

As lagniappe for Toledo Bend sac-a-lait anglers, Dowden said
net samples that began last fall have recorded higher numbers
of larger crappie compared to the many younger fish taken in
previous years.

TOP PUBLIC ARTIFICIAL REEFS

Man-made brush piles found along the edges of the river chan-
nel are often set out by anglers and guides to enhance the lake's
natural habitat, as well as attract and hold crappie.

Once set, these structures can be easily located again along the
main channel with a sonar unit or by precise GPS coordinates.

Plenty of public artificial reefs have been set out by both the
LDWEF (east side) and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
(west side) A few are quite productive for sac-a-lait, white bass,
yellow bass, bream and largemouths. Gagnard, Dubois and
Dowden recommended these artificial reefs:

There are three sections under the Pendleton Bridge. These
include the following (from the Louisiana side):

- Pilings 2-12: GPS Coordinates N 31.46850° W 93.71259°

- Piling 13: GPS Coordinates N 31.48557°W 93.71422°

- Pilings 14-27: GPS Coordinates N. 31.48537° W 93.74157°



Photo courtesy of
Zack Gagnard

Many’s Zack Gagnard
displays a hefty white
crappie (sac-a-lait)
taken on Toledo Bend.

Other artificial reefs include the following (LDWF artificial reefs):
- Megastructure 1: GPS Coordinates N 31.19825 W 93.57508

« Boon's: GPS Coordinates N 31.35968 W 93.64302

- Turtle Beach: GPS Coordinates N 31.40886 W 93.65217

- Lanan (west of Pendleton Bridge): GPS Coordinates N 31.51867

and W 93.673274

On the Texas (west) side, those placed by the TPWD are:

- Lowes Creek: GPS Coordinates N 31.23589W 9341279

- Indian Mounds: GPS Coordinates N 31.20061 W 93.40721
Anglers only need a functioning cellphone with a GPS

Zachary Dubois of
Kaplan has been catch-
ing quality black crappie
at mid-lake in Toledo
Bend.

Chris Berzas

coordinate mapping app to locate these reefs. Also, nighttime
anglers may find some lighting under bridges not working but
portable green-light fish attractors are a popular option.

Anglers are reminded the daily creel limit for crappie on Toledo
Bend is 25 per angler — not 50 as found in most all other waters in
Louisiana. On Toledo Bend Lake, the crappie possession limit is 100.

There is no length limit on crappie at Toledo Bend. =

— Chris Berzas

www.LouisianaSportsman.com
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11
TIPS

for mopping up
on posispawn
crappie

Tim Bye shares

his tried-and-rue
sac-orlait tactics

ne spring day, Tim Bye was

working a turnaround while

the Internet was abuzz about

big catches of spawning
crappie.

Hearing that so many of his favorite
fish were being caught made him want
to go fishing, but he wasn’t too broken-
hearted.

You see, Bye doesn’t even like fishing
the spawn.

Yeah, that’s right: This south Louisiana
angler would rather wait until after
crappie finish their spawning rituals
and move out.

So once winter had turned to spring
and other anglers’ minds turned to
bream or bass, Bye was back on the
water, fishing as much as possible.
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post-spawn crappie tips

h, and he was catching consistent
stringers of crappie.

Without live bait.

That’s because he knows fish still
feed in the postspawn —if you know
how to target them.

Here are his tips to putting together
enough fish for dinner:

#1 JUST GO FISHING

“Fish are always eating,’ Bye said. “That’s what they do”
So, instead of sitting at home complaining about the condi-
tions, get out and figure out how to make fish bite.

#2 GET THERE EARLY

“Usually, my day is done by 9:30, 10 o'clock;” Bye said.

He said warming water temperatures will slow the bite, but
that’s fine because he usually has plenty of fish in his livewell by
that time.

#3 FISH MOVING WATER

“It sets fish up,” Bye said.

At that point, all you need to do is figure out where the fish
prefer to hang out.

“If theyre on one side of the tree, they’ll be on every tree on
that side,” Bye said.

On Bye's home waters along coastal Louisiana, tides create
that water movement. But when the tide is slack or he’s fishing
Toledo Bend or Texas’ Lake Livingston, where tidal flow is non-
existent, he said water movement remains a must.

In that case, look for places wind is moving water.

“You just want water movement, however it is created;” Bye
said.

The only caveat is that too much wind can shut down the bite
because it batters the trees and laydowns on which fish orient.

When the wind kicks up, he “fishes under the wind,” which
basically means moving around points to work the water pro-
tected from the big blow. There’s still enough water moving, but
the water is calmer.

#4 DON’'T CAMP OUT

“A lot of people sit in one spot, but if you want to catch the
numbers, you have to move,” Bye said.

Indeed, on a trip to Lac Des Allemands west of New Orleans,
Bye fished much like he was targeting bass: he kept the boat
moving through the flooded cypress trees and laydowns, stop-
ping only when he got a bite.

#5 USE YOUR TROLLING MOTOR
SPARINGLY

Bye lets the breeze or tide push him along so he can be as
stealthy as possible. In fact, he as often as not reaches out
and pushes his boat away from likely crappie-holding timber
instead of using his trolling motor.

#6 FISH DEEPER WATER

Once the spawn is over, fish pull out of the shallows. The exact
depth depends on the particular body of water, but even on the
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Don't rely on the cover you see to determine where to drop
your crappie jig. Imagine what the underwater cover you
can't see looks like and fish accordingly.

relatively shallow Lac Des Allemands, Bye never fished shal-
lower than 3 feet — and that was pushing it.

The key is to keep the jig just above the bottom, which means
Bye is often moving his cork up and down to accommodate the
changing water depths.

#7 DON’T JUST FISH WHAT
YOU SEE

“You don’t fish what you see,” Bye said. “You fish what you
visualize”

In other words, when you see a treetop sticking out of the
water, you should determine where the main trunk of the fallen
tree is. That’s where you want to fish.

“I fish the main base of the tree,” Bye said. “Go to Cabela’s and
look at where those fish are sitting: They're under the main
base of those trees.

In fact, even when he sticks a jig into the visible limbs of a
treetop, he’s not really fishing those limbs.

“You want to fish the main (trunk) of the tree,” he said. “That’s
where the fish will be”

#8 FISH THE SHADOWS

While there are exceptions to this rule, it’s generally a good
bet that crappie will be keeping out of the sun. And that actu-
ally helps narrow down the amount of water to fish as shadows
become more distinct when the sun moves above the horizon.

#9 USE THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT

Bye exclusively uses 9-foot crappie poles of the Berkley and
B’M persuasion, matched with spincast reels.
“You can jig it. You can pitch it. You can fish deep,” he
explained. “A lot of people use those short poles with sliding
continued >






post-spawn crappie tips

continued >

corks, but I don't think you can get the action
on that jig like you can with the 9-foot poles”

At the same time, rods longer than 9 feet are
just too long.

“You have too much rod,” Bye said.

His setup is especially handy when working
flooded cypress knees and laydowns, where it’s
important not to pull a jig across.

“You have to learn to move it up and down,”
Bye said. “You can't pull it across; you'll get
hung up”

#10 USE ENOUGH

WEIGHT, BUT NOT
TOO MUCH

Bye ties a crappie jig to the terminal end of
his line, but he also adds a small split-shot
weight about 6 inches up the line.

“I want that bobber to stand up,” he said. “If
you take the (extra) weight off, the bobber
won't stand up.”

Of course, you can add too much weight.
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(atching post-spawn crappie is a matter of pulling out of
extremely shallow water, finding deeper water with cover,
and approaching likely spots quietly to avoid spooking them.

“Too much weight, and it pulls the bobber
under; he said.

#11 COLOR DOESN’T
MATTER

Bye rarely uses live bait, confident instead
that he can catch fish with his Panfish
Assassin plastics. He favors salt-and-pepper
silver phantom, but he’s convinced color
doesn’t really make a difference.

“It’s just preference; he said. “When they’re
biting, you can catch them on a bare jig” =
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ass fishermen might be happy with a few bites in a day,

Try OUT ThIS VeTemn Gnglerls Ideqs Gnd Bbut fishing for bream is about numbers.

fill that cooler with slab-sized sunfish

By Jerald Horst
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Filling the box.
And veteran angler Freddie McMullen of Monroe has learned
how to up his odds of success.

HERE ARE EIGHT OF HIS TIPS:

#1 Catching bull bream is largely a matter of finding their
spawning beds in the shallows near the lake edge. This is best
done early in the spawning season before aquatic plant growth
obscures the outlines of the nests. Once the beds are located,
male bluegill will use them all season; almost as quickly as some
males are removed, others occupy the spots.



Early in the season, the beds are more densely
populated, and it is easier to “git on 'em. Bed fish-
ing later in the season demands more movement
because the fish are more scattered.

#2 Be stealthy. Approach bream beds with a troll-
ing motor or paddle rather than a big motor. Don't
bang around in the boat and make noise.

#3 Don't fish too close to the boat. McMullen said
he sees people all the time with cane poles or

big reels and heavy line. The fish don't bite as well
because the boat's proximity scares the fish. You
can also cover more water with ultralight rods and
reels than with cane poles or heavier reels.

#4 Keep needle nose pliers handy. Even big, bull
bluegills have small mouths, and a swallowed hook
is difficult to get out.

#5 Near the end of spawning season, some male
bream get what McMullen calls “poor! They are
skinny and run down from fighting with other
males for nesting space instead of feeding. Others
develop sores on their skin.

McMullen keeps them all. He knows the lesions
on scuffed-up fish are only skin deep, and that
skinny bream taste as good as fat ones.

#6 Add some kind of moist vegetable, such as
potatoes, celery or carrots, to cricket cages. The
crickets get both food and water from them that
will keep them alive and alert.

#7 McMullen is a big fan of wax worms, partly
because they stay on the hook longer. Leftover
wax worms can be stored for several months in a
refrigerator.

#8 Bream fishing
doesn't have to be
an all-day job. Some
of the best fishing
can take place after 3
p.m., when the heat
of the day has passed.
Two guys who know
what they are doing,
McMullen said, can
easily catch 60 to 100
bream in an after-

noon. = o Length: 17 feet 10 inches © Max HorsePower:150
© Beam: 85 Inches o Fuel: 33 gallons
© Weight: 1500 pounds  © Transom Size: 20 inches

= SOUTHERN 2268 Grand Caillou Rd.
—JOUTDOORS , fame s~ & YAMAHA
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APEX
PREDATOR

Joshua Chauvin

he Mississippi River may be

experiencing record flooding

this year, but it's bound to come

down. As the water leaves the
swamps and river ponds, the fast-mov-
ing, bubbly outflow from the temporary
streams creates perfect locations to hunt
one of my favorite fish, the choupique.

High water can really spread out the fish,

but these drain-offs are what concentrates
the fish. Right when the natural banks
begin to expose themselves is when the
rest of the trapped waters flow through
the tiny gaps connecting to the river.

RIVER MONSTERS

I grew up catching choupique, aka
bowfin, in the swamp to make patties,
but it wasn't until I started setting limb
lines in the big waters of the Mississippi
River and its oxbows that I started catch-
ing really big choupique that commonly
exceed 10 pounds. I now stick to setting
my lines in the river because it's where all
types of fish grow extra-large.

I most enjoy going on foot-only mis-
sions or using my 8-foot kayak unless my
wife or some kids want to join; then, we
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The author untangled this big choupique
under the water at a running cut into the
Mississippi River.

MISSISSIPPI
MOTHER LODE

FALLING RIVER WATERS CAN BRING UNEXPECTED TREASURES
WHEN LIMB-LINING THE TRENASSES.

take a larger boat.

Still, with the bay boat, I'm getting out
to set and retrieve most of the lines in
the water. A kayak doesn't flip as easily as
a pirogue when battling large fish in the
deep-water currents.

The 100-percent bank mission just
takes this task up to an extreme chal-
lenge. These river banks are usually lined
with huge rocks or steep, nearly straight-
up muddy banks. Climbing up those tall,
soft mud banks is a challenge, but doing
it while bringing a big fish to the truck is
extra tough.

I only keep enough fish to eat, so with
the size of these river fish, that usually
doesn’t take very many. The rest I just
catch and release for the sport of seeing
what’s lurking out there.

I'm often targeting flathead catfish on
these missions at other types of loca-
tions, but I always find a few running
cuts to seek out the bowfin.

FAVORITE BAIT

My favorite bait is live bream hooked
through the back or huge, live crawfish
hooked through the tail. The live bait

will often result in a few flathead catfish
every trip, even in my choupique spots.

Getting live bait by land or kayak can
be a challenge during the summer heat.
I use alarge ice chest with iced water
and an aerator in the back of my truck.
Then, I transport the fish in a small
floating minnow cage by hand or tied to
the kayak.

When that isn’t an option, fresh-
cut bream chunks work very well.
Choupique don’t seem to be too picky
about what they eat. Just be sure to pick
a tough bait that stays on the hook well.

DENIZENS
OF THE DEEP

Big blue and channel cats and tasty gas-
pergou often come up from the depths
to these shallow-running cuts at night
to feed in the trenasses. The biggest soft-
shells and snapping turtles visit looking
to feed as well.

I set my limb lines on limber roots and
limbs that are strong and have some
flexibility. I try to set my lines late in the
evening or at night. Gar will steal most
of the baits if left during the daylight



This big catfish was tangled and too large
to get in the author’s kayak, so he went
diving and swam the monster to the bank.

hours. Also, on nighttime sets, I'm on the

lookout for big river bullfrogs to jump

on. Alone at night, setting the lines in the

river and the slop mud, is what I consider
a peaceful evening of relaxation.

ADRENALINE RUSH

It’s the next morning that the real
adrenaline takes place. There’s nothing
like seeing that limb or root tugging.
Still, be prepared on slack lines that look
untouched; often, they go berserk when
you pull, awakening the creature below.

Sometimes, the fish can be pulled up
without any issue, but usually, they are tan-
gled underneath. That's when I dive down
to feel around and see what’s hooked.

I start by using my foot to see if it’s a
big alligator gar or turtle before sticking
my hand down the leader into awaiting
jaws. Alligator gar may have the biggest
teeth, but the choupique have super-
sharp teeth and gill plates to watch out
for. Luckily, the bigger catfish’s stickers
are dulled down, so I bear hug those to

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

the surface.

Even though I'm
a great swimmer,
since I'm often
alone and near
the deep, strong
current, I always
wear my fanny
pack inflatable
life vest, a dive
knife on my calf
and a backup tiny,
folded knife on a
lanyard for when 1
get in the water.

RIVER GEAR

Having a long push pole rigged with
a gaff hook helps bring up the tangled
debris and fish all together. However, get-
ting in the water and untangling the fish
by hand makes the trip the most fun and
ensures a landed fish once my hands get
hold down below.

T use heavy duty 8/0 to 10/0 circle hooks

with heavy, braided nylon twine of at
least 250-pound test or more. I rig most
of my heavy duty lines Carolina-style
by using about an 12- to 18-inch leader
tied to a large, strong swivel. Above the
swivel, I use 8 to 12 ounces of weight
from old, broken cast-net weights
threaded on with a knot above the
weight to keep them in place.

continues on page 122
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continued

Getting muddy is all
part of the fun when
catching choupique

without a boat using

limb lines.

BLOW OUT SALE ON OUTBOARD MOTORS!

BFT 250

WE CARRY

25[]3 225;

TOHATSU

BFT 225
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BFT 200 BFT 150

TOHATSU

The strong river current means a lot of
weight is needed to keep the bait down
and keep it from washing up against the
bank or staying at the surface. The circle
hook and swivel is very important to
keep the fish from twisting off.

I try to set lines about 3- to 6-feet deep,
directly under a limb. Since that’s not
always possible, I keep some longer,
suspension-rigged lines with me, too.

These longer lines have a heavy railroad
spike or nearly 16 ounces of weight tied
to the end. I use them with the same
leader, hook and swivel combo, but tied
halfway up. When using live bait, having
the bait suspended away from brambles
is very important.

Most of my spots are in rarely visited
locations, so instead of wasting time
tying complex knots and having to
remember each branch my lines are on, I
use pool noodles on the ends. They only
require a few wraps and quick single
overhand knot to stay on the limb. This
makes setting and untying to the limb a
quick 5-second task, which allows me to
save time and set many more lines.

A couple years back, I did an article
and video on swim noodling to get the
big flathead and blue cats from under
the water which can be found here:
https://www.louisianasportsman.com/
fishing/freshwater-fishing/apex-pred-
ators-extreme-noodling-swim-fishing-
for-big-cats/

BFT 115 BFT 90 BFT 75

BFT 60

FINDING THE FISH

When driving in the truck or boat or
jogging, I'm always looking for birds. Just
like speckled trout fishing by spotting
diving seagulls, where they have flocks
of any long-legged birds standing in the
drain-offs, they have big fish feeding
there as well.

To find these running trenasses online,
carefully search Google Earth during
the lowest river level dates and seek the
dried out light colored run-offs. Once
found, use gps imagery of higher river
levels to dates on rivergages.com to see
how that location correlates to various
river levels. This way no time is wasted
checking spots when on the water.

The deeper cuts have the longest fish-
able time as the river drops. The more
narrow the cut the better odds I have
since my few lines are concentrated
within the run off. Fishing right next to
the deep drop off into the river is where I
try to set lines.

BRING YOUR
BASS POLE

Also bring a bass pole. The bass tend
to stack up at many of these cuts, and a
limit can be had in no time if the bass are
there. The river may be muddy, but when
the clean, swamp water is rushing out,
there’s a perfect mixture for feeding bass
that school up during the summer. I pack
a telescopic travel rod-and-
reel that fits into my back-
pack on these long hikes.

One time, I was fishing a
running trenasse where I had
set some limb lines. After
catching a nice bass, sud-
denly my 6/0 hook set into
one of the biggest alligator
gar I've ever seen. The mon-
ster, which was more than 6
feet long, swam straight just
under the surface, acting as if
the tight drag it was spooling

S

SOUTHERN
—JOUTDOORS

didn’t even phase this sub-
marine of a fish, swimming
out into the river. Needless to

N7

Feel the Wind™

M ARINE

2268 Grand Caillou Rd., Houma, LA

985-873-7731

Tic say, the 65-pound braid sud-
denly popped.
When targeting the rushing



BELOW: When taking kids with you, or if the water
is too cold, the same action can be had from the
boat but landing deep tangled fish is not easy.

river cuts in the summer, catching fish is nearly a
guarantee; the question is just what type and how
big of a monster will you have hooked. If looking for
a way to stay cool in the heat of summer try giving
this ultimate wading-style limb lining mission a go. =

Joshua Chauvin is a health-focused ultra-
marathon runner who goes on solo manual-
powered public land adventures focusing

on hunting big game and large fish by using
challenging methods and weapons. He enjoys
self-filming and sharing the tactics and details
from his expeditions to help others learn from
his unique techniques.

www.LouisianaSportsman.com
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DIXIE DIXIE DIXIE
DISCOUNT DISCOUNT DISCOUNT
$20,611! $28,098! $23,792!
2019 KEYSTONE 2019 HEARTLAND 2019 JAYCO EAGLE
AVALANCHE 379BH MILESTONE 360RD HTX 26RLX

s396/ mo or s58,995 s323/ mo or 539'995 s24'2/ mo or s29,995

STK #30030. MSRP $79,606. Sale Price $58,995 plus tax, tag, fifle, and license fee. ~ STK #29531. MSRP $68,093. Sale Price $39,995 plus tax, tag, fitle, and license fee. ST #27708. MSRP $53,787. Sale Price $29,995 plus tax, fag, fitle, and license fee.
Dealer discount of $20,611 on approved credi. Offer available with 10% down and ap- ~ Dealer discount of $28,098 on approved credit. Offer available with 10% down and ap-  Dealer discount of $23,792 on approved credit. Offer available with 10% down and ap-
proved credit. $396 Per Month for Months with 6.49% APR Financing. Not oll customers ~ proved credit. $323 Per Month with 6.99% APR Financing. Not all customers will qualify  proved credit. $242 Per Month with 6.99% APR Financing. Not all customers will qualify
will qualify for the advertised rate. Expires 7/31/2019 for the advertised rate. Expires 7,/31/2019 for the advertised rate. Expires 7/31/2019

DIXIE DIXIE DIXIE

DISCOUNT DISCOUNT DISCOUNT

¥7,988! $10,443! $14,180!
2020 HEARTLAND 2019 GRAND DESIGN 2019 KEYSTONE
PROWLER 250BH IMAGINE XLS 19RLE SPRINTER 325BMK

$ 165/mo o $ 16,995 $ 195/ moor*1 9,995 s267 /mo or s32,995

STK #31270. MSRP $24,983. Sale Price $16,995 plus tax, tag, title, and license fee.  STK #26923. MSRP $30,438. Sale Price $19,995 plus tox, tag, fitle, and license fee.  STK #29560. MSRP $47,175. Sale Price $32,995 plus tax, fag, fitle, and license fee.
Dealer discount of $7,988 on approved credit. Offer available with 10% down and ap- Dealer discount of $14,921 on approved credit. Offer available with 10% down and ap-  Dealer discount of $14,180 on approved credit. Offer available with 10% down and ap-
proved credit. $165 Per Month for Months with 7.99% APR Financing. Not all customers  proved credit. $195 Per Month with 7.99% APR Financing. Not ll customers will qualify  proved credit. $267 Per Month for Months with 6.99% APR Financing. Not all customers
will qualify for the advertised rate. Expires 7/31/2019 for the advertised rate. Expires 7/31/2019 will qualify for the advertised rate. Expires 7/31,/2019

NATION’S TOP SELECTION OF RV BRANDS

HAMMOND Located off I-12 Exit 35  SALES: SERVICE:
Sales & Service: 10241 Destination Dr. Mon - Sat Mon - Sat

866-591-2024 Hammond,LA70403  8am-6pm  8am-5pm dIXIerV.Com
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By Brian Cope

CATCH A COOLER FULL OF DELICIOUS
CATFISH USING THIS EASY AND INCREDIBLY
RELAXING JUG-LINE TECHNIQUE

hen Jeff Caldwell’s friends pressed

him to get his new boat on the water,

he thought about different types of
fishing hed like to use it for. He came up with an
unconventional — but highly effective and relax-
ing — method of catching catfish.

Caldwell decided he would use his boat to
jug-line for catfish. He and his friends have had
a blast ever since. And they've eaten plenty of
catfish nuggets in the process.

DIY JUGS UP NEXT >
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DIY JUGS

Jug-lining isn’t a new form of fishing, but newer materials have
made it easier and more effective. Like many anglers, Caldwell
and his friends build their own jugs.

Caldwell starts with a 10-foot section of PVC pipe that’s skinny
enough to slide into the hollowed part of a foam pool noodle. He
cuts it into eight sections each 15 inches long.

He roughs up a 12-inch section of the PVC pipe, applies glue to
it, then adds the pool noodle to the glued area. Next, he drills a
hole through both ends of the PVC. Then, he slides a short sec-
tion of size 48 tarred and twisted nylon twine from Catahoula
Manufacturing through one hole, and he ties a square knot
inside the PVC. This forms a loop at one end of the pipe.

On the other end of the pipe, he slides the twine through a 2/0
barrel swivel before forming the square knot inside the PVC.

Now, he takes a 12-foot section of the same twine and ties it
to a 150-pound test snap swivel. He snaps that swivel onto the
PVC’s loop that does not have the barrel swivel attached. This
12-foot section is finished off with a weight he makes using a
16-ounce Solo cup, concrete mix and a heavy-duty metal eyelet
he makes from discarded political sign stands.

Jeff Caldwell’s pool-noodle jug-lining for catfish
has become a productive hobby for he and friends
aboard his boat.
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CRUISING FOR CATFISH

On the opposite end of the jug, a 2-foot leader of the same
twine is tied onto the ball bearing swivel. Then, a 12/0 Mustad
circle hook is tied to the other end of that leader. With the
weight tied to one end of the jug on a 12-foot leader and the
hook tied to the other on a 2-foot leader, the jug stays in place,
while allowing the bait to move about relatively freely with
the current and wind. It also allows a fish to move away with
the bait and hook itself before feeling any resistance.

BEST BAIT

Caldwell said the most effective bait has been small sections
of pork butt soaked in Italian dressing. The catfish like them,
and they stay on the hook better than commercially-made
stinkbaits.

Once on the water, the boat operator watches the display of
the boat’s electronics. He's mainly looking for sloping areas
that offer catfish easy access to both deep and shallow water.
When he sees a good spot, he tells the others to toss out ajug
line, then he marks it on the boat’s GPS.

“Marking it on the GPS gives us a good reference point.
Sometimes a good fish will move the jug away, but having that
initial reference spot makes it fairly easy to find,” Caldwell said.

CHECK-IN TIME

On their first night of fishing, they dropped the “jugs” off just
before nightfall, then went back to check them at daybreak
the next morning. He said that was a mistake.

“It was difficult to find them. That allows any hooked fish
too much time to move the jugs away, he said.



LEFT: A section of PVC
pipe, a section of pool
noodle, a homemade
weight, twineand a
hook make up a Jeff
(aldwell catfish“jug.”
RIGHT: Plenty of
catfish will bite a piece
of bait suspended
naturally under a float.
But don't leave the
bait too long before
checking.

“Now we start in the evenings between 5 and 7 p.m. We drop ends of all his jugs to make finding them in the dark even easier.
24 jugs off. Once we put the last one in the water, we may eat a “That will also help us always grab the weighted side of the
snack or ride around a few minutes, and then we start checking jug. And that makes it more difficult for the fish to get away

them,” he said. when we are lifting the jugs; he said.
Having handheld lights helps once the sun goes down, and
Caldwell said he plans to add reflective tape to the weighted WATCH OUT FOR GATORS

UP NEXT >»
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WATCH OUT FOR GATORS

They once had to rescue one of their hooked
fish from a gator, so he suggests pulling the jugs
up with a boat hook. And they’ve had some
jugs damaged by gators, which seem curious
enough about the floating objects to sink their
teeth into.

But one thing they've never done while jug
fishing is left the water without enough catfish
to make the trip worthwhile.

“It’s a very relaxing way to fish. You aren’t
constantly casting and reeling or watching a
bobber the whole time. Once the jugs are in the
water, you can ride around and sight-see, watch
the birds, eat a snack, have a conversation, and
simply enjoy spending time with friends in a
relaxing way. It’s fun to check the lines and see
what you've caught too, and when the night is
over, we've always got plenty of fish,” he said. =

Good, eating-sized catfish are the norm on an
overnight, jug-fishing outing.

. DOWN EAST
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RANGER BOAT CITY .
L NPT a0 (KON,
OCK 5%‘

2019 RANGER 2185 / MERCURY 150 4S PRO XS | 2019 RANGER RT 188 BOTTOM LAND /
YAMAHA 115 VF115LA

SnaB E09e, SALE $38,900 Seln 05006 SALE $30,395

OPTIONS INCLUDED: OPTIONS INCLUDED:

e Color F (Shadow/Nassau) e Charger 15 x 3 Dual Pro  SSProp * Baystar Hydraulic Steering

o Mercury 150L ProXS  Minnkota Maxx 80 BG 42" 24V Trolling © Retractable Trailer Tie Downs ® Front deck rods straps

o Single Axle Trailer w/ Brake Motor.Upgrade . o IF_{owraltncLel Hook”5 HDI @ Console o i/\tcr;ﬁs front deck seating

o Aeration System w/ Pumpout 2 Trolling Motor Batteries w/ Holders © hemolg Livewell * AutoBiige . .

< ot ol Rt ) T s
° FO,Ot Throttle :;ra!nsngB] Sivgr/Guardlan Support © (2) Fold Down fishing seats w/ pedestals e Aluminum Spare Tire

© Trim Lever dised boat Lover o Mossy Oak Bottom Land Paint Schemew/ e Minn Kota Edge 704 Trolling Motor

e | owrance Hook 2-7 carpeted Interior o 3 Bank Onboard Battery Charger

2019 RANGER Z518 / MERCURY 150 PRO XS | 2019 RANGER BOATS 2519 /
MERCURY 225L PROXS TM

swae ez SALE $41,000 Snale a0, SALE $56,995

OPTIONS INCLUDED: Built to dominate the 18-foot class, the all-new Ranger® 7518 OPTIONS INCLUDED:

e Color Option F stands alone in terms of all-out performance, economy and SN TS o Tilt Hydraulic Steerin

. Mercuryp150 ProXS 4-Stroke features. We've maximized inner storage space up front with a pair * Color Package G (Raspberry/Carbon) R Setba)::k 10 Slidemagter

o Single Axle Trailer w/ Brakes of 8-foot rod boxes, a gelcoat-lined, insulated in-deck cooler and o Mercury 2251 ProXS TM X

o Aeration System w/ Remote Pumpout  included  large starboard gear box. The oversize casting deck and o Single Axle Trailer w/ Brake o Trim Lever

o Foot Throttle 95-inch beam betrays the boat's size and offers a stable and silent o Dual Console Model o | owrance HDS-9 Live (Bckmnt/Cnsl)

e Remote Drain Plug platform. A foam-filled core and our strategically placed pultruded o Lowrance XDCR Active Imaging (ZD)

o Jack Plate fiberglass material deliver unshakable solidity and a one-piece feel e /-Pack w/ Dual Pro Charger : " )
e Trim Lever throughout. The helm carries a full complement of gauges, flush- o Keel Protector ° Ml(;]tglrmta Fortrex 80 US2 45" 24V Trollmg
o Lowrance Hook 2-7 mounted electronics. Integrated LED navigation lights, a recessed ° i ) .
o Lighting Package trolling motor foot pedal and SRS Soft-Ride Seating bucket seats . ég:ﬁg?e”[)srﬁeg Wl OP utrigﬁout © 2 Trolling Motor Batteries w/ Trays
* Minnkota Fortrex 80, 45" 24V Trolling  found out his angler-centric rig and make it far outperform its ugtp o Transom Saver/ Guardian Support
Motor Upgrade budget-friendly price tag. From daylight to dusk, the Ranger 7518 o Foot Throttle o Boat Cover- Black
o Transom Saver delivers features and value like none other. oat Lover- blac
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2019 TIDEWATER BOATS 1910 BAY MAX

2016 TIDEWATER 22 CAROLINA BAY

snas ez SALE $31,795

The 1910 Bay Max is a truly affordable package with all the features. Hydraulic
steering, dual live wells, 2 locking rod lockers and aft deck flip up seating are
just a few. The shallow draft hull that can handle the rough stuff is designed to
run with a Yamaha 115 HP 4 stroke for the best value in the business.

2019 TIDEWATER BOATS 2110 BAY MAX

SALE $39,000

Demo. Mercury 225 Pro XS for
Real Power, T/A Welded trailer,
[-Pilot, 9" GPS/Sonar, Trim Tabs

2019 TIDEWATER BOATS 2500 CAROLINA BAY

SALE! CALL!

OPTIONS INCLUDED:

 Color Cadet Blue Sides/Carbon
Gray Bottom

o Mercury 150 XL ProXS
e [arge “210” Console

e | eaning Post w/ Back Rest
© Bow Casting Seat Base

e Seastar w/ Tilt Steering
e Dual Battery Switch
e Swim Platform (3 Step)

The new 2110 Bay Max has improved seating,
anew console, increased storage, and better
tackle space. There's even a space for an
optional port-potti. The 2110 Bay Max is a
shallow water dream and a family memory-
capturing machine.

2019 MAKO 18 LTS

SJVOH”J_[V

SALE $82,900

Welcome to the NEW 2500 Carolina Bay. This new Garolina Bay
model is a large, stepped bottom, feature full, high end, family friendly
performance bay boat. The 9" beam blows away the competition.
Power by Yamaha 300 hp. Welded alum trailer. Reg. $86,995

2019 MAKO SKIFF 19 CENTER CONSOLE

sna Tress. SALE $30,580

Sl T7ees. SALE $31,975

Whether you're searching the flats for bonefish or cruising the bay for
redfish, the 100% composite MAKO® 18 LTS has got the fierce inshore
attitude to get you there. The aggressive fiberglass hull and wide beam
combine to give you a dry ride in choppy seas and rock-solid stability
at rest.

It's backed by the MAKO Assurance 5+Life warranty—a best-in-class
factory warranty that guarantees the quality of your boat for life.
Complete with a custom-matched aluminum trailer and a Mercury®
outboard, you'll be ready to raid the coast right from the dealer.

The MAKO® Pro Skiff 19 CC is a spacious, smooth and stable craft that's
equally at home in the flats, the bay, and big inland lakes and rivers. Thanks
to our award-winning AV (Advanced Inverted V) hull with clear water
channels and integrated anti-spray design, the Pro Skiff 19 provides brisk
acceleration, amazing stability and a smooth, dry ride.

With high-density, marine grade upholstery, expansive non-skid decks, two

coolers and a 25-gal. baitwell, it's a great boat for both dedicated anglers and o
fun-loving families. And for your peace of mind, the Pro Skiff 19 is backed

by MAKO Assurance 5+Life—the best factory warranty in the business.

VWS

TEST DRIVE BEFORE YOU BUY ON THE BOAT CITY LAKE IN HAMMOND!

BOAT CITY
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PADDLES ‘N
PUDDLES

(hris Holmes

Chris Holmes has kayak fished
in the Gulf of Mexico, the Atlantic
and Pacific oceans and many
places in between. He can be
reached at cholmes@att.net.

KAYAK
KRABBING

ull. Pull. Pull. ... That chant was repeated
dozens of times as crab nets were hoisted
from the bottom of a local bayou. As the
nets come up, the crabs try to escape, so the
harder you pull, the force of the water helps keep them
from getting out of the net. There's nothing worse than
seeing a No. T male launch himself over the rim just
before you can get him in the basket.

Kayaks are usually the last vessel that comes to mind
as a crabbing boat; however, with a little planning, they
make it easy and exciting.

Making kayaks looking like miniature versions of what
youd see on Deadliest Catch, two dozen crab nets were
stacked on the bow, and foam bait trays filed with cut
chunks of turkey necks were at the ready.

BAIT UP BEFOREHAND

It is easier and saves time if you bait-up for the first
round before you leave shore. Neatly stack the nets
by rotating where the corks sit so that they do not sit
directly on top one another. This helps keep the stack
level and more compact. Although you can use more,
two dozen nets are easily managed and make for opti-
mum soak time between running your strings.

Try to pick a day with good tidal movement. Crabs
feed better when the water is moving, and it helps dis-
perse the scent of your bait to lure them to the nets.

Store-bought chicken and turkey necks are inexpen-
sive and readily available. | prefer turkey necks, because
they are larger and can be bought pre-cut into perfect-
size portions. Another advantage of turkey necks is
that the bait pin in the net can be inserted through the
middle of the bone itself, which helps feeding crabs
from stealing it.

Fish heads are another good bait. When cleaning
speckled trout, | pack all my heads into gallon ziplock
bags and freeze for later crabbing use. Simply mark the
number of heads on the bag so you'll know how many
baits you have. Fish heads should be pinned through
the eyes to keep them in place.
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After a few runs, the crabs start to add up. A plastic top
on the basket helps keep them shaded from the sun
and keeps them from climbing out as it gets full.
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PADDLES ‘N
PUDDLES

continued

>

INSIDER TIP:

DON’T USE REDFISH

Don't use redfish heads. As one of their natural predator, crabs
won't go anywhere near a net baited with a redfish head. Using
quality nets is a must. Get some that are coated with traw! dip
and use quality stainless-steel bait pins. | prefer about 10 feet of
line and colored corks to identify your nets as well as make them
easier to see as you run your string.

When setting out the first string, start downwind/downcurrent
as you move along. The reason for this is evident as you go back
to pick up the first nets. It is much easier to use the wind or cur-
rent as a brake to paddle/pedal into perfect position. You are
able to pull the nets straight up without going past them. Keep
a basket in the rear tankwell so the nets can be pulled and the
crabs emptied by simply turning around in your seat.

Make sure the basket has a solid lid to keep the sun off of the
crabs and keep them from crawling out as the basket fills up.

Get a quality pair of stainless crab tongs to help wrangle any
crabs that fall into the cockpit. There are no more tense moments
than when angry crabs are scurrying near your feet or worse,
your nether region. Keep your tongs attached to a leash, as they
are invaluable and you do not want to drop them overboard.

KEEP YOUR
DISTANCE

Keep about 30 yards
between nets. This helps
you thoroughly fish an area
without the nets compet-
ing against one another. If
the nets are pre-baited, it
won't take long to get that
first string set out.

Let the nets soak a good
15 to 20 minutes before
making the first pick-up.
After that, you should
be able to run themin a
continuous rhythm as the
time taken to remove crabs
and re-bait when necessary
allows for ample soak time
during each run. Bait is
cheap. Make sure to re-bait
when it gets well-eaten
or washed-out looking.
Fresh bait can make the
difference between having
several crabs in a net versus
an empty one.

A couple of hefty blue crabs being hauled
to the surface. A chunk of turkey neck
lured them into the net.
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Make mental notes of which nets seem to be doing better and
adjust your string as you go. A depth finder is great for judging
the bottom and finding where you want to set the nets. As you
progress, see what depths seem to be doing better than the oth-
ers. Move your nets accordingly and don't be afraid to stack them
and move to a different location if necessary.

Most areas of south Louisiana saltwater or brackish waters have
good populations of crabs. They even tolerate fresher areas fairly
well. Look for areas where folks regularly crab off the side of the
road and try the opposite bank where there is no land access.

LOOK FOR CRAB TRAPS

Crab traps are a sure sign of a good area as commercial crab-
bers know where to set them. However, to avoid confrontation,
do not set your nets right next to someone’s traps. Try the other
side of the bayou or spread the nets out between traps.

When the day is done, place the crabs in a cool, shady place
while waiting for your boiling pot to get going. Take that time to
spread out each net on the driveway and thoroughly hose them
down. Let them dry in the sun and then stack for the next outing.

It might not be Alaska or the Bering Sea, but you will feel like
Captain Sig when you take your kayak on a Deadliest Catch
adventure to a local bayou and come home with a basket full of
delicious Louisiana blue crabs. =



LEGAL RECREATIONAL
CRABBING WITH NETS:

There is no license required for any person using
crab nets or lines. Anyone harvesting crabs on
WMAs or refuges must possess either a basic recre-
ational fishing license or Wild Louisiana Stamp.

There is no recreational minimum-size limit for
blue crabs. The possession limitis 12 dozen crabs,
per person, per day. Certain WMAs and state and
federal refuges may have different possession limits.

No person may possess adult female crabs in
the berry stage (i.e, carrying the eggs or young
attached to the abdomen). All crabs taken in the
berry stage must be returned immediately to the
waters.

The season is open year-round, except for certain
announced closures. There will be a Sept. 9-Oct.

13 fall prohibition on the recreational take or pos-
session of mature female blue crabs in the fall of

2019. However, this prohibition could be removed
depending the results of the 2019 blue crab stock

A couple dozen quality crab nets, a pair of tongs
and some turkey necks are all you need to have a

assessment. Please make sure to check the regula- great kayak crabbing adventure.

tions for updates. =
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SPECIES
SPOTLIGHT

Brian Cope

SPECIES SPOTLIGHT:
SHEEPSHEAD

‘CONVICT FISH’ ARE SOME OF THE TASTIEST FISH IN THE GULF

heepshead, Archosargus pro-
batocephalus, are a strangely-
named fish. Along with that,
they have teeth that look
strangely out-of-place. The
teeth are much larger and more mam-
mal-like than those of most other fish.
Nevertheless, these fish are sought after
by many anglers for their sporty fight
as well as their tasty table fare. They are
difficult to catch, and most successful
sheepshead anglers devote a lot of time
to specifically targeting them, rather
than just fishing for whatever is biting.
Sheepshead are somewhat oval-shaped,
much like a freshwater bluegill, but
sheepshead grow much larger and are
more elusive. They have a silverish-green
to gray body with five or six dark vertical
bars that run all the way from the dorsal
fins to the bottom of the fish's body. They
have a well-defined lateral line that runs
horizontally from the rear of the gill plate
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down the center of the body toward the
tail.

A sheepshead’s dorsal fin has 12 spines
and 11 soft rays. The spines are very
sharp and should be avoided by anglers.
They have slightly forked tails. Inside
their mouths are four wide teeth on both
sides of the jaw that resemble incisors.
They also have numerous molar-like
teeth, depending on the fish’s age and
health.

These fish use their teeth to crush and
grind invertebrates that commonly live
around concrete, metal, and wooden
structures. Their diet is made up of mus-
sels, clams, oysters, barnacles, crabs,
shrimp, and occasionally, small fish.
They consume a good deal of algae as
well, but fisheries biologists aren’t sure if
that is by choice, or if they just happen to
eat the material while foraging for their
favored foods.

Observant anglers often spot sheeps-

Sheepshead like this one are often
caught around docks, where the
fish search for food among the
barnacles that grow on the wooden
structures.

Brian Cope

head swimming around pier pilings,
bridge supports and other debris. They
are looking for, and eating, whatever they
can find among the barnacles.

Some sheepshead stay inshore
year-round, and many move between
offshore, nearshore, and inshore struc-
tures, usually in the fall and early spring.
Anglers catch them throughout the year
on sunken trees, bridge and pier pilings,
rock jetties, reefs, wrecks and livebot-
tom. Some anglers report catching them
in shallow, open water around oyster
mounds.

Fiddler crabs serve as one of the top
baits for sheepshead anglers. Mussels,
clams, and shrimp are also good bets. A
small number of anglers fish for sheeps-
head with artificial lures like Cranka
Crabs, Coco the Crab, Savage Gear’s 3D
Crab and Gulp! crab lures.

Rather than casting and reeling in,
sheepshead anglers typically fish directly



below their position. The fish has

a very quick bite that is difficult to
detect. Many beginning sheepshead
anglers hear the term “set the hook
before the fish bites” when talking
to more experienced sheepshead
specialists.

Sheepshead are often confused
with spadefish and black drum.

They are most commonly misiden-
tified as black drum, which also
have dark vertical bars and are
often caught in close proximity to
known sheepshead hotspots.

Some nicknames for sheepshead
include convict, convict fish, bait thief,
toothy bream, sheep bream, sea bream,
and saltwater bream.

Mississippi’s state record is 19 pounds,
10 ounces and was caught in 1966 by Roy
Groue, Jr.

Louisiana’s state record sheepshead has
stood since 1982 when Wayne J. Desselle
caught a 21.25-pound fish in waters near
New Orleans. Desselle’s catch is also the

current world record sheepshead.

The fish’s name is interesting for more
than just it’s uniqueness. It can be pro-
nounced and spelled as either sheeps-
head or sheephead. Both are acceptable
according to American English diction-
aries and fisheries manuals. =

Drawing courtesy SCONR

Brian Cope of Edisto Island, S.C, is a retired
Air Force combat communications technician.
He has a B.A. in English Literature from the
University of South Carolina and has been
writing about the outdoors since 2006. He's
spent half his life hunting and fishing. The rest,
he said, has been wasted.
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STICKS AND
STRINGS

Sammy Romano

LET ROGUE STRING
YOU ALONG

BOWSTRING MANUFACTURER ENTERS MARKET WITH QUALITY PRODUCT YOU'LL NEED

s summer sets in, many

hunters’ thoughts turn to

the upcoming early archery
easons.

While a lot of them daydream of cooler

fall days in the woods, very few begin to
practice this early. Whether you start
practicing or not, it’s time to check your
bow and bring it to your local pro shop
for any needed maintenance, especially
if you need to replace your string and
cables.

Your bow’s string set is the engine that

propels your arrows toward the target. It
is also often the weakest link; it fails first,
and this causes untold numbers of hunt-

ing trips to be missed or cut short.

Most manufacturers recommend
replacing your string set a minimum of
every two years with average use, while
people who shoot way more than aver-
age should replace theirs once a year.
Obviously, if a string or cable shows
extreme wear or nicks and frays, it
should be replaced immediately regard-
less of its age.

Modern compound bows contain a
massive amount of stored energy, even
when at rest. Not only can a string or
cable breaking cause damage to parts
of your bow, but it can also cause severe
injury to the archer. Don't push your
luck riding a damaged string, replace it
at once to avoid even costlier repairs or
worse.
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Your string and cable(s) serve a vital
role in the performance and accuracy of
your bow setup; this is no place to cut
corners. A little extra money spent up
front will lead to fewer tuning issues and
maintenance down the road. Higher-
quality strings and cables have tighter
servings that don't space, “creep” less
and have fewer peep-rotation issues than
bargain strings do. This better quality
is due to better construction processes,
as well as better materials. It's a lot like
cooking, where you need both technique
and quality ingredients to prepare an
outstanding meal.

Rogue’s howstrings are single color only to avoid
inconsistencies that often appear in the dyes in
multi-colored strings. BELOW: Strings and cables
are the first components on your bow you should
examine when preseason practice approaches.

ROGUE STRINGS:
A RISING STAR

For the past several years, we have been
installing primarily string sets by Rogue
Bowstrings in our pro shop. I have found
their quality to be outstanding, as well
as their customer service. Their exacting
attention to detail and how quickly they
fill orders sets them apart from other
manufacturers. Rogue offers string sets
in a rainbow of color options, and at
different price levels to accommodate
any archer’s budget. They are big enough
to produce top-quality and innovative



strings, yet small enough that they always treat you like family.

Joey Hershberger Rogue’s chief operating officer, said Rogue
got started in December 2016. Although it is a newer manufac-
turer, all of its employees came from within the string industry,
forming an all-star lineup. String and cables are built to order
and to exacting specifications, then quickly shipped to the
customer. Rogue offers string sets from its R-15 — a great entry
level string set — to its new R-21, its flagship.

R-21: THE NEXT
LEVEL OF STRINGS

Earlier this year, Rogue introduced its R-21 string, a propri-
etary blend of materials resulting from collaboration between
Rogue and BCY.

“We always wanted our own blend of materials, and through
an extensive, multi-level testing process partnered with BCY,
we feel we have found the perfect blend in R-21,” Hershberger
said. “Compared to 452X, for example, which tends to fuzz
more, increases hand shock and often slows the bow down 5 to
8 feet per second from factory specs;.

“R-21 is resistant to fuzzing, cushions the shot and maintains
factory speeds. Not only that, it has a much-higher tensile
strength in a thinner material, allowing the use of more strands
for added strength. Whereas 452X has a single strand tensile
strength of 100 pounds, R-21 boasts a tensile strength of 120

4’ x 4’ Box
Stands

Starting at

5250

We custom build:

e Open, Flip Up or Sliding Windows
¢ Legs, Ladder sand Platforms

e Shelving ¢ Carpet ¢ Insulation

We also offer:
¢ Feeder
e Specialty Feed Mixes

South Louisiana
225-220-1534

North Louisiana
318-557-7173

[E @ tigerbendoutdoors
Email: tigerbendoutdoors@gmail.com
|

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

pounds. This is further compounded by the fact the strings
often have as many as 28 strands. When this is factored in, the
R-21 string has a tensile strength that is 560 pounds stronger.
That’s a huge advantage whether hunting or target shooting”

R-21 is available in nine solid colors — black, red, blue, pink,
white, fluorescent green, fluorescent orange, silver, and tan —
and is offered as a single-color string only, to avoid inconsisten-
cies caused by varying thicknesses of dyes that would lead to
unbalanced strings, according to Hershberger.

If you are due to change your string set, I encourage you
to give R-21 some serious consideration. String sets can be
ordered from any pro shop that is a Rogue dealer, or by con-
tacting Rogue Bowstrings at 866-9-STRINGS or www.rogue-
bowstrings.com. =

Sammy Romano is a lifelong hunter who has
worked in the archery industry for more than
25 years. His expertise includes compounds and
crossbows. He can be reached at samboka31@
aol.com.
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Astro Tables is far more effective than “moon
tables,” because it takes into account critical
solar energies as well as lunar.

«The “Best Days” column is based on the
ever-changing positions of the sun and the
moon, rating each day on a scale of 0 to
100. The higher the number, the more solar/
lunar influence that day is experiencing (see
“Value” column or corresponding black bars).
« The two Primary periods (Moon Overhead
and Moon Underfoot) vary in length from
one hour to three-and-one-half hours,
depending on a number of important lunar
cycles, such as how close the moon is to the
earth that day and how high its orbit is. The
solar symbols alert you to when a Primary
period overlaps a major solar period (eg:
Dawn, High-Noon, and Dusk). The secondary
periods of Moonrise and Moonset last about
one hour each. .. 30 minutes before and
after the listed time. (See key at bottom of
each month for more detail.)

« Astro Tables is a quick-reference version
of its parent publication, the PrimeTimes
Wall Calendar, which is recommended

for those wishing more complete data on
the best days and times to go fishing and
hunting for the entire year (see “Available
Products” below).

- PrimeTimes’ forecasts are based on
solar/lunar research at a leading college of
astrophysics and our own research pond/
wildlife area. Annual data is supplied by

the U.S. Naval Observatory. All times are
adjusted to the center of your time zone and
for Daylight Saving Time.

AVAILABLE PRODUCTS:

The 2019 PrimeTimes Wall Calendar.
$13.95 (plus $4 s&h). Know the best days,
best times, and their relative strengths for
all of 2019 with this information-packed,
full-color, 11-inch by 17-inch, graphic peaks

-and-valleys forecaster. Includes rise and

set times for the sun and moon, space to

log your catches, “Timely Tips,” plus fish and
game symbols showing you each month’s
don’t-miss periods. Also includes exclusive
summary charts revealing the best and
worst days of 2019, the year’s best periods, a
look ahead at 2020, and more. Comes with
FREE 2019 Astro Tables pocket calendar,
which sells separately for $8.95, plus $3 s&h.
Book: “How to Know When to Go” by
Rick Taylor. $14.95 (plus $4 s&h). 100
pages, 43 illustrations. A comprehensive
look at the main factors influencing fish and
game activity periods, plus how to devise
an effective when-to-go game plan using
any year’s PrimeTimes calendars. Individual
assessments of bass, panfish, deer, turkey,
and more.

2019 Ultimate PrimeTimes software
for PCs. $29.95 (plus $3 s&h, or no s&h if
downloaded from web). The world’s best
forecaster allows you to fine-tune the peak
times to your exact location, quarry, and
even weather. Too many features to list here,
including making your own App. For more
details, please call us or visit our web site
(see below).

SPECIAL PACKAGE OFFERS:

#1: Wall Calendar, Astro Tables and “How
to Know...” book.... $19.95 (plus $5 s&h).
#2: Same as #1, plus Software...$47.95
(plus $6 s&h).

#3: Same as #2, minus book...$38.95
(plus $5 s&h).

Send to: PrimeTimes 2019 - Dept. LS
2487 NW 75th Ave., Ste. 100 - Ankeny, IA
50023

For credit/debit card orders, call
515-964-5516, or go online to
primetimes2.com and click Catalog.

For more information and samples of PrimeTimes products,
visit our web site: www.primetimes2.com

BEST DAYS

LUNAR PERIODS
TIMES OCCURRING AT NIGHT ARE SHADED (Il

PRIMARY
MOON OVERHEAD

10:31 am - 1:57 pm

PRIMARY
MOON UNDERFOOT

10:56 pm - 2:22 am

MOON
SET

11:28 am - 2:58 pm L

J8:38 pm [[11:53 pm - Midnight

am J[ 12:32 pm - 3:58 pm N 9:35 pm [ Midnight - 3:23 am
(7:58 am J{ 1:35 pm - 4:55 pm N 10:26 pml( 12:57 am - 4:23 am
(9:08am [ 2:41 pm - 5:47 pm Ni1i:12pm{ 2:00 am - 5:20 am

255075
AVERAGE

For more, visit
primetimes2.com

@

(10:19am}{ 3:43 pm - 6:35 pm N11:51pm){ 3:06 am - 6:12 am O}
(1127 am)[ 4:46 pm - 7:18 pm | 4:08 am - 7:00 am_#% ) )
[12:35 pmf{ 5:44 pm - 8:00 pm Ni2:28 amf{ 5:11 am - 7:43 am #% ) )
[1:40pm [ 6:44 pm -8:40 pm & N 1:02am [ 6:09 am - 8:25 am &% ) HALF )
[2:45pm [ 7:42 pm - 9:20 pm & N 1:36am [ 7:09 am - 9:05 am #% ) (© )
(3:48pm [ 8:37 pm - 10:03 pm W o210am [ 8:07 am - 9:45 am ) (© )
(451 pm [ 9:35 pm - 10:47 pm W 2:47 am [ 9:02 am - 10:28 am O
(551 pm 10:31 pm - 11:33 pm___ i 3:26 am J{10:00 am - 11:12 am
(6:49 pm J[11:25 pm - 12:23am __ J] 4:10 am J[10:56 am - 11:58 am 5%(0 )
[7:43pm [12:17 am - Midnight W 4:58 am J{11:50 am - 12:48 pm (O _tow )
(8:32 pm J{ Midnight - 1:15 am N 5:49 am J[ 12:42 pm - 1:40 pm )(O FuL )
9:15pm J[ 1:06 am - 2:08 am MNe:aaam [ 1:31 pm-2:33 pm £ ) O )
9:53pm J[ 1:52 am - 3:00 am N 7:40am [ 2:17 pm - 3:25 pm 1O )
(1027 pm)[ 2:34 am - 3:50 am N s3sam [ 2:50 pm-4:15pm ) (O )
(1058 pmf{_3:13 am - 4:41 am N o:31am J{ 3:38 pm - 5:06 pm ) (O Apogee )
(11:27 pm][ 3:48 am - 5:30 am Ji0:26 am][ 4:13 pm - 5:55 pm ) @ )
[11:56 pm )l 4:22 am - 6:20 am N11:21 am)[ 4:47 pm - 6:45 pm ) )
( 4:56 am - 7:08 am #% N12:16 pm}{ 5:21 pm - 7:33 pm ) )
1224 amf{ 5:29 am - 7:59 am #% N1:12pm [ 5:54 pm - 8:24 pm ) HALF )
12:54 aml 6:05 am - 8:51 am % N2:10 pm [ 6:30 pm - 9:16 pm O ) )
1:26am )| 6:44 am - 9:44 am &% N 3:09 pm J[ 7:09 pm - 10:09 pm & ) (@ )
[2:02am [ 7:28 am - 10:40 am N 4:12pm [ 7:53 pm - 11:05 pm @
[2:44am J[ 8:16 am - 11:38 am N515om [ 8:41 pm-12:03am ) (@ )
(334am [ 9:10am - 12:40 pm _ N6:19pm { 9:35 pm - 1:05 am )@ )
[4:32am ][ 10:11 am - 1:41 pm N 7:19 pm J{ 10:36 pm - 2:06 am @ HicH

11:17 am - 2:39 pm

ANY LUNAR PERIOD 1S ENHANCED WHEN IT OVERLAPS A KEY SOLAR PERIOD.
THE BEST OF THESE OVERLAPS ARE DESIGNATED BY THE SUN SYMBOLS:

@ = DAWN

HIGH NOON @ = DUSK

WHILE THE LESSER MOONRISE AND -SET OVERLAPS (ABOUT 30 MIN BEFORE
AND AFTER THE LISTED TIME) ARE DESIGNATED BY

YAMAHA
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Mean Tide Rising Tide Falling

Low Fastest & Testest
‘Water .

g T

i |
L3 6 9 N 3 6 9 3 6 9N3 689

i T

oo T G 1S NOT MOVING A TR P )
East Point, Grand Isle HIGH LOW
BaratariaPass....................... +1:00....-0:10
Bastian Island. . . .. 4+0:41... 40:12
Bay Gardene........................ +2:51 .. +2:44
Bayou BonFouca..................... +9:59.. +10:11
Breton Islands. . . .. +0:54.. . .40:48
QaillouBoca ...............coona +0:40....+0:48
CaminadaPass...................... +0:20....+0:12
ChandeleurLight .................... +0:37....+0:34
ChefPass........ocovvveeiiiiiinnns +5:17....4+5:07
Cocodrie. ..... L1220 4133
Comfortlsland ...................... +1:34....40:54
DelacroixIsland ..................... +3:42....43:31
EmpireJetty ... -1:03.... -1:45
FourBayouPass..................... +2:18....40:17
Gardnerlsland ...................... +0:40....+0:47
GrandPass...............ooeiiiiinn +1:48....+1:16
Head of Passes ............covvvvne -0:48....+0:00
Hopedale........... L4756
Independencelsland................. +2:29....+1:59
JackBay.......oooiii +1:59....+1:28
JosephBayou ...........oovvvvvnnnn -0:36.... -1:37
Lafitte ..o +1:45... +2:51
Long Point, Lake Borgne.............. +2:28....4+2:11
ManilaVillage....................... R E]
Michoud Substation.................. 502
New Canal (Bucktown) . .. +10:49
NorthPass..........ccoovvvvvnenn... ....-0:37
Paris Road Bridge.................... ... 45:58
Pelicanlslands ...................... ..1+2:26
PointealaHache.................... ... +3:01
Port Eads. .. .o-137
RaccoonPoint........................ ... -0:20
ShellBeach.................oovit o425
Ship Shoal Light . ...-1:50
South Pass, Miss.R................... -1:13....-1:20
Southwest Pass, Miss.R............... -0:38....-1:33
Tchefuncte River.................... +10:23.. +11:01
Timbalierlsland ..................... +0:19....40:23
Wine Island ... +1:02
Calcasieu Pass, Lighthouse Wharf HIGH LOW
CoteBlanchelsland .................. ... +3:40
Eugenelsland....................... ... -0:39
Lighthouse Point .................... .o -0:53
Mermentau River ent. . ... 4+0:25
PointAuFer..........cooooiiiiiiil ...-1:02
Point Chevreul ...................... ...+0:30
Rabbit Island. . ... . ...-0:36
Shelllsland ......................... ... +0:45
SouthPoint................cooeiits ...-0:33
Southwest Pass, Vermillion Bay ... ..... +1:42....40:51
WeeksBay...........coovevniinnnt. +3:58....4+3:56
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* IT’S NOT THE ENGINE, IT’S THE FUEL!
WWW.STARTRON.COM

Fish feed most actively when the tide is moving. Louisiana Sportsman has
made it simple to spot the most-active feeding periods each day in the Tide
Guide. Just fish those times indicated in black. To find the best time to fish your
favorite honeyhole, find the spot under Tide Corrections that is closest to the
area, and add or subtract the time from the corresponding daily prediction.
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LAND FOR SALE

« 223 Acres in Jefferson County, MS - this beautiful wooded tract lies in the
Lorman area and has frontage on Jessamine Ridge Rd. The terrain is rolling
hills and hollows and the timber is mixed ages of pine and hardwood. There’s
apond on the north side of the property next to the camp site. Asking price
is $3,000/acre.

1030 Acres +/- Jefferson Co. This tract lies in South Central Jefferson
County and has frontage on Hwy 33 and McNair Road. The property can be
split into two tracts approximately (700+/-) at $2650/acre, and (330+/-) at
$2500/acre with the final acreage to be determined by a licensed surveyor.
The terrain in this area is very gentle rolling hills to flat land and the timber
consist of mainly mature pine and hardwood. There is approximately 50 acres
of pasture land on the south side of the property as well as numerous food
plots, campsites, and a nice pond. The deer and turkey hunting in this area is
excellent. List Price $2600/acre for the entire property.

+416.5 acres in Jefferson County, MS - this beautiful property is located in
the Red Lick area and has frontage on MS-552. The terrain varies from level
to rolling hills and hollows and timber is mostly hardwood. There’s a 4-5 acre
lake by the small country house which is currently being used as a camp.
Asking price is $2,900/acre.

« 17 Acres in Jefferson County, MS - this tract is set up and ready to go! It
lies in the Rodney area and offers a 600 sq ft cabin that is surrounded by huge
pecan trees and has frontage on Rodney Rd. This land is also set up with two
plots and box stands. Asking price is $94,500!

Call Daniel Case @ 601-597-0060
Todd Case @ 601-408-5621
Ryan Marchbanks 601-660-4550
Jason Bush 601-850-7777

NATCHEZ, MS www.caselandco.com
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These regulations are unofficial. For official regulations,
always check the Department of Wildlife & Fisheries pamphlet
and/or the federal pamphlet. www.wilf.louisiana.gov

SALTWATER

STATE REGULATIONS (0-10.357 miles”)

FISH Species Minimum Length Bag Limit(per person)

Greater Amberjack*~ 34"FL 1/day*
Lesser Amberjack, Banded Rudderfish* 14-22"FL 5/day (aggregate)
Yellowfin Tuna 27" CFL 3/day
Bluefin Tuna 73" CFL 1 per vessel per year*
Bigeye Tuna 27" CFL None
Blue Marlin 99" LJFL None
White Marlin 66" LJFL None
Sailfish 63" LJFL None
Swordfish* 29" CL or 33 Ibs. DW 5 per vessel per trip
Cobia (ling or lemon fish) 33"FL 2/day
Drum, Black 16" TL 5/day#
Drum, Red (redfish) 16" TL 5/day#
Flounder, Southern None 10/day
Groupers* Gag/ & Black” 24"TL
ScampA 16"TL
Nassau & Goliath UNLAWFUL TO POSSESS 4/day (aggregate)*
YellowfinA 20"TL
RedA 20"TL 2 of 4 grouper total
Atlantic Sharpnose & Bonnethead shark@ None 1/day
Other sharks (except prohibited species)@ 54" FL 1/day/vessel/aggregate
King Mackerel* 24" FL 3/day
Spanish Mackerel* 12"FL 15/day
Striped mullet None 100 pounds/day
Black seabass None None
Hogfish 14"FL 5/day
Seatrout, Spotted (Speckled Trout) 12" TL* 25/day*
Red Snapper* 16" TL 2/day*
Other Snapper 5 mutton in 10
Mutton Snapper 18"TL snapper aggregate
Cubera, Yellowtail, Gray (mangrove) 12"TL 10in
Queen, Blackfin, Silk, Wenchman None aggregate*®
Vermilion Snapper 10"TL
Schoolmaster, Dog, Mahogany None None
Gray Triggerfish” 15"FL 1/day in aggregate
Lane Snapper 8"TL
Almaco Jack, Goldface Tilefish, 20/person/day
& Blueline Tilefish None in aggregate*
Blackline Tilefish, Anchor Tilefish None
Tripletail 18"TL 5/day

CFL = curved fork length LJFL = lower jaw fork length CL = carcass length
DW = dressed weight LJTF = lower jaw to tail fork FL = fork length

FISH Species Minimum Size Limit Bag Limit (per person)

Crappie None 50/day*
Buffalo Fish 16"TL 25/day
Freshwater Drum (Gaspergou) 12"TL 25/day
Channel Catfish 11"TL* FEE

Blue Catfish 12"TL* HEE

Bowfin 16"TL None
Flathead Catfish 14"TL* Hrx
Crawfish None 150 Ibs./day
Paddlefish 30" max LJFL 2%

Shad None 50 Ibs./day
Black Bass (largemouth & spotted) None* 10/day*
Striped Bass

or Hybrid Striped Bass ** 5/day*
Sturgeon UNLAWFUL TO POSSESS

White Bass None 50/day*
Yellow Bass None 50/day*

* see exceptions in pamphlet. ** no more than two may exceed 30 inches.

*** catfish limit is 100 in aggregate; however, 25 fish in aggregate may be undersized.

# only one fish may exceed 27 inches. @Shark season is closed between April 1 and June 30.

A Closed season for gag grouper Jan. 1 - May 31. Closed season for black, red, yellowfin,
yellowmouth & scamp grouper from Feb. 1 - March 31. ~ Greater amberjack season is open Aug.
1-0Oct. 31. “ Closed season on gray triggerfish May 11, 2019 - March 1, 2020.



Brought to you by

SPORTSMAN

L O U ANASPORTSMAN.COM/SPORTSMA

Don't miss

I This Month On SPORTSMAN TV
s Po RT SMAN Tv. This month of Louisiana Sportsman TV will

The NEW Louisiana Sportsman TV features experts of their fields to bring you the most exciting feu'Ture some incredible duck hunhng. (]CTIOI],.
and informative hunting and fishing video content out there. This month on Louisiana Sportsman recipes you cpn C00k_UT.CUmP, Cup’roln Charlie
TV, Greg Hackney will be showing you some tips and tricks for bass, Capt. Charlie Thomason will Thomason'’s inshore fIShlng TIpS, and Greg

be highlighting inshore techniques, Hampton Rutland will take you along on his duck hunting
adventures and much more! Tune in every week on Cox Sports Television Thursdays at 6:30pm,
Saturdays at 8:30am, and Sundays at 9am. Also subscribe to our Youtube Channel youtube.com/
sportsmantv to see our video segments posted to the web.

Hackney’s how-to’s for bass fishing.

Cox Sports Television Thursdays - 6:30 pm, Saturdays - 8:30 am, Sundays - 9:00 am 3 Ig”u:;i:‘aﬁgg pag)'{tesril‘i(;dlf )é(;u nr1n/ E;egr(;r; Ll
SPORTSMAN TV SPONSORS
9&”}@ (Eal’fj;:‘é’ S{HT;I‘; Aﬁti}rcé g‘b First South

Farm Credit
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RED SNAPPER

Breaux
Send us your photos, and you may appear on the
pages of the most widely read outdoor magazine
in the Bayou State. Send clean, sharp shots of you
with your fish, deer, ducks, rabbits, squirrels, etc. to
images@LouisianaSportsman.com

Digital images must be at least 200KB and in jpeg
format.

ABOVE: This red snapper
was caught June 1 by Bert Jasper I.aSa“e
Breaux of Lafayette out

of Cocodrie, fishing with
menhaden down 150 feet.

LEFT: Cheyenne McLain with

. ared snapper caught out
Cheyenné McLain of Port Fourchon over the
opening weekend.

Jasper LaSalle, 17, landed this 18-pound red snapper using pogie chunks
between 150 to 200 feet on June 2, 2019. He was fishing from a 22-foot Triton
center console out of Venice.

Courtney Forvendel

Wyatt & Mia

Courtney Forvendel with a snapper caught at the Midnight Lumps on June 1 using squid and Wyatt Pearson and Mia Ahles with some snapper caught during the opening weekend in Grand
pogeys. Isle.
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(Left to right) Kelly Delahoussaye, Webster Terrebonne, Maddi Terrebonne, Amelia Terrebonne, Julian Terrebonne and Delina
Harrison-Terrebonne were rig fishing out of Pass a Loutre where they caught a limit of red snapper and and amberjack. Tara LathI‘OP

Tara Lathrop lifts up a big red snapper she caught while fishing
out of Grand Isle.

Lawrence
Plaisance

Annie McRdam

Kendall Reed Lawrence Plaisance with a red snapper caught while fishing
out of Port Fourchon aboard the “Gon Pacon.”

Annie McAdam poses with her first red snapper. Kendall Reed with a snapper she caught out of Pecan Island.

LEFT:

Bill White of
Dallas, Tex.,
holdsupa
13-pound
snapper.

RIGHT:

Katie McAdam
from River Ridge Katie McAdam
caught this red
snapper while
fishing out of
m Venice. She was
using frozen
pogie onacircle

hook.
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Brian & Peyton Brian and
Peyton Hawkes

enjoyed catch-
ing their limits
of redfish on

Lake Calcasieu.

Hawkes

Christian

Lamarque

Shelby Crowder
shot this
170-pound buck,
with an 11%-inch
inside spread,

on Dec.2,2017,
atTensas River
National Wildlife
Refuge.

Shelby Crowder

Christian Lamarque of Frisco, Tex., caught this 10-pound red in Little Lake out
of Lafitte while fishing with his dad and grandfather.

3663 PONTCHARTRAIN DR. » SLIDELL, LA 70458 @/\
985-643-6668 sy

1306 S. HAUGH AVE, STE. A « PICAYUNE, MS 39466 WWW. cvp resscove.n et

601-798-4700

f “Like" us on Facehook
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Lueiler

Luke Miller of Central caught 5 fish for 10.11 pounds out of
Bayou Black and was the winner of the 11-14 age group in
the Jr. Southwest Bassmasters April tournament.

Avery Loper

Avery Loper took his first deer on Dec. 6 in Fayette, Miss., just 5
weeks after having brain surgery to remove a tumor.

Rhett Cornett

Rhett Cornett caught this 9.6-pound bass in Toledo Bend using
awhite trick worm.

No
Limit
Doves
DOWN EAST
GUIDE SERVICE
1907 Paulette Rd.

Morehead City, NC 28557

info@downeastguideservice.com
ww.downeastguideservice.com

252-671-3474

*With 4 adult full fare hunts

www.LouisianaSportsman.com
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SCRAPEOOK

Kaylyn Thornton

Ten-year-old Reece Hoyt of Lafayette traveled up to Plain
Dealing to nail his first doe.

ica Landry

Veronica Landry took this beautiful turkey on her first solo
turkey hunt in St. Tammany Parish on April 7, 2019. It weighed
16.68-pounds, had a 10-inch beard and its two spurs mea-
sured 1-inch and 7-inch.

Leslie Pitre caught her first tagged redfish in
Kaylyn Thornton of Lafayette poses with a mess of teal on her Joe's Cove in Hackberry.
first duck hunt.

Double Side Pit Blind — MIKE GERALD,S #1 5
TRAILER DEPOT
ww | B OVER 25 ACRES OF TRAILERS IN STOCK!

WW%
L gE
Blinds
o Aluminum & Steel Pit Blind
o Jvailable in 3, 4, 5, 7, & 8 man hlinds

‘ H o Entry - 5x10-15 1516-13
|-I‘|a Is heck Out Utility Trailer
our Video on = =
: , “Quink b E==—=McClain
liRaci§Boat Boat M | rhiens.

“BUILT FOR THE LONG HAUL”

w/spare “

e Boat * Cargo * Utility « GN » Custom Built Trailers

OPEN! Florida Blvd.

FULLY
OPERATIONAL Baton Rouge, LA

ooy 2295-275-0000
Baton Rouge, LA Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30

M-F 7:30 - 4:30
N Sunday we go to church, we pray your boats float! Sat 8'2 L4 Sun-closed
3712 Hwy. 10 » Washington, LA 70589

337-826-WELD (8353) » 337-945-0226
www.quirkswelding.com www.mikegeraldstrailerdepot.com

o ok o o o o ok ok ok sk b ok ok ok o o ok ok ok ok ok ok ok b Ot O ok ok ok b b ok ok ok O O o ok ok b ok ok ok Ok O O ok ok ok ok ok ok ok Ok Ok O o ok ok b b b
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Connor Dunn with a bull black drum caught fishing out of the
Hopedale Marina with his dad, Colin, and uncle, Heath Martin,
onJan.5.

—r——

SOUTHERN s

POWER & EQUIPMENT, LLC

Meet the Pack.

Authorized Kioti dealer/
large selection from
22-110HP

MUD BOAT T}
POWER HP
© 50 AMP ALTERNATOR ENE\,

© STAINLESS STEEL EXHAUST Available
* DIGITALIGNITION COIL

© ZFTRANSMISSION WITH 1.5: 1 RATIO

Vanguard 40HP EFI MARINE Engine
w/ZF 15 M Transmission

Vanguard 35HP MARINE Engine Also
Available

Karen Bazor

Karen Bazor caught this 16 %2-inch, 3-pound crappie while
fishing with her daddy and mom off the Pearl River near
Bogalusa.

Tt
SHOULDN'T

INDUSTRIAL

& MARINE

*COMPACTUNITS *FUELEFFICIENT

*LIGHTWEIGHT  «QUIET

NORTHERN LIGHTS

802 Hwy 182
Houma, LA

5-851-1242

spehouma.com
email: Sales@spehouma.com

Authorized

(13| 3:7:V (0] : {3 0] :§ Marine Generator:

5KW - 20KW IN STOCK

Micah &
Caleb Magee

Micah (left) and Caleb Magee caught these reds fishing in
Grand Isle with Pa Pa Ray in July of 2018.

| orew smith

Drew Smith,9, poses with his first deer taken at Fort Polk WMA
with the help of his dad, Dustin Smith.

NORTHERN LIGHTS

LS Tractor
Dealer

JOHN DEERE

[ ]
[ ]

www.LouisianaSportsman.com
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SCRAPEOOK

Joseph
Digiovanni

Joseph Digiovanni used a chrome/blue Rat-L-Trap to catch this 8-pound bass

from a pond in Loranger.

Aiden & Allie Gern

Axis Doe

Hunts Available

MS Exotic
Hunting Ranch

Mississippi’s Finest Exotic Trophy Hunting

Why travel all over
the world to hunt
Trophy Exotic’s when

Liberty, Mississippi??

We have a unique array of
exotic big game animals
available to hunt: Fallow
Deer, Nyala, Waterbuck,
Pere’ David, Axis, Zebra,
ZeDonk, Gemsbok, Black
Buck, and Moufolan Sheep
just to name a few!

2423 S. Greenburg Road * Liberty, MS * 337-380-6019
www.huntexotic.com

ard

Andrew Boleyn

killed a fallow
Andrew B°|ey“ button buck in

Bronte, Tex., on
Dec. 10.

Aiden Gernard
shot a monster
8-point that
scored 14, and
Allie Gernard shot
a7-pointona
family hunting trip
in Mississippi. They
are photographed
here with their
parents, Ryan and
Kristy.

ars
15+ ¥e
Expet"

» Located 1 hour from New Orleans
«The best in British/Irish Labradors available

»The best customer service

« Excellent pedigrees, Spectacular Health Clearances,
Second-to-none Health Guarantees

« True full service kennel: Puppies, Started Puppies,
Started Dogs, Imported Finished Dogs, Started
Blood Trailing Labradors, Monthly Training,
Boarding (large dogs)

« Well rounded, obedient dogs who make excellent
companions and hunting partners

= Trained without the aid of e-collars

« Started dog payment program available

WWW.ACESRETRIEVERS.COM Sz

Call (228) 493-7474
email us @ acesretrievers@gmail.com
Facebook - Team Ace’s Retrievers
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Justin, Alton &

Nicolas Ryan

Justin Martin, 17, (left), Alton Martin Jr, 84, and Nicolas Ryan Bell, 21, with dogs, Dixie Lee and Martin’s Southern
Belle, had a pretty great squirrel hunt in Rapides Parish.

Alaina C. Currie

was 11 when

she killed her

first Texas

buck thanks to

Trinity Outdoors

Disabled

Adventures and

many sponsors Emma BquEt

that provided

. the huntofa
Alaina C. Currie lifetime.

Emma Boquet, 11, had an awesome trip in the Bayou Black area fishing for
bass, perch and goggle-eyes.

Kayliegh and
Joanne Mehrtens
caught these nice
reds on a fishing
trip to Delacroix.
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Chris Blackwell

Thomas Robinson

Thomas Robinson of Hoover, Ala., was fishing out of King's
Camp in Empire when he hooked his first speckled trout, first

Chris Blackwell with sac-a-lait caught in St. James Parish Tessa Oliver, 9, killed her first deer, a nice 8-point, on family redfish, first“hardhead” and first bull red. Thomas was fishing
in early February. property in Texas this past Thanksgiving. with his pawpaw, Tony Robinson.
e — \

@C" ol D GOT PHOTOS?

WE WANT'EM

Send us your photos, and you may appear
on the pages of the most widely read
outdoor magazine in the Bayou State. Send
clean, sharp shots of you with your fish,
deer, ducks, rabbits, squirrels, etc. to
images@LouisianaSportsman.com

© Boat Covers e Bimini Tops ¢ Full Enclosures
e Bow & Cockpit Covers e Marine Upholstery & Repair
e On Site Marine Work * Guaranteed Workmanship

roud Distributor
',:f Eagle Carports

Digital images must be at least 200KB and
in jpeg format.

Custom LOUISIANA’S
Pool Covers CUSTOM
CANVAS

LEADER

13140 H, Rd » BR, LA 70818
22 5 - 1'405 7 www?ggfgrsun.limited.net
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Hunter’s Paradise

Over 6000 acres of pristine
hunting land in Redwood,

Mississippi awaits your hunting « $8500 membership

prowess. With well-maintained  Deer, Ducks, Turkey, Hogs, Doves,

trails and infrastructure, Predator hunts Bobcat, and Coyote
this is the ideal place « 70 Deer Stands
for your hunting and fishing. « 15 Duck Blinds

For more info call (985) 630-9686 Or visit www.camprackandquack.com
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FIELD NOTES

TRY
YOUR
L“CK o000

AF I E R DARK By Phillip Gentry

WAITING UNTIL THE SUN GOES DOVVN PROVIDES MORE SUMMER FISHING OPPORTUNITIES

light hours less than hospitable to the serious angler,
many turn nocturnal in pursuit of crappie, stripers, catfish
and other fish that readily bite after hours. Many also view night- Whether or not you intend to use lights to attract fish to your
fishing as a traditional summer pasttime, spending the night on bait, having proper lighting is critical to night-fishing success.
the water with friends and family sharing time between bites. Being able to see to navigate, prepare rigs, unhook fish and fix
How you go about night fishing can spell the difference the inevitable mishap that arises will require the ability to see.
between a successful outing and just losing sleep. Keep these If using batter-operated lights, make sure they are fresh and
five steps in mind to help insure your success. charged. Some anglers rely on portable generators, which may
be noisy but insure you don't lack for lighting power.
When possible, rig rods during the daylight and carry spares.

As summer heat and recreational boat traffic make day- I LIGHTI NG
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TACKLE

In the event of a malfunction,
it's easier to swap a rod than fix
a problem. Rod holders make
it much simpler to stay orga-
nized and keep lines spaced
apart when fishing with mul-
tiple rods. Keep repeated-use
items like hooks, weights, nets
and pliers within easy reach so
you can find them in the dark.

ORGANIZE

Most night-fishing occurs
from a stationary position.
Arrange anglers'things so
each has space to move, be
comfortable and tend to rods
without having to step over
or around obstructions. Clear
pathways so each angler can
freely move about the boat
without tripping over items.

ANCHORING

Whether using an anchor or
tying off to fixed objects like
trees or bridge pilings, make
sure your anchor points are
secure. Keep anchor lines clear
in the event that weather,
conditions or simply moving
to another spot makes it nec-
essary to move.

LOCATION

Regardless of your quarry,
fishing at night typically
involves intercepting fish as
they move from deep water to
shallow in search of food. Tar-
get areas that provide a variety
of depths in close proximity.
Other considerations to keep
in mind are structure, current,
thermoclines and the pres-
ence of baitfish.

www.LouisianaSportsman.com

WLILL D)

RUNNER

Sportsman 267

© Length: 26 feet 7 inches ® Simrad 12" GPS
 Beam: 9 feet 2inches  © VHF Radio
© Fuel: 94 gallons © Bluetooth Stereo

& YAMAHA

1308 Canal Blvd.
Thibodaux, LA 70301
985-447-4156

Top It Ort!

SPORTSMANGear.com
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Guides &
Classifieds

Display Ads

1/32 Page. $75/mn
1/16 Page ..$107/mn

(vertical or horizontal)

1/8 Page $155/mn

(vertical or horizontal)

To place a classified display ad
Call 1-800-538-4355
Mon-Thurs 8-5 « Fri 8-3

TROLLING MOTORS

N
I)utreneQ s

GUIDE SERVICE, INC
Specializing in Redfish & Speckled Trout

Fishing Delacroix
Chad Dufrene

dufrenesguideservice@yahoo.com

Cell: (985)-637-6357

Guaranteed Fish!

Experience Louisiana’s
Most Professional
Guide Service

o Light Tackle

 Fly Fishing

 Redfish

504-278 F|SH * Speckled Trout

www.CaptainCharlie.com

Custom Installation
& Rigging

NEW & USED SALES
& REPAIRS
e Batteries e Yamaha e Power-Pole
¢ Chargers e Fishing Tackle e LowRance
e Minkotta e Steering e Mercury
e Talon e Jack Plates e Maps &

© Hummingbird Map Cards
2221 N. Airway e Baton Rouge, LA 70815

¢ Motorguide

TRAILERS

H&M Fishing Charters
(985)258-3632 * handm @grand-isle.com

5 Boats Available. Fishing inland and coastal waters only.
Specializing in trout and redfish.

Gr
d Isje

nes

Claude’s Trailers and Sales

Since 1963 Claude’s has been taking care
of the trailer needs of Acadiana.

Whether you need a new Boat, Utility

or Gooseneck trailer of just have a problem
with your current trailer, Claude’s can solve
your problem.

No matter where you bought your
trailer, no matter what brand,
Claude’s services them all.

We are one of a few service facilities
that can build custom axles

INLAND & COASTAL
SPECKLED TROUT, REDFISH,
BULL REDS & MORE

FISH CLEANING AVAILABLE.
OFFSHORE RIG FISHING
SNAPPER, COBIA,
MANGROVE SNAPPER,

& MORE

FUEL, GEAR & BAIT PROVIDED
USCG LICENSED.

GRAND ISLE, LA

EISHINGIGHARTERS

HOME: 985-787-3529 e CELL: 504-382-5286

CAPTAIN MARK SCARDINO www.grand-isle.com/hardtimes

67 acres, 3000 ft. on National Forest
next to Red Creek Hunting Reserve.
2hd, 1 1/2 bath house, barn,

catfish pond, generator room,

RV Cover, lots of deer, turkey.
Includes tractor & bulldozer.
$290,000 will owner finance

with 1/3 down

Ron Harris ¢ 985-640-6405

bR

fishing the Golden Meadow,
Grand Isle & Fourchon Area

TRIPS OUTINGS, FULLY SUPPLIED

CATCH CLEANED, & PACKED Louisiana &

Goast Guard

Specializing in Licensed
Redfish & Speckled Trout QL
ACCOMMODATIONS AVAILABLE

ST 985-832-5848
e-mail: boodro@viscom.net
www.rippinlipguideservice.com

BROCHURES AVAILABLE!

Peel & Stick

SPORTSMANGear.com
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Waterfront property,
overlooking Tennesse Bay

Sleeps: 6
Bedrooms: 2
Bathrooms: 1

Min. Stay: 2 nights
$150/night

Call Danny Manuel
318-332-5229

Toledo)Bend

.Fisl.ting Ch.arter.lncludes 6400 Hwy 14
Yl o s . o T s e LA New Iberia, La.70560  337-367-1141
REAL ESTATE :
@W@] FﬁU[ID HUNTING PROPERTY
8 c‘b 1943 E Wire Rd, Wiggins, MS




............................................. MISCELLANEQUS - eoeveenneiniiiniiiiicnnes o HUNTING  oeeerereeee
S&D Whitetails hunting over 4500 acres

oge
in Central Texas. 99% Success. 20 years c Iass" Ieds

in business. No Fancy Gates or Lodge,

°
Just Big Deer. Base price of $2,950 buck
a I l le Or I I er up to 140, we have deer 200+. www.sd-

whitetails.com 325-642-7596

q To place a classified ad
Attorney at Law / Notary Public
Y = ALABAMA-MARENGO ~ COUNTY Call 1-800-538-4355
HUNTING PARADISE 2,500 Acres in Mon-Thurs 8-5 « Fri 8-3
. . one block located on the Tombigbee
¢ Traﬁlc Tlckets ¢ Leases River. Seeking 3 family memberships,
PY WI||S ° Notarv max 5 members in the club. No turkey

rights, Plenty of deer and hogs. Good
fishing! Large shooting houses on 25

large green fields, oxbow lake, and fur- 0N|.Y 4 LOTS |.E|'T, 339,500
1132 Derbigny St. Phone: 504-952-6496 nished camphouse. $10,000 Member-

Gretna, LA 70053 Email: Danieljdorner@gmail.com ship per year. For more information call
or email Stace Ledkins: 334-636-9936,
sledkins @ gmail.com 334-636-9936 2H-

103/W
.............. BOAT FOR SALE s -eereeeeeee. BOAT FOR SALE ----vvve-o-
LAKEFRONT PROPERTY. 2 story,
2BR, 2 bath house with 1,500 sq. ft. CAMPERS-MOTORHOMES OK ok
living area and 85’ x 12’ deck overlook- near Falgoust Canal Marina fronting
ing White Oak Lake, 15 mi. from Cam- on Lower Bayou Dularge, south of
den, Arkansas. House is pre-furnished Houma 4ft plus elevation inside an
and surrounded by 23,000 ac. Poison eXI'o;tlng &h:‘JIm(zjanetﬂ)o?d?:te |%\;ele
N system ood gate) In the middle
g%lg%%végﬁ;ﬂli::n;t%i%r_‘ ;ggfﬁérws' of the best saltwater fishing in Ter
T : rebonne Parish close to fresh water
bash fishing, Driveways in place!!!!
LAFITTE BARATARIA WATERFRONT Call for details. Robert Hale Real
RETREAT for family, fisherman or just Estate (985)804-7525 or go to
HQUSEBOAT FOR SALE 57 x 12 2015 190 PRO TEAM BASS a get away!! 3 bed lighted large deck Roberthalerealestate.com for pho-
diosolwits 135 K0 Gon 1971 Garr | | PROXS mmculale w/ legs than |  CVerooKing water, great fising. Bass, | 109, Maps and resirictons. 985 804-
Cratt. (985)804-7234 985-804-7234 50 hours; Serviced & Garage kept, [  Perch. catfish —and crab, bring crab 525 3RE-103
1BS-101/P Bimini Top; Radio; New LED trailer |  nets!!! Charters & Swamp Tours avaial-
|ightS; $17’900 (432)813-9544 985- ble nearby!! www.manateehavens.com  «eecececeeeeees CAMPER ................ .
804-6640 1BS-102/P email manatee @manateehavens.com
1 305-360-5835 3RE-101/W

LAND FOR SALE 320 Acres of Excel-
lent Rice Land Duck, Goose & Speckle
Belly Hunting! North of 335 & East of
Williams Rd. $5,000/acres (337)652-
0374 337-652-0374 1RE-102/W

FOR SALE BY OWNER excellent
............... I-ODGI“G FETTTTTPTT PPN Shape, well maintained . super slide.

N Ki lumi
HAPPY JACK CABIN RENTAL Great frgn‘f:ts,’\lgals%o F')T)? f:?:sa ;g'},“ona

Fishing Lodge on the water with launch. Call Jerry 504-421-2219 3C-101/P
Can Sleep 10 visit: www.LaCabins.
com for booking & availability or call/text

Weare IOOking for drivers to deliver the 504-628-7577 504-628-7577 12L-101/W
Louisiana SPORTSMAN Magazine.

If You Love to fish, Hunt and Meet People You Qualify! P ‘ & S . k

Circulation experience helpful but not necessary
dependable vehicle & a valid LA drivers license a
must. If you have 3-5 days a month to help spread
the word | would like to hear from you!

Please Contact: Ricky Naquin,
Circulation Director @ 985-859-7744 -or- rickyn@lasmag.com

s
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ACE'S RETRIEVERS 154 DIXIERV 124 PELLEGRIN MARINE 65

AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC. ..cccvvvvvvvrnnns 76,77 DOWN EAST GUIDE SERVICE.........cocvevevrrrrrrnnns 128,151  PERFORMANCE OUTBOARDS SALES & SERVICEINC. 73
ANCHOR REAL ESTATE 66 DUVIC'S BOATS 16,164 PUGLIA'S SPORTING GOODS ...........vvvvvrrvvvrrrrinnns 109
AQUA MARINE NEW ORLEANS.........cvvvermecsrrrenrrnnnns 52 EXCEL BOATS INSERT  QUIRK'S WELDING LLC 152
ASCENSION EQUIPMENT & RENT ALL....cvovvvvvvvvvvenns 165 FIRST SOUTH FARM CREDIT ....oovvvvvvvevmneeensnensssnnannnns 167 REED’S METALS, INC 21
BAKER AGRI-FOREST PROPERTIES.......coereccerevrrrrneens 11 FORT BEAUREGARD ESTATES .......ovvvvrverreccrrcrrrrrenns 55 ROCKY BRANDS 15
BATTERY WORLD 56 G3BOATS 115 SCULLY'S 67,142
BAYOU OUTBOARDS, INC. 23 GATORTAILOUTBOARDS 3 SEAARKBOATS 13
BEST BOAT & RV STORAGE Il .........oovveeeeccrrevrrrrnnnns 42 GATORTRAX INSERT ~ SEATRACOFFSHORE SERVICES .......coovovurrrrecerirennns 86
BLACKWELL AUTOMOTIVE, INC....ccccccre. 89  GIBSON REALTY/UNITED COUNTRY ......cvvvccvccccce. 146 SERVICE CHEVROLET 5
BLANCHARD TRAILER SALES ... 101 GODEVIL 129 SMITH SHANKLIN SOSA LLC 4
BLANCHARD'S REFRIGERATION........oooccrrecccrrvvrrrrnnnns 49  GRAND ISLETOURIST COMMISSION...........coccscenee. 143 SOUTHERN OUTDOORS & MARINE,LLC

BLUE WAVE BOATS 2 GREENWELL SPRINGS MARINE........cccoomsvevrrreee. 22,90 37,119,122,159
BOAT CITY USA 130,131 H&H LURE COMPANY 41,54 SOUTHERN POWER AND EQUIPMENT, LLC.............. 153
BOAT STUF 105  H&H MARINE 100,139 SPORTSMANTV 147
BOATS UNLIMITED 78,79,80  HANKO'S 55 SPOTS AND SPECKS 66
BREAUX AND DAIGLE MARINE.........cccrreccrrenes 44,45  HENDERSON 99  SPRO CORPORATION 53
BRIDGESIDE / SAND DOLLAR ... 36 HOUSEBOAT OUTLET 73 STARBRITE, INC 25
BRYAN'S MARINE 11 HUGHES WELDING AND MFG......coovvvvrmrrvvmmmnennennnnnnnne 59  STERLING'S UPHOLSTERY m
BUCK BUSTERS FEED COMPANY .....oocevvccccrnccs INSERT ~ HYDROTURF 19 STRIKE KING LURE COMPANY .......oocrrircccrrvvvcrrrrnnnns 91
CHAWK BOATS 135 JERRY'S MARINE 17 SUPERIOR BAIT & TACKLE 58
CAJUN OUTBOARDS 43 K2 MARINE 39  TERREBONNE MARINE 101
CAMP RACK AND QUACK 157 LAKE AREA MARINE 16,49  TEXAS MARINE 99
CAPTAIN PAULTITUS 73 LEMANN'S FARM SUPPLY, INC. ...ovvovveeevrennnnnennnannnnns 112 THECRAPPIE PSYCHIC, LLC 53
CAROLINA COMPOSITES, LLC..ovvveeerrcrrvvrrrreesrnenenee 60  LFCGROUP OF COMPANIES.......ccrrvveccvrvvrrrnnens 136,137 THEPROP SHOP 63
CASE LAND €O, LLC 146 LOOP LLC 103 TIGER BEND OUTDOORS 14
CASUAL CREATIONS 101 LOUISIANA LOTTERY 7 TIM'S MARINE 95
(CA- LOUISIANA 145 LOUISIANA SPORTSMAN SHOW.......cccssveccerrrunnes 34,35  TOHATSU AMERICAN CORPORATION............... 116,117
CHAS-MACINC. 151 M&LENGINE, LLC 37 TRACKER MARINE GROUP 75
COTTONMOUTH BOATS, LLC..vvvrrrveermccrrvverrreennnns 106 MARINE LIFT AND DOCK SUPPLY COMPANY........... 127 UNDERWATER FISH LIGHT LLC.....ovrrreerrccrrerrrrrrennnne 74
COVER'S UNLIMITED 156 MCM LUMBER 63  WEYERHAEUSER COMPANY 9
COX SPORTS TELEVISION.......cccenneceee. 27,123,155 METRO BOATING 39 WHITETAIL PROPERTIES 121
CUSTOM CORRUGATED AND SUPPLY ...........ccoreeeeen. 123 MIKE GERALD'S TRAILER 152 WILCO MARSH BUGGIES, INC.........oomvercereccrcerrrrrnnns 159
CUSTOM MAPPING SERVICE .......covvvvvvverrvrrrrrrrrninnns 154 MOSSY OAK PROPERTIES LAND INVESTMENTS........23  XPRESS BY ALUMA-WELD, INC. ... 168
CWP PROSERIES 63 MSEXOTICHUNTING 154

CYPRESS COVE BOATING.......ccoveeerrrccccn 18,98,150  OKUMA FISHING TACKLE 107

DAGATE'S MARINE 85  OUTDOOR POWERHOUSE........ciricccrrrrcccrrrcene 70,71

DEERVIEW WINDOWS (0. ..ccccvvvvvveenrrnncrrerrrennnns 141 PARISHTRACTOR 51
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STAY
DRY

STAY

COOL

SPORTSMAN
COOL BREEZE

L& N
N
vd www. SPORTSMANCear.com

www.LouisianaSportsman.com
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2400 w/300np Suzuki,
Tandem Axle Aluminum Trailer

2420GTS
w/250hp Suzuki, tandem
axle trailer

(KB WIEST
250BR

BRAND NEW MODEL! 230 Bay Reef witn 300

Suzuki and hard top

\ SOUTHFORK
= = ALUMINUM BOATS

Al

Southfork

2060

DUVIC'S, INC. & ¢ 'SUzuki

3650 Westbank Expwy. Harvey, LA Mon-Fri 8am-5pm  [NEEDS

> 5048517165l MARINE



Ascension Equipment & Rent All

Save More Toaay & Mow Tomorrow!

13173 Airline Hwy, Gonzales

(225) 647-5881
ascensionequipment.com
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